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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 For the past several weeks we have been dealing with the Tabernacle.  

We have looked at its furnishings—the Ark of the Covenant, the Table for 

the showbread, the lampstand and the bronze altar for burnt offerings.  We 

have looked at its construction—its fine linen curtains and veils, its intricate 

embroidery, its outer coverings of hair and hide, and its posts and 

crossbeams of wood covered with gold.  God commanded Moses to 

construct the Tabernacle in strict accordance to these details and we can 

classify them under the heading “Laws of the Tabernacle.”  Starting last 

week we began to look at the role of the priests in their Tabernacle ministry.  

There are three different sections here.  The first deals with the clothes the 

high priest is to wear; the second has to do with the ordination of the priests 

into the ministry and the third outlines the various regulations for worship—

the offering of sacrifices, the lighting of the lamps, the burning of incense, 

Sabbath keeping and so on. 

 Last week we considered the clothes the high priest was to wear when 

working in the sanctuary and the symbolism behind each garment.  What we 

saw in these garments was a foreshadowing of Jesus Christ, for the garments 

spoke of a Lord who was at the same time Sovereign and Almighty God and 
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a loving heavenly Father.  Power and love meet together in the Lord Jesus.  

As our Catechism puts it,  

The eternal Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who out of nothing 
created heaven and earth with all that is in them, who also upholds 
and governs them by his eternal counsel and providence, is for the 
sake of Christ his Son my God and my Father.  I trust in him so 
completely that I have no doubt that he will provide me with all things 
necessary for body and soul.  Moreover, whatever evil he sends upon 
me in this troubled life he will turn to my good, for he is able to do it, 
being almighty God, and is determined to do it, being a faithful 
Father. 

Well tonight we come to the second section of the Law of the 

Priesthood, the section dealing with ordination.  We have a step by step 

installation service for the priesthood of Israel.  I’ll go through these steps 

and make application to us as we go along.  The first thing the Hebrews 

were to do was to collect three animals.  In the corresponding section in 

Leviticus 8 these animals are called “the bull of the sin offering,” “the ram 

of the burnt offering,” and “the ram of ordination.”  These animals were to 

be without defect.  The term in Hebrew means “complete, unimpaired, 

healthful.”  The idea is that only healthy, unblemished animals are worthy to 

be sacrificed to God.  You can’t offer him the leftovers.  You can’t make a 

sacrifice that doesn’t cost you anything.  Along with these three animals, 

three different types of bread are to be made.  They are to be put into a 

basket and presented to God, along with the sacrificial animals.  They were 
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not to have any yeast in them, because as you know, yeast was a symbol for 

evil.   

Next, the priests were to be brought to the doorway of the tent where 

they would receive a washing.  It was symbolic of their purification so that, 

as priests, they could safely enter into the sacred places.  We still need that 

washing today.  When we come before the Lord in worship—when we come 

into this sacred space—we need to come having been washed and made 

clean by the blood of Jesus through faith.  We need to come with humble 

hearts, having confessed our sins.  We are to come pleading the cross and the 

grace and mercy of Christ.  It seems that the washing the priests underwent 

at this point was complete, from head to toe.  After they were clothed in the 

priestly garments, however, they only had to wash their hands and feet 

before entering the sanctuary (30:19). 

After this ritual cleansing, the priests were dressed.  Our section here 

deals specifically with the dressing of the high priest.  The clothes we looked 

at last week are all mentioned here except for the underwear.  And after the 

dressing takes place, oil is poured on the high priest’s head.  Oil was used for 

the anointing of priests, prophets and kings.  It is symbolic of the Holy Spirit 
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who both calls a person to his office and gives him power to carry out his 

duties and responsibilities.   

After the priests are prepared, the sacrifices begin.  The bull is to be 

taken to the front of the Tent of Meeting.  Aaron and his sons are to lay their 

hands upon its head.  With this action a transference symbolically takes 

place, in which the unholiness and impurity of the priests are transferred to 

the animal.  The animal is then killed, making atonement for the priests.   

After the animal is killed, its blood is placed on the horns of the altar 

and around its base.  This signifies the purification of the altar (Lev. 8:15).  

This done, the fat of the animal is to be burned.  Now this fat is not the fat 

that we generally think of.  Here the term means the best parts of the animal.  

We use the word “fat” in this sense when we talk about living off the “fat of 

the land.”  These choice parts were often used by pagan priests in the 

surrounding cultures to divine the future and to practice witchcraft.  God was 

not about to let his people be tempted to follow these detestable practices, 

and so these parts were to be reduced to ashes.   

