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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the past several weeks Jesus had been teaching on 

the subject of discipleship.  First, he has shown how not to be a disciple.  He 

pointed out the Pharisees' wrong derisive toward people and their covetous 

attitude toward money and declared that such attitudes and actions will lead 

to eternal disaster.  Second, he has lifted up the duties of true disciples.  

They are to watch and examine themselves to make sure they know the truth 

and are living it.  This is vital, for if disciples teach error or live in 

ungodliness, they are sure to lead others astray--and that is such a serious sin 

Jesus says that it would be better to die than to commit it.  Instead of getting 

in people's way to Jesus, disciples are to be an encouragement to others to 

run to Jesus.  Sometimes such encouragement comes through rebuking sin 

and error and helping someone get back on the straight and narrow. 

Sometimes it is done by offering forgiveness--even offering forgiveness 

many times over in a single day.  But it is always to be done by relying upon 

the Lord, calling upon him in trouble and exercising the faith he has given.  

Our Lord promises that even a little faith, if put to the test, will prove 

powerful and effective.   



 Now in order to ensure that disciples, after fulfilling all these duties, 

didn't get swelled heads or prideful hearts, Jesus told a parable.  He said, in 

effect, think of yourselves as the master of a house.  You have a servant.  It is 

his job to do what he is told.  He works in the field.  He makes your supper 

and serves you.  Does that entitle him to special treatment, thanksgiving or 

praise?  No.  He is only doing his job.  And then Jesus tells them, "So it is 

with my disciples."  You are not to have an attitude of entitlement.  Instead, 

in humility, you are to walk the second mile, serving willingly and 

cheerfully, holding nothing back and never begrudging the efforts you make 

on my behalf.  That cheerful, thankful, humble service is the mark of the 

kingdom disciple.   

 To illustrate this point Luke tells us the story of ten lepers healed by 

Jesus.  You know the story.  Ten men suffered from leprosy.  All were 

healed.  Only one returned to Jesus to offer praise and thanks to God for so 

great a deliverance.  This gratitude on the part of the one leper proved that 

the grace of Jesus that healed the man did more than cure him of his disease.  

It had touched his heart, bringing him salvation.  The Lord's closing words, 

"your faith has made you well," are literally, in the Greek, "your faith has 

saved you."   



 Now as we begin to look at our lesson this morning, I want you to be 

aware that it deals with more than the moral imperative of giving thanks to 

God.  What we have here is a picture of the whole of the Christian life.  Let 

me get at it this way.  In a few weeks when our Sunday School starts up 

again Joe Fenton and I are going to share teaching duties in the Adult 

Sunday School.  We will be studying the Heidelberg Catechism.  Now the 

Catechism is divided in a number of different ways.  There are 129 different 

questions.  These questions are organized into 52 units--52 Lord's Days, as 

they are called, because the catechism is designed to be studied over the 

course of the year.  Now these 52 Lord's Days are divided into three main 

sections.  There is a section that covers Man's guilt, another one that deals 

with God's grace and a third that has to do with the gratitude God is owed 

because of his saving grace.  Guilt, grace and gratitude.  Sometimes the 

sections are called Sin, Salvation and Service.   

 The catechism begins by asking a very pastoral and very important 

question.  Here it is. 

1.  Q. What is your only comfort in life and in death? 
A.  That I belong--body and soul,1 in life and in death2--not to myself 
but to my faithful Saviour, Jesus Christ,3 who at the cost of his own 
blood4 has fully paid for all my sins5 and has completely freed me 
from the dominion of the devil;6 that he protects me7 so well that 
without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my 



head;8 indeed, that everything must fit his purpose for my salvation.9  
Therefore, by his Holy Spirit, he also assures me of eternal life,10 and 
makes me wholeheartedly willing and ready from now on to serve 
him.11 

The catechism, being a very practical work, does not end there, however.  It 

elaborates, speaking of what we must know if this comfort is to be ours.   

2.  Q.  How many things must you know that you may live and 
die in the blessedness of this comfort? 
A.  Three.1  First, the greatness of my sin and wretchedness.2  Second, 
how I am freed from all my sins and their wretched consequences.3  
Third, what gratitude I owe God for such redemption.4 

This three-fold division has its roots in the Bible.  It is the basic organization 

of Paul's Letter to the Romans.  In the first 3 chapters of the epistle the wrath 

of God is revealed and the guilt of man exposed.  In the middle chapters 

Paul speaks of the grace of God--of the righteousness that comes from God, 

apart from law, that has been made known through the Bible and is received 

through faith in Jesus Christ.  In the third part, in gratitude for grace freely 

given to the guilty, Paul exhorts us with these words: 

 Therefore I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer 
your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your 
spiritual act of worship. 

