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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

  

 Over the course of the past several weeks Jesus has been teaching his 

disciples what is required of all those who are called to serve the Lord God:  

a lively faith, a deep seated gratitude, and a selfless love that seeks to bless 

God and neighbour are all necessary.  Now it is clear that these qualities are 

not man-made; these are not human works.  They come about only because 

of the powerful acting of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of men and women.  It 

is God who is the source and fountain of all goodness and love.  That being 

the case, it is only logical that we find our Lord now turning to teach lessons 

on the kingdom of God or as it can also be translated, the rule of God in the 

lives of men.   

 Our Lord has kingdom lessons for us today.  Let me approach it this 

way.  I once read an essay on salvation that made the point that salvation 

was found in three tenses: past, present and future.  It is first in the past tense 

because in eternity past, before the foundation of the world, God had written 

the names of all of his chosen in the Book of Life.   All those who are saved 

were elected before history began.  Salvation is, in the second place, in the 

present tense because it is in history that the Holy Spirit comes into the 

hearts of the elect and carries them from the kingdom of death and darkness 



and takes them to the kingdom of light and love, the kingdom of God.  It is 

entirely appropriate for the believer to say, along with John Newton, "I once 

was lost, but now am found, was blind, but now I see."  And in the final 

place salvation is found in the future tense because our new birth and 

salvation which begin in the past with election and are experienced in the 

here and now, will be perfected in the future when, on the last day, in the 

resurrection our bodies and souls will be reunited once more and we will 

enter the new heaven and new earth and live forever in intimate and 

immediate fellowship with God.  We can speak of being saved in the past, in 

the present and in the future. 

 Now, just as salvation is found in three tenses, so is the kingdom of 

God.  It too is past, present and future.  To explain, let me give you a brief 

definition of the kingdom of God.  God's kingdom is God's people, in God's 

place, under God's rule.  I'll repeat it.  It is God's people, in God's place, 

under God's rule.  We can see that kingdom in the past.  The first time we 

see the kingdom of God in the Bible is in the Garden of Eden.  Adam and 

Eve are God's people.  He has put them in his place, in Paradise.  He has 

entered into a covenant with them, bringing them under his rule.  If they 

obey his covenant rules, they will live forever and so will their posterity.  

You know what happened.  Our first parents fell through sin and 



disobedience.  As a result their fellowship with God was broken, they were 

expelled from the Garden and they experienced death.  The rest of the Bible 

is the story of the restoration of the kingdom that was lost. 

 The restoration of the kingdom begins with Abraham.  God entered 

into a covenant with Abraham in which he promised that Abraham's 

descendants (God's people) would possess the Promised Land (God's place) 

and live under God's authority (God's rule).  It was under Moses' direction 

that the people came to the edge of the Promised Land.  It was under Joshua 

that they crossed the river and entered it.  It was under David that the 

kingdom was united and established.  God's people were living in God's 

place under God's rule.   

 But again, as you know, the kingdom failed through the sin and 

disobedience of the people.  After the death of King Solomon there was civil 

war that tore the nation apart   The Northern Kingdom was destroyed by 

Assyria.  Eventually the southern kingdom was taken into exile by the 

Babylonians.  That did not mean, however, that the kingdom of God had 

failed.  The prophets of Israel, inspired by God, pointed to a great future day 

when the perfect and everlasting kingdom of God would come and the 

people of Israel looked to that day with hope and expectation.  In fact, the 



Old Testament ends on just that note.  These are the last verses of the Book 

of Malachi: 

 See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before the great and 
dreadful day of the Lord comes.  He will turn the hearts of the fathers 
to the children and the hearts of the children to their fathers; or else I 
will come and strike the land with a curse. 

 After this Israel endured four hundred years of silence.  The prophets 

were silent.  But then, after centuries of darkness, a star shone over 

Bethlehem.  Thirty years later John the Baptist appeared and pointed to Jesus 

Christ.  And the message of Christ was this: "The time has come. The 

kingdom of God is near.  Repent and believe the good news."    

 Think of it this way.  All that we know or need to know about God's 

Kingdom is found in Jesus.  Think of the three elements of the kingdom--

people, place and rule.  God's kingdom is the people of God.  Jesus was, is 

and always will be the son of God.  Jesus is the eternal Son of God and all 

that are joined to Christ through faith are the sons and daughters of God, and 

children in his family.  To find God's people, look to Jesus.  God's kingdom 

is God's place.  In the Old Testament God was found in the Garden of Eden.  

