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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 We have a short lesson today.  It is only four verses long.  But though 

short it contains a wealth of instruction, admonition, blessing and comfort.  

Before we look at the lesson, let me put things in context.  For three years 

Jesus has been fulfilling his calling as the Prophet of God.  He has traveled 

throughout Galilee teaching and preaching, declaring the good news of 

God's kingdom and demonstrating the truth of his message with mighty 

signs and wonders--healing the sick, delivering the possessed, forgiving 

guilty sinners, raising the dead.  Now, as we follow Jesus into Jerusalem and 

enter with him into Holy Week, we find that a shift in focus begins to take 

place.  Now it is his work as the Great High Priest comes to the fore.  Jesus 

has come to Jerusalem to offer up a sacrifice; he is going to offer up his life 

as a substitutionary, atoning sacrifice for all of the sins of all of his people, 

so that condemnation and wrath might no more rest upon them.   

 As we saw last week, Jesus entered Jerusalem in a triumphal 

procession.  In doing so he did two things.  First, he displayed his messianic 

credentials and fulfilled Old Testament prophecy.  He demonstrated his 

claim to be Messiah through his perfect knowledge when he commanded his 

disciples to bring a colt to him; he knew where it was, that it had never been 



ridden and how they could procure it.  He demonstrated his messianic 

authority with the message he gave them to give the animal's owners: "The 

Lord has need of it."  That was all he needed to say and it was done.  

Second, he fulfilled the prophecy of the Old Testament found in Zechariah 9 

in the way he entered the city.  As you remember, the word of God is 

Zechariah was this: 

 Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion!  Shout, Daughter of 
Jerusalem!  See, your king comes to you, righteous and having 
salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey. 

And remember this too: all of this happened at the start of Passover--at the 

exact time the people of Israel celebrated their great deliverance from the 

slavery of Pharaoh's Egypt.  They were saved from slavery when they killed 

lambs and applied the blood to the doorposts and lintels of their houses.  All 

houses so marked were passed over by the angel of death on the night he 

passed through Egypt, slaying all the firstborn.  As we will see in our study 

of the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ, he was the Lamb of God, 

slain from before the foundation of the world and all who have had his blood 

applied to their hearts through faith are forgiven and made clean.  They are 

saved from the slavery of sin and death and brought into the kingdom of 

light and life.     



 Well, the day after Jesus entered Jerusalem he went to the temple.  (It 

is Mark, who has a slightly longer account of the cleansing of the temple 

who gives us this detail.)  Now, just as his entry into Jerusalem was done to 

display his messianic credentials and to fulfill an Old Testament prophecy, 

so too was his coming to the temple.  It was done in fulfillment of Old 

Testament prophecy of Malachi and as a demonstration of his claim to be the 

Messiah of God.  Zechariah had prophesied that Jesus would ride into 

Jerusalem on a donkey; Malachi had prophesied he would come to the 

temple.   

 "'See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 
before me.  [That describes the ministry of John the Baptist.]  Then 
suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the 
messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come,' says the 
Lord Almighty."   

And after he entered the temple to fulfill the word given to Malachi, he 

showed himself to be the Messiah, the Lord of the temple.  He purged the 

temple of its abuses.  He preached and taught God's word within its walls as 

had been intended from the beginning.  And, finally, he pointed to himself 

and declared that he replaced the temple.  He said, in effect, "To find the 

dwelling place of God, do not look to a building of stone and wood; look to 

me.  In me all the fullness of God lives in bodily form" (cf. Col. 2:9).  He 

cleansed the temple.  He took over the temple.  He replaced the temple.  

Let's take them one at a time. 



 Let's take a look at out lesson.  It begins,  

 Then he entered the temple area and began driving out those 
who were selling.  "It is written," he said to them, "My house will be a 
house of prayer"; but you have made it a "den of robbers." 

When Jesus entered the temple that Monday, he wasn't pleased.  His reaction 

was violent.  Let me explain what was going on.  During the Passover, 

Jewish pilgrims from all over the world would come to Jerusalem for the 

celebration.  To participate in the observances, they needed animals for 

sacrifice.  Often they hadn't brought animals of their own, and even if they 

did bring their own, their animals were often upon inspection rejected by 

temple officials as being unsuitable.  Now, if you didn't have an animal of 

your own, or if your own had been rejected, you would have to buy one.  

There were merchants approved by the temple authorities who would sell 

you one.  Their prices were exorbitant because the priests got a kickback.  

