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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 For the past several weeks we have been focusing on discipleship.  

Jesus has been lifting up the duties of disciples--their duties to God and to 

man.  Last week our Lord changed the focus slightly.  Instead of 

concentrating on the duties of discipleship, he explained the dangers of 

discipleship.  And he warned them that before his second coming and the 

coming of the kingdom of God in all its fullness and perfection, they would 

be tempted to lose heart and fall into despair.  They would become weary of 

the battle--the battle against the world, the flesh and the devil.  They would 

experience loneliness and long for the Day of the Lord, the second advent of 

Christ and that kingdom in which there would be no hunger or thirst and in 

which all tears would be wiped away.   

 The temptations would come in two forms.  On the one hand, frauds 

and charlatans would try to trick them into believing the Lord had returned 

and pretenders to the Lord's throne and false Christs would abound.  We see 

some of this even in our day.  On the other hand, and even more dangerous, 

hardships would tempt them to give up the fight altogether, go home and fall 

into indifference.  Think of the two disciples going back home to Emmaus to 

pick up their lives as if they had never met the Lord.  Think of the disciples 



going back home to return to their fishing boat.  Or think of Demas, a one-

time friend and supporter of Paul who, in the end, deserted him because he 

loved the world more.   

 Jesus, knowing his disciples and their weaknesses, arms them for the 

battles they will face.  Our lesson begins, "Then Jesus told his disciples a 

parable to show them that they should always pray and not give up."  They 

key to persevere in the face of trial and temptation, whether from within or 

without, is to maintain a life of prayer.  Before we get to the parable itself, 

let me give you some of the elements of a healthy, God-honouring prayer 

life.   

 First, we are to cultivate a spirit of prayer.  That is, we have to stand 

ready to pray at all times.  I am not suggesting that we need to be monks in a 

cloister who do nothing but pray; I am suggesting that we should be armed 

for battle and ready to draw the sword of prayer at a moment's notice.  One 

man who knew how to do this was Nehemiah.  As you remember, it was 

Nehemiah left the court of the king of Persia to rebuild the walls of 

Jerusalem that had been destroyed at the time of the Babylonian conquest.  

At the court he was the cup bearer of the king.  It was a position of high 

importance.  Let me read from Nehemiah, the second chapter: 



 In the month of Nisan in the twentieth year of king Artaxerxes, 
when wine was brought for him, I took the wine and gave it to the 
king.  I had not been sad in his presence before; [to be sad in the 
presence of the king of Persia could easily bring about a death 
sentence] so the king asked me, "Why does your face look so sad 
when you are not ill?  This can be nothing but sadness of heart." 
 I was very much afraid, but I said to the king, "May the king 
live forever!  Why should my face not look sad when the city where 
my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed 
by fire?" 
 The king said to me, "What is it you want?" 

Now at this point Nehemiah doesn't just blurt out his requests.  He first and 

quickly takes it to the Lord. 

 Then I prayed to the God of heaven and I answered the king, "If 
it pleases the king and if your servant has found favour in his sight. 
Let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so 
that I can rebuild it." 

Beloved, cultivate a spirit or habit of prayer that will quickly take you to the 

throne of grace at a moment's notice.   

 The second thing to do is to make your whole life a prayer to God.  

Make it an offering to him, an offering of thanksgiving.  Whether at home, at 

school, at work or at your hobbies and recreations, give what you are doing 

to the Lord.  Ask him to bless it and sanctify it.  And if there is something 

you cannot in honesty and integrity bring before the Lord to ask for his 

blessing, then you had better give it up.   



 Let me give you a number of applications.  If I were down south, they 

would say, "The preacher is going to start meddling now."  Is it possible to 

work at the casino and offer that work up to God in prayer?  Can you say to 

him, "Lord, please help me to do my work well--to take as much money 

from these people as I possibly can?"  Is it possible to let your children play 

hockey or some other sport on a Sunday morning when God has told us in 

his word that we are not to neglect the gathering of the saints--that Sunday is 

a time for all God's people to gather together for worship?  Can you say, 

"Lord, I know you have commanded me to come before you in the company 

of the saints--that you have called me to hallow the Lord's Day--but I am 

going to bring you this offering instead?"  Will such an offering be 

acceptable to the Lord?  Beloved, we need to think these things through and 

then we need to follow up in obedience.   

 We need to develop a spirit or a habit of prayer.  We need to make our 

whole lives a prayer.  And third, we need to persevere.  We are not to stop.  

Now let me be clear.  There may a time for us to leave off a prayer for 

temporal mercies.  For example, the Apostle Paul was tormented by a thorn 

in the flesh.  We don't know what the problem was, but it caused him to call 

out to the Lord.  He called out three times.  But when it became clear to him 

that God's will was not to grant him healing, but instead to give him grace to 



suffer in a godly way, Paul left off.  If you are praying for a change of jobs 

or for a healing or for something else along those lines, and it seems that no 

answer is forthcoming, you may move on.  You have made yourself clear to 

the Lord.  He knows your prayer better than you do, in any event.  You may 

leave it in his hands with confidence.   On the other hand, there are those 

things for which we are to pray without ceasing.  We are to pray constantly 

for a closer walk with the Lord, for more godliness and righteousness, for 

more obedience and love.  We are to pray constantly for the unconverted, 

pleading for God's mercy to open their hearts and to grant them everlasting 

life.  We are to pray for revival in the land and for God's name to be 

honoured and glorified in all places.  When we are constant in these prayers, 

it pleases our heavenly Father. 

