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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Tonight we come to the genealogy of Moses and Aaron.  The 

temptation is to skip over it, not only because it is full of strange names and 

hard to read, but also and more importantly because it’s inclusion here 

strikes, at least the modern reader, as being strange and out of place.  Why 

does it show up here?  What’s the point?  And can we learn anything from it 

anyway?  What sort of application can it possibly have?  Now while we may 

not at the moment be able to answer those questions, it is certain that they 

have an affirmative answer.  Paul writes, through the power and 

superintendence of the Holy Spirit, “All Scripture is God-breathed and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 

that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”  He 

does not write, “All Scripture, except for the genealogies.”  There are, then, 

treasures for us here tonight, even if they are not diamonds lying on the 

surface of the ground, easy for us to pick up.  So let’s get digging to see what 

God has for us. 

 Now before we get to the lesson itself, let me make a few points about 

biblical genealogies in general and this one in particular.  First, genealogies 

in the Bible have a number of purposes.  Their most important purpose is to 
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record the lineage and descent of the promised seed from Genesis 3:15.  You 

remember, in Genesis 3 God first speaks of the gospel promise of 

redemption.  He says to the serpent, who had tempted our first parents to fall 

into sin,  

 And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 
between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you 
will strike his heel. 

From that time on the Bible records the godly line of the woman’s seed, 

which, eventually, leads to the birth of Christ, and the ungodly line of the 

serpent’s seed, those who, as Jesus says in John 8, belong to “[their] father 

the devil.”  In the godly line are Seth, Enosh, Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared, 

Enoch, Methuselah and so on.  You can find their names in the genealogies 

given by Luke and Matthew.  The names of those in the ungodly line are first 

recorded in Genesis 4:16 and following and include Cain, Enoch, Irad, 

Mehujael and Lamech.  It includes the lines of Ishmael and Esau.  It 

included you and me, until, by faith, we were adopted into the family of God 

and grafted into Christ in the way a branch is grafted into a vine.   

 The second purpose of genealogies is to demonstrate physical, tribal 

descent from the various sons of Jacob.  It was on a tribal basis that portions 

of the Promised Land were allotted to various clans and families.  And, 

finally, it is a way of sorting people out and seeing where in the story of 
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redemption that they fit in.  In tonight’s lesson you can think of it this way:  

So far we have been in the middle of great dramatic tension.  Moses has 

been called by God to a great task.  He is to be the intercessor between God 

and Israel and between Pharaoh and Israel, and he will deliver his people 

from bondage.  He has gone down to Egypt and conferred with his people, 

who are slaves and crying out in misery.  He has confronted Pharaoh, who is 

oppressing them greatly.  When Pharaoh opposes his commands, Moses goes 

and confronts God about his perceived lack of success in delivering his 

people. A natural question for the first readers of this book—a much more 

natural question, admittedly, for them than for us—is, “What is Moses’ 

genealogical status?  Where does he come from?  What place do his people 

occupy among the Israelite nation?”    

 Let’s look at the lesson, beginning at verse 14, where the genealogy 

proper starts. 

 These were the heads of their families: The sons of Reuben the 
firstborn son of Israel were Hanoch and Pallu, Hezron and Carmi.  
These were the clans of Reuben.     
 The sons of Simeon were Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar 
and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman.  These were the clans of 
Simeon. 

Now there are a couple of things to note here.  First, the list begins with the 

two firstborn sons of Jacob, rather than with Levi, from whom Moses and 

Aaron descended.  This puts things into context, for Levi was the third son 
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of Jacob.  Second, note that the genealogy is organized according to family 

heads.  It worked this way.  The patriarchs gave their names to the tribes of 

Israel.  And so, for example, there was the tribe of Judah, the tribe of 

Benjamin and the tribe of Asher.  Each of the patriarchs had a number of 

sons.  Those sons began extended families.  Those extended families, as they 

grew, became clans within the tribe named after the particular patriarch.   

 Now the third son of Jacob mentioned is Levi, the third born, and the 

rest of the genealogy concerns his tribe.   

These were the names of the sons of Levi according to their 
records: Gershon, Kohath and Merari.  Levi lived 137 years. 

These three sons became the clan chiefs of Levi and they would later have 

the duty to serve in the tabernacle.  In Numbers 3:25 and following, the 

specific tasks of each clan are described in the same order of the names that 

are listed here—Gershon, Kohath and Merari.   