The rest of the animal is to be destroyed by fire too, but not on the 

bronze altar.  It is to be disposed of “outside the camp.”  This is the first time 

the expression “outside the camp” is used in the Bible.  In time it becomes 
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an expression referring to the place of the defiled and unclean.  For example, 

lepers, while they remained unclean, had to reside “outside the camp.”  A 

person who blasphemed the name of God was to be stoned to death “outside 

the camp.”  It was the place where the refuse was thrown.  It is the cursed 

place.  And it is the place where our Saviour was crucified.  It is no accident 

that he was taken outside the city gates to be killed.  Jesus, because of our 

sin, suffered outside the camp—outside the city wall.  Metaphorically he 

went to the place of the unclean and defiled, taking upon himself the curse 

that we deserve.  He was the sinless Son of God, and yet he went to the 

cursed place for us. 

After the bull is sacrificed and disposed of, the first ram is to be killed.  

It is brought into the Tent of Meeting.  Aaron and his son are to lay their 

hands upon its head.  Then it is to be slaughtered and its blood is to be 

sprinkled all around the entire structure of the altar.  After this it is to be 

completely consumed by the fire, a whole burnt offering.  In Romans 12 the 

Apostle Paul says this: I urge you therefore brethren, by the mercies of God, 

to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual service of worship.”  The word he uses for sacrifice is the 

Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word used here for “burnt offering.”  The 

idea is that the whole of the Christian’s life is to be consumed in the service 
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of God.  You can think of it this way: No matter what we do, it is to be for 

the glory of God.  Whether we are at work or at worship, whether we are at 

school or on vacation, whether it is Sunday or sometime during the week, 

everything we do it to be done for the honour of God.  All of life is religion; 

all of life is worship.  It reminds me of a hymn by Horatius Bonar, a Scottish 

preacher of the early nineteenth century: 

Go, labour on; spend, and be spent, 
Thy joy to do thy Father’s will: 
It is the way the Master went; 

Should not the servant tread it still? 

After this, the second ram is to be brought to the altar.  Again, hands 

are to be laid upon the animal and it is to be slaughtered.  After this, the 

blood of this animal is to be smeared on the high priest’s right earlobe, right 

thumb and right big toe.  Then the ordinary priests are to have this done as 

well.  The right hand—the right side—signifies power and authority; that is 

why the blood is daubed on that side. After this, blood is splattered on the 

priests’ garments.  In this way the priests and their clothing has been purified 

and set apart for service unto God. 

There is an interesting story about the consecration of these garments 

found in Leviticus 10.  In that chapter we find the story of Nadab and Abihu, 
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the sons of Aaron who served God as priests.  They served God, but not as 

God had commanded.  They offered “strange fire” before the Lord—worship 

that was unacceptable in God’s eyes.  As a result of their disobedience, God 

struck them dead.  Fire came out directly from the presence of the Lord and 

consumed them.  After this happened, Moses called for two of Aaron’s 

nephews, Mishael and Elzaphan to remove the bodies—to take them outside 

the camp.  They lifted the ashy remains “by their tunics” and took them 

outside.  While the fire had consumed the men, it had not consumed their 

priestly robes; while the men were profane, the garments weren’t. 

After the slaughter and the sprinkling of blood, the choice parts of the 

ram and the loaves and cakes of bread are to be lifted up and waved before 

the Lord.  Now in an ordinary wave offering, the idea was that the priest 

would offer up the animal or grain offering to God and God would then offer 

it back to the priest.  The priest and his family would then be free to eat the 

offering.  It was a way in which the priest would be supported in the work he 

had been given to do.  In this special case, however, because this was the 

first wave offering, all of the offering was to be placed upon the altar and 

consumed entirely.  Following this, the breast portion of the ram that 

remained was to be made a wave offering as well, but this time rather than 

being burned up it was to be given to Moses who is presiding as the 
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officiating minister of the ordination.  Later the wave offerings would be 

given to Aaron and his family for their food.   

Now let me review things for a moment.  We have priests with blood 

on their ears, their hands and their feet.  They have blood splattered over 

their clothing.  There is blood on the altar—on its horns, on its side, and on 

its base.  There is blood everywhere.   Josephus, the Jewish historian of the 

first century writes that at one particular Passover during the reign of the 

emperor Nero the Israelites sacrificed over 256,000 lambs.  There must have 

been blood flowing everywhere; it would have been on everything and on 

everyone.  The Temple and the people would have been awash in blood.  

