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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

In our lesson last week Jesus told his disciples a parable about a 

shrewd manager.  The man was in dire straits because he was a thief and he 

had been caught.  His prospects looked grim.  Knowing that he was in deep 

trouble, he considered his situation and took action.  He arranged his 

master's affairs in such a way that, when tossed out into the street, he would 

be able to turn to any number of his former clients for help.  In the story the 

master commended this shrewdness because it helped to secure the future 

interests of the manager.  The point of the parable that Jesus tells is that his 

disciples are to be wise and prudent stewards too.  They are not to cheat 

people and steal from employers, of course, but to use their gifts in a way 

that honours God and stores up for themselves treasures in heaven.  Live 

knowing that the day is sure to come when you will stand before God to 

render him an account of your stewardship.    

And as our lesson begins today, Jesus tells us that this wise 

stewardship of God's gifts to us is to begin right away with little things.  

After all, life is made up mostly of little things, and what you do with the 

little things of life determines what you will do with the larger things.  This 

is how our Lord puts it:



Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with 
much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest 
with much.  So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly 
wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  And if you have not been 
trustworthy with someone else's property, who will give you property 
of your own?

Now think of this in spiritual terms.  If you are a poor steward of this life--a 

little thing that is over in a few short decades--how can you expect great 

things from God in the eternal life to come?  If you cannot be trusted with 

the things that fade and pass away, how can you be trusted with that which is 

not transient, but eternal in the heavens?  Beloved, be good stewards.  And 

remember that being a good steward of the Lord means serving the Lord 

alone.  Our commitment must be to serve him above all others and to serve 

him in a whole-hearted way.  Do not be double-minded or embrace divided 

loyalties.  As our Lord tells us, a man can only have one master.
No servant can serve two masters.  Either he will hate the one 

and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 
other.  You cannot serve both God and Money.

Well, as Jesus was teaching these truths to his disciples, some 

Pharisees overheard the conversation.  They didn't like what they were 

hearing.  In fact, they begin to snipe at Jesus.  They dismissed his teaching.  

They held him in contempt.  Our lesson says, "The Pharisees, who loved 

money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus."  They considered Jesus to 



be an ignorant rube from the sticks.  Who was he to be talking like this?  

They were the ones who had gone to school.  They were the ones that had 

their seminary degrees.  They were the elites.  They were the ones who knew 

all about the Bible.  Jesus was just an upstart.  The Lord would not let this 

pass.  He confronted them.  First, he revealed them to be hypocrites, for 

while they claimed the favour of God, the truth was they were only 

justifying themselves.  All their religion was simply a show for men; on the 

inside their hearts were far from God.  And second, he demonstrated that 

their so-called expertise in the law was not expertise at all.  In fact, they had 

a fundamental misunderstanding of the law and its purpose.  These were 

profoundly ignorant men.  

Let's turn to our lesson.  It reads, 
You are the ones who justify yourselves in the eyes of men, but 

God knows your hearts.  What is highly valued among men is 
detestable in God's sight.  

Jesus accuses the Pharisees of hypocrisy and self-righteousness.  They act in 

a religious way--they claim obedience to the law of God--they offer their 

prayers--they go to church--but it is all a sham.  It's an act.  Their hearts are 

far from God.  They are more interested in justifying themselves, in 

glorifying themselves, than they are in giving glory and praise to God.  We 

will see the greatest example of this sort of self-justification in a month or 



two when we come to the Parable of the Pharisee and the Tax Collector.  

Jesus told this story to those who were "confident of their own 

righteousness."  He began,
Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 

other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 
"God I thank you that I am not like other men--robbers, evildoers, 
adulterers--or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week and give 
a tenth of all I get."

He prayed about himself.  That was his concern--his own glory and praise.  

Because he was interested in justifying himself he left the temple that day 

without being justified before God.  The fact of the matter was, for all their 

claims of allegiance to God and his laws, the Pharisees did not know him or 

understand what he requires of his followers.   

To get to this truth, Jesus explained what the law really was and used 

the example of marriage and divorce to illustrate his point.  Look to the 

lesson again:
The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John [the 

Baptist].  Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is 
being preached and everyone is forcing his way into it.  It is easier for 
heaven and earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop 
out of the Law.  

The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John.  The Bible--the Old 

Testament or the Law and the Prophets as it is called here--was proclaimed 

until John the Baptist came.  This part of the Bible contained the promise of 



God.  That promise, first given in the Garden of Eden when our first parents 

fell into sin and ruin, was that God would send a Messiah to come to save 

his people from their sin and guilt.  The Saviour--the Redeemer of Israel--

would come and save his people from death and make them fit from heaven.  

