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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 We wandered away from our study of Luke over the past couple of 

weeks as we celebrated Easter but today we are back, picking up where we 

left off, but because we have been away, before getting to the lesson itself I 

thought a brief recap would be in order.  Jesus has been speaking to his 

disciples and to a large crowd that has gathered around.  He has warned 

them against the hypocrisy embraced by the Pharisees who have a form of 

godliness but not the power, because ultimately the Pharisees trusted, not in 

God, but in themselves.  Jesus told the crowd that instead of trusting in 

themselves they must look to their heavenly Father alone and, with a spirit 

of thankfulness and praise, they must be faithful servants, ever ready to do 

the Master’s bidding, whatever the time, the place or the circumstance.  And 

Jesus has further told them that the time to decide which it is to be has 

arrived.  It is a critical hour.  It is a time of division and separation.  It is a 

time when each person, whether he wants to or not, will have to make a 

choice.  Let me make it personal.  It is going to boil down to this: Will it be 

your way or will it be God’s way?   



This calling of the people to a time of decision reminds me very much 

of what Joshua did as his ministry came to an end some 1400 years earlier.  

He had brought the people out of the desert across the Jordan River into the 

Promised Land.  He had battled the people of Jericho and the other natives 

of Canaan—the Amorites, Perizzites, Hittites, Jebusites and so on.  Victory 

after victory had been won and it was time for the people to gain their 

inheritance and settle down in their own particular allotments of territory.  

This is what Joshua said to the Israelites on that day: 

 Now fear the Lord and serve him with all faithfulness.  Throw 
away the gods your forefathers worshiped beyond the River and in 
Egypt, and serve the Lord.  But if serving he Lord seems undesirable 
to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, 
whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River or the gods 
of the Amorites, in whose land you are living.  But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.   

What’s it going to be—darkness or light, curse or blessing, death or life?  

That is what is before us today.  Today we are faced with eternal matters.  

Let’s turn to our lesson. 

 He said to the crowd: When you see a cloud rising in the west, 
immediately you say, ‘It’s going to rain,’ and it does.  And when the 
south wind blows, you say, ‘It’s going to be hot,’ and it is.  
Hypocrites!  You know how to interpret the appearance of the earth 
and the sky.  How is it that you don’t know how to interpret this 
present time? 



The weather patterns in the Middle East are utterly predictable.  They are the 

same today as they were in Jesus’ day.  And they were the same in Elijah’s 

day as they were when our Lord walked the earth.  If the wind comes from 

the west—from over the Mediterranean Ocean—there will be rain.  If the 

wind comes from the south or the east—from across the desert—it will be a 

scorcher.  Back in I Kings 17 and 18 we find the story of the Prophet Elijah’s 

battle with King Ahab and the priests of Baal.  Elijah had declared that there 

would be a drought, and drought there was.  It lasted for three years.  When 

it was time for the drought to end, Elijah prayed to the Lord that the rains 

might come.  He bowed down six times and six times sent his servant to 

look westward across the sea.  Six times his servant reported that there was 

nothing there.  After praying for the seventh time, Elijah’s servant reported 

that he could see “a cloud as small as a man’s hand rising from the sea.”  

With that Elijah knew his prayer had been answered and he went about his 

business.  A heavy rain soon followed. 

 The people in the Lord’s day could see and understand easily the 

weather patterns that were all around them.  But there were signs they 

couldn’t see.  Signs that were much more important.  They missed the divine 

storm that had blown in, first from Bethlehem and then from Nazareth.  It 

had swirled throughout Galilee and now was coming from the north to 



Jerusalem itself.  They couldn’t see the moral and spiritual reality that now 

confronted them and called them to a new way of living.  Now some could 

see.  That strange old man Simeon, the one who tarried all day long in the 

temple at Jerusalem waiting to see the “consolation of Israel” was one.  

When, years earlier, Joseph and Mary had brought Jesus to the temple when 

he was a few weeks old, Simeon took the baby Jesus in his arms and said,  

 Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you now dismiss your 
servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen your salvation which you 
have prepared in the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.  

Simeon had eyes to see.  Most had yet to open theirs. 

 Most had yet to open theirs even though the signs were there in 

abundance.  They were clear and unmistakable.  Let me mention a few.  The 

first sign and the greatest sign was Jesus himself.  He was a man in whom 

there was no sin.  He was without moral fault, stain or blemish.  Even his 

enemies knew it.  In John 8, in a confrontation with those who are plotting 

against him, Jesus says, “Can any of you prove me guilty of sin?”  That is 

not a question I would ask.  You wouldn’t either.  But Jesus did, for he knew 

the answer.  He was the spotless Lamb of God, the Holy One of Israel in 

whom there was no darkness, only light.   



