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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Sunday by Sunday, when we come to the Apostles’ Creed, we confess 

that Jesus Christ will return again to judge the quick and the dead—the 

living and the dead.  This is as it should be, for the return of Christ is a major 

theme of the New Testament and is a doctrine believed by the church in 

every place and at all times.  Arnold Olson put it this way: 

 Ever since the first days of the Christian church, evangelicals 
have been “looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ.”  They may have 
disagreed as to its timing and to the events on the [end times] 
calendar.  They may have differed as to a pre-tribulation or post-
tribulation rapture—the pre- or post- or non-millennial coming.  They 
may have been divided as to a literal rebirth of Israel.  However, all 
are agreed that the final solution to the problems of this world is in the 
hands of the King of kings who will someday make the kingdoms of 
this world his very own.     

The Lord will return.  Let me give you some statistics.  In the New 

Testament there are 260 chapters and the return of Christ from his heavenly 

throne is mentioned 318 times.  On average, that means that one in every 25 

verses mentions our Lord’s coming again.  In fact, the only New Testament 

books in which his return is not mentioned are Galatians and the Second and 

Third Letters of John—and two very short letters they are.  And listen to the 

words of Jesus himself as he promises to return to earth after his ascension: 



 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this adulterous 
and sinful generation, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when 
he comes in his Father’s glory with the holy angels (Mark 8:38). 

 At that time men will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with 
great power and glory.  And he will send his angels and gather his 
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of he 
heavens (Mark 13:26,27). 

And listen to these familiar and comforting words: 

 In my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, would 
I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And when I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, that where I am, you may be also. 

The Bible insists over and over again that the risen and ascended Christ will 

return for his people, and in our lesson today Jesus tells his disciples a 

parable about the absolute necessity of being ready for that day. 

 Before we get to the lesson itself, let me put it in context.  Jesus has 

just told the parable of he rich fool.  He was the man who stored up great 

wealth in his barns so that he could have a retirement in which he could “eat, 

drink and be merry.”  He was a fool because he had said in his heart that 

there was no God and he lived in just that way.  And on the night in which he 

was to begin his retirement, the God he had long ignored demanded his life 

from him.  Don’t be like this man, Jesus told his disciples.  Don’t be rich in 

the things of the world and poor toward God.  Instead, recognize how richly 



God has blessed you, for you have a God who has counted the very hairs on 

your head.  He has provided for you.  He has protected you.  He has dealt 

with you more abundantly than you thought possible.  So live accordingly.  

Seek after the things of God.  Seek holiness and righteousness.  Seek the 

things that make for mercy, purity and peace.  Live with thankfulness and 

praise.   

 Now in our lesson today Jesus illustrates this truth with a parable 

about wise servants.  You can think of these wise servants as being the 

opposite of the rich fool.  He said in his heart there was no God; these 

servants lived in a holy and reverent fear of the Lord.  Our lesson begins this 

way: 

 Be dressed and ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 
like men waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so 
that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door 
for him. 

Let me set the scene.  The master of the house has gone to a wedding feast.  

Weddings in those days could last for several days, so when the master 

would return was anyone’s guess.  While he was gone, his servants remained 

“dressed and ready for service.”  As one translation puts it, their “loins were 

girded.”  In those days they wore long robes.  Those robes could impede 

their movement.  When they girded their loins, they pulled their robes up 



between their legs and tucked the excess material into their belts.  That way 

they could move around freely, without tripping over themselves.  These 

servants—girded and barelegged—stood ready to serve their master.   

They also had their lamps burning.  The night was dark, so they made 

sure they had oil in their lamps and that the wicks were trimmed for 

maximum light.  Kent Hughes puts it this way in his commentary of Luke as 

he describes the wise servants: 

 They were awake and alert. ...They did not give in to fatigue, 
they displayed no irritable grouchiness, they did not have an 
“attitude.”  Rather, they kept a bright house and bare legs so they 
could spring up to give their master a joyous reception. 
 That is how Jesus’ followers are to wait for him.  It is not to be 
a passive, lethargic wait, but one filled with active service, continual 
preparation and joyous anticipation. 