This is from the Letter to the Hebrews:  

When Moses had proclaimed every commandment of the law to 
all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet 
wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the 
people.  He said, “This is the blood of the covenant, which God has 
commanded you to keep.”  In the same way, he sprinkled with the 
blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies.  In 
fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, 
and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 

 Without the shedding of bleed, there is no forgiveness.  Without the 

shedding of blood, we are lost forever in our trespasses and sins, for the 

wages of sin is death and those wages must be paid.  But in mercy God sent 
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his Son Jesus Christ to shed his blood for his people.  Only in that way can 

our sins be paid for.  Only is that way can salvation be granted.  It is right 

here, at his very spot, that we find the difference between Christianity and all 

other religions.  All the religions of the world except one rely on man’s good 

works.  Whether you are a Moslem or a Mormon, a Buddhist or a Hindoo it 

is by your own good works that you seek to gain heaven or achieve 

enlightenment or however you think of paradise and the life beyond this life.  

None of man’s works, however, is good enough to atone for man’s sin.  All 

of his efforts at justifying himself will only take him to hell.  For atonement 

to take place blood must be shed; the price must be paid to the last cent; the 

account must be settled in full; justice must be done perfectly, according to 

the standards of an infinitely pure and holy God.   

 The lesson that we have tonight, with its emphasis on the blood of the 

sacrifices, makes this point irrefutably.  But it does more that tell us that 

blood must be shed; it also points us to the one who must die in our place.  

You see, all of these animals cannot atone for man’s sin.  The most they can 

do is make a person ritually clean, so he can enter the tabernacle.  They can’t 

clean on the inside so he can come before God face to face.  But there is one 

whose blood can cleanse from the inside out.  There is a sacrifice that 
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actually serves to atone for sins eternally—once and for all and for ever.  We 

find it explained in Hebrews 9: 

 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled 
on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are 
outwardly clean.  How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse 
our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the 
living God.   
  

We no longer need the Tabernacle.  We no longer need the bloody priesthood 

and the blood sacrifices of Tabernacle and Temple.  Christ has come.  He has 

shed his blood.  He has done it once and that is enough.  No more offerings 

need to take place save the offering of our lives to God in thankfulness and 

obedience for the grace he has so freely shown to us.   

 Now this ordination and consecration ceremony is to take seven days.  

The provisions we have looked at are to be repeated every day for seven 

days.  When that is done, the day to day offerings can take place.  Every day 

two lambs are to be sacrificed—one in the morning and one in the evening.  

Along with the lamb offerings of flour and oil and wine are to be made as 

well.  And because these sacrifices have been made, the Lord will meet with 

his people.  Look at verses 42 and following: 

For the generations to come this burnt offering is to be made 
regularly at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting before the Lord.  
There I will meet you and speak to you; there also I will meet with the 
Israelites and the place will be consecrated by my glory.   
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 So I will consecrate the Tent of Meeting and the altar and will 
consecrate Aaron and his sons to serve me as priests.  Then I will 
dwell among the Israelites and be their God.  They will know that I 
am the Lord their God, who brought them out of Egypt so that I might 
dwell among them.  I am the Lord their God.   

First, God will dwell among his people.  Second, he will be their God.  And 

third, the people will grow in their knowledge and understanding of God and 

acknowledge that he was the one who delivered them from the slave pens of 

Egypt.  What we have here is a summary of the covenant between God and 

his people that is made possible through the shedding of blood.  God draws 

near.  His people recognize and acknowledge him for who he is and what he 

has done.  God remains in that blessed relationship.   

 There is a famous story told of a rabbi’s son who asked his father, 

“What is it that makes atonement for the soul?”  The rabbi answered, “It is 

the blood,” and he quoted Leviticus 17 in which it says, “Because the life of 

the flesh is in the blood.  And I have given it for you on the altar for 

atonement for your souls.”  The boy then asked, “Then why are there no 

blood sacrifices in our synagogues?”  The rabbi said that no sacrifice could 

be legally offered up except at the Temple in Jerusalem and that had been 

destroyed.  So the boy said, “Then we have no atonement.”  That’s true, 

unless a person has a relationship with Jesus Christ and knows that he or she 

was “not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile 
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way of life inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a 

lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ” (I Peter 1:18ff.).   

 Do you know you are so redeemed?  If not, make sure you are, for 

there is no other way.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.
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