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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Our lesson today marks a shift in the focus of our Lord's earthly 

ministry.  For three years Jesus had been teaching and preaching throughout 

Galilee and its adjoining territories.  He had performed miracle after miracle, 

showing his authority over nature, over sickness, over sin and even over 

death, in order to certify the authenticity and truth of his message.  During 

these three years he fulfilled his office as the Prophet of God.  It was as he 

said when he preached in his home town synagogue at Nazareth: 

 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom 
for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the 
oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favour.   

You can think of it this way.  Jesus was not only the Prophet of God, he was 

the message or the Word of God too.  Jesus proclaimed himself.   

 I am the bread of life.  He who comes to me will never go 
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty (John 6:35). 

 I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never 
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life (John 8:12). 

 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved.  He 
will come in and go out, and find pasture.  The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and 
have it to the full (John 10:9, 10). 



 I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know 
me--just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay 
down my life for the sheep (John 10:14,15). 

 I am the resurrection and the life.  He who believes in me, 
though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me 
will never die (John 10:25,26).  

It is as if our Lord said, "I have good news for you.  Believe on me and your 

eyes will be opened.  Cling to me and you will know true freedom.  Trust in 

me and you will be delivered from oppression--even from sin and death and 

the grave."   

 But now, as Jesus enters Jerusalem and as holy week begins the 

emphasis changes.  He will, of course, still teach and preach.  He will still 

proclaim God's Word.  But that being said, it is clear that the time has come 

for Jesus to take up the work of his priestly office.  It was the work of the 

priests in the Old Testament to offer up sacrifices to God on behalf of their 

people.  Day after day, week after week, year after year they shed the blood 

of bulls and goats, or sheep, rams and pigeons.  Now it is time for Jesus to 

take up this work.  He too is going to make an offering.  And just as Jesus 

was the prophet of God and the Word of God, so too was he the Great High 

Priest and the sacrifice itself.  For that is what the Lord has come to 

Jerusalem to do; he has come to offer himself as a sacrifice for the sins of all 



those whom the Father has given him to save.  He will be their substitute and 

stand in the place of judgement and execution on their behalf, just as he has 

promised: 

 We are going up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by 
the prophets about the Son of Man will be fulfilled.  He will be 
handed over to the Gentiles.  They will mock him, insult him, spit on 
him, flog him and kill him.  On the third day he will rise again.   

 Let's turn to our lesson.     

 After Jesus had said this, he went on head, going up to 
Jerusalem.  As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill 
called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to 
them, "Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will 
find a colt tied there which no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring 
it here.  If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell him, 'The 
Lord needs it.'" 
 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had 
told them.  As they were untying the cold, its owners asked them, 
"Why are you untying the colt?" 
 They replied, "The Lord needs it." 

Now before getting into specifics, let me make a few general remarks about 

what is going on here.  First, Jesus is about to go up to Jerusalem and he is 

doing so in a way that is designed to stir up the people to great heights of 

enthusiasm and his enemies to great heights of rage.  Jesus is deliberately 

provoking a crisis.  Earlier, before the time was at hand, when opposition 

grew against him, he would withdraw with his disciples to a quiet place.  



Not so now.  He is about to enter Jerusalem with a parade and a brass band.  

There is nothing quiet about it.  It is time for the showdown. 

 Second, Jesus' entry in to Jerusalem is designed to reinforce the claim 

that he is the Messiah of God.  The people hail him as the King and coming 

one.  They hail him as the "Son of David".  They call out hosannas: Save us.  

And Jesus rides in on a donkey.  It is all the fulfillment of the messianic 

prophecy that is found in Zechariah 9.   

 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of 
Jerusalem!  See, you king comes to you, righteous and having 
salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. 

 First, in his entry into Jerusalem Jesus provokes a crisis.  Second, the 

crisis has to do with his claim to be the Messiah.  And third, in making his 

entry this way Jesus is not only claiming to be the Messiah, he is teaching 

the world what kind of Messiah he is.  The people were expecting a political, 

earthly Messiah who would take up the throne of David and rule from 

Jerusalem.  He would cast the hated Romans out and unite the kingdom that 

had been lost to civil war and foreign empires.  But Jesus rode in on a young 

donkey.  It was an animal not associated with war but with peace.  Clarence 

Macartney put it this way: 



 How strange a contrast to the triumphal entry of ancient 
warriors and conquerors into the cities which they had taken.  This 
time no wall broken down for entry; this time no garlanded hero 
standing in his war chariot, driving down the lane of cheering subjects 
past smoking altars, and followed by captive kings and princes in 
chains.  Instead of that, just a meek and lowly man riding upon the 
foal of a donkey.    