And there was a further scam.  To buy the animal you would have to use 

temple currency.  You would exchange the currency of the realm for temple 

money.  The exchange rates amounted to extortion.   

 Now all of this was bad enough.  But there was something worse 

going on here.  This commerce was taking place within the temple in an 

outer section called "The Court of the Gentiles."  Gentiles could enter the 



temple and come to this large court but they couldn't enter into the inner 

parts of the temple.  That section was reserved for Jews only.  Well, why had 

God designed his temple with this area for Gentiles?  So that they would 

have an opportunity to pray.  So that they might draw close to him.  As a 

sign that his grace and mercy is not exhausted within Israel, but reaches 

beyond the boundaries of that people into the world.  When Jesus cleanses 

the temple he quotes the word of God found in Isaiah 56.  We quoted the 

words in our Responsive Reading:  

 And to foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to serve 
him, to love the name of the Lord and to worship him, all who keep 
the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my covenant-- 
These I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my 
house of prayer.  Their burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted 
on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all 
nations." 

Look at the progression.  It goes from Holy Mountain to house of prayer to 

altar.  Foreigners--Gentiles, will come to God's holy mountain--his place, his 

house of prayer--his presence and his altar--his acceptance.  God had 

designed this part of the temple for outreach and evangelism to the Gentiles.   

 The authorities had corrupted this use of the temple, thwarting its 

purpose for the sake of ill gotten gain.  Jesus wasn't having any of it.  The 

temple was to be a sanctuary for spiritual devotion, prayer and meditation.  

Seeing what had happened, Jesus accused the rulers of turning the temple 



into a "den of robbers."   That is a quotation from Jeremiah 7 in what is 

called "Jeremiah's Temple Discourse."  In this proclamation Jeremiah points 

out the worthlessness of a religion that has words without deeds, a religion 

that does not transform the heart.   

 "Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn 
incense to Baal and follow other gods you have not known, and then 
come and stand before me in this house, which bears my Name, and 
say, "We are safe"--safe to do all these detestable things? Has this 
house, which bears my Name, become a den of robbers to you?  But I 
have been watching!" declares the Lord.  

 Jesus drove out the temple merchants.  In Mark we learn that he 

overturned the tables of the moneylenders, drove out all who were buying 

and selling and wouldn't allow anyone to carry merchandise through the 

temple precincts.  We don't know if he used a whip or not.  John tells us he 

did when he first cleansed the temple at the beginning of his ministry, but 

this is the second cleansing; Jesus had to do it twice.  In any event, after 

Jesus cleansed the temple he took it over, putting it to the use for which it 

had always been intended.  "Every day he was teaching at the temple."  I 

want you to see this in your mind's eye.  The tables and benches have been 

righted, but no money is changing hands.  The livestock is gone.  Commerce 

has ceased.  The temple courts are quiet and fit for meditation and prayer.  

And for several days Jesus sits and teaches the truth of God, with crowds of 



people gathered around, hanging off his every word.  Beloved, Jesus not 

only cleansed the temple, he took it over.  It became a royal chapel in which 

he taught and prayed and called people to himself.   

 Now the temple had been a place of God's glory before.  It was here 

that the angel Gabriel announced to Zechariah that he would have a son: 

 Do not be afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard.  Your 
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to give him the name 
John.  He will be a joy and delight to you and many will rejoice 
because of his birth, for he will be great in the sight of the Lord.   

It was here that old Simeon, the faithful believer who was waiting for the 

consolation of Israel, took the baby Jesus up in his arms declaring, 

 My eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in 
the sight of all people, a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for 
glory to your people Israel. 

It was here that Jesus as a young boy astonished everyone who heard him 

with the depth of his understanding, and here he told his parents that he had 

to be "about his Father's business."  It was here that Satan tempted Jesus to 

throw himself from the highest pinnacle and here Jesus resisted, confirming 

that he would not a messiah who would use celebrity and power, but a 

Messiah who would follow the way of suffering and the cross.  But it seems 

to me that in our lesson today as Jesus cleanses and takes over the temple, 

using it as it has always been intended, we find its last and ultimate glory.   



