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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Let me set the scene.  Jesus had been invited to a dinner party, but it 

wasn't a festive occasion.  It was a trap.  It was part of the religious elites' 

continuous plotting against the Lord and his ministry that eventually would 

lead to his being handed over to the Romans for torture and execution.  Jesus 

was invited to this party for dinner, but the host and his friends, Pharisees 

and scribes, were intent on using it as an opportunity to induce Jesus into 

doing or saying something wrong in front of many witnesses.  They wanted 

to be able to lay a charge against him and to do that, according to Jewish 

Law, more than one witness was necessary.   

 Here are the bare bones of their plot.  It was the Sabbath day.  They 

made sure that a sick man was present.  They thought that if the Lord healed 

him--as he had been known to do on other Sabbath days--they would be able 

to charge him with breaking the fourth commandment: Remember the 

Sabbath day to keep it holy.  Six days shalt thou labour and do all they work: 

But the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord they God.  As we saw last 

week, their plan didn't work.  Instead, it merely illustrated their fundamental 

misunderstanding of the Law of God.  The Law was never designed to 

prohibit acts of love and mercy.  In fact, if love and mercy are absent, all the 



sacrifices in the world will not please the Lord.  He says in Hosea, "For I 

desire mercy, not sacrifice, and acknowledgement of God rather than burnt 

offerings."  As God says quite plainly in the opening chapter of Isaiah, 

 Your hands are full of blood; wash and make yourselves clean.  
Take your evil deeds out of my sight!  Stop doing wrong, learn to do 
right.  Seek justice, encourage the oppressed.  Defend the cause of the 
fatherless, plead the case of the widow. 

That is what it means to follow the law.   

 When Jesus pointed this out to them, the Pharisees and scribes at the 

party were left without anything to say.  The only possible answer to Jesus at 

this point was, "Jesus, you are right.  We repent.  We commit ourselves to 

walking in a new way, with humility and faith."  That was, of course, the one 

thing they were unwilling to do. 

 Well, after being silenced twice, things got worse.  When it came time 

to sit down to dinner, there was a scramble for the seats of honour.  Jesus 

rebuked them for their mad dash and told them that "everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled."  And, finally, to top it off, Jesus spoke to the host 

and told him that he had invited the wrong people for the wrong motives and 

that he would have to change if he wanted God's blessing "at the resurrection 

of the righteous."  Now I want you to see this in your mind's eye.  There is a 



large room with many guests reclining at the table.  Four times Jesus has 

spoken not just words of criticism, but words of conviction.  He has told 

them, in effect, you do not understand the Law of God, you do not 

understand how you are to act and you are far from the blessing of God.  

You can almost hear the silence descend upon the group.   This was not what 

they had expected.  They thought they would be able to watch and judge the 

Lord, but they have instead been judged by him.   

 The dinner party is suffering a meltdown.  It is awkward beyond 

belief.  Jesus has deliberately confronted everyone in the room.  At this 

point, a quick-thinking guest, unable to stand the tension any longer, tries to 

save the day by picking up on something Jesus had said and injecting a pious 

saying into the silence.  He has heard Jesus speak about the resurrection of 

the righteous and, as our lesson today begins, this man pipes up and says, 

"Blessed is the man who will eat at the feast in the kingdom of God."  It is 

like saying in an awkward silence when you don't know what to say, "How 

about those Leafs?"   

 Now while this man may have been trying to ease the tension and 

change the subject, what he meant amounted to this: "Blessed are the likes of 

us who will eat at the feast of the kingdom of God."  In reply to that 



assertion and its underlying assumption, Jesus told a parable about a great 

banquet.   

 A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many 
guests.  At the time of the banquet he sent his servant to tell those who 
had been invited, "Come, for everything is now ready." 

The certain man of the parable is God.  The great banquet is his salvation.  

