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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our study last week we finished reading about God’s details and 

specifications for the Tabernacle.  It has been a lengthy study, because God 

did not leave anything to chance.  He gave detailed instructions about the 

Tabernacle furnishings, the Tabernacle building materials, the Tabernacle 

dimensions and the Tabernacle construction techniques.  He also gave 

exacting details about the clothes the priests were to wear as they served 

him, the types of sacrifices they were to make, how they were to perform 

them, and the types of oil and incense they were to use.  He also went into 

great detail about how the tabernacle and the priests were to be set apart and 

consecrated to his service; the ordination of the priests in particular was a 

complicated, seven day series of washings, sprinklings and sacrifices.   

 After five chapters of such detailed instructions you might think that 

everything had been taken care of, but you would be wrong.  There was one 

more thing to do, for God leaves nothing to chance.  You see, not only did 

God lay out the plan for the Tabernacle and its services, he also decided who 

it was that would build the Tabernacle.  He chose the artisans and workmen 

who would carry out his vision and then he equipped them with the skills, 

understanding, wisdom and vision they would need to carry out the work.  
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God displays his wisdom in this.  A plan remains only a plan if there is no 

one to implement it.  A plan changes into something unrecognizable if the 

one who tries to implement it isn’t up to the job.  So God makes provision to 

ensure that his plans are carried out in exactly the way that He wants.  Let’s 

turn to the lesson: 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “See, I have chosen Bezalel son 
of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah…”  

 God called Bezalel to this duty.  Bezalel was the son of Uri, the son of 

Hur, of the tribe of Judah.  We know that these three were direct descendants 

of Caleb for we find their names listed in I Chronicles 2:18—but we need to 

be careful.  The Caleb they were related to was not the Caleb of Joshua fame 

who went to spy out the Promised Land and who reported back with 

enthusiasm that the Israelites should enter Canaan immediately.  It is also 

unclear as to whether or not the Hur that is mentioned here is any relation to 

the Hur who helped to hold us Moses’ hands when the Israelites battled 

against the Amalekites.  We just don’t know.  But in any event, God singled 

Bezalel for a special task.  Bezalel had been chosen to be the principal 

builder of the Tabernacle.   
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Now the name Bezalel means “in the shadow of God.”  The term 

“shadow” is often used is the Bible as a metaphor for protection.  Let me 

give you a few examples: 

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
Will rest in the shadow of the Almighty 

Psalm 91 

Keep me as the apple of your eye; 
Hide me in the shadow of your wings 

From the wicked who assail me, 
From my mortal enemies who surround me. 

Psalm 17:8, 9 

How priceless is your unfailing love! 
Both high and low among men 

Find refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
They feast on the abundance of your house; 

You give them to drink from your 
River of delights. 

Psalm 36:7, 8 

Bezalel has been given an important and exacting job to do—but he is under 

God’s care, protection and defense as he sets about the doing of it.  Let me 

make an application here.  God has given us a pattern for the church.  We 

know what it is supposed to look like.  But if we are to make that vision a 

reality we have to build it God’s way—not our way—and that begins with 

God’s call.  Bezalel was a fit person to build the Tabernacle first and 

foremost because he was called by God to that task.  He wasn’t a fit 

candidate because of any particular qualities he had naturally; he was fit 
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because God decided to use him for that work—and when God decides to 

call a person to a task, we can be sure he will also supply all that is needed to 

see the job through.   

A few weeks ago Joe Fenton was ordained to the ministry.  In that 

service I made the same point in a different way.  My text was from 

Jeremiah.  

First, a true prophet is called of God to preach.  He does not run 

unless he is sent of God.  Jeremiah begins his book with an account of 

this calling.  

The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you; before you were born I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”  

The Lord himself calls the minister to preach.  Moses was called at the 

burning bush.  “So now go.  I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my 

people the Israelites out of Egypt”.  Isaiah was called in the Temple.  

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send?  And 

who will go for us?’  And I said, ‘Here am I.  Send me!’  He said, “Go 

and tell this people…’”  Jonah the reluctant prophet was given this 

word from God: “Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against 

it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”  

The true minister of the Word of God has been called of God.  