 Fourth, we are to be more frequent in prayer.  To do that, we need to 

set aside regular times to come before the Lord.  We need to be disciplined 

and methodical about this.  Don't worry that discipline in your prayer life 

will take away or detract from spontaneity in your praying.  It won't.  If 

anything, it will add to it and make you more ready--like Nehemiah.   

 And fifth, we are to pray in all circumstances.  Whether you are rich 

or poor, happy or sad, healthy or unwell, just starting to live or at the end of 



your life, you are to lay your heart before God in boldness, sincerity and 

faith.  That is the prescription Jesus gives to win the victory in our daily 

battles until he returns. 

 Now in order to reinforce his teaching, Jesus told a parable about an 

unjust judge and a persistent widow.  Let's turn to that lesson now. 

 In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor 
cared about men.  And there was a widow who kept coming to him 
with the plea, "Grant me justice against my adversary." 
 For some time he refused.  But finally he said to himself, "Even 
though I don't fear God or care about men, yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't 
eventually wear me out with her coming!"   

There are two people in this parable.  One is a judge.  Jesus said that he did 

not fear God.  That's a key point, because in II Chronicles, where we find 

Jehoshaphat, King of Judah, appointing judges in the land, fear of the Lord 

was the number one qualification.  Without this quality, nothing else 

mattered.  Jehoshaphat said this to his newly appointed men: 

 Consider carefully what you do, because you are not judging 
for man, but for the Lord, who is with you whenever you give a 
verdict.  Now let the fear of the Lord be upon you.  Judge carefully, 
for with the Lord our God there is no injustice or partiality or bribery. 

With this judge, however, there was only injustice, partiality and bribery.  In 

fact, this man was of such bad character that he reveled in his wickedness.  



He gloated over the fact that he didn't care for God or man, but only for 

himself.  He was a man of wickedness and utterly without mercy or remorse. 

 The second character in the parable is a widow.  She was suffering 

from an injustice.  We don't know the details of it, but we do know that 

widows were particularly vulnerable in that society.  That is why God makes 

it clear in many places throughout the Bible that special measures are to be 

taken to care for widows and orphans.  In fact, God declares himself to be "a 

father to the fatherless, a defender of widows" (Ps. 68:5a).  In any event, this 

widow was in difficult straits.  She may have been victimized in the way 

Jesus describes in Mark 12:  

 Watch out for the teachers of the law.  They like to walk around 
in flowing robes and be greeted in the marketplaces, and have the 
most important seats in the synagogues and the places of honour at 
banquets.  They devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy 
prayers. 

 The judge, of course, was indifferent to the plight of the widow.  He 

simply didn't care and, for her part, she had no money to bribe him.  She had 

nothing he wanted.  But that didn't stop her.  She went to the judge.  And 

then she went to him again.  And again.  And again.  And always her cry was 

the same.  Now I want you to see this in your mind's eye.  The court is in 

session.  The judge is hearing cases--cases in which he has a financial 



interest--cases in which he stands to make a great deal of money.  From the 

back of the courtroom a voice is heard.  "Grant me justice against my 

adversary."  The judge says to the bailiff, "Remove that woman from the 

courthouse."  The next day the court is in session.  The judge is presiding.  A 

voice comes from the back of the courtroom.  "Grant me justice against my 

adversary."  Again the judge has the widow thrown out.  This time, when the 

judge leaves to go home, the widow follows him in the street.  "Grant me 

justice against my adversary."  She follows him into the restaurant where he 

is going to have supper.  "Grant me justice against my adversary."  In the 

morning, when he goes to work, she is standing at his front door.  "Grant me 

justice against my adversary."  And then in court, as he tries to go about his 

business, he hears it again.  "Grant me justice against my adversary."  She 

just kept coming and coming and coming and she would not be deterred or 

dissuaded.   

 The judge finally gave up.  The cost of trying to ignore her was more 

than the cost of granting her justice.  It wasn't that he was suddenly 

interested in justice, of course.  He just wanted to get her out of his hair.  He 

said, "I will see that she gets justice, so that she won't eventually wear me 

out with her coming!"  The phrase, "wear me out" is literally "blacken my 

eyes."  The judge felt as if he were being assaulted day and night by this 

determined widow; finally, he had had enough. 



 Let's turn back to the lesson. 

 And the Lord said, "Listen to what the unjust judge says.  And 
will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to 
him day and night?  Will he keep putting them off?  I tell you, he will 
see that they get justice, and quickly.  However, when the Son of Man 
comes, will he find faith on earth? 

