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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Before we come to our lesson this morning, I want to put things in 

perspective and I want to do that in two ways.  First, we'll review what has 

been going on over the course of the past several months.  Second, we'll take 

a look at what has been going on for the past several weeks.  But first things 

first.  Over the course of the past several months we have found that the 

Pharisees and scribes and others among the rulers of the people of Israel 

have not responded positively to Jesus Christ.  In fact, that is a bit of an 

understatement.  Rather than embrace Jesus with faith and joy, they have 

opposed him at every turn.  They have attributed his miracles to the power of 

Satan.  They have complained when his acts of mercy were accomplished on 

the Sabbath.  They have tried to set traps for him as he taught the gathering 

crowds, asking him questions not because they wanted answers but because 

they wanted him to say something foolish or incriminating.  And they have 

plotted against him.  It is clear that they want to have done with him and the 

sooner the better.   

 Now these folk see themselves as belonging to the faith and practice 

of the patriarchs and the prophets of God.  They think they are part of that 

long line that started with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and that the covenant 



promises made by God through them are theirs.  But in this they are deeply 

mistaken and as we have seen over the course of the past several weeks, 

Jesus has been telling them plainly that they are not only wrong, they are 

blind, stubborn and sinful.  And he has been warning them that the time is 

short for them to change.  The signs are clear.  A choice must be made and it 

must be made immediately.  If they do not want to enter into condemnation, 

they must repent and receive him with humble and contrite spirits.  It is 

either that or perish. 

 That message has been stressed in different ways in the 13th chapter 

of Luke.  He has told his followers outright that they must repent or they will 

perish.  He has used a parable of a barren fig tree to illustrate the necessity of 

repenting and having a real and fruitful relationship with him.  He has shown 

the consequences of not repenting by naming pharisaical hypocrisy for what 

it was and by showing the ugliness of an unrepentant heart.  And today he 

uses the illustration of the narrow door.  Let's take a look at our lesson: 

 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he 
made his way to Jerusalem.  Someone asked him, "Lord, are only a 
few people going to be saved?" 

Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem.  That is no accident.  It is not by chance.  

Jerusalem is where the opposition to him will reach its zenith and where he 



will enter into his passion.  As Jesus will tell us next week, it's in Jerusalem 

that the prophets of God are killed.   

 Well, as he walked along, someone asked him about the number of 

people who would be saved.  Will there be few or many?  Now it is only 

natural that such a question would arise at this time.  You see, the general 

expectation at that time was that all Jews--save for a few particularly nasty 

ones--blasphemers, resurrection deniers and the like--would be saved.  The 

Mishnah, which is a Jewish commentary on the Old Testament held with 

great reverence and thought to be imbued with authority, has this to say: 

 All Israelites have a share in the world to come, for it is written, 
Thy people also shall be all righteous, they shall inherit the land for 
ever; the branch of my planting, the work of my hands that I may be 
glorified. 

But while that was the general expectation, Jesus had been teaching 

something quite different.  He taught that the bridegroom would come and 

shut the door and many would be locked out.  He taught that judgement was 

near and that in the judgement even families would be divided, father against 

son and mother against daughter.  So what would it be?  Would many or few 

be saved? 

 Now Jesus doesn't answer this directly here, although in Matthew 7, in 

the Sermon on the Mount, he tells us that the answer is "few".  He says there 



that "small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few 

find it."  How much is a few in the economy of heaven?  I don't know.  But 

if we examine the world around us, we will not doubt it.  Listen to what J. C. 

Ryle has to say: 

 [You] have only to look around… and compare the ways of the 
many with the word of God, and [you] will soon come to the 
conclusion, if [you are] an honest man, that the saved are few.  It is an 
awful conclusion.  Our souls naturally turn away from it.  But 
Scripture and facts alike combine to shut us up to it.  Salvation to the 
uttermost is offered to men.  All things are ready on God's part.  Christ 
is willing to receive sinners.  But sinners are not willing to come to 
Christ.  And hence few are saved. 

 In the most important way, of course, the particular number of the 

saved doesn't matter.  The only thing that does is whether you are in that 

number or not.  It's like the old spiritual says: "Lord, I want to be in that 

number, when the saints go marching in."  And that is why Jesus answers the 

question in the way he does: 

 He said to them, "Make every effort to enter through the narrow 
door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.   

