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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 We haven’t been together for a couple of weeks, so let’s recap where 

we have been with Moses and his battle with Pharaoh.  As you remember, 

Moses and Aaron, on arriving in Egypt, got together with the elders of the 

Hebrews, explained their mission of deliverance and demonstrated the 

power that the Lord had vouchsafed to them.  As a consequence, the elders 

believed that God had seen their misery and had heard their cries and they 

bowed and worshipped him.  Moses and Aaron then set off to confront 

Pharaoh.  They did so with boldness.  They went before him and proclaimed, 

“This is what the Lord, the God of Israel says: ‘Let my people go, so that 

they may hood a festival to me in the desert.’ ”  When Pharaoh refused much 

of their boldness evaporated.  They ended up pleading with Pharaoh, rather 

than commanding him in the name of the Lord.  As one translation puts it, 

they were reduced to saying, “Please let us go three days journey into the 

wilderness.”  Pharaoh would not hear of it, and because of their importuning 

of him, he heaped up even greater burdens upon the Israelites.  They were 

employed at the task of making bricks.  Until this time the raw materials 

were provided to them.  Now they would have to go and find the straw for 

the bricks themselves—but their quota of bricks would remain the same.  

They were given more work but no more time in which to accomplish it.  

 2



And so the Israelites were worse off than they were before.  As a result, the 

Hebrew elders said to their would be rescuers, “May the Lord look upon you 

and judge you!  You have made us a stench to Pharaoh and his officials and 

have put a sword in their hand to kill us.” 

 It is after this abject failure that we come to our lesson tonight.  The 

prophets of God—Moses and Aaron—have confronted Pharaoh; now they 

confront the Lord God Almighty.   

 Moses returned to the Lord and said, “O Lord, why have you 
brought trouble upon this people?  Is this why you sent me?  Ever 
since I went to Pharaoh to speak in your name, he has brought trouble 
upon this people and you have not rescued your people at all.     

Moses here is as bold and forthright in his complaint to God as he had 

initially been in his command to Pharaoh.  And he is making the claim that 

as Pharaoh had brought trouble upon the Hebrews, so now God is doing the 

same.  This is as strong an accusation as you can make.  The tone is 

accusatory.  The manner of address in the Hebrew tongue is accusatory as 

well.  And the word here translated “trouble” can be equally well translated 

as “evil.”  Moses is saying that the Lord God has brought evil upon his 

people and that in this he has not treated them any differently from the way 

that Pharaoh has.  Now I want you to think about that for a moment.  Moses 
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accuses God of doing the same thing that Pharaoh is doing—and Pharaoh, 

remember, is a type or symbol of Satan. 

  

 Did you know that the will of God and the will of Satan could come 

together so that they can both want the same thing?  It’s true and it shouldn’t 

surprise us.  After all, not too long ago we saw how the will of God and the 

will of evil men can coincide.  We saw that with Joseph brothers.  They 

meant to harm him, but God meant it for good.  Well, the same is true with 

regard to the will of God and the will of Satan.  The greatest example of this 

is found at Calvary.  Satan and his seed, it was foretold, were to live in 

constant hatred and enmity against the seed of the woman—ultimately Jesus 

Christ.  Satan entered a willing Judas and as a result Jesus was betrayed, 

brought to trial, convicted and turned over to the civil authorities for 

execution.  He was nailed to a cross and on a cross he suffered and died.  

And yet at the same time it was his Father’s will to bruise him.  In Isaiah 53 

we learn that “the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.”  Listen to 

these precious words: 

He was assigned a grave with the wicked, 
and with the rich in his death, 

though he had done no violence, 
nor was any deceit in his mouth. 

Yet it was the Lord will to crush him 
and to cause him to suffer... 
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Satan and the heavenly Father both wanted Jesus on the cross.  In this their 

wills coincided.   But in another way, of course, their wills could not have 

been more different.  Satan sought to destroy.  God sought to redeem.  One 

meant it for evil while the other meant it for good.  Moreover, as we see 

clearly in every page of Scripture, God is sovereign and Satan is simply an 

instrument wielded in his omnipotent hand.   

 That was a lesson the disciples were to take to heart after the 

resurrection.  Shortly after he died two of Jesus’ disciples traveled the road 

from Jerusalem to Emmaus.  As they walked along Jesus met them, though 

they did not recognize him.  In their conversation we have one of the saddest 

statements to be found in the entire Bible—at least it would be if we didn’t 

know that they were words addressed to Jesus himself.  “But we had hoped 

that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.”  “But we had hoped 

that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel.”  They were 

disheartened.  Disillusioned.  Despairing.  They were “foolish and slow of 

heart to believe.”  They had forgotten that God was God and that he had 

declared unchangeably, “My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I 

please.... What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have planned, that 

will I do.”  Moses and Aaron had forgotten that too.     
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 Now, in response to this unwarranted accusation that arose out of 

distrust, ignorance and sin, for God had already told them that this would 

happen (Exod.4: 21-23), the Lord remains patient and kind to Moses and 

Aaron.  The first thing he does is proclaim again his sovereignty, that there 

might be no mistake about it. 

