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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Before we get to our lesson, let me set the scene.  Jesus is going to 

Jerusalem in order to offer up his life as an atoning sacrifice for all of the 

sins of all of his people--all those given to him by the Father.  He has 

stopped in Jericho, about a six hour walk from the capital city.  We find him 

in the house of Zacchaeus along with disciples and some other folk.  

Zacchaeus has just been converted.  He had been greedy--a tax collector, 

extortioner and cheat.  No more.  He promised a four-fold restoration of 

those he had swindled and he gave half of his entire fortune away to the 

poor.  Earlier in that same town blind Bartimaeus, a poor beggar, had 

received his sight at a word from Jesus.  Earlier still a rich young ruler had 

been sent empty away for he would not trust the Lord Jesus alone for his 

salvation; he put his wealth in the place where only God belonged.  

Everything that is going on reminds us of what Mary, our Lord's mother, had 

said shortly before Jesus was born.  She said, in speaking of God's grace to 

her, 

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; 
He has scattered those who are proud 

In their inmost thoughts. 
He has brought down rulers from their thrones 

But has lifted up the humble. 
He has filled the hungry with good things 

But has sent the rich empty away. 



 Because of all these signs, a kind of what we might call "kingdom 

fever" was taking hold of the people.  Think of it.  Jesus has repeatedly 

declared himself to be the Son of Man, the divine figure from the vision 

given Daniel.  He has been hailed as the "Son of David", a title which at that 

time was a synonym of "Messiah."  Signs and wonders have been taking 

place in his ministry.  And Passover--the great celebration that 

commemorates Israel's rescue from the hand of a tyrant is just around the 

corner.  The people see that things are coming together.  They have longed 

for and long expected the kingdom to come.  They are yearning for the 

outward, earthly kingdom of Jewish national splendour to be restored.  They 

are expecting that the Romans will be expelled and after long years in 

"exile" a new king will sit on the throne of David in Jerusalem. 

 And it wasn't just the general population that had such hopes.  If the 

people were looking for that kind of king and kingdom, the disciples were 

looking for that same thing too.  Our lesson this morning begins,  

 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a 
parable, because he was near Jerusalem and the people thought that 
the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 



In the face of all of the hopes and expectations of an earthly restoration of 

the kingdom of David, Jesus told a parable to those gathered of their wrong 

understandings of the kingdom.  His kingdom would not be of this world.  It 

would not be a political institution with an earthly throne but instead a 

spiritual fellowship which he would rule from heaven and work out in the 

hearts of me.  To drive the point home, he told them a parable.   

 A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself 
appointed king and then to return.  So he called ten of his servants and 
gave them ten minas.  "Put this money to work," he said, "until I come 
back."   

 This whole parable, of course, is symbolic.  In fact, it is a summary of 

the life and ministry of Jesus.  He is the noble man.  He, at the end of his 

suffering, leaves his followers to ascend into heaven.  There the Father, as a 

reward for his finished work as Mediator, would cause him to sit at his right 

hand, installing him as ruler of the whole universe in the interest of his 

church.  And from that heavenly home--from that far country--he would 

return to earth after a long but unspecified time in order to render perfect 

judgement.   

 Let's take the elements of the parable one at a time.  The noble man is 

Jesus.  The servants are his followers.  A "mina" was a unit of currency.  It 



was worth about 100 days' pay or three or four months' wages.  Now in some 

way this parable is like the parable of the talents.  You remember that in that 

parable the master gave one servant five talents, another one two and a final 

servant one.  Two of the servants doubled their portion.  One buried his 

talent in the ground.  The first two were praised and the third condemned.  

The talents in that parable represent God-given abilities and gifts.  Each one 

receives something different, but the responsibility to use them well is clear.  

Our parable today is related, but different.  The mina does not represent a 

personal talent or ability that must be offered up in the service of God.  Each 

of the servants is different as we are all different, yet each receives the same 

amount of money.  They are all treated equally.  The mina, you see, 

represents the gospel.  Each of the servants is given the same deposit.  And 

each is given the same command.  They are all to put the gospel to work 

until the Lord returns. 

 Beloved, if you have received the gospel, you must put it to work too.  

What does that mean?  It means that believers are so to comport themselves 

in word and by example that through them sinners are brought to the Lord; 

other believers are strengthened and encouraged in the faith; they themselves 

grow in every Christian virtue; every sphere of life is brought under the 

influence of the gospel; and all is done to the glory of God alone.  It means 



that we are to live in such a way that the love and grace of Jesus shine 

through us. 