That everything is now ready indicates that everything necessary for a full 

salvation has been accomplished.  There is, for those attending the banquet, 

forgiveness of sin, peace with God, justification of the person--a legal 

declaration from God that declares the sinner "Not Guilty", sanctification of 

the heart--which occurs when the Holy Spirit enters to bring a change from 

within, grace day by day, preserving the believer in the path of holiness and 

glory added to glory added to glory at the end.  In his book entitled Holiness 

Bishop Ryle put it this way: 

 He who supposes that Jesus Christ only lived and died and rose 
again in order to provide justification and forgiveness of sins of His 
people has yet much to learn.  Whether he knows it or not, he is 
dishonouring our blessed Lord, and making him only a half Saviour.  
The Lord Jesus has undertaken everything that his people’s souls 
require; not only to deliver them from the guilt of their sins by his 
atoning death, but from the dominion of their sins by placing in their 
hearts the Holy Spirit; not only to justify them, but also to sanctify 
them.  He is, thus, not only their “righteousness”, but their 
“sanctification.” 



 Because of Christ, "everything is now ready."  There is nothing more 

that a sin-laden heart or a weary and burdened conscience can wish for than 

is found in Christ.  Listen to these words from our Master: 

 I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 I am the bread of life that came down from heaven. 

 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the 
Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me.  This is 
the bread that came down from heaven.  Your forefathers ate manna 
and died, but he who feeds on this bread will live forever. 

  

 A banquet has been prepared and invitations have gone out.  Let me 

say a word about invitations in those days.  For a banquet like this there 

would be a two-part invitation.  First, an announcement would be made.  

There will be a feast on such and such a date at such and such a time at such 

and such a place.  People at this point would accept or decline the invitation.  

Then, on the day of the banquet, the host would send out his servant with a 

second announcement, the announcement that everything was now ready 

and that it was time to come.  In the parable, the people have received the 

first invitation.  They have agreed to come.  But when the servant comes 

with the second announcement declaring that all is ready, the excuses start to 

fly. 



 But they all alike began to make excuses.  The first said, "I have 
just bought a field, and I must go and see it.  Please excuse me." 
 Another said, "I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I'm on 
my way to try them out.  Please excuse me." 
 Still another said, "I just got married, so I can't come." 

 These folks had first agreed to attend.  To change their minds at the 

last minute was insulting and rude.  It would be like one of us accepting a 

wedding invitation and not bothering to show up.  And their excuses were 

lame.  A man had just bought a field so he had to go see it.  Don't you think 

he'd seen it before he bought it?  The same goes for the yokes of oxen.  What 

successful farmer--and that is what he was, for most farmers of the day 

would have, at most two yoke of oxen--makes such an important investment 

without first carefully trying them out.  And as for the newly married man, 

how could he imagine that such a gracious host would be troubled if he 

brought his new wife with him?   

 One excuse after another is brought forward.  Time after time the host 

is refused.  It doesn't seem possible.  It is contrary to sound reason.  It is 

contrary to their own best interests.  Who in his right mind would forgo the 

feast of the Lord, with its fellowship, joy and blessing for farm equipment?  

How is it that Jesus offers a kingdom of peace and joy, and yet so many turn 

away?  Yet we see this every day.  Every day the invitation of the Lord is 



scorned.  And think of this.  It is not rank hatred of the gospel that is the 

great problem.  People do not, for the most part, hate the Lord and his 

church and all that they stand for.  There are many more decent, respectable 

people who turn away from the Lord's invitation because they simply have 

no taste or affection for him.  Instead of his blessings they want their field.  

Their yoke of oxen.  Their family.  Their job.  Their recreation.  They place 

these things in the number one spot--the spot that belongs to God alone.  

And so these things become the most important things in their lives.  Now 

there in nothing wrong with having a field.  Or two or more fields, for that 

matter.  There is nothing wrong with cherishing a wife or with working hard 

to develop a business.  But those things, while good in themselves, are not to 

be placed on the throne of God.  To put them there is to break the first 

commandment, "Thou shall have no other gods before me."  It is a great 

mystery, and what can we say to it but to echo the word found in Jeremiah: 

"The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.  Who can 

understand it?"  And what can we add to that word but to say, "There, but for 

the grace of God, go I?"   

 Well, the first invitation had gone out.  In the parable the first 

invitation points to the Law and the Prophets and the Writings--the Old 

Testament.  God's word of invitation had gone forth.  There would be a 

heavenly banquet and a feast of rich blessings.  The second invitation had 



gone forth.  The Lord Jesus had come with the announcement.  The Father is 

ready to receive all who come to him through faith alone in Christ.  The Son 

is ready to cleanse all who apply to him through faith.  The Spirit is ready to 

come to all who ask for him.   

 Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who 
have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk 
without cost.  Why spend money on what is not bread, and your 
labour on what does not satisfy? 

 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  For 
my yoke is easy and my burden is light. 
  
 If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.  Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will 
flow from within him. 
  
 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never drive away. 

Yet his own people refused to come.  "He was in the world, and though the 

world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to 

that which was his own, but his own did not receive him."   

 This refusal did not stop the banquet.  The kingdom of God still 

comes and it will appear in its fullness on the day of God's appointing.  

There is nothing that we can do to change that.  It has been decreed.  But if 

some refuse to come, new invitations will be extended to others.   



 The servant came back and reported this to his master.  Then 
the owner of the house became angry and ordered his servant, "Go out 
quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in the poor, 
the crippled, the blind and the lame." 
 "Sir," the servant said, "what you ordered has been done, but 
there is still room." 
 Then the master told his servant, "Go out to the roads and 
country lanes and make them come in, so that my house will be full."   

The poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.  With these words Jesus 

describes people like you and me.  This is how Paul described this group: 

 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom 
of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 
nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of you were.  
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

 There is a poem by Vachal Lindsey entitled "General William Booth 

Enters Heaven" that picks up on this theme.  William Booth, the founder of 

the Salvation Army, was known for going out into the highways and byways 

and calling people to the wedding feast of the Lamb.  He was known, not 

just for calling them to supper, but for taking the blind by the hand and 

leading them, lifting up the crippled and carrying them.    

Walking lepers followed, rank on rank, 
Lurching bravoes of the ditches dank… 
Vermin eaten saints with mouldy breath, 

Unwashed legions from the ways of death-- 
Drabs and vixens in a flash made whole! 



Gone was the weasel-head, the snout, the jowl; 
Sages and sibyls now, and athletes clean, 
Rulers of empires, and of forests green! 

 Jesus had confronted the scribes and Pharisees when the party 

first began.  Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?  If you have a son or 

ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath, wouldn't you immediately 

help?  Humble yourself if you would be exalted, for if you keep 

exalting yourself you will be humbled.  And now Jesus elevates the 

level of the confrontation yet again.  The lesson ends with these 

words.  "I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a 

taste of my banquet."  He is saying, "None of you here will be 

admitted to my feast unless you repent.  As it stands right now, you 

are doomed to judgement."   

 Let me make two last points.  First, the confrontation Jesus 

brings is not confrontation for confrontation's sake.  It is for the sake 

of the Pharisees and scribes.  Jesus speaks the truth to them because 

they have turned from the truth and if they do not turn back they will 

perish.  If they are to escape the dreadful judgement that awaits those 

who die in their sin and trespass, they must hear Christ's word and 



obey.  They must turn their back on that broad road they are traveling 

and enter through the narrow door that leads to life.   

 The second point I must make is this.  Do you really want to 

attend the feast?  Our Lord has prepared all things necessary for us to 

live and die in the comfort of a holy hope.  He has fulfilled all 

righteousness.  He has suffered in the place of sinners, dying that they 

might live.  He has risen victorious over sin and death and the grave 

and has ascended to sit at the right hand of God the Father, where with 

all authority he rules as King of kings and Lord of lords.  He has sent 

the Holy Spirit to live in the hearts of his people, conforming them 

into his likeness day by day.  And he invites us to feast upon him 

through a true and living faith.   

 Is that your heart's desire?  Do you long to have Christ dwell in 

your heart ever more richly, day after day?  Do you long to hear his 

word and to come to his Table?  Don't forego this invitation for the 

sake of earthly baubles that rust and fade away.  Don't despise the 

grace of God.  Don't let anything keep you from this appointment.   



 You have heard Christ's invitation.  Next week, Lord willing, 

you will see his invitation as the communion table will be set, the 

bread will be broken and the wine will be poured out.  Over the course 

of the next week ponder who Christ is, what he has done and what he 

provides for penitent sinners.  Turn to him in humility and confess 

your sins.  Commit yourself to walking in newness of life, according 

to his Laws and in the power of his Spirit.  And then come to his 

Supper, prepared to meet him and to be strengthened.  Come in that 

Spirit, for that is the only proper way to accept his invitation.  In 

Christ's name.  AMEN.   