Now those so called do not have to hear an audible voice naming 
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them to this task.  They do not have to see signs written large in the 

sky.  But there must be a deep, inward compulsion to speak God’s 

Word to his people.  I have a friend who said to me, “Ken, if I lost my 

pulpit I would drag people into my basement and preach to them 

there.”  The true minister of the Word can’t not preach.  It was this call 

that strengthened Jeremiah to his task when things got tough.  Without 

it he would have remained silent.  That is what he often longed to do.  

God’s call wouldn’t leave him alone.  Listen to Jeremiah’s complaint 

in the 20th chapter:

Whenever I speak, I cry out proclaiming violence and 
destruction.  So the word of the Lord has brought me insult and 
reproach all day long.  But if I say, “I will not mention him or speak 
any more in his name, his word is in my heart like a fire, a fire shut up 
in my bones.  I am weary of holding it in; indeed, I cannot.    

In a few moments we are going to ordain Joe Fenton to the 

ministry of the Word.  We will ask him, “Joe, do you believe in your 

heart that you are called of God’s church and therefore of God himself 

to this holy ministry?”  Let no one take up this office unless he can so 

affirm with a sincere heart and a clear conscience.  Let no one take up 

this office unless he feels that fire in his bones!

Bezalel was fit to serve because he was called of God.  Before we can even 

attempt to build the church we must be sure that he has called us—that we 

have a right relationship with him—that we are standing upon the Rock of 
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our salvation, the Lord Jesus Christ.  If that relationship is not present our 

teaching, our preaching, our praying, our financial offerings, our fellowship 

are all in vain. 

So first, Bezalel was fit because he was called of God.  Second, he 

was fit to serve because he was equipped by God.  The lesson God continues 

speaking to Moses, saying, 

“…and I have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, 
ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts—to make artistic designs 
for work in gold, silver and bronze, to cut and set stones, to work in 
wood, and to engage in all kinds of craftsmanship.”  

God has endowed Bezalel with the skills necessary to perform the 

Tabernacle construction.  First, God filled him with the Holy Spirit.  Without 

this he would have accomplished nothing.  And think of this.  The Bible tells 

us that believers are a living temple—a living tabernacle.  If we are to build 

our lives to reflect this reality we must have the Spirit alive in our hearts.  If 

we try to build it in our own strength we will fail. 

 Let me get at it this way.  In Romans 12 through 15 the Apostle Paul 

paints a picture of what the Christian life is supposed to look like.  Let me 

mention a few of the points he makes.   

 7



Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather 
think of yourself with sober judgement, in accordance with the 
measure of faith God had given you. 

Love must be sincere.  Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to 

love one another. 

Clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think 
about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 

Make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle 
in your brother’s way.   

Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and 
to mutual edification. 

Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order 
to bring praise to God. 

Now faced with a construction list like this, and considering what we have to 

work with, what can we do but despair?  How in the world will we ever be 

able to shape our lives so they look that loving, that holy, that pure?  The 

answer is we can’t—unless God should grant us grace and work inside us by 

his Holy Spirit so we might in his power start to change.  He filled Bezalel 

with the Spirit so Bezalel could build a house for him; He fills believers with 

the Spirit so they can build their lives into temples fit for the king. 
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 Now along with the Holy Spirit God gave his worker Bezalel “skill, 

ability and knowledge in all kinds of crafts…”  I like the translation in the 

King James Version better.  There is uses the terms “wisdom, understanding 

and knowledge.”  Wisdom is the opposite of folly.  It is the fool who says in 

his heart, “There is no God.”  It is the wise man who acknowledges God in 

everything he does.  It is put this way in Proverbs 3: 

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all you ways acknowledge him and he will make 
your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord 
and shun evil. 

In the Book of Job, Job loses almost everything his has.  His children.  His 

home.  His wealth.  His health.  When disaster strikes, his wife has this bit of 

advice for him.  “Curse God and die.”  In response to this Job says, “You are 

talking like a foolish woman.  Shall we accept good from God, and not 

trouble?”  When he called his wife a “foolish woman” he was saying, “You 

are talking like an unbeliever.  You are talking like someone who has never 

met God.  You are talking like someone not in a covenant relationship with 

the Lord.”  In all things Job acted with that wisdom that acknowledges the 

reality of the True and Living God. 