 The parable continues, "But his subjects hated him and sent a 

delegation after him to say, 'We don't want this man to be our king.'"  Let me 

give you some contemporary political background.  Herod the Great was 

king over Palestine when Jesus was born.  He died shortly thereafter and his 

sons ended up ruling separate parts of the kingdom.  One of his sons, 

Archaelus, coveted the title "king."  He went to Rome to petition Caesar for 

the right to that title.  A delegation of Jews followed him to the imperial 

palace.  They petitioned Caesar against Archaelus, citing the terrible record 

of wanton bloodshed Archaelus was responsible for.  Archaelus never did get 

the title "king"; he had to settle for the title "ethnarc" which means, loosely 

translated, "prince."   

 Well, there were those who were opposed to Jesus as well.  Jesus was 

a stumbling block to them.  He offended them so greatly that they called out, 

"Crucify him!  Crucify him... We have no king but Caesar."  But their 

animosity and rage against the Lord could not stop him or damage his 

ministry.  In fact, his work as Mediator between God and man was fulfilled 

when, meaning it for evil, they condemned Jesus to the cross.  God meant it 



for good, however, and so the victory won by Christ was full and complete 

and final. 

 His work at Calvary was rewarded after the ascension when he was 

installed as king in what theologians call the "session of Christ," when he sat 

down at the right hand of the Father.  As the parable says, "He was made 

king…"  It makes me think of Psalm 2 where we find the princes of the 

world conspiring against God and his anointed.  In the face of this 

opposition God simply laughs. 

The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 
The Lord scoffs at them. 

Then he rebukes them in his anger 
And terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 

I have installed my King 
On Zion, my holy hill. 

 Well, as the parable continues, we find that after the nobleman was 

made king, the day came for him to return to his disciples.  When he arrived, 

he sent for his servants that they might render an account of their 

stewardship of their mina, the gospel.  The first two who came to report had 

done well. 

 The first one came and said, "Sir, your mina has earned ten 
more." 
 "Well done, my good servant!" his master replied.  "Because 
you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten 
cities." 



 The second came in and said, "Sir, your mina has earned five 
more." 
 His master answered, "You take charge of five cities." 

Now I want you to notice two things.  First of all, note the humility of the 

two servants.  They did not say, "Look at what I have done.  I have made 

extra money for you."  No.  They say, instead, "Your mina has earned ten 

more...five more."  They do not focus on themselves.  They know that the 

good they have done is good only possible through the power of the Holy 

Spirit who has taken up residence in their hearts.  They know that even after 

all they do they are only "unprofitable servants."   

 The second thing to note is the generosity of the Master.  The reward 

that he grants is out of all proportion to the work that was done.  And the 

reward is not just the cities.  Here is what Helmut Thielicke, the great 

German preacher had to say: 

 The splendour of the cities committed to them will be far less 
important than the fact that now they are the viceroys of the Lord and 
therefore among those closest to him and thus will always have access 
to him and be able to speak to him and tarry in his presence at all 
times.  Their reward is that in the end the Lord will receive them with 
honours, that they will be privileged to speak and to live with Jesus 
forever.  For heaven does not consist in what we shall receive, 
whether this be white robes and heavenly crowns or ambrosia and 
nectar, but rather in what we shall become--namely, the companions 
of our King. 



 Not all, however, was well.  The parable continues: 

 Then another servant came in and said, "Sir, here is your mina; 
I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth.  I was afraid of you, 
because you are a hard man.  You take out what you did not put in and 
reap what you did not sow." 
 His master replied, "I will judge you by your own words, you 
wicked servant!  You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out 
what I did not put in, and reaping what I did not sow?  Why then 
didn't you put my money on deposit, so that when I came back, I 
could have collected it with interest?" 
 Then he said to those standing by, "Take his mina away from 
him and give it to the one who has ten minas." 

The first two servants represent true believers.  This third servant, however, 

while professing the faith did not possess the faith.  He was a pretend 

disciple.  It is clear he neither knew nor loved the Lord.  He was not 

interested in having a relationship with him, for he considered him hard and 

cruel; he had no interest in advancing his master's cause.  He was a Christian 

in name only.  The king called him "wicked" and brought down judgement 

upon him.  What he had would be taken away.  "To everyone who has, more 

will be given, but as for the one who has nothing, even what he has will be 

taken away." 

 Does that seem harsh to you?  Let me make two points.  First, if you 

have been enriched by the gospel and if you are continuing to walk 

according to the commandments in a true spirit of love for God and for your 

neighbour, you will be more and more blessed as time goes on.  You may or 



may not be blessed materially, but you will be blessed spiritually.  You will 

know peace with God.  And even when things are tough and it seems like 

God is far way and does not hear your cries, you will stir up the grace that is 

in you by reading the Bible and gathering with the saints in worship and the 

long night will come to an end.  And there is no joy like the joy that comes 

in the morning after a long and dark night.  But if you neglect the gospel that 

has been proclaimed to you--if you neglect the great salvation that is 

sincerely offered by Christ, you will lose all that you have.  This is the rule: 

You cannot have God's blessing without having God.  It's that simple and 

there is no getting around it.  If you want peace, you must go to him who is 

the Prince of peace.  If you want light, you must go to him in whom there is 

no darkness.  If you want blessing, you must go to him who is the giver of 

every good and perfect gift.   