Now here's the thing.  Jesus' encounter with these ten lepers contains the 

same three points.  We have in this story an illustration of man's sin and 

misery.  We have a picture of the grace of God and work.  And in the return 



of one healed leper, we see what gratitude for salvation looks like.  We see 

our "reasonable service."  Let's take them one at a time.  Let's turn to our 

lesson. 

 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border 
between Samaria and Galilee.  As he was going into a village, ten men 
who had leprosy met him.  They stood at a distance and called out in a 
loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!" 

 These ten men knew their misery.  How could they not.  Leprosy is a 

dreadful disease.  It first affects feeling in the extremities.  Hands and feet 

become numb.  Because this dulls the sensation of pain, a person with 

leprosy can break a finger or toe and not realize it.  They can be burned and 

not know it.  Injuries go untreated.  Flesh literally rots away from the hands, 

the feet, the face.  Now they may have been able to deny their affliction for a 

while, when it was in its early stages.  Perhaps the numbness came from a 

different source.  Perhaps the developing sores could be hidden, in the vain 

hope that what you do not see cannot hurt you; maybe they would just go 

away.  But as the ravages of the disease grew, other people would begin to 

notice.  They would become concerned and then afraid.  Loved ones would 

notice, and they too would begin to draw back.  Oh, they might deny it for a 

while, for the sake of their loved one--their husband, their wife, their mother, 

father, son, or daughter--hoping against hope, but in the end it could not be 



denied.  It could not be hidden or wished away.  And when that day came, 

the afflicted person would be turned out of house and home.  He would be 

refused entrance into the synagogue and temple.  He would lose his job, his 

friends and everything that was familiar and comfortable to him.  Wherever 

he went he would have to call out "Unclean!  Unclean!"  He would be turned 

away from every gate and if he got too close to a town or city, its citizens 

would pick up rocks to drive him away.   

 While it is hard to think of a more desperate situation, there is one far 

worse, for leprosy is a picture, on the outside, of the ravages of sin on the 

inside.  Our sin dulls our conscience and makes us numb to its damage.  It 

disfigures us, ruining the image of God in which we were made.  It makes us 

unfit for the company of the Lord Jesus and left untreated our sin will cause 

us to be forever cast out of the tender and merciful presence of the Lord.  

Now you might say to me, "Ken, let me get this right.  Are you saying that I 

have spiritual leprosy?"  No.  That is not what I am saying.  That is what 

Jesus is saying.  If you have not undergone the cure by coming to the Lord 

Jesus in faith and repentance, the whole of your life is infected.  "But I have 

done good and righteous deeds."  God says through Isaiah that all your 

righteousness is nothing but "filthy rags"  "But I have tithed.  I have not 

committed adultery.  I have not stooped to the sin of that fellow over there."  



Jesus says that you will leave this place unforgiven and unjustified if you 

trust in that.  "But is there no good in me?"  Paul, inspired by the Holy Spirit 

of God and speaking with all divine authority, says this: 

 There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one who 
understands, no one who seeks God.  All have turned away, they have 
together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even 
one. 

In and of yourself, in your own native power, without the grace and mercy of 

God, you are a lost, miserable and perishing sinner who has greatly angered 

a holy God through sin, carelessness and indifference and it is time for you 

to awake to your peril. 

 Ten men had leprosy.  They were in misery.  They knew their misery.  

And in that knowledge was a glimmer of hope, because when Jesus 

approached, they called out to him, pleading for his mercy.  "Jesus, Master, 

have pity on us!"  Listen to J. C. Ryle make an application for us: 

 How is it they many never pray at all?  How is it that many 
others are content to repeat a form of words, but never pray with their 
hearts?  How is it that dying men and women, with souls to be lost or 
saved, can know so little of real, hearty, business-like prayer?  The 
answer to these questions is short and simple.  The bulk of mankind 
have no sense of sin.  They do not feel their spiritual disease.  They 
are not conscious that they are lost, and guilty, and hanging over the 
brink of hell.  When a man finds his soul's ailment, he soon learns to 
pray.  Like the leper, he finds words to express his want.  He cries for 
help.   



 How is it, again, that many true believers often pray so coldly?  
What is the reason that their prayers are so feeble, and wandering, and 
lukewarm, as they frequently are?  The answer once more is very 
plain.  Their sense of need is not as deep as it ought to be.  They are 
not truly alive to their own weakness and helplessness, and so they do 
not cry fervently for mercy and grace.  Let us remember these things.  
Let us seek to have a constant and abiding sense of our real 
necessities.  If saints could only see their souls as the ten afflicted 
lepers saw their bodies, they would pray far better than they do. 

Let me say that again.  If saints could only see their souls as the ten afflicted 

lepers saw their bodies, they would pray far better than they do. 

