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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the last several weeks we have seen a number of 

themes developing in our study of Exodus 32 to 34, the passage that deals 

with the incident of the golden calf.  Front and centre is the role of Moses as 

the mediator between God and Israel.  The children of Israel began this 

passage by discounting the importance of Moses.  They suggested that 

somebody else should be picked for the role.  And yet it is clear that had it 

not been for Moses, the Israelites would have been wiped out on the spot.  

The truth of this slowly dawned on the Israelites; they came to understand, at 

least in part, what Moses had done for them.  And as a sign of new found 

respect, they stand at the doors of their tents when he passes by.   

The second great theme in this passage has to do with the terrible 

reality of sin.  Israel was given the Ten Commandments.  They trembled in 

awe as the voice of God spoke to them.  They promised to obey him, saying, 

“Everything the Lord has said we will do.”  And yet the very next moment 

they were making up their own religion, with its own god, its own 

confession of faith and its own rituals and ceremonies.  Now you might ask 

yourself, “How it the world could the Israelites do such a thing?” but before 

you do, make sure you look at your own heart, for you will find the same 
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root of disobedience growing there.  It is as the prophet Jeremiah wrote so 

many years ago: The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  

Who can understand it? 

The third great theme has to do with the mercy and faithfulness of 

God.  Now it is true and judgement comes against the Israelites, but it is a 

measured judgement and one tempered with mercy.  The Israelites didn’t get 

what they deserved.  They got grace.  They got mercy.  Moses’ prayers on 

their behalf were answered and, as we will see tonight, the covenant which 

they shattered was renewed by God.  That said by way of introduction, let’s 

turn to the lesson. 

The Lord said to Moses, “Chisel out two stone tablets like the 
first ones, and I will write on them the words that were on the first 
tablets, which you broke. 

   
 The concrete sign and symbol of the covenant between God and the 

Israelites had been the two tablets that contained the Ten Commandments.  

Moses broke these two tablets when he came down from Mount Sinai and 

saw his people worshiping the golden calf.  He broke them to show 

emphatically that his people had broken the law—they had broken their 

covenant with God.  You can think of it this way.  At its simplest, the 

covenant can be understood as a relationship between God and Israel—one 
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in which God declares that he will be their God and they will be his people.  

When they made and worshiped the golden calf, the Israelites were 

declaring, in essence, that they would not have God to be their God and they 

themselves would not be his people.  Think of the implications of that 

declaration.  As you do it will become clear that if the situation of 

estrangement between the Israelites and their God is going to change, the 

covenant will have to be ratified once more.  It will have to be renewed.  

New tablets will have to be made to replace the broken ones.  Nothing less 

than that will do.  Half-measures won’t put things back to the way they 

were.  Having some blessings restored without restoring this fundamental 

relationship will not suffice.  As we saw last week, having the Promised 

Land without the presence of God—well, it just wouldn’t mean anything.  If 

the Israelites were to be truly blessed God would have to deal with them in 

mercy.  He would have to graciously remake the covenant they had broken. 

And that is what he does.  God commands new tablets to be made on which 

he might again write the law with his own finger and he renews the 

Covenant with Moses, the Mediator and representative of Israel.   

 The lesson continues with God giving these commands to Moses: 

Be ready in the morning, and then come up on Mount Sinai.  
Present yourself to me there on top of the mountain.  No one is to 
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come with you or be seen anywhere on the mountain; not even the 
flocks and herds may graze in front of the mountain. 

We have seen these sorts of detail before, back in Exodus 19 when the 

covenant was first entered into.  In Exodus 19 the giving of the law began in 

the morning.  In our lesson today Moses ascends Sinai in the morning.  In 

Exodus 19 no one was to accompany Moses.  In our lesson today no one is 

to come up the Mountain with Moses.  In Exodus 19 animals were 

prohibited from touching Sinai.  In our lesson tonight animals were 

forbidden to graze at the foot of the Mountain.  The point is this: In order to 

go with Israel into the Promised Land—in order to let his Presence dwell 

with the Israelites wherever they went—God had to renew the broken 

covenant.  He had to do once more what he had already done once and so the 

same steps we saw then are now repeated.   

But there is this difference.  The first covenant ceremony revealed 

God to be a God of grace and mercy.  The second covenant ceremony 

revealed his grace and mercy too, but it revealed it to an even greater degree, 

for his mercy to them the second time is seen against the dark backdrop of 

Israel’s terrible sin.  That God should be merciful and gracious even at such 

a time as this is astonishing—awesome—unfathomable—wonderful.  Psalm 

76:10 says, “Surely the wrath of men brings you praise.”  Even when men 
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strike out against God—even when they express their hatred and contempt 

for them, as the Israelites have done—even that will redound to the praise 

and glory of God.  In our passage tonight God is glorified all the more 

because of the greatness of the sin he has forgiven.  He is glorified for 

bringing restoration to poor wretched sinners.  He shows himself to be not 

just a Saviour, but a mighty Saviour for mighty sinners.   