This was proclaimed until John the Baptist.  Well, what happened 

then?  Why did it change?  It changed because John the Baptist was able to 

point to Jesus and say to the people, "Look!  The promised Messiah has now 

come.  We have waited for generations, but now the wait is over.  The king is 

here.  The kingdom of God is in your midst.  The promise of the Old 

Testament has been kept.  Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sin 

of the world!"  You can think of it this way.  The Old Testament points to the 

future and to the Saviour who has promised to come.  The New Testament 

looks to the past and the Saviour who has fulfilled his promise and has 

come, has lived, has suffered, has died and has risen and is coming again.   

"Since that time [since the time of John] the kingdom of God is being 

preached and everyone is forcing his way into it."  The message now is, 

"The Lord has come."  And under this word many people are coming to faith 

in Christ.  And all people, whether they answer the call or not, are being 

urged to enter.  We have been hearing this urgent tone in the preaching of the 

Lord over the course of the last several months.  He has said, no matter what 



the cost, even if it brings division into your family, pick up your cross daily 

and follow me.  Strive to enter in the narrow door.  Make sure you are fully 

prepared when the great banquet is set and the herald comes with the word 

that "everything is now ready."  

Now because the kingdom has come in Jesus Christ, does that mean 

the Law as found in the Old Testament is no longer applies.  Can we say, 

"God has been gracious to me.  He has saved me by grace, not because of 

anything I have done.  Now I can do whatever I want to do.  The Law no 

longer has any application."  Jesus says, "No."  "It is easier for heaven and 

earth to disappear than for the least stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law."  

The Law still applies.  In fact, the standards now are raised.  And to show 

what he means, Jesus uses the example of marriage and divorce.
Anyone who divorces his wife and marries another woman 

commits adultery, and the man who marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery.

Before we get to divorce, let me get to marriage because there is a lot 

of confusion in our society today about what marriage is.  It seems to me 

that as a nation we have forgotten.  Here are some basics.  Marriage is an 

institution ordained by God and ruled according to his laws.  It was ordained 

from the beginning when God saw that it was not good for man to be alone.  

And the rules of marriage established then still hold.  Let me give you some 



of the fundamentals.  Marriage is to be between one man and one woman.  It 

joins the two together in a physical and spiritual union so close that the two 

become one.  In this new relationship the husband in more important to the 

wife than her parents and the wife is more important to the husband than his 

parents.  Jesus quotes the second chapter of Genesis, saying, "For this reason 

a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife and the two 

will become one flesh.  So they are no longer two, but one."  

Marriage, although it is for one man and one woman alone, has a third 

party involved.  It is a covenant between a man and a woman and God.  He 

too is a party to this new union because they have made vows before him.  

This elevates marriage.  It is not simply a business arrangement that can be 

cancelled with the agreement of the husband and wife.  It is more than that.  

In fact, marriage is really a picture of the relationship between God and his 

people.  James Boice put it this way:
According to the Bible God has established marriage, not 

primarily to promote happiness among mankind or even for 
reproduction.  He has established it primarily as an illustration of the 
relationship between the Lord Jesus Christ and his bride, the Church. 
Marriage is to show that when God joins a man or a woman to Jesus 
Christ in salvation he does so in love and in a bond that will endure 
forever.

The institution of marriage is made for particular purposes.  It is an 



illustration of the love of Christ for his church.  It is made in order to enable 

children to have the benefit of a stable family life.  It is meant for 

companionship and to provide a safe place where sexual expression can take 

place.  When our first parents fell into sin the first thing that happened was 

they came to see that they were naked and it made them ashamed.  They 

covered themselves up with leaves.  That didn't work.  God, in mercy, 

provided skins for them to wear.  He allowed them to cover up.  We cover up 

from one another all the time.  And such covering up is entirely appropriate.  

But there are two places where we can be naked.  We stand naked before 

God.  We can stand naked before our husbands or wives.  Marriage is 

designed with its life-long commitment to be a safe place for us to be naked.  

Let me make an aside here and speak for a moment about so called 

same sex marriage.  Now on the surface there are some similarities between 

real marriage and same sex or pseudo marriage.  Both involve two people.  

Both involve an agreement of sorts between partners.  Both involve certain 

civil responsibilities and privileges before the laws of the state.  Both also 

involve friendship and companionship.  You might even say that both these 

unions involve love, although in the latter it is expressed in a perverted and 

degrading way.  But for all its similarities, a homosexual union is not 

marriage.  It was not instituted by God, but forbidden by him.  It is not ruled 



according to the law of God but ruled out by him.  It is not a picture of the 

love of God for his Church but of the love of man for himself.  It is by its 

very nature without fruit and it holds out no possibility for children.  And it 

is simply not a safe place for sexual expression.  

