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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, AMEN. 

I had planned to take a couple of weeks off from our study of the Covenant of Redemption 

because we have come to Palm Sunday and are on the brink of Holy Week, Good Friday and 

Easter.  But seeing as how Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem, his passion and death and his 

resurrection are all an integral part of the Covenant we can't get away from our study after all. 

The Covenant promises of God form the thread that binds the story of the Bible and all 

salvation history together and it is here, in this holy week, as Jesus comes to Jerusalem, that 

these things are fulfilled.   

You see, it was no accident that Jesus came to Jerusalem that day.  It's not only that the 

Scriptures call the holy city of Jerusalem the "city of peace," and so it is a fitting place for the 

Prince of Peace to be; there is more to it than that.  The prophet Zechariah spoke about this very 

moment some 550 years earlier. 

Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem.  See, your king comes to 

you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 

donkey. 

In fact, the whole of the Old Testament points to the events that Jesus brought to a climax as he 

entered Jerusalem that day.  I read a sermon of James Boice some time ago.  He made the point 

that on the same day Jesus entered Jerusalem to enter his passion, thousands of lambs were 



being herded into the city to be prepared for slaughter and the Passover feasts.  As well as being 

surrounded by cheering crowds, then, the Lord stood out in the middle of a sea of lambs that 

were flocking into Jerusalem to be killed.  Here was Jesus, the Passover Lamb, come to give his 

life as a ransom for many.  The promise that Abraham seized upon when told by God to 

sacrifice his son Isaac was fulfilled.  "God himself will provide the lamb."  Jehovah jireh. 

When Jesus rode into Jerusalem that day the crowd was ecstatic.  Here was the one who would 

deliver them; the promised Redeemer.  And how they needed redemption!  They had been in 

captivity for so long!  Foreigners were running their country--Romans, with their divisions of 

infantry and horse, with their siege machines and chariots.  Before the Romans it had been the 

Persians.  Before that the Babylonians and the Assyrians.  It had been 600 years since Judah had 

been taken into exile; 750 years since Israel had been taken captive; 950 years since the golden 

age when Israel had been united and free.  But now, at last, it was over.  The real king was 

coming home.  And this time he would stay.  No more Egypts.  No more Babylons.  No more 

exile.  No more Romans.  No more dispersion.  No more being bullied.  All of that was finally 

over. 

The king was returning to establish a never-ending reign of peace and justice and righteousness 

and prosperity.  Liberty was at hand.  The cry went up, "Hosanna!"  It means, literally, "Save 

us."  "Liberate us."  "Lord and king, rescue us."  What they meant could be boiled down to this: 

"Get rid of the Romans.  That is where all our problems lie.  Take care of them so that 



everything else can fall into place.  Grant us the political freedom that we need so we can 

become the people we were meant to be."   

It didn't work out as they had expected.  The celebration didn't last.  You know the story.  Within 

the week Jesus had been betrayed, arrested, interrogated, tortured, tried, condemned and 

executed.  The crowds that had hailed his arrival turned on him, shouting "Crucify, crucify!"   

There are two things I want to say this morning.  The first has to do with what we are saved 

from.  There was such bitter disappointment with Jesus because so many thought that he had 

come to save them from the Roman army of occupation.  He didn't.  The Romans were there 

when he entered the city.  They were there to crucify him.  They were there after he died, was 

buried, rose again from the dead and ascended into heaven.  The Roman empire lasted another 

400 years.  Jesus didn't come to change the political situation of the day. 

You see, that army, as brutal as it was, was not the problem.  A change in government was not 

going to make everything better.   

Charles Colson puts it this way: 

Many Christians, like much of the populace [like the Jews of Jesus' day in their hopes for a 
political Messiah] believe the political illusion: that is, that political structures can cure all our 
ills.  The fact is, however, that government by its very nature is limited in what it can 
accomplish.  What it does best is perpetuate its own power and bolster its own bureaucracies.... 
As the historian Paul Johnson observed in Modern Times, the twentieth century is the pathetic 
story of the effort to live by the bread of political power alone.  In not-so-modern times Samuel  



Johnson saw the same truth:  

How small of all that human hearts endure 
That part which kings or laws can cause or cure. 

Beloved, change the government and selfish people will still be selfish.  Cruel people will still 

be cruel.  Unthinking, hurtful words will still be exchanged by husbands and wives.  Children 

will still be exploited.  People will still be dead in their trespasses and sins, living for 

themselves and not for God, and so they will still be on the broad path that leads to everlasting 

destruction. 

