
Faith Reformed Church 
Stevensville, Ontario 
February 22, 2004 
Morning Service 

Text: Luke 11:53-12:12 
Sermon: Confessing Christ 



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Last week we found Jesus at lunch with a group of Scribes and 

Pharisees.  It was a time of confrontation and denunciation.  Jesus looked 

into their hearts and accused them of being enemies--enemies of truth, 

enemies of God and enemies of the people.  Now when people’s sins are 

exposed in this manner, generally one of two things happens.  On the one 

hand, some cry out, “God, be merciful to me a sinner.”  This was, for 

example, the reaction of King David when he was confronted by Nathan the 

Prophet and his sins of deception, adultery and murder were laid bare for all 

to see.  He repented and sought the forgiveness of the Lord.  On the other 

hand, some whose sins are exposed harden their hearts to the truth and take 

out their rage on the messenger.  Jeremiah is a prime example of that.  Time 

and time again he brought a message of the need for repentance.  Time and 

time again the people refused to heed his words.  They sought instead to 

intimidate him, so he would shut up.  They threw him in jail.  They tried to 

have him killed.   

On one occasion Jeremiah told the people of Judah that God was 

going to make their house—their temple in Jerusalem—like Shiloh.  It was 

at Shiloh that the tabernacle had first been set up when the Israelites 



conquered Canaan.  God destroyed Shiloh because of the people’s sins.  

Listen to the crowd’s reaction: 

 The priests, the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah 
speak these words in the house of the Lord.  But as soon as Jeremiah 
finished telling all the people everything the Lord had commanded 
him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized him and 
said, “You must die!  Why do you prophesy in the Lord’s name that 
this house will be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and 
deserted?”  And all the people crowded around Jeremiah in the house 
of the Lord. 

Well, when Jesus had finished speaking the truth to the Scribes and 

Pharisees, they hardened their hearts in that same way.  They began to plot 

against him, seeking to destroy him and his ministry.  Our lesson begins, 

 When Jesus left there, the Pharisees and the teachers of the law 
began to oppose him fiercely and to besiege him with questions, 
waiting to catch him in something he might say.   

Because they were unwilling to heed his words, Jesus offered them no 

answers.  Instead, he turned to his disciples and, rather than speaking to the 

Pharisees, spoke about them and used them as an example of what not to do.   

Turn back to the lesson and I’ll pick it up at chapter 12 verse 1: 

 Meanwhile, when a large crowd of many thousands had 
gathered, so that they were trampling on one anther, Jesus began to 
speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the yeast 
of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.  There is nothing concealed that 
will not be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known.  What 



you have said in the dark will be heard in the daylight, and what you 
have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from 
the roofs. 

The yeast of the Pharisees is hypocrisy.  Hypocrisy comes from a drama 

term.  It has to do with wearing a mask.  It means being deceptive, insincere 

and dishonest.  The hypocrite hides what he thinks and believes and what he 

has done behind a mask that suggests he thinks, believes and does just the 

opposite.  The hypocrite speaks of love but despises men in his heart.  He 

makes a show of charity while resenting others.  He claims holiness while 

pursuing sin.  And Jesus likens the hypocrisy of the Pharisees to yeast 

because as yeast works its way through the whole lump of dough, affecting 

it all, so has hypocrisy worked its way through the whole lives of the 

Pharisees.  All they do is tainted with dishonesty.   

Instead of playing the hypocrite, be sincere.  Sincere is an interesting 

word.  It comes from two Latin words, sine and cere.  Sine means “without”.  

Cere means, “wax.”  If you have ever seen an old Roman statue you will 

notice that oftentimes they are missing their noses.  Because a statue’s nose 

sticks out, over time it often gets knocked off.  Well, in Roman times, if you 

had a statue that had been damaged, you wouldn’t throw it out and get a new 

one.  You would get the sculptor to come in and make repairs.  He would use 

wax.  He would use it to fill any cracks that might have appeared.  He would 



use it to make a new nose or a finger or two.  Now if your statue were in 

perfect condition, it would be labeled “sincere.”  Without wax.  If you are 

sincere—without wax—you have nothing to hide.  You are what you seem to 

be.  That is the way that Jesus wants us to be. 

And there is this.  God can tell whether you are being yourself or 

whether you are hiding anyway.  There is nothing hidden from him.  There is 

nothing you have ever done that he has not seen.  The Bible makes it clear 

that God searches the deepest secrets of the heart of man.  Nothing escapes 

his view.  Psalm 139 puts it this way: 

If I say, “Surely the darkness will hide me 
and the light become night around me,” 

even the darkness will not be dark to you; 
the night will shine like the day, 
for darkness is as light to you. 

