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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson last week we found our Lord dealing with people 

suffering from hardness of heart.  As you remember, Jesus had been teaching 

his disciples about prayer.  Immediately after the lesson was over, Jesus 

encountered a man who, because of demon possession, had been rendered 

mute.  He was unable to lift his voice in prayer.  Jesus delivered the man 

who, now free, was able to speak for, perhaps, the first time.  The crowd was 

amazed.  At least, some in the crowd were amazed.  Others were hostile.  

One group was overtly hostile.  They accused Jesus of performing this 

miracle of deliverance by the power of Satan.  In response Jesus reasoned 

with them.  “A house divided against itself will fall.  If Satan is divided 

against himself, how can his kingdom stand?”  It is clear that Jesus, who was 

bringing harm to Satan—who was in the process of crushing his head—

could not be in league with him.  A second group, also hostile but not overtly 

so, demanded another sign, even though the ministry of Jesus had been filled 

with them.  He had healed and delivered multitudes.  He had fed thousands 

by multiplying a few loaves and fish.  He had stilled the winds and the 

waves.  He had even raised the dead to life.  Yet it was not enough for these 

folk.  They wanted more.  It is this second group, the group demanding more 



miraculous signs while ignoring those that had already been granted, that 

Jesus addresses in our lesson today.  Let’s turn to the text. 

 As the crowds increased, Jesus said, “This is a wicked 
generation.  It asks for a miraculous sign, but none will be given it 
except the sign of Jonah.  For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so 
also will the Son of Man be to this generation.  The Queen of the 
South will rise at the judgement with the men of this generation and 
condemn them; for she came from the ends of the earth to listen to 
Solomon’s wisdom, and now one greater than Solomon is here.  The 
men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgement with this generation 
and condemn it; for they repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now 
one greater than Jonah is here.” 

 Jesus points to Jonah and the Queen of the South—the Queen of 

Sheba.  I’ll fill in the background, and then we’ll take them one at a time.  

Jonah was called by God to go east to preach to the Ninevites that they 

might be saved.  Jonah hated the Ninevites, who were a vicious, godless 

people, and he didn’t want them to be saved, so he ran west as fast as he 

could.  He hopped on a boat headed for Tarshish, which at the time was as 

far away as a person could go.  You know the story.  A storm arose.  It was 

discovered that Jonah was the cause.  Jonah was thrown overboard.  He 

didn’t perish.  He was instead swallowed by a great fish.  He stayed in the 

belly of the fish for three days and, after calling out to God, was spewed out 

on dry ground.  He subsequently preached to the Ninevites—“Yet forty days 



and Nineveh will be destroyed” was his message—and the people repented 

in sackcloth and ashes and found new life. 

 The Queen of the South was the Queen of Sheba, in what is now 

Yemen, south of Saudi Arabia and east of Ethiopia.  Her story is told in I 

Kings 10 and II Chronicles 9.     

 When the Queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon 
and his relation to the name of the Lord, she came to test him with 
hard questions.  Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan—
with camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious 
stones—she came to Solomon and talked with him about all that she 
had on her mind.  Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was 
too hard for the king to explain to her. 

The queen, in gratitude for all she had learned of the wisdom of God, before 

departing for home, made Solomon a gift of some 4 tons of gold as well as 

precious stones and large quantities of spices.   

 Now Jesus told those who were seeking miraculous signs that they 

were wicked and would only be given the sign of Jonah.  Jesus would be like 

Jonah to them.  How are these two similar?  Now while both were preachers 

of righteousness and repentance, although Jonah was foolish and disobedient 

and Jesus wasn’t, and while both went with God’s Word to the perishing, 

although Jonah merely brought the Word of God while Jesus was the Word 

in the flesh, the point of comparison here has to do with the time Jonah spent 



in the great fish after he had been thrown overboard.  His being swallowed, 

his sojourn in the fish for three days, and his return to dry land, is a symbol 

or type or representation of the actual death, burial and resurrection of the 

Lord Jesus.  When Matthew recorded this he made the connection explicit.  

We find in Matthew 12 these words of Jesus: “For as Jonah was three days 

and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three 

days and three nights in the heart of the earth.”  You can think of it this way.  