Here Jesus is using an argument called "from the lesser to the greater."  It 

goes like this.  If you can get justice from a judge who is an enemy of God 

and man, who cares only for himself and not a fig for others, how much 

more will you get justice from God, who is a loving, heavenly Father to his 

own and who loves to hear from his children and bless them.   

 Look at the advantages we in the church have over that widow, and 

yet she won her case.  How, then, can we who believe sink into 

despondency?  Consider this.  The widow was a stranger to the judge.  She 

did not know him.  He did not care to know her.  But the church is Christ's 

own bride.  The Song of Songs is a love poem describing the love of Christ 

for his church.  He says of his church,  

"How beautiful you are, my darling!  Oh, how beautiful!  Your eyes 
are doves…. Like a lily among thorns is my darling among the 
maidens…. Show me your face.  Let me hear your voice; for your 
voice is sweet and your face is lovely."   



 Consider this.  The widow appeared before the judge without a friend.  

She had no advocate.  There was no one to plead on her behalf.  We, on the 

other hand, have one who is closer to us that a brother, one who lives to 

make intercession for us.  There is a wonderful picture of this in Act 7.  

Stephen has preached Christ.  The Sanhedrin, the Jewish Supreme Court, has 

become enraged.  Just before they stoned him, Stephen was granted a vision 

of heaven where Jesus has lately ascended to sit at the right hand of God, the 

hand of God's power and authority.   

 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven and 
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 

Notice.  Jesus is not sitting at the right hand of God.  He is standing.  Why 

the change?  Because Jesus has risen to be the advocate for Stephen, the 

mediator between God and man, to plead Stephen's case to the Father and to 

bring him to glory.  Christ is our bridegroom.  He is our intercessor, 

mediator, advocate and friend.  How can we not come to God in prayer with 

confidence and good cheer?   

 Consider this next.  The widow went before the judge without any sort 

of promise to encourage her.  In fact, it was quite the opposite.  Believers, on 

the other hand, have a Bible which is God's own true and infallible word full 

of promises regarding prayer.  Let me mention just a few of them. 



 The Lord detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of 
the upright pleases him (Proverbs 15:8). 

 The Lord is far from the wicked but he hears the prayer of the 
righteous (Proverbs 15:29). 

 When you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they 
think they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like 
them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask him 
(Matthew 6:7, 8). 

 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; 
he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened 
(Matthew 7:7, 8). 

 The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective (James 
5:16b). 

 The widow provoked the judge when she came to him.  We provoke 

our God when we do not come to him.  The widow had a lawsuit in which 

the judge had no personal interest.  God, on the other hand, is personally 

interested in our case and when he grants his chosen what they need he is 

vindicating the honour of his own name.  It is to God's honour and glory that 

souls are converted.  It is to his honour and glory that those converted 

persevere in the way of righteousness.  It is to God's honour and glory that 

those who so persevere are welcomed into the kingdom of eternal light, 

peace and joy.  Given all of this, how is it that so often our prayer lives are 



not what they should be?  God grant us grace to persevere and not to grow 

weary and faint of heart.   

 Let me say two more things in closing.  First, Jesus says, "I tell you, 

he [that is, his Father, God,] will see that they get justice, and quickly."  

Some have found that to be a stumbling block, for they lift up prayers like 

the widow and don't find their prayers answered quickly.  It seems that God 

is silent for a long time.  Two things need to be said.  In his Second Letter, 

the Apostle Peter speaks about the timing of God.   

 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a 
day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.  The 
Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand 
slowness.  He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to repentance. 

And second, when Jesus says they will get justice quickly he does not mean 

"immediately."  He means that when it comes, it will come all at once.  Let 

me give you a few examples. 

 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will 
all be changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet (I Corinthians 15:51, 52). 

 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air (I Thessalonians 4:16, 17). 



As our Lord told us last week, when that day comes there won't be time to 

go back to get our baggage or to come back home from work.  When the 

kingdom comes we will have to be ready that instant. 

 Finally, our lesson ends with these words of Jesus.  "However, when 

the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"  Now with these words 

Jesus isn't inviting us to speculate on the number of people who will be 

saved and the number of people who will be lost.  We have here a solemn 

invitation to self-examination.  In the midst of our temptations, in the midst 

of our daily battles, are we becoming discouraged or are we striving to 

maintain a disciplined, consistent and persevering spirit of prayer?  And if 

we are tired and discouraged, do we recognize that in Jesus we have 

someone who knows and understands our weaknesses and who doesn't 

despise us for them, but who provides what we need so that we can take 

heart and enter into the battle for godliness and righteousness once more?  

Beloved, think about God's love for his chosen.  Think about the riches in 

Christ that he has provided.  Think of his promises, his covenant and his 

Mediator.  Think of the blood that was shed to purchase you.  And then, "et 

us approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive 

mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need" (Hebrews 4:16).   



 "Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 

ever" (Ephesians 3:20, 21)!  AMEN. 


