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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 In our lesson tonight we finish our study of Moses in the Book of 

Exodus.  That does not mean, however, that we have come to an end of our 

study of Moses.  Next week we will continue to follow this great man of 

God as we open the pages of the Book of Numbers.  In fact, we will be with 

Moses for another forty years, for the Book of Numbers tells of the 

wanderings of Israel in the desert from the time they left Sinai until the time 

they crossed the Jordan River under the leadership of Joshua.  Now I won’t 

be taking that long to trace Israel’s journey, of course.  In fact, it will be 

more like a number of months.  And unlike our study so far, I won’t be going 

through Numbers verse by verse.  Instead, I will be touching on some of the 

most important and fascinating episodes: the quail sent from God; the 

rebellion of Miriam and Aaron; the exploration of Canaan by the spies, 

Israel’s rebellion; the bronze snake and so on.   

 But in any event, that is for next week.  This week we find ourselves 

in the closing verses of Exodus.  When we were together last we were with 

Moses as he came down from the mountain with his face radiant with the 

reflected glory of God.  The people, who had been rebellious toward God 

and somewhere between indifferent and hostile to Moses, had come to a 
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fresh appreciation of what the ministry of their leader had meant.  Moses, 

through his importuning of the Lord, had both saved his people from 

destruction and secured a wonderful promise from God.  God’s presence 

would go with the Israelites to the Promised Land.  The covenant which 

Israel had broken through her sin and rebellion would be renewed.  And as a 

sign of God’s presence in the midst of the people the Tabernacle was to be 

built.  No longer would Moses meet with God in a little tent outside the 

camp; now the Tabernacle as commanded by God in Exodus 25 through 31 

would be built. 

 Now we have skipped over the actual construction of the Tabernacle 

to come to our lesson tonight.  Moses sets up the Tabernacle and the glory of 

the Lord descends.  Let’s look at the lesson: 

 So the tabernacle was set up on the first day of the first month 
in the second year.  When Moses set up the tabernacle, he put the 
bases in place, erected the frames, inserted the crossbars and set up the 
posts.  Then he spread the tent over the tabernacle and put the 
covering over the tent, as the Lord commanded him. 

Let me make two points.  First, all this took place on the first day of the first 

month of the second year.  That is, we find ourselves almost exactly one year 

from the date of the first Passover.  And remember Exodus 12: it was with 

the first Passover that the Jewish calendar began.  That was year one for 

them.  Their lives were to be marked and measured from that date.  The 
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Passover was their new beginning.   It was from the Passover that they were 

to get their bearings.   

 We date our years from the birth of Christ.  If you want to know how 

old you are, you have to remember how many years after Christ’s birth that 

you were born and subtract that number from the number of years ago that 

Christ was born from this day.  If you want to know when an important 

historical event took place, you have to measure the number of years it took 

place from the birth of Christ.  King Harold was killed at the battle of 

Hastings 1,066 years after Christ was born.  Quebec City fell to the British 

1,756 years after the birth of Christ.   Canada became a dominion 1, 867 

years after Christ was born.  Everything in our society—in fact most 

everything in the world—is related to the birthday of the Messiah.   

 Over the course of the last several years many people have tried to 

change this.  They are doing it with some success.  Now, for example, in 

some books you will find time references not to B.C. but to B.C.E.  Instead 

of saying “Before Christ” some people want to say, “Before the Common 

Era.”  I read a report last week that the Smithsonian Institution wants to drop 

A.D.—Anno Domini—the year of the Lord—in their time references.  They 

want instead to say, C.E., or “Common Era.”  They don’t want to have to 
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measure their lives against the life of Jesus of Nazareth.  They find it 

offensive and it surely rankles them every time a date is mention.  About this 

I will only quote the words of our Lord from John 3: 

 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men 
loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  
Everyone who does evil hates the light and will not come into the 
light for fear that his deeds will be exposed. 