 Jesus cleansed the temple.  He took over the temple.  And, finally, he 

replaced the temple.  Think of it this way.  The temple was the place where 

God dwelt with his people.  He first dwelt with them in the Tabernacle--the 

Tent of Meeting that the Israelites constructed and carried through the desert 

with them in their 40 years of wandering.  Listen to this description from the 

closing chapter of Exodus: 

 Then the cloud covered the Tent of Meeting, and the glory of 
the Lord filled the tabernacle.  Moses could not enter the Tent of 
Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the glory of the 
Lord filled the tabernacle. 
 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted 
from above the tabernacle, t hey would set out; but if the cloud did not 
lift, they did not set out--until the day it was lifted.  So the cloud of the 
Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and the fires we in the cloud by 
night, in sight of all the house of Israel during all their travels. 

Once Israel settled in the Promised Land, and the nation was unified under 

King David, the tabernacle was replaced by a permanent structure--the 

temple in Jerusalem.  It was a new building, but it held the same symbolism.  

It symbolized the presence of God with his people.  King Solomon built the 

temple and transferred the Ark of the Covenant--the throne of God--from the 

tabernacle to the temple and placed it in the inmost chamber of the temple, 

the Holy of Holies.  When he did, this is what happened: 

 When the priests withdrew from the Holy Place, the cloud filled 
the temple of the Lord.  And the priests could not perform their 



service because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the 
temple.   

The glory of the Lord, the presence of God, filled the temple.  With the 

coming of Jesus, however, things changed.  The gospel of John spells it out. 

 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We 
have seen his glory, the glory of the One and only, who came from the 
Father, full of grace and truth. 

Do you hear what John is saying?  Jesus--the Word of God--the Second 

Person of the eternal Trinity--became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  

In the Greek it is literally, "tabernacled among us."  The presence of God is 

not now found in tabernacle or temple.  It is found in Jesus Christ.  If you 

want to find the presence of God, look to Jesus Christ.  God is found in him.  

Jesus is Immanuel--God with us.  In him all the fullness of God was pleased 

to dwell.  If you have seen him, you have seen the Father.  Listen to these 

words of confirmation from the Revelation given to John.  John is speaking 

about the New Jerusalem, the heavenly city: 

 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God 
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.  The city does not need the sun 
or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the 
Lamb is its lamp.  The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of 
the earth will bring their splendour into it.   

 You can think of it this way.  Jesus is everything the temple, with all 

its imagery and sacrifices, ever was or ever signified.  He is the presence of 



God with us.  It says in Hebrews, "In these last days [God] has spoken to us 

by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he 

made the universe.  The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact 

representation of his being…"   

 Jesus, who is himself God, is the only access to God.  Jesus said, "I 

am the way and the truth and the life.  No one come to the Father but by 

me."  Peter said, "Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved."  He only is 

our Deliverer and Redeemer.   

 Jesus is our atoning sacrifice, the one, true and sufficient sacrifice for 

all of the sins of all of his people.  The daily sacrifices or bulls and lambs 

and goats, sacrifices that were made down through the centuries, could not 

wash away a single sin.  They were only shadows or symbols of the one 

whose blood avails to make the foulest clean.  "He himself bore our sins in 

his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; 

by his wounds you have been healed."  The Lord by his death fulfils the 

temple's promise. 



 Jesus is our Mediator.  There was a time when the approach God was 

restricted.  Only the High Priest could enter through the inner curtain into 

the Holy of Holies and stand before the mercy seat of God, and that on only 

one day of the year, on Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement.  But Jesus has 

changed that.  First, he himself has entered through the curtain to make 

intercession for us.  It says this in Hebrews: 

 We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.  It 
enters the inner sanctuary behind he curtain, where Jesus, who went 
before us, has entered on our behalf.   

Jesus intercedes for us at the throne of God.  But there is more.  Jesus brings 

us before the throne of God with him.  When he died on the cross the curtain 

of the temple was "torn in two, from top to the bottom."  That was a sign that 

now, if we are united to Christ through faith, we can enter directly into the 

presence of God the Father. 

 Jesus is our standing.  Paul puts it this way, describing what is most 

true and unshakable about his condition in Jesus: 

 For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels 
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 



 Jesus cleaned the temple for us.  He commandeered the temple for us.  

He is the temple for us.  And through faith in him we become united to him.  

Listen to Peter: 

 As you come to him, the living Stone--rejected by men but 
chosen by God and precious to him--you also, like living stones, are 
being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering 
spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

Are you offering true sacrifices to God?  Sacrifices of obedience and 

thanksgiving.  Sacrifices of prayer and praise.  Sacrifices of mercy and love.  

That is what Jesus requires from his people.  May Jesus cleanse us, 

commandeer us and so unite himself to us that we each form a small but 

precious part of his temple.  In Christ's name.  AMEN. 


