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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Before we get to the lesson this morning, let me recap what has been 

happening in the life and ministry of our Lord.  The time had come.  It had 

been decreed in the hidden counsel of God from before the foundation of the 

world and it had finally arrived.  It was time for Jesus, our great High Priest, 

to offer up his life for the sins of his people.  In order to make that atoning 

sacrifice Jesus had come to Jerusalem during the time of the Passover 

festival.  He himself would be the Passover Lamb and his blood, sprinkled 

on the hearts of the faithful by the Holy Spirit, would protect believers from 

death and lead them through the valley of the shadow into everlasting life. 

 Because the time had come for him to die, Jesus deliberately provoked 

the crisis that would lead to his arrest and condemnation.  He had come into 

the city to the cheers of thousands.  He had cleansed the temple, chasing out 

the merchants and overturning the tables of the moneychangers.  And after 

cleansing the temple he began to use it for the purpose for which it had been 

intended from the first--for the teaching and preaching of the gospel.   

 All these things infuriated the Lord's enemies.  A delegation from the 

Sanhedrin came to confront him about his credentials and impugned his 



authority.  He answered them in a way that shut their mouths.  When the 

direct confrontational route didn't work, they sent spies against Jesus to try 

to trap him into saying something that would form the basis of a charge 

against him.  They used flattery.  They feigned honesty.  Jesus wasn't fooled.  

Again he confounded them with his wisdom and left them speechless.   

 Today we find a third group trying to discredit Jesus.  Our lesson 

begins, "Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 

Jesus with a question."  You can think of it this way.  First, the teachers of 

the law had stepped up to the plate and had given it their best shot.  "Show 

us your credentials.  By what right do you do these things?"  It didn't work.  

After they failed, the Pharisees and Herodians had tried their best with a 

tricky question about taxation.  That didn't work either.  What asked about 

paying taxes to Rome, Jesus had told them to "Render to Caesar what is 

Caesar's and to God what is God's."  Now we find the Sadducees stepping 

forward to try to sabotage the Lord's work.  And as they do so, you can 

almost hear them saying to their allies in the fight against Jesus, "You tried 

and failed; move aside, watch and learn.  We'll show you how it is done."   

 Let me give you some background on the Sadducees.  The Sadducees 

were descendants of Zadok, a member of the tribe of Levi who traced his 

ancestry back through Eleazar, the son of Aaron.  Aaron was the brother of 



Moses and the high priest of Israel.  After the return of the Israelites to 

Jerusalem after the Babylonian exile, Zadok and his descendants formed the 

nucleus of the priests serving in the temple.  This power corrupted them, as 

power often does.  They became worldly priests--hirelings rather than 

shepherds--caring more for themselves and their ease than for the welfare of 

the flock.  But the time of Jesus, they had become thoroughly rooted in this 

worldly and materialistic attitude.  Their main concern centered on the 

temple businesses of selling sacrificial animals and exchanging money.  And 

their theology was just as bankrupt as their morals.  They denied there was a 

resurrection or life after death, they denied there was a judgement after this 

life for anyone, good or bad, and they denied the providence of God in the 

affairs of man.  They though that man was in control and that all things were 

left up to him.   

 Why did they deny the resurrection when it is attested to clearly in the 

Old Testament?  Job 19 says: 

 I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will 
stand upon the earth.  And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my 
flesh I will see God; I myself will see him with my own eyes--I and 
not another. 

Psalm 16 gives this promise: 

Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; 
My body also will rest secure, 



Because you will not abandon me to the grave, 
Nor will you let your Holy One see decay. 

You have made know to me the path of life; 
You will fill me with joy in your presence, 
With eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

I don't know how you could be clearer than that.  Here was the problem: The 

Sadducees were of the opinion that only the first five books of the Bible--the 

Torah--were authoritative.  The rest of the Bible--for them the Old 

Testament--wasn't.  And try as they might, they could find no reference to 

resurrection in the part of the Bible they claimed as their rule of faith and 

life.   