 Bezalel is given wisdom.  He will lean upon God as he works to 

construct the Tabernacle.  He is also given understanding.  This means that 
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he will be discerning and perceptive.  He will see what needs to be done in 

order for the work to be completed.  When this sort of understanding is 

lacking—when people don’t see the big picture and keep in mind how things 

work together—trouble is sure to happen.  I have heard it put this way—

people major in minors and minor in majors.  They forget what is important.  

They spend far too much time on things of little consequence.  They spend 

far too little time on things that have lasting significance.  Their priorities are 

all in the wrong place.   

 Here is a way to judge whether or not your priorities are in the right 

place.  Imagine that this is going to be your last night.  It is sure that your 

last night will come one day; imagine that it is here now.  Then think to 

yourself, “What have I left out?  What have I not said that I ought to have 

said?  What business should I have finished?  Does someone need to hear 

me say, “I love you?”  Does some need to hear me say, “I am sorry?”  Does 

someone need to hear me say, “I forgive you?”  Does someone need to hear 

me say, “Jesus is the way, the truth and the life?  If you come to him in faith 

you will be saved.”  Then think to yourself, “What have I added that didn’t 

need to be included in the first place?”  Have I disciplined my children to 

exasperation over trivial matters?  Have I spoken harshly to my spouse over 

something that I will forget about tomorrow?  What a sad thing to say harsh 
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words that will be long remembered over a matter that will be forgotten in 

an hour’s time.  See the big picture.  Get yourself understanding.  Have a 

clear vision of where you want to go.  Take heed to the word spoken by Paul 

to the Corinthians.  “Run in such a way as to get the prize.” 

 The third thing that God gave Bezalel was “knowledge.”  Knowledge 

here points to the data and facts that are needed to make sure that the job 

gets done with excellence.  Bezalel knew his tools.  He knew the proper 

techniques involved in fashioning articles of metal and wood.  He knew 

where to strike to shape the gemstones and how to do work engraving the 

names of the tribes onto them.  He had the knowledge of a master craftsman.  

You can think of it this way.  Bezalel was given the wisdom to commit 

himself to working according to God’s plan and in God’s way.  He was given 

the understanding to see the overall picture of the project so he knew where 

he was and where he had to go.  And he was given the particular skills he 

needed in order to work the linens, the wood, the gold, silver and bronze.  

From beginning to end God saw to it that his servants received all they 

needed to fulfill his command. 

 But there is more.  God gave Bezalel another gift.  He gave him 

helpers to work alongside him and under his direction.   
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 Moreover, I have appointed Oholiab son of Ahisamach, of the 
tribe of Dan, to help him.  Also I have given skill to all the craftsmen 
to make everything I have commanded you: The Tent of Meeting, the 
ark of the Testimony with the atonement cover on it, and all the other 
furnishings of the tent—the table and its articles, the pure gold 
lampstand and all its accessories, the altar of incense, the altar of burnt 
offering and all its utensils… 

Bezalel wasn’t left to do this work alone.  It was not all riding on his 

shoulders.  He had men to help him do the work and it was together that they 

would do as God had commanded.  Again, the parallels to building the 

church are evident.  We do not build it alone; we build it with the rest of 

God’s people.  Many hands make the work lighter.  Many eyes can see 

whether or not the construction remains on course.  Many shoulders make 

for strength and endurance.   

 We have come to an end of our study of the Tabernacle.  The next 

time we are together, Lord willing, we will look at the golden calf.  Let me 

sum things up in this way.  The Letter to the Hebrews tells us that even 

though God “pitched this tent” it is only a shadow and a copy of the true 

heavenly Tabernacle where Jesus serves even now as High Priest.  When he 

ascended, Hebrews says, “Christ did not enter a man made sanctuary that 

was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for 

us in God’s presence” (Heb. 9:24).  We do not know much about that 

heavenly Tabernacle.  At least we don’t know much about it now.  One day 
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we will know it intimately.  Bunyan was once asked what heaven is like.  He 

didn’t describe it.  This is what he said and it is a word that we all should 

heed.  He said, “Go and live a godly life and you will find out for yourself.”  

In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  
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