 The second point is this.  Notice that Moses did “as the Lord 

commanded him.”  In fact, at every point in the erection of the Tabernacle—

with the tent, with the Ark, with the Table, with the Lampstand, with the 

gold Altar of Incense, with the bronze Altar for burning—at each and every 

step Moses did “as the Lord commanded him.”  That refrain is repeated 

seven times.  The point could not be any plainer.  It could not be any clearer.  

When it comes to the most important thing we do—the worship of the Lord

—the commands of the Lord are to be obeyed.  We are not to do what we 

think best.  We are not to do what we think we might enjoy.  We are not to 

do what we think will be successful.  We are to worship as God commands.  

We are to come to him in the way he has authorized and no other.  The 

Israelites, while Moses was gone, invented a religion of their own.  They 

made their own gods.  They fashioned their own altar.  They made up their 

own liturgy.  It brought upon them judgement, disaster and misery.  The 
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lesson tonight, both in its repetition of the refrain “as God commanded” and 

in its contrast with what has gone before, could not make a stronger 

statement about what God requires for those who would come to him. 

 Let me review some of those requirements.  When we come before 

God we must recognize that he is an awesome, holy and mighty God and is 

therefore to be feared.  We must come before him with holy fear and 

reverence and not take him lightly or for granted.  The French philosopher 

who said flippantly, “God will forgive all my sins; that’s his job,” knew 

nothing about the Holy God of Israel who, to protect the people from the 

brightness of his glory, drew behind a “shielding curtain” so they would not 

be struck down dead.   

 When we come before God we must come through a Mediator.  It was 

only through the good offices of Moses that his people were spared.  It was 

only because he stood in the breach for them that they were not destroyed.  

Moses is a type of Christ.  Things about his life point us to Jesus.  His work 

as a mediator teaches us that we need a mediator too—only one who is more 

powerful than Moses.  Moses was only able to see the back of God; we need 

a mediator who can stand in God’s presence and plead our case face to face.  

We need a mediator who is holy and pure and true, unlike Moses who, for all 
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he was a man of God, was also a murderer.  If we are to approach God we 

must come though Jesus Christ. 

 And when we come through Christ, we must come through faith in his 

atoning blood.  In ceremony after ceremony in the Tabernacle God called for 

blood to be shed and blood to be splattered.  It was to cover the base of the 

altar and the top of the altar.  It was to be sprinkled on the mercy seat.   

It was to be sprinkled on the priests, from head to toe.  It was to be sprinkled 

on the people.  Blood was everywhere.  It taught that the wages of sin is 

death.  It taught that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of 

sin.  It taught that the blood of the Messiah is a sacrifice sufficient to atone 

for sin.  And it taught that his blood must be applied through faith in order 

for forgiveness to be received.  Blood supplied and blood applied—it is 

through the blood that we can approach the living God and be received of 

him in mercy.  Through the death and resurrection of Christ and through that 

death alone.  Come to him in any other way and you prove yourself to be a 

thief and a robber. 

 Let’s turn back to our lesson and pick things up at verse 33.  “Then 

Moses set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put the 

curtain at the entrance to the courtyard.  And so Moses finished the work.”  
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“Moses finished the work.”  Beloved, that is so very important.  Now it is 

important to start the work.  There is no question about that.  But the work 

must be brought to a completion or it doesn’t matter.  In the Parable of the 

Sower Jesus speaks of seed that quickly springs to life and grows—only to 

wither away just as quickly.  There are those who are attracted to the faith, 

but who wander away once hardships come.  Don’t let that happen to you.  

Listen to the Apostle Paul.  He is quoted here in Acts 24: 

 And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not 
knowing what will happen to me there.  I only know that in every city 
the Holy Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me.  
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish 
the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task 
of testifying to the gospel of God’s grace. 

And here Paul writes to Timothy for the second time with his death fast 

approaching: 

 For I am already being poured out like a drink offering, and the 
time has come for my departure.  I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith.  Now there is in store for me a 
crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all who have 
longed for his appearing. 