 Now you will see what I will do to Pharaoh: Because of my 
mighty hand he will set them go; because of my mighty hand he will 
drive them out of his country. 

It may seem that Pharaoh is powerful.  He isn’t.  He is merely an instrument 

in the hand of God.  One of the strongest depictions of this is found in the 

Book of Job.  There Satan afflicts Job and causes him terrible problems.  But 

it is made clear over and over again that Satan is on a leash and that God will 

not let him do more that God wants him to do.  Satan in under God’s power 

in all his evil whether it be in the realm of nature or in the lives of men.  

After reasserting his sovereignty, the Lord repeats the promise he gave to 

Moses at the Burning Bush.  He will fulfill his promise and bring his people 

out of the slave pens of Egypt.  But note this: God will deliver his people in 

his own way and in his own time.  He will do what seems right according to 

his good and perfect will.   

 This is something that we had better come to terms with.  Let me get 

at it this way.  An often heard and popular expression used today in a time of 
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grief and trouble is this: “It’s okay to get angry with God.  He’s a big God 

and he can take it.”  I would guess that many of you have heard that.  It’s 

become a bit of a cliché.  But think about it.  It’s wrong.  It’s as wrong as can 

be.  The Lord is perfect in knowledge and wisdom.  He knows exactly what 

is best.  Who are we to question the wisdom of his ways or his love and 

provision for his children?  Rather than turning our anger against God, we 

are to trust him.  We are to take our hurts to him to be healed—or not—

depending upon what he knows to be best.  And we are to rest in him, 

saying, “Lord, while I do not understand I know that all things are working 

together for my good for you are an almighty God and loving heavenly 

Father to me.  Don’t let me worry about what I do not understand.  Let me 

instead receive all things with thanksgiving and praise.  Make me meek, 

submissive and teachable and above all let me in all things give you honour 

and glory and praise.”  That is the response we are called to make when 

troubles and burdens come our way.   

 One of the glorious things about God is that he is rich in mercy and 

longsuffering.  He is patient and kind.  And it is compassion that God gives 

to Moses at this time.  In verses 2-8 he declares in detail what he, the 

Almighty, is about to do in order to bring Moses comfort and blessing and 

allay his fears.  To start, God makes a statement of identification.  He begins 
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and closes this section by declaring, “I am the Lord.”  That he begins and 

ends this way points to the seriousness and importance of the promise that 

God makes.  It’s a way of making a rhetorical exclamation mark.   

 The second thing God does is rehearse his past history and 

relationship with the forefathers of the Hebrews.   

I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob as God Almighty, 
but by my name the Lord I did not make myself known to them.  I 
also established my covenant with them to give them the land of 
Canaan, where they lived as aliens.     

He appeared to the patriarchs.  He appeared to them literally, in theophanies.  

He revealed himself to them by the name God Almighty, or “El Shaddai.”  

El Shaddai, by the way, as well as speaking of the power of God, speaks of 

his blessing.  He revealed himself to the patriarchs as the God of blessing.  

But he didn’t make himself known as Jehovah, or as I AM THAT I AM.  

This name reflects the promise keeping nature of the God of the covenant, 

and the fact that it is being revealed to them now indicates that the time for 

the promise of God to be fulfilled in imminent.  Deliverance is drawing near.   

(By the way, let me say as an aside that when we are told they did not know 

God earlier as Jehovah, it does not mean necessarily that they were 

altogether ignorant of the name itself.  While they may have known it, they 

were not going to experience the deliverance that awaited their people.  That 
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deliverance, recorded here, came centuries after the patriarchs walked the 

earth. 

 The third thing that God does is solemnly declare that he has 

remembered his covenant promises.  “ Moreover, I have heard the groaning 

of the Israelites, whom the Egyptians are enslaving and I have remembered 

my covenant.”  The expression, “I have remembered my covenant” does not 

mean that God had forgotten something and that it has now just occurred to 

him, in the way that I forget to pick up the mail and, at the last minute, it 

comes to me that I should.  It means instead that God is ready to put the 

covenant and its promises into effect.  He is prepared to act and to act soon.   

 The next thing God does in give Moses his marching orders.   

 Therefore say to the Israelites: I am the Lord, and I will bring 
you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  I will free you from 
being slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm 
and with mighty acts of judgement.   

There are wonderful words here.  I will bring you out.  I will free you.  