 Jesus was a sign not only because of his sinlessness but also because 

of his perfect knowledge, wisdom and understanding.  At the tender age of 

12 he astonished the legal scholars at the temple.  He sat among them, 

listening to them, asking questions and amazing all those who heard his 

answers with his deep understanding.   It was said of him that he spoke, not 

as other men, but as one with authority.  He continually amazed those who 

gathered around him and the testimony of a Samaritan woman was this: “He 

told me everything I ever did.”   

 He was perfect in purity and holiness.  He was perfect in wisdom and 

understanding.  And he was glorious in power.  Jesus demonstrated his 

authority over every area of life.  He asserted authority over disease by 

healing the sick, making the lame to walk, the deaf to hear and the blind to 

see.  He asserted his authority over sin by granting cleansing and forgiveness 

to those who had done great wrong.  He asserted authority over demons by 

casting them out of the possessed.  He showed himself to be Lord over 

nature in multiplying loaves and fishes and by stilling the wind and waves of 

the Sea of Galilee.   He asserted authority over death, in raising the dead to 

life.  In who he was, in what he taught, in what he did, Jesus declared clearly 

and unambiguously, “I am the way, and the truth and the life,” and “I have 

come that men may have life and that to the full.”  Beloved, have you seen 



and understood that sign of the times?  Can you say in your mind and heart, 

“Yes, I have seen the Lord.  I know him.  I trust him.  I love him.  I have cast 

my lot in with him and by his grace I am following in obedience, meekness 

and dependence.  Here I stand.”   

 God give us grace to open our eyes that we may behold Jesus Christ, 

the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  Let me give you 

another sign.  The Bible itself is a sign—a sign that the folks of Jesus’ day 

missed.  Jesus did not simply appear on the scene one day from out of 

nowhere.  His coming was promised long ago.  It was foretold in page after 

page of sacred Scripture.  Let me mention just two of these biblical signs 

that the people missed.  On his deathbed, Jacob called his 12 sons together 

and blessed them and he made prophecies about them and their descendants.  

When it came time to bless Judah, Jacob said, “The scepter will not depart 

from Judah nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes...”  

That is to say, Judah, from whom the kings of the nation would come, would 

hold power until the time of the Messiah.  Then the scepter and the staff—

the symbols of political power and self-rule—would be taken away.  It 

happened exactly that way.  At the coming of Jesus, the Jews lost self-rule.  

They ceased to be political masters in their own house.  That’s why, at the 

time of the Lord’s death, he was handed over to the Romans for crucifixion.  



The Jewish people, headed by the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Supreme Court, no 

longer had the right to impose the death penalty on anyone.  The political 

situation indicated it was time for the Messiah to appear. 

 Here is another sign, written in the Bible.  The last book in the Old 

Testament is Malachi and the last prophecy in Malachi concerns Elijah.  

Malachi closes his book with these words: 

 See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before that great and 
dreadful day of the Lord comes.  He will turn the hearts of the fathers 
to their children and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I 
will come and strike the land with a curse. 

Before the Messiah comes, then, the Bible teaches that Elijah will have to 

return to prepare the way of the Lord.  The disciples of Jesus wondered at 

this.  In Jesus they knew that the Messiah had come, but what of Elijah?  

The explanation is found in Mathew 17: 

 The disciples asked him, “Why then do the teachers of the Law 
say that Elijah must come first?” 
 Jesus replied, “To be sure, Elijah comes and will restore all 
things.  But I tell you, Elijah has already come, and they did not 
recognize him, but have done to him everything they wished.  In the 
same way the Son of Man is going to suffer at their hands.”  Then the 
disciples understood that he was talking to them about John the 
Baptist. 

John the Baptist carried out the Elijah’s ministry of preparation.  Elijah’s 

mantle was upon him and in him the prophecy of Malachi was fulfilled.   



 Are there other signs for us to see?  Yes there are.  Listen to this 

description given by Paul and ask yourself whether or not it seems at all 

familiar: 

 But mark this: there will be terrible times in the last days.  
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, 
abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, 
unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the 
good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God—having a form of godliness but denying its power. 