So Moses chiseled out two stone tablets like the first ones and 
went up Mount Sinai early in the morning, as the Lord had 
commanded him; and he carried the two stone tablets in his hands.  
Then the Lord came down in the cloud and stood there with him and 
proclaimed his name, the Lord.   

Moses goes up the Mountain.  The Lord comes down to the Mountain.  And 

they meet, the Lord passing in front of Moses—literally, “by his face”—and 

making this declaration that proclaims his Name:   

“The Lord, the Lord, the compassionate and gracious God, slow 
to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to 
thousands, and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin.  Yet he does 
not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and their 
children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generations.” 

The name of the Lord is so important in Scripture that it is hard to 

overemphasize.  The third commandment tells us not to take the name of the 

Lord in vain.  The first petition of the Lord’s Prayer is that his name be 

hallowed.  Proverbs 18 says, “The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the 

righteous run to it and are safe.”  In Malachi we read that God has written a 
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scroll or a book or remembrance of those “who feared the Lord and 

honoured his name.”  In the Book of Revelation, the last chapter, we learn 

that God’s name will be written on the foreheads of his people.   

Why is the name of the Lord so important?  The name of the Lord 

represents and reveals who God is.  His name is Jehovah, the great I AM.  

He is the infinite and self-existent God, the God of all holiness, power, 

might, sovereignty, providence, righteousness, wisdom and knowledge.  His 

name is Lord Sabaoth, the Lord of Hosts.  As one commentator translates it, 

he is the King of angel armies who stand ready to do his bidding at a single 

word.  He is Jehovah Jireh, the Lord Who Provides.  He is Jehovah Nisi, the 

Lord our Banner.  He is Jehovah Tsidkenu—the Lord our Righteousness.  All 

of the attributes of God are reflected in his name.  The name of God 

expresses and represents the character of God and so it is to be used with 

reverence and faith and is to be heard with fear and trembling.   

  

In our lesson, after proclaiming his name, the Lord elaborates on the 

attributes that his name comprehends.  He is first of all compassionate.  

What a precious attribute is the compassion or mercy of God.  When David 

fell into sin it was to the mercy of God he looked in hope, saying “I am in 

deep distress.  Let us fall into the hands of the Lord, for his mercy is great; 
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but do not let me fall into the hands of men.”  In Nehemiah the people of 

Israel confess their sins to God on a day of national repentance.  They 

recount how throughout their history they had wandered far from the ways 

of the Lord—and that their sins continue to the present day.  They repent and 

ask for forgiveness because, as they repeat time and time again, God is 

“gracious and compassionate,” in his compassion he has delivered them over 

and over again, and in his great mercy he did not put an end to them or 

abandon them.  The prophet Jeremiah was given a commission by God to go 

to Israel, the Northern Kingdom, with this message: 

 “Return, faithless Israel,” declares the Lord, “I will frown on 
you no longer, for I am merciful,” declares the Lord, “I will not be 
angry forever. 

It is a blessed thing to know deep in our bones that the Lord is 

compassionate—he deals mercifully with his children. 

 The second characteristic God proclaims in his graciousness.  God’s 

graciousness is the ground on which God bestows his mercies.  That is to 

say, God is compassionate because he is gracious.  Now I want you to think 

for a minute or two what that means.  God’s mercies are given because God 

is gracious.  Another way to say it is this: The mercies of God are his gifts to 

us.  We receive the mercy of God not because of anything we have done, but 

because of the sort of God our Lord is.  He is gracious.  Beloved, if our 
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security and assurance rested in our own deeds, our own sincerity, our own 

efforts, our own consistency, our own works of perseverance, then we would 

be miserable indeed.  If we were to rest in our own righteousness, we would 

never enter heaven.  But if our security and assurance rest in God and in his 

grace—if we trust in his faithfulness, his mercy and his power, if we receive 

him as a gift to us, then all will be well.  God and God alone is up to a task 

this difficult.  God and God alone has the power and the will to rescue lost 

sinners. 

 The third characteristic God mentions is what used to be called 

“longsuffering.”  God is slow to anger.  He is patient.  Over the course of the 

last several weeks we have seen the patience of God in a striking way.  The 

Israelites provoked him to his face.  They held him in contempt.  They 

despised him and his servant.  And they did all of this at the very time they 

owed God a debt of gratitude for their rescue from Egypt and debt of 

obedience for the covenant they had entered.  “No other gods before me;” 

the command was as clear as could be.  But as soon as was it given it was 

forgotten.  And at the same time God was explaining how he could be 

approached they were running as far away from him as they could.  The 

Lord is patient and longsuffering.  This is how Peter explains it in his 

Second Letter: 
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 With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 
years are like a day.  The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as 
some understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 The Lord is compassionate, gracious and slow to anger.  He is also 

abounding in love and faithfulness.  These words are often found together in 

the Old Testament, though sometimes the Hebrew word for love is often 

translated as “goodness” or “kindness.”  Eliezer, the servant of Abraham, 

was sent by his master to look for a wife for Isaac.  After finding Rebecca he 

prayed, “Praise be to the Lord, the God of my master Abraham, who has not 

abandoned his kindness and faithfulness to my master.”   Jacob prayed to 

God before he wrestles the angel at the River Jabbok, saying, “I am 

unworthy of all the kindness and faithfulness you have shown your servant.”  

