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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, what familiar words of comfort and 

blessing these are: 

 And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, 

keeping watch over their flock by night.  And lo the angel of the Lord came 

upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they were 

sore afraid. 

 And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for behold, I bring you good 

tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this 

day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 

Now when the birth of the Lord Jesus was first announced to men it was 

done privately, at midnight, without any worldly pomp and circumstance, to 

lowly shepherds.  The message was not given to Scribes, Pharisees or 

priests; it wasn’t declared unto prime ministers, senators or governors 

general.  It was made known to those who, down through the years, had 

come to be a despised and put upon class.  Part of it had to do with the 

Mosaic Law.  The nature of their work—their being out in the fields and 

hills for long weeks at a time—made it difficult for them to keep the Sabbath 

Law, nor could they keep the multitude of man-made regulations and rules 



that had been added on top of the Law.  They had no hope of attending to all 

of the various duties and ceremonies that were required, and so they were 

regarded as unclean.  Part of it had to do with the fact they were a hard and 

rugged group of men.  In that job you had to be.  And so fairly or not, they 

gained a universal reputation as toughs, thieves and ne’er-do-wells.  In fact, 

shepherds were thought so little of that they were not allowed to give 

testimony in court.  Nevertheless, it was to such as these the angel of the 

Lord came.   

Don’t let that surprise you.  Listen to what James, the brother of Jesus, had 

to say: “Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those who are poor in 

the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he 

promised to those who love him?”   Paul put it this way: 

 Brothers, think of what you were when you were called.  Not many of 

you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many 

were of noble birth.  But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame 

the wise; god chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong.  He 

chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things 

that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before 

him. 



That God comes to the lowly lets his grace and glory shine all the brighter. 

 Now when the angel of the Lord appeared, the shepherds were “sore 

afraid.”  They were terrified.  Think of Job, Isaiah or Peter.  When they 

encountered God their reaction was exactly the same.  In Luke 5 we will 

come across the story of Peter’s all night fishing expedition.  He had worked 

hard all night long, but hadn’t caught a thing.  It was a great disappointment.  

When he got to shore, Jesus was there.  “Put out into deep water, and let 

down the nets for a catch.”  Here is Peter, a professional fisherman, 

exhausted after a long and fruitless night, and this landlubber was telling him 

how to do his job.  In any event, Peter complied.  The catch was so great his 

nets began to break.  Do you remember what happened next?  Peter fell 

down at the Lord’s feet in fear and trembling and said, “Go away from me, 

Lord; I am a sinful man.”  Peter recognized he was in the presence of 

someone who was more than a mere man.  And the word of Jesus to Peter 

was, “Don’t be afraid.”  And so it was, that as the shepherds quaked, the first 

thing the angel said to them was, “Fear not.”  “Fear not.”   

Now there is a fear of the Lord that is to be embraced.  It is a lawful, 

necessary and wonderful fear that is always owed by the creature to his 

Creator, by the subject to his king, by the child to his parent.  This is the fear 



that makes us dread sin and constrains us to be obedient to the commands of 

God.  This fear is to be cultivated, for it is the beginning of wisdom.  

Sometimes this fear is called “reverence” or “awe” or “respect.”  In thinking 

of this fear, ponder the angels who serve before the throne of God, the angels 

Isaiah caught a glimpse of when granted a vision of the heavenly places.  

These angels are holy and without sin, spot, wrinkle or blemish.  They are 

perfect.  They always have and always will serve God joyfully, obediently, 

promptly and excellently.  They delight to serve him who is their Maker and 

Lord.  And yet in his presence they cover their faces with their wings rather 

than look upon the Almighty.  That is a holy fear. 

 There is another kind of fear, though, a fear we are to put aside.  You 

see, there is a fear that keeps us away from God.  It is a fear that is born in 

our sin.  Think of Adam and Eve, after they had fallen from grace into 

disobedience.  When God came to the Garden they tried to hide from him 

because they were afraid of the judgement he would pronounce upon their 

sins.  Peter’s fear of Jesus that miraculous morning was of the same sort.  

Confronted that day with the holiness of Jesus, he saw that he had fallen 

short of the glory of God.  His natural instinct was to get away.  The same 

situation obtained when Isaiah had a vision of heaven and called out that he 



was “undone,” for he was a man “of unclean lips” dwelling among a “people 

of unclean lips.”   