 Beloved, it is a great blessing to know your sin and wretched estate.  It 

is an even greater blessing to know the grace of God that can wash you and 

make you clean, taking you from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom 

of light, from death to life eternal.  Let's turn to the lesson once more and see 

the grace of God at work in Jesus Christ. 

 When [Jesus] saw them, he said, "Go, show yourselves to the 
priests."  And as they went, they were cleansed. 

We have here only two short sentences, but they are full of grace.  They 

contain a world of grace, for Jesus responded immediately to their cries for 

mercy and made provision for their healing.  Now he didn't respond in the 

same way he did to the leper he had healed earlier, in Luke 5.  He didn't 

touch them.  He didn't even say, "Be cleansed," or something similar.  He 

simply told them to go and show themselves to the priests.  This command 



was to do what a cured leper would do, according to the stipulations of 

Leviticus 14, which required a cured leper to come to the temple and have 

his healing certified by a priest.  With such certification, an eight day 

celebration would begin which would see the person restored to his family.  

He would once more enter the fellowship of church and society.  We would 

say that the person got his life back.   

 The ten lepers did what they were commanded to do.  Though it was a 

long way to the temple and the priests, they had nothing to lose and 

everything to gain.  They turned and began the journey, setting off at a 

stumbling leper's pace.  As they went down the road, the healing took place.  

They were cleansed.  This is how Kent Hughes describes it in his 

Commentary on Luke: 

 It was a mass healing.  There were no mirrors to reflect the 
dramatic change. But they saw it in each other instantly.  From 
cadaverous faces reemerged ears, noses, eyebrows, lashes, hairlines.  
Feet--toeless ulcerated scabs--were suddenly whole, bursting 
shrunken sandals.  Knobby appendages grew fingers.  Barnacled skin 
became soft and supple.  It was like ten new-births.  The dust of a wild 
celebration quickly began in the bright sunlight. 

Christ cured the men of leprosy.  It is Christ who also cures the leprosy of 

sin.  You have disfigured your life with sin.  You have caused damage to 

yourself and to others.  There is nothing you can do to change things, for 

what is done is done.  The only thing you can do is echo the words of the 



thief dying on the cross: "We are punished justly, for we are getting what our 

deeds deserve."  But there is nevertheless good news for you.  You see, there 

is a balm in Gilead to make the sin-sick whole.  There is help for the 

helpless, for the defiled and unclean.  Cry out to Jesus.  He is passing by you 

today.  He is present when his people gather.  His word has been spoken this 

morning.  His mercy is on display here today.  What have you to lose but 

your sin and guilt?  He has what you need--comfort in place of misery, life 

in place of death. 

 The lesson continues: 

 One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising 
God in a loud voice.  He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked 
him--and he was a Samaritan.   
 Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed?  Where are the other 
nine?  Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?"  Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made 
you well."   

All ten were afflicted with a terrible disease.  All were determined to do 

something about it.  All had heard about Jesus and believed he might be able 

to help them.  All appealed to Jesus, acknowledging him as Master and 

Rabbi.  All, in obedience to his command, proceeded on their way to the 

priests.  All were healed.  But here the similarity ends.  Only one turned 

around and walked back to Jesus to praise God and give thanks.   



 Now the nine were thankful for their healing.  There is no doubt of 

that.  They were happy.  Eager to get back to their homes and families.  But 

God was not at the centre of their gratitude as he was at the centre of the 

Samaritan's.  They were earthbound; they had missed the spiritual dimension 

of their healing.  They hadn't recognized the fact that their hearts were in just 

as desperate need of healing as their limbs.  Their failure to glorify God and 

thank Jesus shows they have missed the boat.  Now Jesus is not teaching us 

here that salvation comes because we have a thankful spirit; he is teaching us 

that where there is true and saving faith you will always find profoundly 

thankful hearts. 

 Let me give you a number of examples from the New Testament that 

teach believing hearts and hearts that praise and glorify God: 

 But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ (I Cor. 15:57). 

 But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumphal 
procession in Christ and through us spreads everywhere the fragrance 
of the knowledge of him (II Cor. 9:15). 

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift (II Cor. 9:15). 

 Joyfully giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 
share in the inheritance of the saints in the kingdom of light.  For he 
has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 
kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the 
forgiveness of sins (Col. 1:11b-14). 



And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him (Col. 
3:17). 

Saved hearts are grateful, happy, praising hearts.  Charles Spurgeon was 

sharing the gospel with a very talkative woman.  The good news began to 

dawn upon her and she couldn't contain herself any more.  She burst out, 

saying, "Oh, Mr. Spurgeon, if Christ saves me he will never hear the end of 

it!"  God grant us grace that we might join in that endless song of praise.  In 

Christ's name.  AMEN. 