Our old friend Martin Luther was once asked what he would do it he knew 

the Lord were going to return the very next day.  He replied, “I would plant a 

tree.”  Now that might seem like a strange thing to do, knowing that the 

world was going to be radically altered sometime within the next 24 hours 

while the tree, to be of use, would need 24 years or more to grow.  But 

Luther was making this point.  We are to work at our callings, no matter 

what they might be, right up to the second our Lord appears.  If you are a 

teacher and the Lord is going to come at noon on Tuesday, you are not to go 

to church that day—you must answer the morning bell that calls you to 



class.  If you are a long-term planner for the city building department, don’t 

knock at the doors of a monastery.  Be at your desk at city hall, working 

diligently.  Be a faithful servant working in the Lord’s vineyard at whatever 

task he has given you to do.  Let him find you faithfully and cheerfully 

attending to your regular duties.  That is the proper way to honour him. 

 Now listen to this: 

 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 
watching when he comes.  I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to 
serve, will have them recline at the table and will come and wait on 
them.  It will be good for those servants whose master finds them 
ready, even if he comes in the second or third watch of the night. 

“It will be good for those servants.”  Translated literally, this sentence is 

rendered, “Blessed are those servants.”  This is a beatitude.  Again, let me 

set the scene.  The master returns.  The lights are on.  The fire is warming 

the house.  His servants stand at the ready.  They have a robe for him.  A 

bath is drawn.  A late night meal has been prepared.  The soup is already hot.  

But then things change.  A great reversal takes place.  The master, rather than 

being served, stoops down low to serve the servants.  He girds his loins that 

he might move about freely.  He has the servants recline at the table.  He 

waits on them, bringing them food and drink for their refreshment.     

 That is a picture of two things.  First, it is a picture of the earthly 

ministry of Jesus Christ.  He put on human flesh and came to earth, not to be 



served but “to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.”  And his 

service was a costly one.  It is described in the Apostles’ Creed in this way: 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried.  Suffered, 

crucified, dead and buried.  That is how the apostle’ teaching sums up Jesus’ 

earthly ministry.  A part of that suffering of Christ is portrayed in the Mel 

Gibson movie, The Passion of the Christ.  I saw it a couple of weeks ago 

with Joe and Tanya and members of the Senior Youth Group.  Now there are 

limitations that come along with movies, and this is only a movie.  It is not 

the Bible on film, and we should understand that.  You can’t put the Bible on 

film.  It is in no way a substitute for the biblical witness.  The Bible stands 

alone.  That being said, I think this movie was a serious attempt to come to 

grips with the last hours of Christ’s life.  There were some parts of it that 

reflected Gibson’s Catholicism rather than the Bible, but overall it was worth 

seeing.  I think serves better the devotional purposes of those who are 

already Christians than it does evangelism, because if you do not know the 

story of Jesus already you might not be able to see the significance of what 

is going on.  And that is true especially of the suffering of Christ that is 

depicted.   

In the movie Christ is whipped and beaten brutally.  It goes on and on 

and on.  The punishment he takes is constant and furious.  The Roman 

guards are sadistic and relentless.  But what is not seen in the movie is that 



the greatest pain Christ suffered was not physical but spiritual.  On the cross 

the Bible makes it clear that the holy and spotless Lamb of God was covered 

with all the sins of all his people.  All the filth—everything that makes us 

ashamed—was piled upon his soul.  Jesus knew no sin.  He lived a perfect 

and holy life.  And on the cross the Bible says he became sin for us.  And 

because of that on the cross he suffered the full and enormous wrath of his 

heavenly Father against sin.  He received the full curse that was poured out 

upon him by his Father so that we might be spared.  He was forsaken so that 

we might be received.  That is how our Lord served us in his earthly 

ministry. 

Some time ago—almost five hundred years now—Martin Luther 

wrote a sermon on the suffering of Christ and how a Christian is to reflect 

upon his passion.  It is good advice for us if we are to go to the movie The 

Passion of the Christ.  Luther wrote: 

Some reflect upon the sufferings of Christ in a way that they 
become angry at the Jews, sing and lament about poor Judas, and are 
then satisfied. Others sympathize with Christ as to weep and lament 
for him because he was so innocent.  This is to miss the point. 