   Let me make an aside here.  You might wonder why they remained 

priests if such worldliness was their philosophy and outlook.  Why did they 

bother with the pretense?  The fact is that throughout the history of the 

Church unbelievers have constantly risen up within her ranks.  The same 

thing happens today.  There are preachers, teachers and church 

administrators who deny the authority of the Bible, who deny the divinity of 

Jesus, who deny his physical resurrection, who deny that he is the only 

Saviour and the only way to heaven.  At times in history the challenge of the 

church is that it lives surrounded by a sea of paganism.  That was the 

challenge Paul faced in the early days of the New Testament.  At other times 



the challenge that faces the church is that the sea of paganism lives in it.  

That is the challenge we face today.  This is how J. C. Ryle put it: 

 We must never be surprised when we hear of infidels… heretics 
and free-thinkers rising up in the church, and drawing away disciples 
after them.  We must not count it a rare and strange thing.  It is only 
one among many proofs that man is a fallen and corrupt being.  Since 
the day when the devil said to Eve, "ye shall not surely die," and Eve 
believed him, there never has been wanting a consistent succession of 
forms of disbelief.  There is nothing new about any of the modern 
theories of infidelity.  There is not one of them that is not an old 
disease under a new name.  They are all mushrooms which spring up 
spontaneously in the hot-bed of human nature.  It is not in reality a[n 
amazing] thing that there should rise up so many who call in question 
the truths of the Bible.  The marvel is rather, that in a fallen world the 
sect of the Sadducees should be so small.   

 Well, the Sadducees confront Jesus.  They have a question for him that 

concerns resurrection, a doctrine that they strenuously denied.   

 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came 
to Jesus with a question.  "Teacher," they said, "Moses wrote for us 
that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man 
must marry the widow and have children for his brother. 

The situation the Sadducees raise has to do with what is called "levirate" 

marriage.  "Levir" is the Latin word for brother-in-law.  Provisions for this 

sort of union are found in Deuteronomy 25, where it says this: 

 If brothers are living together and one of them dies without a 
son, his widow must not marry outside the family. Her husband's 
brother shall take her and marry her and fulfill the duty of a brother-
in- law to her.  The first son she bears shall carry on the name of the 
dead brother so that his name will not be blotted out from Israel. 



Do you see what is going on here?  A man dies without an heir.  His family 

name is going to die out.  His land holdings will be broken up; his wealth 

will be dissipated.  To prevent that from happening, the man's brother will 

marry the widow.  The first son born to the widow will be considered the son 

of the dead husband.  His family name will continue.  His family's land and 

wealth will be protected and passed on.   

 Well, the Sadducees say in effect, "We have levirate marriage.  There 

is no denying it.  It is found in the Torah, in the Book of Deuteronomy.  For 

the sake of argument, we will concede there is a resurrection.  If both those 

things are true, don't you see the problem you have?  Think of the situations 

you might get in to.  Here's one: 

 Now there were seven brothers.  The first one married a woman 
and died childless.  The second and then the third married her, and in 
the same way the seven died, leaving no children.  Finally, the woman 
died too.  Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since 
the seven were married to her? 

If there is a resurrection, either the woman will be passed around among 

seven brothers, which would be an abomination, or an arbitrary choice will 

be made and she will be the wife of one, leaving the others out in the cold.  

Wouldn't it be better simply to admit that there isn’t a resurrection after all?" 



 Now in answer to this question Jesus does two things.  First of all he 

points out the fallacy in their theological thinking.  There premises are 

wrong.  And second, he points to their Biblical blindness. The Torah, the part 

of the Bible they considered authoritative, speaks unmistakably of 

resurrection.  They simply did not have eyes to see what was right in front of 

them.  Here is the first part of the Lord's answer: 

 Jesus replied, "The people of this age marry and are given in 
marriage.  But those who are considered worthy of taking part in that 
age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be 
given in marriage, and they can no longer die; for they are like the 
angels.  They are God's children, since they are children of the 
resurrection. 

