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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Over the course of the past several weeks we have encountered a 

whole series of contrasts.  We have found contrasting personalities, 

contrasting attitudes and contrasting destinies.  We have met a poor widow 

and a proud and vicious judge.  We have heard a self-righteous Pharisee pray 

to himself and a broken, chastened tax collector calling out to God.  We 

watched as Jesus embraced little children and granted them his blessing.  We 

also watched as our Lord would not receive a rich young ruler because that 

man could not give up his wealth nor see the sin that lay so deep within his 

heart.  We have encountered proud and humble hearts; worldly and godly 

attitudes; self-sufficient people and folks who knew their dependence and 

need.    

 Today we will see another contrast.  On the one hand there are 

disciples who, though they can see, are blind to the mission of the Lord; on 

the other is a blind man who, though he cannot see, knows who the Lord is 

and what he has come to bring.  Let's look at the lesson.   

 Jesus took the twelve aside and told them, "We are going up to 
Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the prophets about the 
Son of Man will be fulfilled.  He will be handed over to the Gentiles.  
They will mock him, insult him and spit on him, flog him and kill 
him.  On the third day he will rise again." 



"We are going up to Jerusalem," our lesson begins.  This was not simply a 

statement about the Lord's travel itinerary.  Going up to Jerusalem is not just 

a matter of the feet; it is a matter of the heart.  Psalm 122 begins this way: 

I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
"Let us go to the house of the Lord." 

Our feet are standing 
In your gates, O Jerusalem. 

In our lesson today "going to Jerusalem" means going to the city of God.  It 

means going to the temple.  It means going to celebrate Passover.  It means 

going to worship.  And especially it means going to offer up a sacrifice.   

 The sacrifice is, of course, the Lord himself.  The lesson continues, 

"Everything written about the Son of Man will be fulfilled."  What the Bible 

says about the Messiah will come about without fail in every detail.  He will 

be handed over, mocked, insulted, spit upon flogged and killed.  He will be 

stricken for the transgressions of his people.  He will be bruised and caused 

to suffer.  His life will be given up as a guilt offering.  And by his stripes we 

will be healed.  As John the Baptist would say by the banks of the Jordan 

River, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"   

 "Everything written about the Son of Man will be fulfilled."  Jesus 

called himself the "Son of Man."  Now at first glance it would seem that the 



title Son of Man would point to his human nature.  It doesn't.  It points to his 

divine nature.  It comes from a passage in the Book of Daniel.  Listen to this 

description of the Son of Man from Daniel 7: 

 In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like 
a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven.  He approached the 
Ancient of Days and was led into his presence.  He was given 
authority, glory and sovereign power; all peoples, nations and men of 
every language worshiped him.  His dominion is an everlasting 
dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will 
never be destroyed.   

The Son of Man--the Lord Jesus--receives all authority, power, sovereignty 

and glory from the Ancient of Days, the everlasting God.  The Son of Man 

has a kingdom that is everlasting and cannot pass away.  And he is worthy to 

receive the worship of all people, nations and tongues.  These attributes 

belong only to one with a divine nature.  Only God himself is worthy to be 

worshiped.  Only God had all power and dominion.  Jesus, in calling himself 

the Son of Man, declares that he is One with the Father, of the same 

substance.  Jesus is fully human and fully divine.  He has two natures 

perfectly united in one person.   

 "Everything written about the Son of Man will be fulfilled."  "Will be 

fulfilled."  Jesus knows what is going to happen.  He knows how it is going 

to happen.  He had decreed it in the fellowship of the Father and the Holy 

Spirit from before the foundation of the world.  The Scriptures promised it.  



Jesus foretold it time and time again.  His death would be no surprise or 

accident.  Things weren't getting out of hand or starting to spin out of 

control.  All that he had come to do was about to be accomplished.  He had 

come to die for the sins of his people.  In all this Jesus remained in control.  

It's not that his life was taken from him; it's that he gave it up willingly.  He 

could have called on legions of angels to keep him from the cross; he didn't.  

This is how Jesus explains it in John 10: 

 I am the good shepherd.  The good shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep… 
 I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me--just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay 
down my life for the sheep…. 
 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. 

 Now the disciples didn't understand what Jesus was getting at.  It was 

simply beyond their comprehension. 

 The disciples did not understand any of this.  Its meaning was 
hidden from them, and they did not know what he was talking about. 

By this time they had been with Jesus for three years.  He had told them time 

and again what would happen.  The meaning of what Jesus said, however, 

didn't sink in.  Why?  Their minds just didn’t have room for the notion of a 

suffering, dying Messiah.  They had been brought up to expect their Messiah 

to come in glory.  Their Master's words were not what they expected.  It 

would take a cross and resurrection and Jesus himself speaking to them to 



finally open their eyes.  As the risen Lord would say to the two disciples on 

the road to Emmaus, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe 

all that the prophets have spoken.  Did not the Christ have to suffer these 

things and then enter his glory?"   