It’s not how you start the race, it’s how you finish.  It’s not where you have 

come from, but it is where you are going.  Beloved, it is our job to persevere.  

To keep walking in holiness and obedience and righteousness.  To keep 

looking to the Lord for cleansing and strength, for help and comfort.  To love 
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and honour him and to be a blessing to his people and to our neighbour.  To 

set out on the narrow path and not to look back.   

 Now that is a tall order.  In fact, it is such a tall order that there is no 

way we can do it in our own strength.  But then again, we don’t have to.  

This is what Paul wrote in Philippians 2: “Therefore my dear friends, as you 

have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now much more in my 

absence—continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling, for it 

is God who works in you to will and to act according to his good purpose.”  

That promise that Paul expresses in words is the same promise God acts out 

for the people of Israel as the pages of Exodus come to a close. 

 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle.  Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting 
because the cloud had settled upon it and the glory of the Lord filled 
the tabernacle. 
  

The obedience of Moses is blessed with a glorious manifestation of the 

presence of God.  This verse parallels the account found in chapter 24 where 

we find the cloud descends upon and covers Mount Sinai.  The cloud 

represented the presence of God.  Now we find that just as God once dwelt 

on Mount Sinai, separated from Israel, now he resides in their very midst.  

We have here what has been called the Immanuel principle after a passage in 

Isaiah 7: Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be 
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with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”  

Immanuel means “God with us.”   

 Turn back to the lesson.  It ends this way: 

 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted 
from above the tabernacle, they would set out; but if the cloud did not 
lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted.  So the cloud of the 
Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by 
night, in the sight of all the hose of Israel during their travels. 

As Israel left Mount Sinai the glory cloud of God was leading them to the 

Promised Land.  When the cloud lifted up from the Tabernacle, the people 

would pack up their things, head out on the march and follow.  If the cloud 

didn’t lift, however, the people would stay right where they were.  They did 

not dare to set out on their own.  They waited for the Lord to lead them.  I 

think you all know the passage from Isaiah 40: 

 Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not 
faint or grow weary, his understanding is unsearchable.  He gives 
power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases strength.  
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall 
exhausted; but they who wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint. 

Maybe you have been weary.  You have carried a burden of unconfessed sin.  

You have a physical ailment that is a constant and debilitating ache.  You 

have to fight depression—what Winston Churchill so aptly called “the black 
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dog.”  There may be any number of circumstances that have served to drain 

you of vigor and delight.  If it happens even to youth and to young men, why 

wouldn’t it happen to you?  But if you wait upon the Lord—if you commit 

yourself to him, seeking his guidance in the Word, trusting in his promises, 

hungering and thirsting after righteousness his blessing is sure to come and 

times of refreshment will arrive.  In fact, if his presence is with you even in 

those times, his refreshment has already come. 

 Let me illustrate it this way.  Admiral Nelson was such a fine seaman 

and leader that sailors loved to serve under him.  One of his sailors, a captain 

Sir Robert Stopford, wrote a letter to his wife while he was sailing with 

Nelson in the West Indies.  He wrote, “We are half starved and otherwise 

inconvenienced by [being] so long out of port, but our reward is that we are 

with Nelson.”  So it was with the Israelites who were about to head out into 

the desert wilderness where there was little by way of creature comfort, 

where there was little food and less water.  Yet God was with them and they 

could trust that he would supply all their needs. 

 Now we know and we will find out over the course of the next months 

that all too often the Israelites didn’t trust the Lord.  They gave themselves 

over to fear rather than faith.  They often refused to wait upon the Lord and 
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in doing so they lost the comfort that was so close to them.  To our shame we 

have done the same thing ourselves.  But the Lord remains gracious and 

compassionate, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and mercy.  

And in Jesus Christ he seeks and saves the lost and he unfailingly brings his 

sheep back to the fold.  God grant us grace that we may ever lift up our eyes 

to the Lord Jesus, that we may follow him in obedience and feel his hand 

upon us to support us and carry us when we stumble and fall.  In Christ’s 

name.  AMEN.
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