And in the very last verse of the Book of Ecclesiastes it says, “For God will 

bring every deed into judgement, including every hidden thing, whether it is 

good or evil.”  And so here is the second admonition for us from Jesus: Be 

wise.  Don’t be foolish.  Hypocrisy just can’t work because, while you can 

fool all of the people some of the time, and some of the people all of the 

time, you cannot fool God at all, and one day, sooner or later, your sin and 

hypocrisy will find you out.   



Don’t be foolish.  Remember what foolish means.  It doesn’t have to 

do with being educated or not.  It doesn’t have to do with being smart or not.  

The Bible declares, “A fool says in his heart there is no God.”  Fools—

whether they are public school dropouts our university professors—live as if 

God were not real and as if they were not going to be held accountable to 

him one day for everything they have or haven’t done.  So don’t be foolish.  

Be wise.  And how does one become wise?  Proverbs tells us “the fear of the 

Lord is the beginning of wisdom.”  And the subject of fear is what Jesus 

takes up next. 

I tell you my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body 
and after that can do no more.  But I will show you whom you should 
fear: Fear him who, after the killing of the body, has power to throw 
you into hell.  Yes, I tell you, fear him. 

 There are two types of fear.  There is the fear of man and the fear of 

God and both are major these in the Scriptures.  The fear of man we are to 

reject; the fear of God we are to embrace.  Let me give you some biblical 

examples of people who feared man.  Abraham, soon after God had 

promised to make him into a great nation, was forced to go to Egypt because 

of a famine in the land.  As he was about to enter into Egypt, he pulled his 

wife Sarah aside and this is what he said to her: 

 I know what a beautiful woman you are.  When the Egyptians 
see you, they will say, “This is his wife.”  Then they will kill me but 



let you live.  Say you are my sister, so that I may be treated well for 
your sake and my life will be spared because of you. 

Abraham felt vulnerable.  He thought men might kill him.  So he concocted 

up a disgusting scheme to try to save himself instead of trusting in the Lord 

to take care of him.  That’s in Genesis 12.  Eight chapters later he does the 

same thing over again.   

 The Israelites led by Moses through the Red Sea and across the desert 

stood on the border of the Promised Land.  They sent twelve spies over the 

Jordan to scout out the territory.  Jacob and Caleb were eager to enter the 

land of promise.  The other ten spies were afraid.  “We can’t attack those 

people; they are stronger than we are,” was their message.  And they spread 

a bad report about what they had seen.  The people sided with the ten spies 

over the two and refused to believe that God would give the land into their 

hands.     

 Think of the Apostle Peter.  He had been with Jesus for three years.  

He had listened to his teaching.  He had seen him heal.  He had been on the 

mountain with him when he was transfigured.  And he had declared that he 

was determined to die with Jesus rather than deny him.  And when 



challenged by a maidservant, he lost heart and did what he had promised not 

to.  And he did it three times.  He denied the Lord.   

 Beloved, it is not that we are not allowed to feel afraid.  When we are 

threatened we feel that way.  That’s just the way we are built.  The question 

is, “What am I going to do with that fear?”  Do I give in to it?  Do I refrain, 

for example, from speaking some uncomfortable biblical truth, because it 

might upset some of you—or even cause some of you to leave the fellowship 

of the church—or do I turn the fear over to God and walk in obedience to 

him, no matter what the consequences?  Abraham, Joshua, Caleb and Peter 

all eventually learned to substitute fear of God for fear of man.  That is our 

calling too.  Be sincere.  Be wise.  And be strong.  Know that in the end the 

enemies of God’s children are powerless.  All they can do is kill the body.  

They can’t inflict permanent injury.  Any suffering they inflict will be 

suffering you do in fellowship with Christ and it will bless you by drawing 

you closer to the Master.  And if it goes beyond that, well, as the Apostle 

Paul wrote, “To live is Christ, to die is gain.”   

 We are to fear God, not man.  And we are to fear God because as our 

Lord says, he can “throw you into hell.”  The word used for “hell” here is 

Gehenna.  It means the “Valley of Hinnom.”  Hinnom is a family name.  It 



was a valley south of Jerusalem and once was a beautiful place.  At the top 

of the valley Ahaz and Manasseh built shrines to Baal-Molech, a demonic 

Canaanite God.  The place was then called Tophet, which means “place of 

abomination or place of burning because at those shrines the Israelites would 

burn their children to death as sacrifices to this so-called god.  Jeremiah said 

that the judgement upon the place would be so great that it would be called 

the valley of slaughter.  The shrines were destroyed during the reforms of 

Josiah and afterward it became Jerusalem’s garbage dump, where garbage 

continually burned.  It became a symbol for hell—a place of wickedness, 

abomination, slaughter and judgement, ever burning.   