There is only one door and the door is narrow.  It is narrow in three ways.  

First, it is narrow because there is only one door.  The Christian religion is 

not one of many doors; it is the one and only door.  Jesus said, "I am the 

resurrection and the life.  No one comes to the Father but by me.  The "no 

one" Jesus speaks of here is called a universal negative.  It does not mean 



"almost no one."  It does not mean "except for a few."  It means "nobody, 

period."  Now when Jesus says, "but by me," he is saying that there is one 

exception to this rule.  People can come to the Father, if they come through 

him.  But it must be through him.  He alone is the way to the Father.    In 

Acts 4 we find the apostles Peter and John before the Sanhedrin.  Peter, in 

testifying, was filled with the Holy Spirit.  This is what he said of Christ.  

"Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 

given to men by which we must be saved."  There is only one door and only 

one Saviour.  If you try to get into the kingdom another way, you are a thief 

and a robber and you will be cast out.   

 Now this is one of the most unpopular teachings of Jesus that I know.  

It is diametrically opposed to the tolerant, broadminded ways of the modern 

and postmodern world.  Today you are very likely to hear statements like 

this: "You have your truth, but I have my truth and you know what?  We are 

both right.  You are on your pathway to God.  I am on my pathway.  If we 

cross pathways, hey, it's beautiful.  But if not, it doesn't matter.  We're both 

going to the same place anyway.  When you get right down to it, all religions 

are equally true."  The problem is, of course, that that's a lie.  The very first 

commandment says, "I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery.  You shall have no other gods before me."  



When God says that we are to have no other gods before him, he is not 

saying that we can have as many gods as we want as long as he is number 

one.  He is saying we can have no other gods before his face, or in his sight.  

And because he can see all things and is everywhere present, it means we 

can have no other gods period.  Jesus expressly confirms it here.  There is 

one God and one way to him, and that way is through Christ.   

 "But how can you believe that?" someone will say.  "How can you 

have a God that is so narrow-minded and small?  Surely God is bigger than 

that!"  Beloved, that sort of talk makes me tremble.  When people say things 

like that, I am surprised they are not struck down on the spot.  Think of the 

wretchedness of sin, its ugliness and its horror.  Think of the cost of 

forgiveness.  The holy, spotless Lamb of God put aside his heavenly glory, 

put on the weakness of human flesh, was made sin so that we might be made 

righteous and took upon himself the full wrath and fury of a holy God while 

dying on the cross at Calvary.  The wonder is not that there are not more 

ways for sinners to go to God; the wonder is that there is any way at all.   

 The door is narrow because it is a single door.  It is also narrow 

because there is only one way to go through it.  You have to enter this door 

in the right way.  Jesus explains God's terms for entrance in Luke 5:31, 32.  



In that passage, in answering a question about why he eats and drinks with 

tax collectors and sinners, the Lord says, "It is not the healthy who need a 

doctor, but the sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to 

repentance."  To gain entrance to the kingdom, you must know your need 

and you must come to Jesus for help.  In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus 

begins the Beatitudes by saying, "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven."  The poor in spirit are those who know that they 

have no spiritual resources of their own that can commend them to a holy 

God.  They know they are without merit or goodness or righteousness.  They 

have looked at their good works and have seen that even at their best they 

are not acceptable to a holy God.  They have seen that all their righteousness 

is only filthy rags.  They can sing, not only with their lips but with their 

hearts, 

Nothing in my hands I bring, 
Simply to thy cross I cling. 

Naked, come to thee for dress; 
Helpless look to thee for grace. 

Foul I to the fountain fly, 
Wash me Saviour, or I die. 

 To enter through this door you need to come as a spiritual beggar.  

Think of it this way: The door is so narrow you can't carry any baggage with 

you.  You can't say, "Lord, open up my suitcases and see what you find.  I 



think you will be pleased.  I have been a member of the church for years.  I 

have served on boards and in Sunday School.  I have tithed.  I have paid my 

taxed.  I have worked hard.  I have been a good father and husband.  I won a 

citizenship award one year.  I have done this.  I have done that.  God, I have 

earned my place in your kingdom.  Give me what I deserve."  Come to 

Christ on that basis and I promise you, you will be cast out of the kingdom 

and plunged into ruin and everlasting misery.  Beloved, to enter through this 

door we need to come with humble, contrite spirits.  We need to say to the 

Lord, "Jesus, if you were to give me my just deserts I would perish.  I don't 

want your justice.  I plead for your grace and mercy.  Even though I don't 

deserve it, please take my sins and pay for them for me.  Suffer in my place.  

