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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the past several weeks as we have followed along 

in the footsteps of our Lord we have found Jesus urgently and 

compassionately warning those who have gathered around him about the 

necessity of repentance and the peril of a hardened heart.  "You must repent 

or you will perish," our Lord says.  It is as simple as that.  And you must do 

it now, while the door of repentance is still opened, for the time will come 

when it will be closed and when it is closed it will be closed forever and 

those on the outside will be left with nothing but deep anguish and heavy 

bitterness and everlasting torment.  Beloved, it is a serious warning that 

Jesus gives.  It is a warning about eternal consequences.  And the thought of 

an eternity in hell is so terrible to contemplate that were this warning not 

from the lips of our loving, gracious and compassionate Lord himself, we 

would be all too likely to dismiss it altogether.  If it came from John the 

Baptist or Peter or Thomas, that would be one thing, but it is Jesus who talks 

more about hell than anyone else in the New Testament.  That is not an 

accident.  That this dire message comes to us from him, who gave up his life 

for us, from him who was mocked, beaten and pierced in our place, means 

that we must take this warning with utter seriousness, face it squarely and 

come to grips with it.  It is not something we can just slough off.   



 Now there were in the time of Jesus' earthly ministry those who heard 

this message without alarm.  They did not believe Jesus nor did they receive 

the miracles that clearly demonstrated his authority over all things, even life 

and death, as a sign from God.  Rather than repent and embrace Jesus, they 

were determined to be rid of him.  Turn to the lesson and we will meet some 

of them. 

 At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, 
"Leave this place and go somewhere else.  Herod wants to kill you."   

The Herod the Pharisees are speaking of was Herod Antipas, the son of 

Herod the Great.  Herod the Great was the ruler of Judea when Jesus was 

born.  He was the one who had met with the wise men and commanded the 

boy babies of Bethlehem to be slaughtered.  When he died shortly thereafter, 

his kingdom was divided up into four parts and his sons took over.  Herod 

Antipas was ruler over Galilee and Perea.  Perea was a narrow section of 

land on the east side of the Jordan River running down from the Sea of 

Galilee to the Dead Sea.  It was Herod Antipas who had commanded the 

beheading of John the Baptist.  It was to Herod Antipas that Pilate sent Jesus 

during the time of the Passion. 

 In any event, a group of Pharisees came to Jesus to warn him about 

Herod's threats.  Now it may have been the case that Herod really wanted to 



kill Jesus.  He was, after all, a brutal ruler.  It may also have been the case 

that he only wanted to scare Jesus off.  You see, he saw the Lord as a 

political threat, for while the Lord was a popular figure Herod was not.  If he 

could get Jesus out of his territory quickly, and at this point Jesus was in 

Perea and heading south, political tensions in his kingdom could be 

assuaged.  On the other hand, it might have been personal rather than 

political.  It may have been Herod's vain attempt to quiet his conscience that 

had been accusing him since he beheaded John the Baptist.  He may have 

reasoned that getting rid of Jesus, the Baptist's cousin, the one that John 

heralded, might bring him some peace of mind.  In any event, a threat was 

made. 

 Now the Pharisees were the natural enemies of Herod.  Herod 

represented the hated and oppressive Roman Empire.  The Pharisees 

represented Jerusalem and the Israelite nation.  But while they were bitter 

enemies, they were united in this: they both hated Jesus and they both 

wanted the Lord in Jerusalem.  Herod wanted him there so he would be out 

of his hair.  The Pharisees wanted Jesus in Jerusalem because it was there 

that their power was the greatest.  It was there that the Sanhedrin was to be 

found.  It was there that their plots against Jesus would have the greatest 

chance of success.  They were not doing Jesus any favour when they warned 



him about Herod; they were advancing their own interests.  Jesus, of course, 

knew this.  He was able to search the hearts of men.  And we can see this 

clearly in the reply he makes.  In our lesson Jesus sends a message to Herod, 

a message to the Pharisees, and a message to the people of Jerusalem, who 

are representatives of the Jewish people as a whole.  We'll take these 

messages in order, one at a time.   

 This is our Lord's message to Herod.  "Go tell that fox, 'I will drive 

out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will 

reach my goal.'"  Jesus calls Herod a "fox."  In the culture of the day a fox 

was considered to be crafty and deceitful, a wanton destroyer and an utterly 

insignificant beast.  Jesus speaks of Herod in tones of utter contempt.  He 

does not offer him the gospel.  He does not call him to repentance.  Herod is 

reprobate.  Damnation is his destiny.  Although he doesn't know it, Herod is 

a walking dead man in every way.  The Biblical commentator Leon Morris 

put it this way: "When Jesus has nothing to say to a man, that man's position 

is hopeless."   

