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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 As we have seen over the course of the last several weeks, Moses had 

a heart for the Lord and a heart for his people.  His heart for the Lord is seen 

in the wonderful communion he shared with God.  He was with him forty 

days on the mountain.  He wrestled with him mightily, importuning God, 

pleading with God, offering his life to God if only his prayers might be 

answered.  The Bible says that Moses spoke to God “face to face.”  It was a 

level of intimacy with God unmatched elsewhere in Scripture.  And Moses’ 

heart for his people is seen in the way his prayers were continually brought 

before God on their behalf.  Moses wasn’t interested in putting himself 

forward.  He wasn’t interested in becoming the first patriarch of a 

completely new people of God, as the Lord had offered.  His goal was to see 

him people walk in holiness that they might enjoy a worshipful relationship 

with God.  He knew that if that goal were to be fulfilled then God himself 

would have to condescend to them to forgive them, to strengthen them, to 

guide them on the way.  And it was for that he continually prayed. 

 You see, the Israelites were a stiff-necked and sinful people and in 

constant need of the intercession of a mediator.  Think about what we have 

seen over the course of the last several weeks.  When Moses was learning 
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from God himself how he was to be worshipped, the Israelites were making 

up their own religion, complete with made up gods and altars and 

ceremonies.  They held God in contempt rather than reverence; they held 

Moses in contempt too.  And even after the Israelite camp had been purged 

to some extent of the evil that had touched it with the slaying of 3,000 and 

the descent of a plague upon the people, their sin was so heinous in the sight 

of God that he declared that although he would grant the people blessings, 

he would not follow them into the land of their inheritance.  He said, “Go up 

to the land flowing with mild and honey.  But I will not go with you, because 

you are a stiff-necked people and I might destroy you on the way.” 

 On hearing this the children of Israel fell into a deep and godly 

sorrow.  They began to realize the wretchedness of their sin.  Their revelry 

turned into sadness and, in an outward expression of their inward desolation 

they stripped off their ornaments—the gold and jewels they had plundered 

from Egypt—and would not wear them until they had entered into the 

Promised Land.  They had come to understand that all of the blessings in the 

world would mean nothing if God’s presence were not with them.  They 

began to see that if God were with them they had everything that counted 

and that nothing, no matter how hard or burdensome the trial really 

mattered.  The Apostle Paul said something similar when he confessed, “I 
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consider that the sufferings of this present time are not with comparing with 

the glory that is to be revealed to us.”  Look: If you have a solid relationship 

with the Lord you are blessed in everything.  When wonderful things come 

to you, you have an opportunity to give thanks.  When terrible things come 

to you, you have an opportunity to suffer in fellowship with Christ and to 

learn in small measure what it was he suffered for you.  If you don’t have a 

solid relationship with the Lord, you are blessed in nothing.  When 

wonderful things come, they will simply cause your final punishment to be 

the greater, for you received these gifts without thanking God and using 

them to his glory.  When terrible things come to you, they will simply be a 

foretaste of what you will have to endure throughout eternity.   

 This lesson, that the Israelites were beginning to learn, Moses already 

knew.  And so Moses, not content to have his people live without the 

presence of God, went boldly to his Maker to plead on their behalf.  Let’s 

turn to the lesson. 

 Moses said to the Lord, “You have been telling me, ‘Lead these 
people,’ but you have not let me know whom you will send with me.  
You have said, ‘I know you by name and you have found favour with 
me.’  If you are pleased with me, teach me your ways so I may know 
you and continue to find favour with you.  Remember that this nation 
is your people.”   
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Notice a number of things.  First, Moses begins with a complaint.  He has 

been named by God to be the leader of this people.  It is a huge job.  A 

difficult job.  But God has not let him know who will go with them to the 

Promised Land now that the people have fallen into dreadful sin.  He has 

said that “an angel” would go before them, but he hasn’t been more specific 

than that.  And second, he points out that for him to fulfill this work that God 

had called him to, he would have to know more.  He would need to continue 

to know more and more of God’s ways.  Moses is saying, in effect, “Lord, 

by having a close and constant fellowship with you, and only by having a 

close and constant fellowship with you can I hope to succeed in the task that 

you have laid upon me.”  “Teach me your ways so that I may know you and 

continue to find favour with you.”  There is a hymn we sometimes sing that 

expresses this truth. 

I need thee every hour, in joy or in pain; 
Come quickly and abide, 

Or life is in vain. 
I need thee, O I need thee, 

Every hour I need thee; 
O bless me now my Saviour, 

I come to thee.  

And then Moses adds, “Remember that this nation is your people.”  