 Now let's look at a few specifics.  As Jesus prepares for his entry, he 

sends two disciples on ahead to procure a colt for him to ride.  Now there are 

some who say that Jesus had obviously made a prior arrangement with the 

owners of the colt.  That's why he knew where it was.  I don't think that is 

the case.  You see, if a prior arrangement had been made the owners 

wouldn't have protested when the disciples picked it up.  I think there is 

something else going on here.  I think we are seeing an instance of the 

perfect knowledge of the Lord, the One who looks even into the hearts of 

men, the One from whom no secrets are hidden.  He knew where the colt 

was, that it was tied up, that it had never been ridden and what the disciples 

needed to say to procure it.   

 Now here is the application.  The perfect knowledge our Lord 

possesses should instill a dreadful fear into the hearts of unconverted 

sinners, awaken them to their danger and alert them to their need of 

repentance.  Look: There is no sin in your life that you can hide from God.  



There is no closet so dark that the Lord cannot see; there is no place so 

remote--not even in the recesses of your mind and thoughts--that the Lord 

doesn't already know it altogether.  You sin will find you out.  J. C. Ryle, in 

speaking of the unrepentant, made the point this way: 

 The great Head of the Church knows them and all their doings.  
The judge of all sees them continually, and marks down all their ways.  
There is "no darkness where the workers of iniquity can hide 
themselves" (Job 34:22).  If they go into the secret chamber the eyes 
of Christ are there.  If they privately scheme villainy and plot 
wickedness, Christ knows it and observes it.  If they speak secretly 
against the righteous, Christ hears.  They may deceive men all their 
life long, but they cannot deceive Christ.  A day comes when God 
"will judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to the gospel" 
(Romans 2:16).   

 But if the perfect knowledge of the Lord should distress unrepentant 

sinners, what a joy and blessing it is to those who have cast themselves upon 

his tender mercy and grace.  The Lord God knows us completely.  If we go 

to the rising of the sun or to its setting, he is there.  No matter how high we 

rise or how low we sink, he is there to meet us.  He has been in those dark 

recesses of our minds.  He has seen us at our sinful worst.  He knows our 

hidden faults and failings.  And in spite of all this he has said to his own, 

"Come to me, all ye who labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 

rest."  And he has promised that all who come to him in a true and living 

faith will never be snatched away from his hand.  Like a tender shepherd 



who has found a lost sheep, he holds us close to his bosom and carries us 

home.  Beloved, should these truths not stir us up to greater obedience and 

diligence in all good works?  Ought we not strive to do all things in a vivid 

awareness of his presence and to the praise and glory of his name?  And isn't 

any other course just foolishness?  You cannot hide; it is silly to try. 

 Let's return to the lesson: 

 When he came near the place where the road goes down the 
Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to 
praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

"Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!" 
"Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!" 

 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, 
rebuke your disciples!" 
 "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry 
out." 

I want you to see this in your mind's eye.  As Jesus rode toward Jerusalem, a 

large crowd of disciples followed along, singing praises to his name.  They 

spread their cloaks on the road as a sign of love and respect.  But that was 

not all.  There is no doubt there was also a large crowd streaming out of 

Jerusalem to greet him too.  Word had reached them of his latest miracle--he 

had raised Lazarus from the dead as John records in his gospel.   

 Now the crowd was calling out to him and blessing his name, but not 

everybody was happy.  The Pharisees were angered.  They did not believe 



that Jesus was the Messiah.  They thought the crowd, in so naming Jesus, 

was being blasphemous.  And they wanted it stopped.  It's interesting that 

they didn't call upon the crowd directly; I think they were afraid to.  But they 

did confront Jesus.  Their protest was futile.  Jesus told them that if men 

would not praise him, the pavement would.  And so it remains to this day.  

These words are from Psalm 19, a psalm of David: 

The heavens declare the glory of God; 
The skies proclaim the work of his hands. 

Day after day they pour forth speech; 
Night after night they display knowledge. 

There is no speech or language 
Where their voice is not heard. 

Their voice goes out into all the earth, 
Their words to the ends of the world. 