So fear God.  But don’t only think of terror when you think of the fear 

of the Lord.  There is more to it than that.  Fear may start with dread, but as 

the Lord reveals himself to us that fear takes on other aspects too.  

Trembling, astonishment, awe, reverence, devotion, trust and worship.  All 

these are rooted in the fear of the Lord.  I heard a good definition of it the 

other day.  “Fear of the Lord means reverent submission that leads to 

obedience.”  I like that.  Let me say it again.  “Fear of the Lord means 

reverent submission that leads to obedience.”  So be reverent. 

Here is the basis for such reverence and submission: 



Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies?  Yet not one of 
them is forgotten by God.  Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered.  Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 

Sparrows were two for a penny.  If you bought two pennies’ worth, they 

would throw in one for free.  God is concerned even with the “free” sparrow, 

the one that isn’t worth anything.  If God is concerned with the least 

creature, even a sparrow, how much more is he concerned with a creature he 

has made in his own image?  Beloved, the Lord sees all and knows all.  He 

has numbered the hairs on your head.  He knows you inside and out.  He 

knows your weaknesses.  And he is full of tender sympathy.  And Jesus is 

not ashamed to call you “brothers”.  So be trusting. 

 But don’t let it end there.  Be outspoken as well.  Jesus says, 

 I tell you, whoever acknowledges me before men, the Son of 
Man will also acknowledge him before the angels of God.  But he 
who disowns me before men will be disowned before the angels of 
God.  And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of Man will 
be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will 
not be forgiven. 

The word for “acknowledge” here does not mean a cold recitation of 

memorized words.  It points to a heartfelt confession of faith in Christ.  It is 

the spirit that we find behind the closing verses of Psalm 66.  Listen to these 

words: 

Come and listen, all you who fear God; 
let me tell you what he has done for me. 



I cried out to him with my mouth; 
his praise was on my tongue. 

If I had cherished sin in my heart, 
the Lord would not have listened 

but God has surely listened 
and heard my voice in prayer. 

Praise be to God, 
who has not rejected my prayer 
or withheld his love from me! 

Beloved, this confession of Christ is for all believers, not only for those who 

will be martyrs.  I read these chilling words on this point from Bishop Ryle 

last week: 

Our Lord declares, that if we do not confess Him before men, 
He will “not confess us before the angels of God” at the last day.  He 
will refuse to acknowledge us as His people.  He will disown us as 
cowards, faithless, and deserters.  He will not plead for us.  He will 
not be our Advocate.  He will not deliver us from the wrath to come.  
He will leave us to reap the consequences of our cowardice, and to 
stand before the bar of God helpless, defenceless, and unforgiven.  
What an awful prospect is this!  How much turns on this one hinge of 
“confessing Christ before men!”  Surely we ought not to hesitate for a 
moment.... for us to deny Christ or be ashamed of His Gospel may get 
us a little of man’s good opinion for a few years, though it will bring 
us no real peace.  But for Christ to deny us at the last day will be ruin 
in hell to all eternity!  Let us cast away our cowardly fears.  Come 
what will, let us confess Christ.   

 Let me say one last word in closing.  If you think you cannot make 

such a witness, listen to Jesus’ words.  Here he is speaking of those who are 

dragged before tribunals and threatened with all sorts of terrible sanctions, 

from being tossed out of the synagogue and shunned to being tortured and 

killed.  To those Jesus makes this promise: 



 When you are brought before synagogues, rulers and 
authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourselves or 
what you will say, for the Holy Spirit will teach you at that time what 
you should say. 

If the Holy Spirit will give you the words necessary at such a dark time, why 

would you worry about what to say when you are not so threatened?  The 

Spirit will help you to speak of Christ whether you are threatened or not.  So 

shine with his light.  Let folks know what he has meant to you.  What he has 

done for you.  How he has taken you from the depths and set your feet on 

solid ground.  Let them know he may very well do the same for them, if they 

will turn to him.   

 So there you have it.  These are the marching orders of the Christian.  

Be sincere, not hypocritical.  Be wise, not foolish.  Be strong, not worried.    

Be reverent, not disrespectful.  Be faithful, not fearful.  Be outspoken, not 

cowed.  Fear God, never man and remember: If you fear the Lord, you need 

never fear any man.  In Christ’s name.  AMEM.  