He is saying, “Lord God, not only do I need your presence, so do these your 

people.  You chose me by your grace.  I did not seek you out.  You sought 
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me out.  You gave me this job as leader of Israel and Mediator before you by 

your grace.  I didn’t want it, but you would not let me say ‘No.’ You ignored 

all my excuses and placed your hand upon me irrevocably.  Well, you chose 

these people in the same way.  They did not seek you.  You sought them out.  

They are your people by your gracious choice.  They must have your 

presence too.  Moses might well have adapted that hymn just quoted, saying, 

They need thee, O they need thee, 
Every hour they need thee. 

O bless them now, my Saviour, 
They come to thee. 

Turn back to our lesson.  Let’s pick it up at verse 14: 

The Lord replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will 
give you rest.” 

Then Moses said to him, “If your Presence does not go with us, 
do not send us up from here.  How will anyone know that you are 
pleased with me and with your people unless you go with us?  What 
else will distinguish me and your people from all the other people on 
the face of the earth?” 

And the Lord said to Moses, “I will do the very thing you have 
asked, because I am pleased with you and I know you by name.” 

God answers Moses’ prayer in a wonderful way.  His presence will go with 

Moses into the Promised Land.  The word translated “my presence” is 

literally, “My face.”  God says, “My face will go with you.”  Earlier, in verse 

11, the Bible says that God would “speak to Moses face to face.”  It means 

that God and Moses spoke to Moses in a deeply intimate way.  So here God 
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is saying that he will wholeheartedly and in all his fullness to up to the 

Promised Land with Moses. 

 As wonderful as this promise is, it isn’t enough for Moses, because 

Moses is the Mediator of his people and God did not mention them in this 

promise.  He only said that he would go with Moses.  He didn’t mention the 

Israelites.  And so Moses, in effect, refuses to budge.  Just as Moses 

wouldn’t move aside when God said earlier, “Now leave me alone so that 

my anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them,” even so now 

he refuses to head to the Promised Land unless the fullness of God’s 

Presence goes with the people too.   “If your Presence does not go with us, 

do not send us up from here.”  And to buttress his argument he makes the 

point that if God does not go with them all, the Israelites will be 

indistinguishable from every other people.  And if there is no difference 

between the Israelites and the nations, how then can God be glorified?  God 

answers this prayer.  There will be full restoration of his people.  They will 

all be included in the promise.  As an outward sign of God’s presence with 

the whole of the community, the Tabernacle would be build and it would be 

set up in the midst of the community.   
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 Now I want you to notice something here.  Do you see how bold 

Moses is in his prayers before God?  This man really wrestles with the Lord 

and he doesn’t let go.  He is as stiff-necked in his prayers as his people were 

in their disobedience.  He came before God.  He pleaded with him.  He 

argued with him.  He cajoled.  He just wouldn’t let go.  He wouldn’t stop 

until God’s grace had been poured out in full measure.  Now think on this.  

Moses is a type of Christ and Christ is our Mediator with a capital “M”.  If 

the prayers of Moses are strong to bless his people, how much stronger are 

the prayers of God’s own Son as he intercedes with the Father from the 

throne of grace?  Beloved, whatever your situation, however you have failed 

and plunged yourself into sin, remember that even as Moses called out to the 

Lord on behalf of his people, so the Lord Jesus intercedes for all who have 

come to him in faith, seeking his face and asking his blessing.  And even as 

God promised to give Moses and the Israelites rest, so to does Christ 

promise at this very moment that he will give rest to all who come to him.  

“Come unto me all ye who labour and are heavy laden [with sin] and I will 

give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn of me, for I am gentle and 

humble of heart and you will find rest for your souls.  For my yoke is easy 

and my burden is light.”   
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 Now I said before that Moses was bold in prayer before the Lord.  

What he does next, however, is to pray with a boldness that takes our breath 

away.  This is what he says to God.  “Now show me your glory.”  This is 

what Charles Spurgeon had to say about it: 

That was a large request for Moses to make. He could not have 

asked for more: “I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.” Why, it is the 

greatest petition that man ever asked of God. It seems to me the 

greatest stretch of faith that I have either heard or read of. It was great 

faith which made Abraham go into the plain to offer up intercession 

for a guilty city like Sodom. It was vast faith which enabled Jacob to 

grasp the angel; it was mighty faith which made Elijah rend the 

heavens, and fetch down rain from skies which had been like brass 

before; but it appears to me that this prayer contains a greater amount 

of faith than all the others put together. It is the greatest request that 

man could make to God: “I beseech thee, shew me thy glory.” Had he 

requested a fiery chariot to whirl him up to heaven, had he asked to 

cleave the water-floods, and drown the chivalry of a nation, had he 

prayed the Almighty to send fire from heaven to consume whole 

armies, a parallel to his prayer might possibly have been found; but 

when he offers this petition, “I beseech thee, shew me thy glory,” he 

stands alone, a giant amongst giants; a colossus even in those days of 

mighty men.  His request surpasses that of any other man: “I beseech 

thee, shew me thy glory.” Amongst the lofty peaks and summits of 

man’s prayer, that rise like mountains to the skies, this is the 

culminating point; this is the highest elevation that faith ever gained; 

it is the loftiest place to which the great ambition of faith could climb; 
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it is the topmost pillar of all the towering structures that confidence in 