Be cursed by your Father so I can be blessed by him.  Go through the pains 

of hell so I can know the joy of heaven.  Act toward me with love and 

compassion."  God grant us grace that me might never take forgiveness for 

granted.  Never let us imagine that it is easy or cheap.   

 There is one door and one door only.  There is only one way to enter 

through that door.  The way is through humility, confession and repentance.  

And there is a third way in which the door is narrow.  It is narrow in terms of 

time.  That is to say, the door will not be open forever.  Listen to what Jesus 

says: 



 Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because 
many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.  Once the 
owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand outside 
knocking and pleading, "Sir, open the door for us." 
 But he will answer, "I don't know you or where you come 
from." 
 Then you will say, "We ate and drank with you, and you taught 
in our streets." 
 But he will reply, "I don't know you or where you come from.  
Away from me, all you evildoers!" 
 There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you 
see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of 
God, but you yourselves thrown out. 

The words of Jesus are plain and their meaning is clear.  It is a solemn and 

awful pronouncement our Lord makes.  J. C. Ryle expounds upon these 

words in this way: 

 A day is coming on earth when the long-suffering of God 
toward sinners shall have an end.  The door of mercy, which has been 
so long open, shall at last be shut.  The fountain opened for all sin and 
uncleanness [to be washed away] shall at length be closed.  The throne 
of grace shall be removed, and the throne of judgement shall be set up 
in its place.  The great assize of the world shall begin.  All that are 
found impenitent and unbelieving shall be thrust out forever from 
God's presence.  Men shall find that there is such a thing as "the wrath 
of the Lamb."   

 Don't let this happen to you.  Don't believe too late, repent too late and 

sorrow for sin too late.  Don't pray too late, be anxious about salvation too 

late or yearn for heaven too late (Ryle).  Should you be too late you will 

weep in "inconsolable, never-ending wretchedness and utter, everlasting 



hopelessness" (Hendriksen).  Should you be too late you will gnash your 

teeth in a frenzy of anger and unmitigated rage that will leave you forever 

bereft of peace.   

 But there is no reason that this should happen to you.  Jesus says, 

"Make every effort to enter though the narrow door."  The word translated 

"make every effort," or, as it has it in some other versions, "strive" is 

agonizomai.  It's where we get the word "agonize".  Ryle puts it as well as 

anyone.  He writes, 

 Whatever others may do in religion the Lord Jesus would have 
us know that our duty is clear.  The gate is strait.  The work is great.  
The enemies of our souls are many.  We must be up and doing.  We 
are to wait for nobody.  We are not to inquire what other people are 
doing, and whether many of our neighbours and relatives and friends 
are serving Christ.  The unbelief and indecision of others will be no 
excuse at the last day.  We must never follow a multitude to do evil.  If 
we go to heaven alone, we must resolve by God's grace we will go.  
Whether we have many with us or a few, the command before us is 
plain.  Strive to enter in. 
 Whatever others may think in religion the Lord Jesus would 
have us know that we are responsible for exertion.  We are not to sit 
still in sin and worldliness, waiting for the grace of God.  We are not 
to go on still in our wickedness, sheltering ourselves under the vain 
plea that we can do nothing until God draws us.  We are to draw near 
to him in the use of the means of grace.  How we can do it is a 
question with which we have nothing to do.  It is in obedience that the 
knot will be untied.  The command is express and unmistakable.  
Strive to enter in. 



Be up and doing.  Gather Sunday by Sunday with the people of God.  Read 

your Bible.  Pray.  Keep a clear conscience by confessing your sins and 

trusting in the promises of Christ.  Commit yourself to walking in godliness 

and righteousness.  Learn more and more to hate sin and to love the truth.  

Strive in this way and you will enter his gates with thanksgiving and his 

courts with praise.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.   