“The sons of Gershon, by clans, were Libni and Shimei.”  The 

Gershonite clan had three principal duties.  First, they cared for and carried 

the curtains of the tabernacle.  Second, the screens for the doorways of the 

court and the tent were under their care.  And third, they kept watch over the 

hangings of the court and tabernacle.   
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 “The sons of Kohath were Amram, Izhar, Hebron and Uzziel.  Kohath 

lived 133 years.”  The Kohathite clan was set apart to carry and guard the 

various furniture pieces that were used for worship.  These items included 

the table of showbread, the altars of sacrifice and incense, the menorah, the 

utensils used in the sanctuary and, finally, the Ark of the Covenant, which 

they carried on poles.    Uzzah, the man in II Samuel 6 who reached out and 

grabbed the Ark of the Covenant so it would not fall off the oxcart and get 

muddied, was a Kohathite.  (As you remember, Uzzah was struck dead for 

doing this.  He had defiled the Ark by touching it.  You see, the clan 

members responsible for the furnishings should have been following God’s 

instruction.  They should have been carrying the Ark on poles, as it had been 

designed to be carried.  Instead, they took a shortcut and loaded it on a cart.  

It led to disaster.  God is not to be trifled with.)  In any event, it is to this 

particular clan of the tribe of Levi that Moses and Aaron belong, for they had 

Amram as their father. 

 The sons of Merari were Mahli and Mushi.”  The third clan mentioned 

in Merari.  It was their job to look after the frames, bars, pillars and sockets 

of the tabernacle, what we might call the hardware. 
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 Now, after putting the family of Levi in its proper context among the 

tribes of the sons of Jacob, and after taking a broad look at the clan chiefs 

and their families, the genealogy narrows down and begins to focus upon the 

family of Kohath—the Kohathite clan.  It begins with Amram, the eldest, 

and his family.  It is here that Moses and Aaron belong.  Let’s look at the 

Kohathite family, starting with the eldest son of Kohath: 

 Amram married his father’s sister Jochebed, who bore him 
Aaron and Moses. Amram lived 137 years.   
 The sons of Izhar were Korah, Nepheg and Zicri. 
 The sons of Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan and Sithri. 

Aaron and Moses’ mother was called “Jochebed.”  The name “Jochebed 

means “the glory of Jehovah.”  The “Jo” part of the name refers to Jehovah.  

The “chebed” part of the name comes from the Hebrew “kabod” which 

means “glory” or “heaviness.”  Back in the sixties if someone said 

something of particular importance or significance, a person might reply, 

“Man, that’s heavy.”  He meant that the person had said something of 

particular substance or importance.  It’s the same thing with the glory of 

God.  God’s glory is his heaviness, his substance, his essence.  The glory of 

God was seen in the sons Jochebed bore.  Their work in bringing the 

Israelites out of Egypt through mighty signs and wonders illustrated the 

glory or the “heaviness” of God. 
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 Izhar, Amram’s brother, had three sons who were, of course, cousins 

to Moses and Aaron.  They were Korah, Nepheg and Zicri.  Korah is the one 

we remember.  In Numbers 16 we find that he led a rebellion against the 

leadership of Moses and Aaron.  Korah, along with Dathan and Abiram and 

250 others stood against Moses and his leadership.  As a result God brought 

a heavy judgement against them.  The Bible records it this way: “...the 

ground under them split apart and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed 

them, with their households and all Korah’s men and all their possessions.  

They went down alive into the grave, with everything they owned; the earth 

closed over them, and they perished and were gone from the community.”   

 The sons of Amram’s other brother Uzziel were Mishael, Elzaphan 

and Sithri.  Mishael and Elzaphan appear in Leviticus 10.  In that chapter we 

find the story of Aaron’s sons Nadab and Abihu.  Nadab and Abihu did 

something very foolish.  They came before the Lord in an unauthorized way 

and made an offering before him.  It was not pleasing to God.  As Samuel 

was later to say to King Saul, when he had been rejected by God as King 

over Israel, 

Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
as much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 

To obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to heed is better than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is like the sin of divination, 
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and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. 
Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, 

he has rejected you as king. 

In any event, as a result of their disobedient, unauthorized worship, God 

struck Nadab and Abihu down dead.  At this point Moses called upon his 

cousins Mishael and Elzaphan to carry the bodies of their cousins out of the 

tabernacle and outside the camp. 

 As the genealogy narrows down, we come next to the family of 

Moses’ brother Aaron.   

 Aaron married Elisheba, daughter of Amminadab and sister of 
Nahshon, and she bore him Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar.   

We find out here that Elisheba was the daughter of Amminadab and the 

sister of Nahshon.  That is important to know because both of these men 

were ancestors of King David.  They are listed in the genealogy of David 

that comes at the end of the Book of Ruth (Ruth 4:20).  This tells us that 

there was a tie between the royal leaders, who were from Judah, and the 

priestly leaders, who were from Levi, at the very start of Israel’s national 

history.   