But they meditate on the Passion of Christ aright, who so view 
Christ that they become terror-stricken in heart at the sight, and their 
conscience at once sinks in despair. This terror-stricken feeling should 
spring forth, so that you see the severe wrath and the unchangeable 
earnestness of God in regard to sin and sinners, in that he was 
unwilling that his only and dearly beloved Son should set sinners free 
unless he paid the costly ransom for them." But that's not all. . . 



It is then necessary that you deeply believe and never doubt the 
least, that you are the one who thus martyred Christ. For your sins 
most surely did it.  Then cast your sins from yourself upon Christ, 
believe with a festive spirit that your sins are his wounds and 
sufferings, that he carries them and makes satisfaction for them. . . . 
Now bestir yourself to the end: first, not to behold Christ's sufferings 
any longer; for they have already done their work and terrified you; 
but press through all difficulties and behold his friendly heart, how 
full of love it is toward you, which love constrained him to bear the 
heavy load of your conscience and your sin. 

Let the wounds of Christ persuade and convict you of your sins.  And then 

move beyond conviction and let them persuade you of his love and grace 

and your forgiveness.  Always remember: The physical suffering of Christ is 

emblematic of his much greater spiritual suffering.  And it is by his wounds 

that we are healed.   

 Christ serves by giving his life as a ransom for many, for the 

forgiveness of sins.  The second thing that we see portrayed in our lesson is 

the heavenly banquet that is to take place when the Lord returns for his 

people, the wedding supper of the Lamb.  That celebration is describes in 

Revelation 19:6-9. 

 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar 
of rushing waters and like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 
“Hallelujah!  For our Lord God Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and 
be glad and give him glory!  For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
and his bride has made herself ready.  Fine linen, bright and clean, 
was given her to wear.”  (Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the 



saints.)  The angel said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those who are 
invited to the wedding supper of the Lamb!’”  

 The question for us today is this: Are you ready?  Are you ready to go 

to the wedding supper of the Lamb?  Listen to what Charles Spurgeon has to 

say about it: 

 A great change has to be wrought in you, far beyond any power 
of yours to accomplish, ere you can go in with Christ to the marriage.  
You must, first of all, be renewed in your nature, or you will not be 
ready.  You must be washed from your sins, or you will not be ready.  
You must be justified in Christ’s righteousness and you must put on 
his wedding dress, or else you will not be ready.  You must be 
reconciled to God, you must be made like to God, or you will not be 
ready.  Or...you must have a lamp, and that lamp must be fed with 
heavenly oil, and it must continue to burn brightly, or else you will not 
be ready.  No child of darkness can go into that place of light.  You 
must be brought out of nature’s darkness into God’s marvelous light, 
or else you will never be ready to go in with Christ to the marriage, 
and to be forever with him. 

Are you ready?  Have you been washed and renewed?  Are you walking in 

holiness and righteousness, seeking to live according to the law of the Lord 

with thanksgiving, praise and a joyful heart?  Know this for a certainty: The 

Lord is going to come back and when he does you must be ready or you will 

perish.  Nobody can be ready for you.  You must do that yourself. 

 One day the Lord will ask, “What right do you have to come into my 

heaven and sit at my table?”  It will do no good to reply, “Consider my 

mother, Lord.  She was a godly woman.  Look at my Sunday School 



teachers, Lord.  They were godly men and women.  They went out of their 

way to teach me.  They lifted me up on prayer.”  Beloved, your mother’s 

faith will not save you.  Your husband’s faith will not save you.  You will not 

be rescued from the wrath of God by the spiritual lives of your sons or 

daughters.  The question is, “Where do you stand?  Are you ready?” 

 I read these words last week: 

 How can we be ready? 
 By living a godly life that reflects the abundant truth God has 
given us.  “For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to 
all men.  It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly 
passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 
present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious 
appearing of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:11-13). 
 By joyful service.  “Be dressed and ready for service and keep 
your lamps burning, like men waiting for their master to return from a 
wedding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can 
immediately open the door for him” (Luke 12:35,36). 
  

In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 