 They were foolish and slow of heart to believe, but let us not be too 

harsh with them nor marvel at their missing the obvious.  It takes the same 

risen Lord to open our eyes today too.  Saving faith is not an understanding 

that we ourselves work out in our minds.  We do not have saving faith 

because we are smarter than others or better than others.  If we have saving 

faith it is only because God in his grace and mercy has come to us and given 

us this faith as a gift.  Paul put it this way in Ephesians 2:8: 

 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one 
can boast. 

 In stark contrast to the spiritual blindness and confusion of the 

disciples is the confidence and understanding of a blind beggar we meet in 

Jericho.  Let's turn back to the lesson. 

 As Jesus approached Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 
roadside begging.  When he heard the crowd going by, he asked what 
was happening.  They told him, "Jesus of Nazareth is passing by."   
 He called out, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 



Jesus was approaching Jericho.  A crowd was following along.  They were 

making their way to Jerusalem which was some 20 miles away.  They were 

on their way to the annual Passover celebrations.   

 Now before we look at the substance of this lesson, I want to point 

something out.  If you look at this account as recorded by Matthew and 

Mark you will notice something curious.  While Luke says Jesus was 

approaching Jericho when this encounter took place, Matthew and Mark say 

he was leaving Jericho.  Do we have a contradiction here?  If we do, it 

would be a very serious matter, for God is a God of truth.  He cannot 

contradict himself.  That means, if we have a contradiction, we do not have 

the word of God.  And if it is not the word of God, the Bible is just another 

book with no particular authority.   

 Now it is clear that the Bible is the Word of God.  It is clear that there 

can be no contradiction here.  So how is it that two evangelists say Jesus was 

leaving Jericho and one says he was entering?  The answer is quite simple.  

There were two Jericho's.  There was the ancient city whose ruins lay 

somewhat to the south, which Jesus had left and the rebuilt Roman city of 

Jericho, the new city of Jesus' day, that the Lord was entering.  And there, 

between the old Jericho and the new Jericho, the Lord met a blind beggar.   



 The blind beggar--Mark tells us his name was Bartimaeus, was a 

miserable wretch.  He lived in constant darkness.  He was dirt poor.  He had 

been reduced to sitting by the road with his hand out, hoping that somebody 

might throw in a few pennies or a crust of bread from time to time.  But for 

all his disadvantages, he had one great advantage.  Someone once asked 

Helen Keller "Isn't it terrible to be blind?"  She answered, "Better to be blind 

and see with your heart, than to have too good eyes and see nothing."  And 

so it was with blind Bartimaeus.  He could not see with his eyes, but by 

God's grace he could see with his heart.  He had heard of Jesus of Nazareth.  

He had contemplated his message and his mighty signs and wonders.  And 

he had come to the conviction that Jesus was the Messiah of God.  And so, 

when he heard that day that Jesus was passing by, he could not contain 

himself.  He cried out, I am sure as loud as he could, "Jesus, Son of David, 

have mercy on me." 

 Now we need to be clear about this.  By the time of Jesus, the 

expression "Son of David" had become synonymous with the title 

"Messiah."  The Messiah was the "Son of David" and the Son of David" was 

the Messiah.  Bartimaeus knew who Jesus was--Son of God and Son of 

Man--and he cried out in his wretchedness and need for deliverance.  



Beloved, do you know your sin and your wretchedness or are you blind to it?  

Have you called out for mercy?  Human reasoning tells us that every time a 

person sins he will see more and more of his sin.  It doesn’t work that way; 

the opposite is true.  Every time a person sins he makes himself more blind, 

less capable of understanding what sin is and less likely to recognize himself 

as a sinner.  To know your sin you have to measure your life against the true 

and perfect Law of God.  If you do this--if you in all seriousness ask, "Have 

I loved the Lord my God with all my heart and all my soul and all my mind, 

and have I loved my neighbour as myself?" you will be able to see what it is 

you lack and what it is you need.  If you do this you will cry out with 

Bartimaeus, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me.  Have mercy on me or 

else I will perish."   

 Let's turn back to our lesson.  We will find that there are those who 

were not pleased with the blind beggar's actions.  They took him to task: 

 Those who led the way rebuked him and told him to be quiet, 
but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" 

Why would they do such a thing?  They may have thought that this sort of 

yelling was out of keeping with the dignity of Jesus, a rabbi respected 

among the people.  As Jesus walked down the road, he would have been 

teaching.  Perhaps they did not want his teaching interrupted.  There are 

those who suggest that the people were offended that the beggar called Jesus 



the "Son of David."  They weren't ready to hear that messianic name given 

to the carpenter's son from Nazareth.  Myself, I think they just didn't want 

Jesus to be bothered by a wretched, dirty beggar, much in the same way the 

disciples didn't want Jesus bothered by the little children.   