 After calling Herod a "fox", Jesus, in essence, says that he will carry 

on his ministry as usual.  He will not change because of the threats.  He will 

not retreat.  He will do his work and reach his goal.  Now the three days that 

Jesus speaks of here are not three literal days.  It is an unspecified length of 



time.  He says three days to indicate that his work is the work of atonement.  

He will die and rise again on the third day, victorious over sin and death and 

the grave.  And there is nothing that can stop this work.  It was ordained 

from before the beginning of creation.  Herod, for all his earthly might, had 

no power at all to hurt Jesus.  "No weapon forged against [the Lord] could 

prosper" (Ryle).   

 I like very much the application that Bishop Ryle makes in his 

commentary on this passage.  Listen to this: 

 Our Lord, no doubt, spoke with a prophetic foresight of coming 
things.  He knew the time of his own death and he knew that this time 
was not yet come.  Foreknowledge like this, of course, is not granted 
to believers in the present day.  But still there is a lesson here which 
we ought not to overlook.  We ought, in a certain measure, to aim at 
having the mind that was in Christ Jesus.  We ought to seek to possess 
a spirit of calm, unshaken confidence about things to come.  We 
should study to have a heart "not afraid of evil tidings," but quiet, 
steady and trusting in the Lord. 
 …when we have done all, we should remember that though 
duties are ours, events are God's.  We should therefore endeavour to 
leave things to come in God's hands, and not to be over-anxious about 
health, or family, or money or plans.  To cultivate this frame of mind 
would add immensely to our peace.  How many of our cares and fears 
are about things which never come to pass!  Happy is the man who 
can walk in our Lord's steps and say, "I shall have what is good for 
me.  I shall live on earth till my work is done, and not a moment 
longer.  I shall be taken when I am ripe for heaven, and not a minute 
before.  All the powers of the world cannot take away my life, till God 
permits.  All the physicians on earth cannot preserve it, when God 
calls me away." 



Beloved, what a comfort it is to live in the blessed and vivid awareness that 

our God is a sovereign God and that all things are in his hands.  He has 

ordained all things in his perfect knowledge, understanding and wisdom.  

Because he rules there is no such thing as luck or chance or accident.  Now 

there are times--many times--when terrible things happen.  There are many 

times when we don't understand why or cannot understand God's thinking or 

planning.  There is a lot that remains mysterious to us.  But we know that 

God is holy, righteous, loving and compassionate.  He has sent his son to die 

in the place of sinners.  And so while often we cannot understand, we can 

walk by faith and not sight.  We can trust the God who has done so much for 

us.  At the end of the day--the Day of the Lord--we will understand with a 

perfect understanding and we will say with all the saints and the company of 

heavenly angels,  

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God.   
How unsearchable his judgements, 
And his paths beyond tracing out! 

Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
Or who has been his counselor? 

Who has ever given to God, 
That God should repay him? 

For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be the glory forever!  AMEN! 

 After sending a message to Herod, Jesus gives a message to the 

Pharisees.  It's found in verse 33 and it is filled with scathing irony: 



 In any case, I must keep going today and tomorrow and the next 
day--for surely no prophet can die outside Jerusalem!  

"For surely not prophet can die outside Jerusalem."  Moffat's translation puts 

it this way: "It would never do for a prophet to perish except in Jerusalem."  

Jesus is saying to the Pharisees, "I'll go to Jerusalem, as you wish.  I'll go to 

that city where the prophets of God are routinely killed by people like you!"  

Let me give you a couple of examples.  This comes from II Chronicles 24: 

 Then the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah son of Jehoiada 
the priest.  He stood before the people and said, "This is what God 
says: 'Why do you disobey the Lord's commands?  You will not 
prosper.  Because you have forsaken the Lord, he has forsaken you.'"   
 But they plotted against him, and by order of the king they 
stoned him to death in the courtyard of the Lord's temple. 

This is found in Jeremiah 26: 

 Now Uriah son of Shemaiah from Kiriath Jearim was another 
man who prophesied in the name of the Lord; he prophesied the same 
things against this city and this land as Jeremiah did.  When King 
Jehoiakim and all his officers and officials heard his words, the king 
sought to put him to death… 
 They brought Uriah out of Egypt and took him to King 
Jehoiakim, who had him struck down with a sword and his body 
thrown into the burial place of the common people.  