The phrase “love and faithfulness” particularly expresses the idea that God 

will keep his side of the covenant because he has promised to do so.  God 

will be faithful to his word.  The truth, honesty and integrity of the Lord are 

encapsulated in this short phrase. 

 And the love of God extends to thousands of generations.  It extends 

to thousands of generations in spite of their sin, for their sin is covered.  

Look at what God forgives.  It says that God forgives “wickedness, rebellion 
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and sin.”  Three words are used to indicate the comprehensiveness of God’s 

forgiveness and the deepness of our need, for each term points to a particular 

facet of our sin, of our wandering from God.  Let me take them one by one.   

 The first word used is wickedness.  Wickedness has to do with evil.  It 

is a fundamental hostility to God.  When the Israelites engaged in idolatry, 

what they did was wicked.  Their idolatry showed that deep down in their 

bones they were against God. They were fundamentally hostile to the one 

who had blessed them so richly.  A wicked person is a person who sets his 

face against God.  You have heard it put this way before.  We are not sinners 

because we sin.  We sin because we are sinners.  We lack integrity and truth 

in “the inner parts.”  That is what wickedness means.   

 The second word is rebellion.  Rebellion has to do with self-

assertiveness.  It is defiance in the face of proper authority.  Rebellion 

involves my saying “Me, me, me,” to myself instead of “You, you, you,” to 

God.  Being autonomous-- being a law unto ourselves--this is rebellion.  The 

Book of Judges ends with these words: “In those days Israel had no king; 

everyone did as he saw fit.”  That, beloved, is rebellion.  Think of King 

Ahab and Naboth.  Ahab wanted Naboth’s vineyard.  Naboth didn’t want to 

sell.  His land had been given to him by God.  It was God’s inheritance to his 

family.  Ahab, after the prodding of his wife Jezebel, came to the conclusion 
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that he would take Naboth’s vineyard anyway.  After all, what good is being 

king if you cannot simply take what you want?  That is rebellion.  We 

engage in rebellion when we cross the borders God has set about us through 

his law for both his glory and our protection.  The rebel says, “I will cross 

those lines.  I do not recognize either God’s right to rule or my obligation to 

submit.”   

 The third word used is “sin”.  Sin means failure.  Missing the mark.  It 

comes from an archery term.  We sin when we miss the true goal of life, the 

glory of God, and turn glory into shame.  Jesus told a parable about a man 

who sinned in this way.  He was a rich man.  A farmer.  He was blessed with 

good crops.  In fact, his crops were so good he didn’t have anywhere to store 

them.  So he set about a building project.  He would build bigger barns, 

larger storehouses, until he had enough to secure his future.  Once he got 

that taken care of, he could really begin to live.  You know the verdict.     

 But God said unto him, “Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then whose shall those things be, which thou hast 
provided.  So is he that layeth up treasures for himself, and is not rich 
toward God. 

Can this be said of us, that we are rich in things and poor toward God?  If it 

can, it should break our hearts and drive us to God who is “compassionate 

and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in love and faithfulness.” 
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 When God proclaimed his name in this way Moses did the only thing 

he could do.  He fell on his face and worshiped. 

 Moses bowed to the ground at once and worshiped.  “O Lord, if 
I have found favour in your eyes,” he said, “then let the Lord go with 
us.  Although this is a stiff-necked people, forgive our wickedness and 
our sin, and take us as your inheritance.” 

Moses worshipped.  He prayed.  And God answered.  The people were 

forgiven.  The Lord’s presence went with them.  He took Israel as his 

inheritance.  J. Wilbur Chapman wrote the hymn “Jesus, What a Friend for 

Sinners.”  He told the story of a German mathematics professor who was 

converted under his ministry.  One morning at a Bible study Chapman said 

that God had taken our sins as far away as the east is from the west.  Then he 

asked the math professor, “How far is the east from the west?”  The man 

answered with tears in his eyes, saying, “You cannot measure it.  If you 

drive a stake into the ground and keep the east ahead of you and the west 

behind you, you can go around the world and come back to your stake and 

the east will still be ahead of you and the west will still be behind you.  The 

distance is immeasurable.  And thank God, that is where my sins have gone.  

God give us grace that we might truly confess the same thing.  In Christ’s 

name.  AMEN.  
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