 Now the Pharisees were wrong in their assessment of Jesus.  They 

denied he was the Messiah.  But we must not miss this: Our Lord's 

supporters on this day were wrong too.  Now it is true that they confessed 

that Jesus was the Messiah.  They got that right.  But they did not understand 

what kind of Messiah he was.  And as we will see they did not accept him as 

the Messiah he had revealed himself to be.  They did not want a Messiah 

whose kingdom was not of this world.  They did not want a Messiah who 

would reign in their hearts.  They wanted a Messiah to rule on an earthly 

throne and grant them a political and temporal deliverance rather than a 



spiritual and eternal one.  And because they would not receive him as he 

revealed himself to be, they turned upon him and a few short days later 

would cry out, not "hosanna" but "Crucify him!  Crucify him!"   

 Now think about what this means for us.  If we are to receive Jesus we 

must receive him on his terms, as he has revealed himself to us, and not as 

we would like him to be or as we imagine him to be.  Luther once made the 

point that the human heart is a little idol factory which, if we let it, will turn 

out one false god after another.  And many of those gods will look something 

like Jesus.  Let me give you a few examples of what I mean.  There are some 

people who confess "Jesus is my Saviour and I receive him as such," but 

who refuse at the same time also to say, "Jesus is my Lord and I am 

committed to obeying his commandments."  The Jesus who does not require 

obedience from his disciples is not the Jesus of the Bible; he is an idol--a 

vain imagining of the unconverted heart.  There are some people who 

believe that they can bind Jesus with what they call a "word of agreement."  

In prayer they will agree with someone that God will do something--bring a 

healing, a financial blessing, or some other thing--and as a result of their 

prayer God is bound to do it; he must do it; he has no choice.  That pitiful 

Jesus--weak and bound to man as a manservant or butler--is an idol.  It is not 

the sovereign and almighty Lord revealed in the pages of Sacred Scripture.  



There are some who think Jesus is all love and no wrath.  They think he will 

save everyone and condemn no one.  That Jesus is not found in the Bible.  

Do not be fooled.  The Bible speaks of the wrath of the Lamb and it tells us 

that without holiness we will not see the Lord.  Look: We cannot receive 

forgiveness of sins if we refuse to turn and repent of them.  We can only be 

saved from our sins; we can never be saved in our sins.  You can think of it 

this way: We cannot have a Lord who is full of grace and mercy but knows 

nothing of holiness and righteousness and is happy to wink at sin.  That Lord 

does not exist. 

 The truth of this--that we must receive Christ as he truly is and not as 

we might prefer him to be--is driven home as our lesson closes: 

 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 
and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would 
bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes.  The days will 
come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against 
you and encircle you and hem you in on every side.  They will dash 
you to the ground, you and the children within your walls.  They will 
not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time 
of God's coming to you. 

Jesus sees Jerusalem and he sees the hearts of her inhabitants.  He sees their 

cruelty and self-righteousness, their stubbornness and pride.  And in their 

refusal to receive him he sees the judgement that they are calling down upon 

their own heads.  And so he wept.  These were not the quiet tears that he 



shed at the graveside of Lazarus before restoring him to life.  These were 

great wracking sobs that were wrenched from his heart.  He looked up and 

saw the city as she would be--reduced to rubble and wet with blood.  Some 

forty years later it happened.  After a revolt the Romans surrounded the city.  

They threw up embankments in order to breach the walls.  They entered the 

city and put it to the torch, killing hundreds of thousands.  They destroyed 

the city walls.  They knocked down the temple, stone by stone.  And, as 

Josephus tells us, they left three towers standing, "to reveal to posterity how 

great a city Jerusalem had been and what sort of fortifications Roman 

prowess had dominated."  Josephus tells us that the destruction was so great 

and the lust to kill among the soldiers so strong, that Titus, the victorious 

Roman general, "threw his arms heavenward, uttered a groan and called God 

to witness that this was not his doing." 

 The destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD is a physical type or 

foreshadowing of the spiritual destruction that awaits the unrepentant--that 

awaits those who miss the day of the Lord's visitation.  And in this we find a 

lesson for ourselves.  When God visits in mercy we must be prepared to 

respond.  There is a lesson on how to do that in the Book of Jeremiah, in the 

29th chapter.  It comes in the form of a letter to those in exile in Babylon at a 

time when Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Babylonians.  In the midst 



of the destruction and judgement that has fallen, God promises that he will 

return.   

 This is what the Lord says: 
 "When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to 
you and fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place.  
For I know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a 
future."   

God will visit those who are in trouble.  He will come to those in spiritual 

distress.  And when he does, this is how they will respond: 

 Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me and I will 
listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.   

Seek the Lord with all your heart and you will find that he has already come 

to you and that he carries with him grace to cleanse and power to renew.  

Our King is not like worldly kings.  He comes to us in meekness and 

gentleness.  Let us bow before him and give him alone the honour, glory and 

praise.  In Christ's name.  AMEN. 