Time and again the pattern repeated itself.  When the message was not 

received, the messenger was shot.   

 Now when Jesus considered the plots of the Pharisees and the 

blindness of his people in Jerusalem, his heart was moved to sorrow.  He 



knew the crimes, spiritual and otherwise of his people.  He knew what lay in 

store for him on a hill called Calvary.  And his heart went out to them in 

lamentation.   

 "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone 
those sent to you, how often I have longed to gather your children 
together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were 
not willing! 

The problem is not that Jesus is unwilling to save men; it is that men are not 

willing to be saved.   

 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some 
understand slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to 
perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 

 God our Saviour…wants all men to be saved and to come to a 
knowledge of the truth. 

 As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign Lord, I take no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked, but rather that they turn from their 
ways and live.  Turn!  Turn!  Turn from your evil ways!  Why will you 
die, O house of Israel?   

In John 5 Jesus asserts that the Bible witnesses to him.  The prophecies point 

to him.  They speak of who he is and what he is to do.  And then he says 

this: 

 You diligently study the Scriptures because you think that by 
them you possess eternal life.  These are the Scriptures that testify 
about me, yet you refuse to come to me to have life. 

Jesus receives sinners with a willing heart.  He does not turn away those who 

cast themselves upon him.  He will never say, "I am sorry.  I wish I could 



receive you, but I have run out of mercy.  My stores of grace are used up.  

My merit has been all spent.  I have nothing left for you."  Beloved, if we are 

lost, we will only have ourselves to blame.  The blood will be upon our own 

heads.   

 Now let me be clear here, because we are getting into territory in 

which matters are mysterious.  The Bible teaches clearly and over and over 

again that if we are saved, the glory belongs to God alone.  Our salvation is 

of grace alone and not of works, lest any man should boast.  You can take no 

credit at all for a new heart that was given you by a sovereign act of God 

while you were still a sinner dead in trespasses.  You had nothing to do with 

your birth into this world.  You had nothing to do with your rebirth as a child 

of God.  As Jesus said, "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent 

me draws him."   

 At the same time, the Bible also teaches over and over again that if we 

perish in our sins it is our own fault.  We and we alone are responsible and 

no one else.  We reap what we sow.  That is an immutable law of God.  Now, 

quite frankly, I cannot get my mind around this and neither can you.  I don't 

know how these two things come together.  But the answer to that is, "So 

what?  Who cares what Ken Ramsay does or doesn't understand?"  God's 



sovereignty in all things, salvation included, and man's responsibility are 

both taught and one day, in the hereafter, they shall appear in perfect 

harmony.  Until that day, we will simply have to recognize that God himself 

has declared, "My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 

ways."  As it says in Job, "He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed."   

 Our lesson ends with these heartbreaking words of prophecy: 

 Look, your house is left to you desolate.  I tell you, you will not see 
me again until you say, "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord."   

"Your house is left to you desolate."  Because the people would not turn to 

Christ, Jerusalem the centre of the nation would be destroyed in judgement.  

In the years 68-70 A.D. a Roman army came against the city.  It was starved 

into submission before being entered and put to the torch.  The historian 

Josephus says that the roofs of the city were thronged with famished women 

and their babies and that the alleys and laneways were filled with the corpses 

of the elderly.  Children and young people swollen from starvation "roamed 

like phantoms through the marketplaces and collapsed wherever their doom 

overtook them."  But there was throughout the city an eerie silence, with no 

lamenting or wailing.  The famine had taken such a hold the people had no 

strength left and were numb with shock.  The bodies were so many that, in 



the end, there was no place to bury them.  They were simply tossed over the 

city walls.   

 Christ's verdict on Jerusalem, that it would be desolate, was not, 

however, the last word, for he concluded, "I tell you, you will not see me 

again until you say, 'Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'".  

This points to Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday, but it 

also points to Christ at his second coming.  Palm Sunday, you see, is a type 

or foreshadowing of the return of Christ at the end of history.  And when 

Christ returns, many in Israel will understand and believe.  The veil will be 

lifted from their eyes and they will receive him of whom the Scriptures 

testify.  When they come to Isaiah 53 they will know that it is of their 

Messiah that it speaks: 

 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and 
familiar with suffering.  Like one from whom men hide their faces he 
was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he took up our 
infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by 
God, smitten by him and afflicted.  But he was pierced for our 
transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 

Beloved, that is the truth.  Receive it with your whole heart.  Receive the 

Lord Jesus and live.  In Christ's name.  AMEN. 