Now here is a question for you.  Why should we put aside this fear—this 

terror of the Lord—if it is entirely appropriate to our situation?  Shouldn’t 

we be afraid if we are sinners and God is holy and righteous and just, 

committed to punishing every sin to the full extent of his Law?  Well, yes, if 

you are committed to spurning the Lord God you should be very afraid.  He 

can and he will cast you body and soul into an everlasting hell.  But listen: 

The angel doesn’t just urge the shepherds not to be afraid and leave it at that

—he speaks good news of reconciliation between God and man and gives a 

reason to hope.  He explains how it is possible for sinners to put their fear 

aside.  He calls this message of hope, “good tidings of great joy.”   

 Good tidings of great joy indeed.  The spiritual darkness covering the 

earth from the time of Adam and Eve is about to be rolled away.  The way to 

pardon and peace with God is about to be thrown open to all mankind.  The 

head of Satan is about to be crushed.  Liberty is about to be proclaimed to 

the captives and recovery of sight to the blind.  The lame are about to leap 

for joy, the lepers will be cleansed and the paralyzed will pick up their mats 

and walk.  The mighty truth that God can be both just and a justifier of the 



ungodly is going to be proclaimed.  Salvation will not longer be seen in 

shadows and types, but will be seen face to face in the face of Jesus Christ.  

The knowledge of God will no longer be confined to the Jews but will be 

offered to the whole Gentile world.  Beloved, if this is not good tiding of 

great joy that can cast out all fear, whatever could be?   

 The angel of the Lord next goes into greater detail.  “For unto you is 

born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.”  

Christ “is born.”  God has taken upon himself human flesh.  Think what this 

means.  It means God knows us from the inside out.  He knows what it is to 

be a human being.  He really understands us, for he has walked in our shoes.  

No matter where we go, he has already been there.  Do you need to talk to a 

sympathetic friend who knows what it is like to face your challenges?  There 

is someone.  The Bible says that we “do not have a high priest who is unable 

to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted 

in every way—just as we are—yet was without sin.”  Do you want to talk to 

someone who not only listens, but can help?  The Bible says of Jesus, 

“because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those 

who are being tempted.”  If you go to him, do you think he will not 

understand you nor be gracious unto you?  Do you think he will have no 

mercy for a poor, lost sinner who stands before him pleading to be cleansed 



and made new?  Not too long ago Anita Klassen sang a song for us that 

touched on just this point: 

I must tell Jesus all of my trials; 

I cannot bear these burdens alone; 

In my distress he kindly will help me; 

He ever loves and cares for his own. 

I must tell Jesus!  I must tell Jesus! 

I cannot bear my burdens alone; 

I must tell Jesus!  I must tell Jesus! 

Jesus can help me, Jesus alone. 

 The angel says that the one born is a “Saviour.”  The reason he has 

come is to seek and to save that which is lost.  Spurgeon put the wonder and 

joy of it into these words and he did it well, so I’ll just quote him: 

The very object for which he was born and came into this world was that he 

might deliver us from sin. What, then, was it that made us afraid? Were we 

not afraid of God because we felt that we were lost through sin? Well then, 

here is joy upon joy. Here is not only the Lord come among us as a man, but 

made man in order to save man from that which separated him from God. I 



feel as if I could burst out into a weeping for some here who have been 

spending their living riotously 

and gone far away from God their Father by their evil ways. I know they are 

afraid to come back. They think that the Lord will not receive them, that 

there is no mercy for such sinners as they have been. Oh, but think of it-

Jesus Christ has come to seek and to save that which was lost. He was born 

to save. If he does not save he was born in vain, for the object of his birth 

was salvation. If he shall not be a Savior, then the mission of God to earth 

has missed its end, for its design was that lost sinners might be saved.   

Lost one, lost one, if there were news that an angel had come to save thee 

there might be some cheer in it; but there are better tidings still. God has 

come; the Infinite, the Almighty, has stooped from the highest heaven that he 

may pick thee up, a poor undone and worthless worm. Is there not comfort 

here?  Does not the incarnate Savior take away the horrible dread which 

hangs over men like a black pall? 

 “A Saviour, which is Christ,” the angel says.  “Which is Christ.”  The 

word Christ is the Greek equivalent of Messiah.  It means Anointed One.  