God ever piled. I am astonished that Moses himself should have been 

bold enough to supplicate so wondrous a favor.  Surely, after he had 

uttered the desire, his bones must have trembled, his blood must have 

curdled in his veins, and his hair must have stood on end.  Did he not 

wonder at himself? Did he not tremble at his own hardihood?  We 

believe that such would have been the case had not the faith which 

prompted the prayer sustained him in the review of it. 

 “Show me your glory.”  Earlier Moses had said, “Teach me your 

ways.”  Now he goes one better.  When he says, “Show me your glory,” he is 

saying, “Lord, I want to know your essential being—your essence—your 

heart.  I want to know you as well as you know me.”  Now there is a very 

important principle for us to take note of here.  God had drawn very near to 

Moses and Moses, for his part, had drawn very near to God.  And the effect 

was this: the more Moses knew God, the more he wanted to know.  The 

closer he got, the closer he wanted to be.  He was never tired of God.  He 

was never satisfied with being where he was with God.  He yearned to get 

nearer and nearer.  Beloved, if you want to have a closer relationship with 

God, you must begin to draw near to him.  You must practice holiness and 

righteousness.  You must cultivate humility and godliness.  The more you 

walk in God’s ways, the more you will want to stay in God’s ways so you 
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might come even closer.  And, of course, the opposite is true.  The more you 

cultivate a taste for the things of the world, the more you give in to sin and 

self, the farther away from God you will want to be.  There is no secret to a 

closer, ever more intimate walk with God.  It is not rocket science.  It is not 

something you need to have a degree to understand.  All you need to do is to 

deny yourself daily, pick up your cross and follow the Lord.    

 Let’s turn back to the lesson. 

 And the Lord said, “I will cause all my goodness to pass in 
front of you, and I will proclaim my name, the Lord, in your presence.  
I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have 
compassion on whom I will have compassion.  But,” he said, “you 
cannot see my face, for no one may see me and live.” 
  

God will pass in front of Moses.  He will pass by in all his goodness. I like 

what Ligon Duncan, the Presbyterian preacher has to say here.  He wrote, 

 God is saying to Moses [that if] there is one thing [his] people 
need to learn out of this whole event it is that God is good beyond 
their imagining.  That is something for us to go back to over and ever, 
even and especially in those moments of our lives when we are 
tempted to doubt the Lord’s goodness in our dealings, when he does 
things that are inscrutable, when he does things that break our hearts, 
when he takes away that which is most precious, when he seems to 
give his children stones for bread.  Then we must remember this 
revelation.  “I am good.  That’s what I am, Moses.  You want to know 
what I am really like?  I am good.” 

Now there is something curious in this account.  As we have seen, God 

spoke with Moses “face to face.”  And yet now we are told that Moses 
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“cannot see the face of God and live.”  Is there a contradiction here?  No, not 

if properly understood.  When the Bible says that God spoke with Moses 

“face to face” it is using that term as a way of saying God spoke with Moses 

in a deeply intimate way.  It does not mean that Moses actually saw the face 

of God.  It is clear it cannot mean that because if it did, then Moses wouldn’t 

have asked to see God’s glory.  He would already have seen it.  And so when 

God says to Moses, “You cannot see my face and live,” he is saying that any 

sinner, looking upon the unveiled face of God, must perish.  Moses asks for 

a level of intimacy that is impossible on this side of life.  It is only after 

death, when we have been fully sanctified and glorified, that we will be able 

to see God literally face to face. 

 Then the Lord said, “There is a place near me where you may 
stand on a rock.  When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in 
the rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by.  Then I 
will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my face must not 
be seen.” 

 There is one thing to say before closing.  To protect Moses God 

placed him in the cleft of a rock.  From that vantage point he was able to see 

God and live, though he was not able to see God’s face.  That cloven rock is 

a picture of Jesus Christ.  He is the rock of our salvation.  On the cross death 

struck him.  There is a cleft in Jesus Christ that is big enough to shelter you.  

And if you are hidden in that cleft—if you are protected by his death—if you 
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are covered by his blood—if you have taken refuge in him—however you 

want to put it—you shall see God and live.  You have Jesus Christ as your 

Mediator and Intercessor.  The Apostle Paul said this.  “Now we see but a 

poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in 

part; than I shall know fully, even as I am fully known.”  You who are in 

Christ take heart.  On the day of his appointing you shall see him face to 

face.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.
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