He was found in the pillar of cloud and fire that led the Israelites out of 

Egypt.  He was present in his glory in the Tabernacle.  He descended upon 



the Temple in Jerusalem.  But now, with the coming of Jesus, the Lord Jesus 

himself replaces the temple as the place of God's abode.  In Jesus, God has 

made his dwelling with us, full of grace and truth.  If you want to know 

where God can be found, look at Jesus and you will see him.   

 But there is more.  If you ask today, "Where is God--where is his 

"place?" we can answer, God dwells in the hearts of his people through the 

Spirit of Christ.  These are the words of Paul in I Corinthians: 

 Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your 
own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honour God with your 
body. 

Another way to say it is this: God is in his church, dwelling in his saints.  

That is his place today.   

 The third element of the kingdom is God's rule.  Again, in Jesus Christ 

we see that rule embodied.  First, Jesus himself lives by the rule of God.  He 

loves God with his whole heart and his neighbour as himself.  He loves so 

perfectly he is able to say, "Who accuses me of sin?"  And second, Jesus 

exercises the rule and authority of God.  We have seen him do this in Luke 

time and time again.  He exercises authority over diseases, over nature and 

over demons.  He exercises authority over sin, bestowing forgiveness upon 



sinners for offences against God himself.  And he exercises authority over 

death itself, bringing the dead back to life.  Christ is the kingdom of God in 

the flesh and he is present today in the hearts and lives of all who believe on 

him with a true and living faith. 

  We have seen God's kingdom in the past, in the pages of the Bible.  

We see it today in the lives of people who have submitted themselves to 

Christ.  And we will see the kingdom in the future.  While the kingdom has 

come in Jesus, and is present even now, we can also say that the kingdom is 

yet to come.  There will come a time when the kingdom will come in all its 

fullness.  There will be a day of perfection.  There will be a day in which 

evil will be vanquished utterly and will trouble the saints no more.  John 

spoke of that day in the Book of Revelation. 

 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven 
and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I 
saw the holy city, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 
from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband; and I heard a 
great voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling of God is 
with men.  He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and 
God himself will be with them; he will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning 
nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away." 

God's people will be in God's place serving him with obedience, joy and 

gladness under his wonderful rule. 



 Now the Pharisees of Jesus' day were looking for the Kingdom of 

God.  They were seeking it diligently.  In fact, they were seeking it so 

diligently they were even willing to ask Jesus, whom they hated, for his 

opinion.  But it is clear that they were looking in the wrong place.  Let's turn 

to our lesson: 

 Once, having been asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of 
God would come, Jesus replied, "The kingdom of God does not come 
with your careful observation, nor will people say, 'Here it is,' or 
'There it is,' because the kingdom of God is within you. 

The kingdom the Pharisees expected was an earthly one.  They though a 

Messiah would come and reestablish David's kingdom, setting up his throne 

in Jerusalem and, most important, kicking out the Roman armies of 

occupation.  As William Hendriksen said, they were looking for "loud 

proclamations, prancing horses, marching armies [and] martial music."  To 

this Jesus says, "No.  You've got it wrong.  You're looking in the wrong 

place.  The kingdom of God is within you." 

 Now in saying this, Jesus points to two truths.  First of all, the 

kingdom that they are seeking is not like any other kingdom in this world.  It 

is not marked with outward pomp and show because it is a spiritual 

kingdom.  It appeared at Bethlehem, without the knowledge of the rich or 

the wise.  It came to the temple, but only Simeon and Anna recognized it.  



Three decades later it was received by only a few fishermen, publicans and 

sinners.  The kingdom came in weakness, humiliation and suffering.  No, the 

true kingdom of God was not the kingdom the Pharisees were expecting. 

 And second, because it came that way, the Pharisees refused to see it.  

It was not to their liking--not to their taste--so they ignored what was as 

plain as the nose on their face.  Look: There was plenty of evidence before 

their eyes.  They had seen Jesus perform miracles.  They had seen him 

multiply loaves and fish.  They has seen him cast out demons.  They had 

seen him heal the crippled.  They had seen him raise the dead.  And they 

attributed this not to the power of God but to the power of Satan.  They 

willfully ignored the incarnation of God's kingdom who stood before them; 

they would not humble themselves and submit to the Lord. 

 Beloved, if you miss the kingdom in the present, you will miss it in 

the future, when it comes in fullness, and so at this point Jesus turns to his 

disciples and tells them to cling to the truth--to persevere in their kingdom 

walk so they will be ready when the kingdom comes fully and finally.   