The angel here points to the anointing of Christ into his three-fold office.  

First, Christ was anointed and set apart as King.   He is the eternal King of 

kings who will sit on David’s throne and reign over his kingdom forever.  



Second, Christ was anointed as great High Priest.  Paul puts it this way in I 

Timothy.  “For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, 

the Man Christ Jesus.”  Jesus is the ultimate, glorious High Priest and 

Intercessor who alone can take sinners into the presence of a holy God; and 

not only is he the great Priest, he is at the same time the perfect, necessary 

and sufficient sacrifice for all of the sins of all his people.  Third, Jesus was 

anointed to be our Great Prophet.  It was also standard practice in Old 

Testament days to anoint prophets.  They were thereby set apart as 

spokesmen for God.  Jesus would grow up to become God’s ultimate 

spokesman, speaking Truth with divine authority.  While all other prophets 

began their prophecies with the words, “Thus saith the Lord,” Jesus spoke 

out, saying, “I say unto you.”   

 “A Saviour which is Christ the Lord,” the angel said.  “The Lord.”  

Now sometimes in the Bible the term lord simply means somebody of high 

esteem.  In England and some other European countries you have Lord So 

and So.  Lord Thompson of Fleet is one name that comes to mind.  When the 

Angel of the Lord uses this term, however, he means something more.  He is 

not using it as a human designation, but as a divine one.  He is making the 

claim that the baby in swaddling clothes and lying in a Bethlehem manger is 

God.  Jesus, as well as being fully human, is fully divine.  Beloved, this is 



the first and most fundamental and essential confession of the Christian 

faith.  It is not negotiable.  It is not arguable.  It is not up for discussion.  You 

must confess that Jesus is Lord—that Jesus is God—or you are not a 

Christian.  If you cannot make this good confession, you cannot be saved.  

But, “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.”  When the 

angel declared Jesus to be Lord, he was declaring him to be the true God, the 

One who possesses all authority, all sovereignty, all knowledge, all wisdom, 

all power, and all everything else.  In his book about Christmas, John 

MacArthur sums up the angel’s message in this way: 

 The heavenly messenger was certain of the identity of the baby in the 

manger.  The Child was none other that the person of the good news—the 

Christ who was Prophet, Priest and King, and the Lord who was God in 

human flesh.  That identity was perfectly in line with Isaiah’s words 

centuries earlier, “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 

government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called 

Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.   

 Now, we have heard the good news.  God has been born on earth, 

taking upon himself human flesh.  He has come as a Saviour.  As a Saviour 

he will rule in our hearts King, he will speak the Truth to us in love, as 

Prophet and he will give of himself through the shedding of his atoning 



blood as Priest and Sacrifice.  And he will carry out that ministry with all the 

authority and power of the Lord God Almighty, for that is who he is.  The 

question that remains is this.  Has he been born “unto you”?  Has he come 

“unto you”?  Do you have a personal interest in him?   

 I would have you think of it this way.  Jesus is a representative man—

one of two representative men.  Adam was the other.  This is what I mean.  

When Adam fell into sin, because he was our representative, we fell into sin 

too.  He went down and we, his descendants, went with him.  What he did in 

disobedience touched us so deeply that down to this day all who are born of 

man and woman are born spiritually dead in sin and trespass.  Jesus is the 

other representative man.  He represents the chosen company of all those 

whom the Father has given to him.  If you are represented by Jesus—if you 

are united to him by faith—it you belong to him—there are a number of 

ways to say it—then whatever he does you have done.  Christ circumcised or 

crucified, Christ dead or Christ living, Christ buried or Christ risen—all he 

did and all he is, belongs to you.  It has been credited to you.  His love.  His 

perfection.  His obedience.  His holiness.  His righteousness.  His eternal 

inheritance.  You are a partaker of all of this if you are tied to Christ by faith 

and your watchword is, “Because he lives, I will live also.”   



 If you have received this gift of salvation, you have received the grace 

and favour of God.  He deserves the credit and the all glory.  If you have not 

received this gift, ask for it.  Ask for it fervently, and don’t leave off until 

you receive it.  Who knows?  It may be that God will speak to your heart 

even as he spoke to the hearts of the shepherds so many years ago.  In 

Christ’s name.  AMEN.   