The problem is not political.  It's much deeper than that.  The problem is sin and its wages.  It 

was sin that Jesus had come to save his people from and it was the wages of sin Jesus had come 

to pay.  A while back I ran into an illustration of this truth in a theological magazine.  The 

author, a professor at an eastern United States college, had written an article entitled "Ethics 

without Virtue."  In it she had argued that before society could change for the better, old 

fashioned virtues--honesty, courage, decency, respect for others, self-control and the like would 

have to be instilled in people.  It was no good, she had argued, to try to teach ethics without first 

teaching personal virtue.   

That might not seem particularly controversial to you, but it certainly was among the professor's 

politically correct colleagues.  One fellow teacher gave her an especially rough going over.  She 

said something like this: You have to change the system first.  If you build the correct system, 

then you will have as an end result the sort of people you want.  What you are doing by 



focusing on individual virtue is not only wrong, it is undermining our attempt to build that 

proper society.  You're trying to take us in a direction we shouldn't go. 

A short time later the second professor came into the office of the article's author.  She had a 

sheepish look on her face.  She said, "I'd like to see that article you wrote about virtue again.  

You see, I've just marked my students' take home exam.  More than half of them cheated."  The 

problem wasn't political; it was deeply personal.  So that's the first thing.  Jesus has come to 

save us from sin and its ravages.  That's the real enemy.  And that work proceeds one heart at a 

time.  The real battlefront is to be found not on the field of politics or economics or education 

but in each human heart. 

The second thing I want to say is this: We can have all confidence in the work of Jesus to set us 

free from the horrors of sin and death.  What Jesus set out to do, he did.  Nothing was able to 

stop him.  When Jesus went into Jerusalem that day the people were calling out, "Blessed is the 

King who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest."  Some 

Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!"  They thought the 

celebration was unseemly.  Jesus told them that if they were silent "the stones [would] cry out."  

"The stones will cry out."  It means that one way or another the truth of the cross and the 

resurrection is going to be told and glory will be given to God.  The truth will ring out loud and 

clear.  The truth that we are lost and helpless sinners.  The truth that Jesus has come to save.   



In his book Born Again Chuck Colson tells the story of his conversion.  He had just left a 

friend's house.  His friend was a good Christian and they had been talking about the faith for 

some hours that evening.  Colson was sitting in his car in the driveway, about to turn over the 

engine.  And then, for the first time ever something came over him and he really took a look at 

his life.  He saw the truth about himself.  He heard a word of conviction.  And there was 

nowhere to hide.  The truth confronted him with such force that it was as if the stones 

themselves were crying out against him.  He hated what he saw as his eyes opened.  Pride.  

Selfishness.  Deceit.  Dark and ugly things.  Things that made him deeply ashamed.  He sat in 

his car weeping, completely undone. 

He did the only thing he could, for when he saw his sin he also saw that there was only one 

answer for someone in such a helpless estate.  He asked Jesus to forgive him and make him 

clean.  He asked the Lord to come into his heart. He asked for fellowship with God.  He asked 

for the sake of Jesus and the cross he bore at Calvary.  His prayer was answered.  He was not 

the same man ever again. 

Beloved, our problem is sin.  Our answer is Jesus.  He is God's provision for us.  He died for 

our sins, in our place, to take away our guilt and curse and to give us his righteousness and life.  

Have you heard and seen the truth of Jesus?  Having heard, have you been convicted?  Having 

been convicted, have you repented?  Having repented, are you rejoicing in so great a salvation, 

glorying in your communion with God and looking to serve him as he commands?  Oh, that this 

might be said of everyone here.  But if it is not true of everyone here, I need to answer the 



question, "Why not?"  It's why Jesus entered Jerusalem all those years ago.  He is still entering 

hearts today.  It may be that this day is your day.  Why not.  In Christ's name.  AMEN. 

Heavenly Father,  What love our Lord Jesus shows.  Though in very nature God he did not 

consider equality with you a thing to be grasped, but he humbled himself, was made into a 

servant and went to a cross to save his people.  For your great salvation we give you honour and 

glory and praise and commit ourselves to you fully and completely.   

Father, we think of those who do not know your salvation.  Will you open their hearts?  If they 

will not hear our witness, will you make the "stones cry out," to bring conviction of sin and 

repentance unto life?  Let this Holy Week and Easter season be for us and for many a rich time 

of forgiveness, new life and rejoicing in the Lord.  We ask it in Christ's name.  AMEN. 