 We already know what happened to Nadab and Abihu.  Eleazar took 

over the work of Aaron after his father died.  At Mount Hor, near Edom, 
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Aaron’s high priestly garments were put on his son and then Aaron died.  

Later on, when the Israelites came into the Promised Land, it was Eleazar 

who oversaw the assignment of various parcels of lands to the various tribes.  

His other claim to fame is found in verse 25, where we read, “Eleazar son of 

Aaron married one of the daughters of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas.”   

 Phinehas was a man zealous for the glory of God and became as 

famous as his wicked uncles Nadab and Abihu were infamous.  He proved to 

be faithful in the midst of a terrible outbreak of idolatry amongst the 

Israelites.  The story is told in Numbers 25.   

 When Israel was staying in Shittim, the men began to indulge in 
sexual immorality with Moabite women who invited them to the 
sacrifices to their gods.  The people ate and bowed down before these 
gods.  So Israel joined in worshipping the Baal of Peor.  And the 
Lord’s anger burned against them. 
 The Lord said to Moses, “Take all the leaders of these people, 
kill them and expose them in broad daylight before the Lord, so that 
the Lord’s fierce anger may turn away from Israel.” 
 So Moses said to Israel’s judges, “Each of you must put to 
death those of your men who have joined in worshiping the Baal of 
Peor.” 

As bad as things were, they were about to get worse. 

 Then an Israelite man brought to his family a Midianite woman 
right before the eyes of Moses and the whole assembly of Israel while 
they were weeping at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting. 
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Judgement has fallen because of idolatry.  A severe sentence has been 

spoken by the Lord because of Israel’s harlotry.  People are weeping because 

of what they have done and because of the sentence that must be meted out.  

There is mourning and lamentation for the wrong they had done.  And right 

in the middle of this tragedy an Israelite man named Zimri parades his devil 

worshiping pagan concubine named Cozbi before the gathered people and 

right in front of the tabernacle of the Lord.  Then they entered it.  The 

contempt they thus showed for the Lord God and his holy things was 

unimaginable.   

 Phinehas was horrified and he took strong action.   

 When Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, the priest, saw 
this, he left the assembly, took a spear in his hand and followed the 
Israelite into the tent.  He drove the spear through both of them—
through the Israelite and into the woman’s body.  Then the plague 
against the Israelites was stopped; but those who died in the plague 
numbered 24,000.    

His zeal was rewarded by God. 
 The Lord said to Moses, “Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of 
Aaron, the priest, has turned my anger away from the Israelites; for he 
was as zealous as I am for my honour among them, so that in my zeal 
I did not put an end to them.  Therefore tell him I am making my 
covenant of peace with him.  He and his descendants will have a 
covenant of a lasting priesthood because he was zealous for the 
honour of his God and made atonement for the Israelites. 
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 Phinehas was to become a leader of the Israelite army, would enter the 

Promised Land under Joshua and serve as high priest before the tabernacle.  

Finally, he turned out to be the ancestor of Ezra, the great leader who 

returned from Babylon to rebuild Jerusalem along with Nehemiah.    

 The lesson concludes, 

 It was this same Aaron and Moses to whom the Lord said, 
“Bring the Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions.”  They were the 
ones who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt about bringing the Israelites 
out of Egypt.  It was the same Moses and Aaron. 

And so there is to be no mistake—the Moses and Aaron that we have met 

elsewhere in the story of God’s rescuing of his people from slavery in Egypt 

are the same figures who appear in the genealogy.  They were two brothers, 

belonging to the tribe of Levi, the clan of Kohath, the family of Amram.  

Here is the question for you.  To what tribe, family and clan do you belong?  

Are you of the seed of the serpent or do you belong to the holy seed of the 

woman?  Is God your Father—or is Satan?  There is one way for us to know.  

In Revelation 12 we find a picture of a woman, clothed with the sun, being 

chased by an enormous red dragon.  The woman is a symbol of the church—

of all those who believe on Jesus Christ alone for their salvation.  The 

dragon represents Satan, the serpent of Genesis 3.  In that chapter’s closing 

verse the offspring of the woman—those in the godly line—are described as 
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being “those who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of 

Jesus.”  That is how you can tell in which genealogy you belong.  To put it 

simply, do you believe in Christ and are you walking in obedience and love 

to him and your neighbour?  If you can properly answer that in the 

affirmative, then your name is written down in the Lamb’s Book of Life—

and you have your place in the genealogy of the heavenly Father.  If not, 

then believe of the Lord and walk according to his commandments.  It is not 

to late to be adopted into his family.  It might be too later for you tomorrow.  

But it is not too late right now.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.  
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