A few verses later he writes, 

 For the time will come when men will not put up with sound 
doctrine.  Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather around 
them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to 
hear.  They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to 
myths. 

Kent Hughes put things powerfully: 

 The winds are there if we are willing to observe them, and they 
portend a firestorm of judgement, a fact most people prefer to ignore 
or deny.  Thus we have a world culture that, despite the church’s 
witness, rejects the good news that Christ died for their sins and was 
resurrected on the third day, calls good evil and evil good, worships 
money, glorifies perversions, makes heroes of its villains, segregates 
and marginalizes the poor, kills unwanted children and worships itself 
as the measure of all things.  I believe heavy weather is surely 
coming, and coming soon.  The storm warnings are out. 

 Look at the lesson again.  Jesus says, “Why don’t you judge for 

yourselves what is right?”  Well, what’s your answer?  Who is right?  Is the 

Bible correct in its assessment of your heart or is the world correct?  The 



world says, “I’m O.K., you’re O. K.”  It says, “Don’t beat yourself up.  You 

may not be perfect but you’re good enough.  You’re nice.  You don’t try to 

deliberately hurt anyone.  Or at least not very often.  You’ll be fine.  There is 

no reason that God would reject you.  You deserve a heavenly rest if there is 

such a thing as heaven.  If there isn’t, it doesn’t matter anyway.  Just make 

sure you live your life your way.  Be true to yourself.”   

 I would guess that a majority of people think that way.  That’s their 

assessment of the signs of the times.  There may be people in this 

congregation, sitting here this morning, who think this way.  Let me be clear: 

Jesus himself teaches clearly that if those who think this way do not repent 

they will go to hell and suffer an eternity of conscious, unmitigated misery.  

Here is the judgement the Bible renders on the natural man—the person who 

does not have a living faith in Jesus Christ:  

 Whoever believes in [Jesus] is not condemned, but whoever 
does not believe stands condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.  This is the verdict: 
Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil.   

Paul put it this way:  “There is no one righteous, not even one.”  When Paul 

says “no one” he is using a universal negative.  No one means, “no one.”  It 

doesn’t mean “almost no one,” or “all but a select few.”  It means, everyone 



without exception is under the curse of sin—and will remain under the curse 

of sin—unless God should show mercy.   

 To illustrate this truth Jesus uses a mini-parable.  He uses the example 

of a person on the way to the courthouse and trial. 

 As you are going with your adversary to the magistrate, try hard 
to be reconciled to him on the way, or he may drag you off to the 
judge, and the judge turn you over to the officer, and the officer throw 
you into prison.  I tell you, you will not get out until you have paid the 
last penny.   

The idea here is that you are guilty and will be found so.  Prison awaits.  It is 

only the fall of a gavel away.  Before that happens, Jesus is saying, make 

your peace with your adversary.  Beloved, stop contending with God and 

plead with him for mercy.  Do not harden your hearts.  Do not stiffen your 

necks.  Who knows?  He might have mercy on you.  This much is sure: After 

the gavel falls it will be too late.   

 If you have not yet come to Christ, do you want to settle up with him 

now?  Do you want eternal life?  Do you want saving faith?  Listen to this: 

 “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” 
that is, the word of faith we are proclaiming: That if you confess with 
your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised 
him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with your heart that 
you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you 
confess and are saved. 



Let’s settle it now, for Jesus is coming to judge the world.  Bow your heads.  

Those of you, who would like to pray for saving faith, pray this along with 

me in your hearts.   

Gracious God and heavenly Father, 
 Jesus has given a solemn promise, that he who believes in him has 
everlasting life.  Lord God, I believe that promise.  I trust in Christ for my 
salvation.  I believe he died for me.  I repent of my sins.  I desire to follow 
you.  Please give me the assurance of salvation and of eternal life and let me 
live in the knowledge that, when my life in this world comes to an end, I will 
wake up in heaven with you. 
 With heads still bowed, let us all pray, 
Gracious God, 
 We offer you thanksgiving and praise for the blessed gift of your 
salvation, given to us freely at the cost of the blood of Christ.  By your Spirit 
help us together to walk in obedience and joy to the glory of our Lord and 
Saviour.  And help us always to encourage and bless one another along the 
way.  We pray this in Christ’s name.  AMEN. 

If you have prayed this prayer for the first time, see me after the service, for 

we need to talk.  Or you can speak to an elder.  We’ll close with hymn 260—

Just As I Am, without One Plea.   

  