The sign that Jesus gives is the miracle of his atoning death, burial and 

resurrection.  It is the Gospel.  It is apostolic preaching.  If you want a sign, 

pay heed to these words: 

 Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to 
you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand.  By 
this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to 
you.  Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 
 For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: 
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was 
buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
and that he appeared to Peter, and then to the Twelve. 

There is all the sign you need.  The cross, the empty tomb and Jesus risen.   

 You see, Jesus is himself the sign.  All of the miracles he performed 

point to him.  They are of no importance in and of themselves.  Their true 

significance is that they act like giant billboards that say, “Here is your 

Saviour.  Who else could do these things?  So believe on him.  Listen to him.  



Follow and obey him.  In him and in him alone is life and rest and peace.  

And be warned: if you reject him, judgement and condemnation will fall.  In 

fact, even the Ninevites will stand up and the judgement and pronounce a 

heavy sentence upon you.”     

  

 And why not?  Think of it.  While Jonah was only a minor prophet, 

Jesus was the Prophet with a capital “P”.  Jonah was sinful, rebellious and 

foolish.    Jesus was the obedient Son of God who was obedient even to a 

bitter and shameful death on a cross.  Jonah preached a message of doom.  

“Yet forty days and Nineveh will be destroyed.”  Jesus spoke in tenderness

—“Come unto me, all ye who are weary and heavy laden, and I will give 

you rest.”  Jonah performed no miracles for the edification of the Ninevites.  

Jesus’ ministry was characterized by numerous signs and wonders.  The 

Ninevites had none of the advantages of the Israelites and of the Scribes and 

Pharisees in particular, and yet they repented and were saved.  If it is the 

case that the Ninevites repented upon hearing Jonah, then, how much more 

ought Israel to repent?  And think of this too.  Since the time of Jesus we 

here today have had the blessing of the presence of the Holy Spirit and of the 

centuries long witness of the saints.  How can we expect to escape 

condemnation if, as it says in Hebrews, we ignore so great a salvation?   



 The illustration of the Queen of Sheba makes exactly the same point.  

The queen braved the dangers and hardships of a journey of some 2,000 

kilometers in order to hear wisdom from God.  The folks around Jesus that 

day were in their own neck of the woods.  The queen came from the end of 

the earth to hear Solomon even though in him the truth of God was reflected 

only imperfectly.  The crowds that gathered around Jesus saw in him perfect 

man and perfect God, two natures united in one person, the God-man.  The 

queen gave Solomon of her treasures, gold, spices and precious stones.  At 

today’s market prices the gold alone would be worth some 51M Canadian.  

The Son of Man on the other hand received insults and complaints and had 

nowhere to lay his head.  The queen did all this merely because she had 

heard reports in her own country of the wisdom of God in Solomon.  She 

had not seen any miracles.  She had not even been exhorted or invited to 

make the journey.  She took the initiative herself.  But in Jesus’ day a wicked 

and adulterous generation complained about the lack of signs, even though 

they were abundant in Jesus’ ministry—everywhere for them to see.   They 

could hardly be missed.  And the invitation given them by the Lord was 

urgent, pressing and tender.  Again, if the Queen of Sheba responded to the 

word of God spoken through an imperfect vessel like Solomon and was 

saved, how can those who are confronted by one greater than Solomon, the 



Lord Jesus himself, escape condemnation if they ignore his call to 

repentance and life?  The answer remains the same.  They can’t.   

 Let’s turn to the lesson again, starting at verse 33.  It reads, “No one 

lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl.  

Instead he puts in on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light.”  

Jesus has not hidden the gospel.  He has displayed it publicly, for all to see.  

No one can rightfully complain that the light of truth did not shine in Jesus 

brightly enough.  Nobody can rightfully complain that he didn’t make 

himself clear.  Beloved, if there is one thing I strive to do week by week it is 

to make the gospel of Jesus Christ clear to you.  So many people—and this 

includes people who have been sitting in church pews for years and years—

have not heard the true gospel.  One of the reasons the church is fading out 

in the west is that there are so few places where the gospel of God’s 

sovereign grace is preached and understood.   