 Then he said to his disciples, "The time is coming when you 
will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not 
see it.  Men will tell you, 'There he is!' or 'Here he is!'  Do not go 
running off after them.  For the Son of Man in his day will be like the 
lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the 



other.  But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this 
generation. 

Jesus tells his disciples here that after he goes there will be times when they 

will long to see him face to face.  You see, even for disciples--especially for 

disciples--there will be times of suffering and hardship.  And because they 

will want to see him so much, they might become prey to evil men who are 

frauds and imposters.  People will claim to be the Christ of God.  False 

prophets will abound.  It happens today.  David Koresh claimed to be the 

Messiah.  Jimmy Jones, another false Messiah, killed thousands of his 

followers with poisoned kool-aid.  The Moonies follow a man who claims to 

be the second incarnation of Jesus.  Beloved, don't be fooled.  When the real 

Jesus returns, you will know it.  His return will be in glory and as 

unmistakable as lightning.   

 But false Christ's like Jimmy Jones will not be the only danger to 

disciples.  Turn to the lesson again: 

 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days 
of the Son of Man. People were eating, drinking, marrying and being 
given in marriage up to the day Noah entered the ark.  Then the flood 
came and destroyed them all. 
 It was the same in the days of Lot.  People were eating and 
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building.  But the day Lot 
left Sodom, fire and sulfur rained down from heaven and destroyed 
them all. 



Beloved, this is a solemn warning.  You see, while we need to be aware of 

false prophets and those who would distort the teaching of Jesus, there is an 

equally dangerous foe that we have to deal with every day.  In the lesson 

Jesus speaks of people eating, drinking, marrying, buying, selling, planting 

and building.  Now there is nothing wrong with these things.  Jesus is 

describing what life is like.  But the danger is this: These things, which we 

must do, can consume us.  They can become our greatest priority.  We can 

become so caught up in the details of daily living that we forget the one who 

gave us life in the first place.  We can become indifferent to God.  And when 

that happens, we forget why that life was given to us in the first place.  We 

are meant to glorify God in all things.  We are meant to give him thanks and 

praise.  We are meant to enjoy fellowship with him.  It is so easy to forget 

this in the thousand and one details of daily life and so make our work or our 

families or even our church to be ends in themselves.  They are not.  If our 

work, our family and our church do not glorify God, they will cease to be 

blessings and become snares and a curses to us.   

 Turn to the lesson again.  Jesus here reminds us that because we do 

not know when the kingdom is finally coming, we must be constantly 

prepared for the day of its appearing.   



 It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is revealed.  
On that day no one who is on the roof of his house, with his goods 
inside, should go down to get them.  Likewise, no one in the field 
should go back for anything.  Remember Lot's wife.  Whoever tries to 
keep his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life will preserve it." 

When the Lord comes, the time for preparation will be over.  You will not 

have time to go back for anything.  You will not be able to pack a bag.  You 

won't be able to get home from the workplace to grab a few things.  You will 

have to go as you are.  Are you ready for that day?  If that day were to come 

before the sermon ended, and it might, would you be prepared to stand 

before the Lord.  Will you have what is needed to be welcomed into his 

kingdom?   

 What sort of things will be necessary on that day?  You will need to 

have empty hands.  You will have to have let go of the things of this world, 

for that is the only way you can take hold of Jesus and cling to him.  You 

can't hold on to Christ if you're holding on to other stuff.  You will have to 

have a humble heart.  If your heart is full of self, how will Christ fit in?  You 

will need to be dressed in the robe of Christ's righteousness.  You can put 

that robe on only through faith in Christ--only by trusting in him and 

committing your life to him--there is no other way.   



 One more thing.  Your religion has to be real.  It is not enough to have 

an appearance of religion; you must have the genuine thing deep in your 

heart.  Our Lord says, "I tell you, on that night two people will be in one 

bed; one will be taken and the other left.  Two women will be grinding grain 

together; one will be taken and the other left."  From all outward 

appearances these people are the same.  They live in the same place.  They 

do the same work.  Their destinies, however, are entirely different.  You see, 

the Lord doesn't look upon the external appearance of things.  He looks at 

the heart.  And he cannot be fooled.  There is no point in even trying.   

 Beloved, make sure you do not miss the kingdom of God like the 

Pharisees did.  The kingdom of God is so very near.  It is in Jesus Christ and 

his Word has been proclaimed to you today.  His Spirit has gone forth with 

that Word as he has promised.  Open your ears to hear him.  Lift up your 

eyes and perceive him.  Submit your heart and receive him.  In Christ's 

name.  AMEN. 