 Bartimaeus wouldn't let the naysayers stop him.  He shouted out all 

the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me."  It reminds me very much of 

the persistent widow.  She would not stop until she received justice from the 

unjust judge.  It reminds me of Jacob, too.  He wrestled with the angel of the 

Lord and the River Jabbok and wouldn't let go until he had been blessed, 

even though his hip was put out of joint.  So too with Bartimaeus.  There is a 

passage from Jeremiah 29 that speaks to this point.  This is what the Lord 

says: "'You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.  

I will be found by you,' declares the Lord, 'and I will bring you back from 

captivity.'"  Bartimaeus sought the Lord with his whole heart.  He cried out 

and would not stop until he received his answer.  Back in Luke 16 we 

studied this verse: 

 The Law and the Prophets were proclaimed until John [the 
Baptist].  Since that time, the good news of the kingdom of God is 
being preached and every one is forcing his way into it. 

Bartimaeus had heard the good news.  He banged on the gates of the 

kingdom until he was let in. 



 Jesus was going to Jerusalem to offer up his life.  He knew what lay 

ahead of him.  He had just explained it in great detail.  And he was 

determined to keep his appointment with Calvary.  There was nothing that 

could stop him.  Legions of Roman soldiers could not prevent him from 

doing his work.  None of the maneuverings of the Sanhedrin could delay 

him.  If needed he could call upon legions of angels to see to it that his work 

would be accomplished.  But Jesus stopped for a poor, blind beggar.  In spite 

of everything that lay so heavy upon his heart, he had time to minister to this 

"little one" who cried to him for help.  Today our risen Lord sits at the right 

hand of the Father in heaven.  The angels and the saints in heaven call out 

their "hosannas" and the seraphim call back and forth, "Holy, holy, holy."  

And yet the Lord still hears the voice that calls out to him in its 

wretchedness and need.  And the Lord still has the time to minister and bless 

the hearts of those who come to him.  Listen to this promise of God from 

Isaiah 57: 

 For this is what the high and lofty One says--he who lives 
forever, whose name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also 
with him who is contrite and lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite. 



 Let's turn to the final verses of our lesson.   

 Jesus stopped and ordered the man to be brought to him.  When 
he came near, Jesus asked him, "What do you want me to do for you?" 
 "Lord, I want to see," he replied. 
 Jesus said to him, "Receive your sight; your faith has healed 
you."  Immediately he received his sight and followed Jesus, praising 
God.  When all the people saw it, they also praised God.  

Jesus asked Bartimaeus what he wanted.  Now that might seem a question to 

which there is an obvious answer, and it is.  Not only that, Jesus, who could 

see into the hearts of men, knew what Bartimaeus wanted.  So why did Jesus 

ask the question?  Because he didn't want only to cure him, he wanted 

Bartimaeus to enter into fellowship with him.  He wanted to establish a 

relationship between them.  You see, restored sight without a relationship 

with Jesus is, in the end, no blessing at all.  Bartimaeus would have 

remained in his wretched estate.   

 It is for this same reason that Jesus would have us constant and 

disciplined in prayer.  It is not that he needs to know and understand what is 

lying heavy upon our hearts.  It is not that he needs some sort of explanation 

from us to make our situation clear to him.  He already knows what we need; 

he already knows what is best for his children.  It is through prayer that our 

relationship with God grows in intimacy, trust and love.  It was for 

Bartimaeus' greater blessing that Jesus asked him to name what he wanted; it 



is for our blessing he calls us to prayer.  In Psalm 81 God says to his people, 

"Open wide your mouth and I will fill it."  Jesus said the same thing to 

Bartimaeus then and he is saying the same thing to you today.  Open your 

mouths in prayer.  Trust in the Lord for everything you need.  He will fill 

you with all you need to give him glory and praise--to worship him from the 

heart and with your life, as you were made to do.  That's what Bartimaeus 

did.  He received his sight.  He followed Jesus.  He praised God.  And when 

other people saw what had happened, they praised God too.   

 In this closing moment let me summarize the lesson from Jesus that 

we have here this morning.  First, we must see our need.  The beggar knew 

that he was blind and he was able to say so.  "Lord, I want to see."  Are you 

blind--to your sin and your need for Christ?  Or, perhaps you are a Christian, 

but your sin has cauterized your eyes to what Christ commands of you.  

Whatever the case, we must see our need and ask Christ to open the eyes of 

our hearts.   

 Second, after coming to terms with our need, we must see Jesus for 

who he is.  He is the "Son of Man," the awesome, glorious, holy and eternal 

Sovereign Lord whom all peoples, nations, tribes and tongues will worship 

and whose kingdom and dominion will never end.  He is the "Son of David," 



the deliverer who at the cost of his own blood will fully pay for the sins of 

his people and completely free them from the chains of the devil.  He is the 

Saviour, Christ the Lord.   

 And third, you need to cry out in faith, "Jesus, Saviour, Son of Man 

and Son of David, have mercy on me.  Cleanse me.  Restore me.  Make me 

fit for your service."  And then, like Bartimaeus, you are to follow Jesus and 

praise his holy name from a humble, contrite and cheerful heart.  Beloved, 

there is work for us to do.  In Christ's name.  AMEN. 