 We have seen two categories of people so far.  There are those who 

both profess and possess the faith and there are those who profess the faith 

but do not possess it.  As the parable closes we come to a third category--or a 

variation of the second category, if you will.  There are those who neither 

profess nor possess the faith.  They are sworn enemies of Christ who hate 

him inwardly, in their hearts and outwardly in their words and deeds.  To 

them judgement is swift and final.  "But those enemies of mine who did not 



want me to be king over them--bring them here and kill them in front of 

me."  There is severe retribution for those who hate so gracious a Saviour.  

Beloved, there is such a thing as the "wrath of the Lamb." 

 I think there are three lessons for us to take away with us this 

morning.  First is the certainty of the coming judgement.  The Bible has long 

taught that in the end three things will happen.  Christ will return.  The dead 

will be resurrected bodily.  A final judgement will come to all men.  Today 

many are willing to admit that Christ will return.  Many are willing to 

believe in the resurrection of the body.  Far fewer believe in the judgement.  

Today most people in our society think that to get to heaven all you have to 

do is die.  R. C. Sproul called it "justification by death."  Even in pulpits the 

thought that man is responsible to a holy, righteous God who will hold him 

to account is neither believed nor preached.  This is foolishness.  You see, of 

the three things--the return of Christ, the resurrection of the body and the 

final judgement, only the final judgement is a logical necessity.  Christ does 

not have to return.  Now he will because he has promised to, but he didn't 

have to make that promise.  He came once.  He could have said, "That's 

enough; I will do no injustice if I simply leave man in his sins."  And we do 

not have to be resurrected.  Now we will be, for so God has promised, but 

again, he didn’t have to make such a vow.  He would have done no injury to 



his holiness to leave us moldering in the grave.  But God does have to render 

a final judgement.  It is absolutely necessary for him to do so.  Our God is 

just.  He is righteous.  He is holy.  And ultimately he must see to it that 

justice is done and done perfectly.  All sin must be paid for.  The accounts 

must balance.  The wages must be paid in full.  If God were to let justice go 

unfulfilled he would be denying himself and that is something God cannot 

do.  Justice will be done and all things will be as they should be.  Count on 

it. 

 So first, there will be a final judgement.  Second, we need to see that 

works are necessary for our salvation.  Now I want to be clear here.  I am not 

saying that works save us.  I am not saying that we earn our salvation in any 

way.  Our works are not meritorious.  They earn nothing and after all we do 

for God's glory the most we can say is that we are unprofitable servants.  But 

while works are not meritorious they are necessary.  They are the necessary 

way in which a Christian says "thank-you" to God for the wonderful gift of 

salvation and they furnish evidence that our faith is alive and transforming.  

You can think of it this way.  If you faith is not accompanied by good 

works--if you are the same before and after your so-called conversion--then 

you haven't been saved at all and the faith that you do have is dead.  And 

nobody has ever been saved by a dead faith.  Real faith--living faith--saving 



faith--however you want to put it--changes lives from the inside out and if 

there are no changes there is no faith and if there is no faith there is no 

salvation.  Never think you can be saved in your sin; you can only be saved 

from your sin.   

 First, a final judgement is coming for each one of us.  Second, works 

must be present in our lives if we are to know the joy of salvation.  And 

third, it is our duty to make our calling and election sure.  Beloved, what we 

do now matters for eternity, for there is a final and irrevocable division.  

There is a place of darkness and desolation where there is no hope, no joy, 

no love, no laughter, but only weeping and gnashing of teeth.  There is a 

place of peace and rest, of joy and comfort and delight in the Lord.  It is a 

place where sorrow and sighing have fled away and all tears have been 

wiped dry by the fatherly hand of God.  Make sure you so live in repentance, 

faith and humility that heaven will be your home and Jesus your Lord, 

Saviour and friend.  Peter gives us these encouraging words at the beginning 

of the Second Letter.  I urge you: Take them to heart. 

 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and 
godliness through our knowledge of him who called us by his own 
glory and goodness….   
 For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith 
goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-
control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 



kindness, love.  For if you possess these qualities in increasing 
measures, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive 
in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ…. 
 Therefore my brothers, be all the more eager to make your 
calling and election sure.  For is you do these things, you will never 
fall, and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.   

In Christ's name.  AMEN. 