Now in Israel under the Law of Moses divorce was allowed.  We find 

provision for divorce in Deuteronomy 24.  But note this.  The law here is not 

part of the unchangeable moral law of God but part of the civil law of that 

state.  And this law tolerated and permitted divorce although it did not 

approve it.  It tolerated it so that a greater evil might be prevented.  It was 

tolerated to prevent even greater misery and crime.

Let me explain.  In those days if a man took a rooted and settled 

displeasure in his wife and wished to be rid of her, he would ill treat her until 

she was in danger of her life.  The law of divorce was granted so as to 

remove the temptation to murder from a hard-hearted husband.  In such 

instances divorce was permitted, but it had to be done in a particular way.  It 

could not be done verbally.  A man could not just say, as they are allowed to 

say in some places, "I divorce you.  Get out."  It had to be done in a written, 

formal, legal way in front of witnesses.  And it was a solemn and irrevocable 

decision.  It was not an action that the man could take back.  Once it was 



done it was done forever.  A divorced couple could not remarry one another 

again.  This was meant to prevent people from entering into divorce in a fit 

of temper.  It made it clear how serious the matter was. 

One more thing.  Only men were allowed to sue for divorce.  If that 

seems unjust or severe, then you must think about the purpose of the law.  A. 

W. Pink explains it very clearly:
This statute was expressly designed for the prevention of 

violence and bloodshed, to protect the weaker vessel; it being taken 
from granted that the man could protect himself if his wife should 
attack him.  

The law of divorce was enacted to protect wives who were in danger 

of violence.  How did the Pharisees understand this law?  They saw it as 

giving them permission to do away with their wives for whatever reason 

they desired, as long as they made sure the paperwork was done.  Instead of 

seeing it as a gracious concession given because of the hardness of men's 

hearts, they saw it as a license to get rid of inconvenient wives.  To this Jesus 

gives a categorical "No."  It's as if he said, "Look.  You've missed the point.  

Anyone who acts in this way is not right before God.  In fact, "Anyone who 

divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man 

who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.  You don’t understand 



marriage.  You don't understand divorce.  You don't understand what God is 

doing or why.  And yet you hold yourselves up as the theological elites of 

the day and look down your noses at me.  All your vaunted wisdom is 

nothing but foolishness.  

One more point needs to be made.  Jesus says here, "Anyone who 

divorces his wife and marries another woman commits adultery, and the man 

who marries a divorced woman commits adultery."   Does that mean that 

divorce is not allowed under any circumstance?  It doesn't.  Jesus is not 

making an exhaustive case here; he is illustrating where the Pharisees have 

gone wrong.  Elsewhere--in the Sermon on the Mount--Jesus gives a more 

detailed explanation of marriage and divorce.  He tells us that there is one 

circumstance under which divorce is allowed.  It is in the case of adultery.  

In I Corinthians Paul, under the inspiration of the Spirit, says that desertion 

by an unbelieving spouse also renders divorce permissible.  In both cases, 

however, while divorce is allowed, it is not commanded.  

Now, if a divorce has taken place on biblical grounds are the people 

divorced free to remarry?  In the Bible divorce means getting back to a 

position in which you are free to marry again.  This is the presupposition 

behind divorce.  It leaves the person sinned against free to marry again.  A. 



W. Pink puts it this way: 
Can we suppose for a moment that it is the will of a righteous 

God for an innocent person to be penalized the remainder of his or her 
earthly life because of the infidelity of another?  Surely the very idea 
is repugnant to all who are really acquainted with the Divine goodness 
and mercy.

What about the other person in the marriage?  What about the person who 

has precipitated the divorce through adultery?  Are they free to remarry?  

The biblical answer to that is, "It depends."  What does it depend upon?  It 

depends upon repentance.  Is the person truly sorry--with a godly sorrow--

for what he has done?  Has he recommitted himself to walking godly in 

Christ?  Has he made steps to reconcile with those he has hurt deeply--his 

wife and children, no matter the cost?  What does that reconciliation look 

like?  It may mean getting back together, though that may not be possible.  

Sometimes the damage done is simply too severe and so it may be a matter 

of trying to limit the damage as much as possible.  That might be the best 

that can be done in the circumstances.  It means going to parents, to brothers 

and sisters, to in-laws and apologizing where that is possible.  It means 

casting yourself upon Christ and calling out to him for grace and mercy.  

Let me close with this.  We are not dealing here with the unforgivable 

sin and even though we may be unfaithful, our God is ever faithful and will 

ever keep his promises.  He provides new life and fresh starts to those who 



are sin-sick and weary, to those who are guilty and without excuse, to all 

those who come to him with humble and contrite spirits.  This is his 

promise, a promise that stands just as sure today as it did almost 3,000 years 

ago when it was first pronounced:
"Come now, let us reason together," says the Lord.  "Though 

your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they 
are red as crimson, they shall be like wool."

In Christ's name.  AMEN.  