 What does the Bible teach?  It does not teach us that if we are good 

enough God will take us to heaven.  It does not teach us that if we are 

religious we will be all right.  It does not teach us that if we are tolerant 

enough or nice enough or respectable enough all will be well.  It doesn’t tell 

us any of those things.  The Bible teaches us that we are, spiritually 



speaking, all stillborn and that of ourselves we are incapable of doing 

anything to please God.  In fact, we are so committed to sin that day-by-day 

we store up God’s wrath against us.  As our confession of sin says, and we 

must take this personally and in all seriousness, “we deserve nothing less 

than eternal death.”  That is what the Bible teaches but it is, praise the Lord, 

not all that the Bible teaches.  It teaches us also that into this desperate, 

hopeless and miserable situation the Lord Jesus has come.  He did not have 

to come.  Nobody made him come.  He chose to come freely, because among 

this wretched mass of sinful and spiritually dead humanity there were those 

he loved.  Why did he love them?  I have no idea.  There was nothing 

lovable in them.  He simply freely, gracious, chose to have mercy on those 

whom he chose to have mercy.  And in that love and grace he rescued people 

from every nation, tribe and tongue and made them his own.  He gave them 

new hearts that, instead of being pointed in the direction of sin, pointed to 

him.  He washed their sins away and made them clean.  He gave them new 

desires and new affections.  Now, instead of longing for self and sin they 

long for godliness and righteousness.  And he gave them the Holy Spirit to 

live in them, that they might always walk in the path that leads to the 

heavenly kingdom.  And Jesus is still doing the same thing today.   



Beloved, that is the Gospel that the Bible presents.  That is the light 

that shines in these pages.  That is the lamp that the Lord Jesus has put on a 

stand so that all may see its light.  Look at the lesson.  It continues, “Your 

eye is the lamp of your body.  When your eyes are good, your whole body is 

full of light.  But when they are bad, your body also is full of darkness.”  

The problem is never that the gospel does not shine brightly enough.  The 

problem is not that there is a lack of signs and wonders.  The problem is 

defective eyesight that does not let the light of the gospel enter.  You can 

think of it as spiritual cataracts.  So our lesson continues, 

See to it, then, that the light within you is not darkness.  
Therefore if your whole body is full of light, and no part of it dark, it 
will be completely lighted, as when the light of a lamp shines on you. 

 “See to it that the light within you is not darkness.”  How?  By taking 

care of your spiritual eyes.  Do not let them become clouded by unconfessed 

sin.  Go to God and ask him to keep your eyes clear.  Beloved, it is so easy 

to fool ourselves.  We rationalize and make excuses.  We try to point the 

finger away from ourselves and at others.  The try to imagine the problems 

we face have their origins in other people and other places.  We should look 

closer to home.  The question, “What is wrong with the world?” was once 

posed in the Times of London.  G. K. Chesterton was one of those who 

wrote to the editor in reply.  His letter read, “Dear Sir, I am.  Yours truly.”    



 Take care of your spiritual eyes by exercising them.  Confess your 

sins.  Attend worship with God’s people and do not neglect the gathering of 

the saints.  Encourage people in their Christian walk with love and 

gentleness.  Read the Bible, and read it as it should be read, with faith and 

reverence.  Here is Paul in Colossians: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you 

sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to 

God.”   

I read this story last week.  It points out a wonderful way in which a 

group of Christians cherished the privileges they had received from the Lord 

even though their circumstances were difficult: 

 During the French Revolution some Christians were crammed 
into a dungeon where once a day for a few moments, as the sun stood 
at a particular angle, one of the prisoners who had a Bible would be 
hoisted on other’s shoulders to a sunlit crack, where he would study 
the Scriptures.  When the light dimmed, he would be lowered down, 
and his friends would say, “Now tell us what you read while you were 
in the light.”   

Beloved, we have been richly blessed.  We have spiritual riches the world 

cannot even imagine.  God grant us grace that we might never presume and 

take the riches of Christ for granted.  Let us instead strive to lives as those 



who have been purchased by nothing less than his precious blood.  In 

Christ’s name.  AMEN. 

  