Perhaps best of all, I will redeem you.  Redemption is a pivotal word in the 

Bible.  It is usually used to indicate the obligations of a near relative or 

kinsman in a family.  The kinsman-redeemer has the duty to redeem or 

deliver his kinfolk from the difficulties or dangers they may fall in to.  In 
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those days he might, for example, be called upon to purchase a family 

member back from slavery or to help him out of a debt.  The Lord here 

claiming that type of relationship with Israel.  He will be their kinsman-

redeemer.  He will be the one to rescue them from difficulty and peril.   

Our lesson continues,  

I will take you as my own people, and I will be your God.  Then 
you will know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out 
from under the yoke of the Egyptians.  And I will bring to the land I 
swore with uplifted hand to give to Abraham, to Isaac and to Jacob.  I 
will give it to you as a possession.  I am the Lord. 

“I will take you as my own people and I will be your God.”  This promise 

forms the heart of the covenant relationship between God and his people and 

it points us to the infallible intention of the Lord.  He intends to carve out for 

himself from all the people of the world a special people to be his own 

peculiar possession.  He will be their God and they will be his people.  They 

will be to him a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.   

Sometimes the phrase, “I will take you as my own people and I will 

be your God,” is called the “Immanuel principle.”  Immanuel means, “God 

with us.”  The first reference to this is found in Genesis 17:7 when God 

enters into the covenant with Abraham.  It is found at Mount Sinai in Exodus 

19:4,5 when God confirms this same covenant with Moses. 
 10



 You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I 
carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.  Now if you 
obey me fully and deep my covenant, then out of all nations you will 
be my treasured possession.  Although the whole earth is mine, you 
will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.  

The Lord will rescue his people.  Then they will know he is the Lord God.  

Remember: the Hebrew word “to know” is not simply an intellectual 

attribute.  It indicates a profound intimacy.  The people of Israel, as God’s 

covenant people, are to have a close and loving bond with their Creator and 

Redeemer.  The men of the world say, “I do not know the Lord” (5:2).  

God’s people say, with the writer of the Song of Songs, 

Let him kiss me with the kisses of him mouth— 
for your love is more delightful than wine. 
Pleasing is the fragrance of your perfumes; 

your name is like perfume poured out. 
No wonder the maidens love you! 

Tame me away with you—let us hurry! 
Let the king bring me into his chambers. 

 Now when Moses took the message of God to the Israelites, they 

didn’t want to hear it.  They were discouraged by the additional burdens that 

had been laid upon their backs after the last time they had listened.  They 

had been beaten down.  Then they had been beaten down some more.  And 

now they were cringing in fear of the next blow that was going to fall upon 

them.  They didn’t want to do anything else to call Pharaoh’s wrath down 

upon them.  They were thinking, “If we are quiet, maybe he will ignore us.  
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After all, maybe it was our own fault.  We certainly shouldn’t have listened 

to that Moses and his brother.  They are nothing but trouble.”  That, beloved, 

is a common, almost instinctive reaction of those who are in abusive 

situations, whether it is at home or school or work.  It’s understandable.  But 

it doesn’t help.  It only makes things worse.       

 We can give thanks to God that he doesn’t just throw up his hands and 

let us perish.  The people don’t want to hear the message of liberation, for it 

scares them.  Moses doesn’t want to take the message to them again.  He has 

tried it once and it didn’t work and now the task God calls him to seems 

harder than ever.  “If the Israelites will not listen to me, why would Pharaoh 

listen to me, since I speak with faltering lips?”  God will have none of it.  He 

says to Moses, “Go, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the Israelites go out of 

his country.”  God is determined to set his people free. 

 C. S. Lewis once told a story about a toothache he had as a child.  It 

was terribly painful, as toothaches can be.  He didn’t tell his mother about it 

for the longest time.  Instead, he suffered with it for days.  Finally, being 

unable to stand the pain any longer, he broke down and let the truth out.  

Now there was a reason he didn’t tell his mother for such a long time.  It 

wasn’t that she was cruel or unloving.  She wasn’t.  In fact, she was just the 
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opposite.  He didn’t tell her because he knew she loved him.  And out of a 

sense of love she would fix him.  She would send him to the dentist and the 

dentist would poke and prod and drill until his teeth were better.  And Lewis 

was afraid of the treatment.   

God is like that.  He loves his people.  He will not let them rest in 

their sins.  He means to fix them, even if it takes scraping and needles and 

drilling and pulling.  He means to fix them, even though Moses objects and 

the Hebrews draw back and the king of Egypt opposes.  Even though to fix 

them will cost the precious blood of his only begotten Son.  Beloved, submit 

your self to his treatment.  Believe, repent and walk in newness of life, 

rejoicing and unafraid.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  
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