 Jesus explains that the life that is to come is different from the life that 

is lived here. There is this life and there is that life.  Oscar Wilde once said 

that he knew people who wanted eternal life but didn't know what to do with 

themselves on a rainy afternoon.  But as Jesus affirms, resurrection is not 

simply this life stretched out thinner and thinner forever.  There are 

differences between this life and the life to come, and one of those 

differences is marriage.  You see, marriage was instituted by God, in part, to 

provide a safe environment in which to conceive and raise children, so 

earthly life could go on and the commandment to be fruitful and multiply 

could be fulfilled.  In the next life, however, there will be no procreation 



because there will be no death.  The number of the saved will be fixed.  And 

so we will neither marry nor be given in marriage in heaven.   

 The Sadducees didn't understand this.  They didn't understand that in 

the life to come people would be "like angels."  Now, what does "like 

angels" mean?  It doesn't mean that we will grow wings.  It means that we 

will be like angels in beauty and strength.  Our bodies will have powers that 

we don't know now.  We will have enlarged mental and spiritual capacities.  

We will have faultless characters, perfectly attuned to the will of God, 

touched by no unrighteous desires, proud thoughts or inclinations to sin.  Joy 

will be our dominant emotion, for we will stand the presence of God, 

offering him a sacrifice of thanksgiving and praise for all of his blessings to 

us.  Paul puts it this way in I Corinthians 15: 

 So it will be with the resurrection of the dead.  The body that is 
sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonour, it 
is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body…. 
 The first man was of the dust of the earth, the second man 
[Jesus] from heaven.  As was the earthly man, so are those who are of 
the earth; and as is the man from heaven, so are those who are of 
heaven.  And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so 
shall we bear the likeness of the man from heaven.   

When we rise to everlasting life, we will be transformed.  Beloved, we will 

be like Jesus--conformed into his likeness.  We will be "God's children" and 

"children of the resurrection." 



 Jesus told the Sadducees they were operating from the wrong 

premises and because they were, their question was absurd.  The second 

thing he did was point out to them that they had misread their Bibles; the 

resurrection was indeed proclaimed in the Torah.  Jesus said this: 

 But in the account of the bush, even Moses showed that the 
dead rise, for he calls the Lord 'the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob.'  He is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living, for to him all are alive. 

Jesus points to the heart of the Torah and the account of the burning bush 

when God commissioned Moses to go to Pharaoh and deliver the Israelites 

from Egypt.  You remember the scene.  Moses had been a shepherd for forty 

years.  It had been that long since he had fled Egypt to escape a murder 

charge.  While he was out tending his flock he saw a curious sight.  A bush 

was burning, but it was not consumed.  He went to take a closer look and 

when he did God called to him from within the bush and introduced himself.  

"I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God if Isaac and the 

God of Jacob."  "I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 

if Isaac and the God of Jacob."     

 Think of it this way.  If someone were to say to you, "Ken Ramsay 

was my friend," it could mean one of two things.  It could mean that this 



man was my friend and we had a falling out and our relationship ended.  It 

could also mean that I was dead.  Perhaps someone will say that at my 

funeral.  If, however, someone were to say to you, "Ken Ramsay is my 

friend," it would mean both that our relationship was enduring and that I was 

still alive.   

 Now note this.  God did not say, "I was the God of Abraham, the God 

of Isaac and the God of Jacob."  If he had said that it would have indicated 

that those men were dead and their relationship with God had come to an 

end.  God said, "I am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of 

Jacob."  Because he used the present tense instead of the past, God is 

declaring that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob are still live and their covenant 

relationship with God still endures.  The resurrection, Jesus says, is found 

right in the middle of the Torah.  It is there for anyone with eyes to see; it is 

there for anyone with a heart to receive.  This life is not the last world.  For 

those who believe, the gravestone is a stepping stone into an eternity of 

blessedness and joy.  Listen to these witnesses: 

 Multitudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some 
to everlasting life, others to shame and everlasting contempt.  Those 
who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and those 
who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever 
(Daniel 12:2-3). 



 But your dead will live; their bodies will rise.  You who dwell 
in the dust, wake up and shout for joy.  Your dew is like the dew of the 
morning; the earth will give birth to her dead (Isaiah 26:19). 

 You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will take 
me into glory (Psalm 73:24). 

Those are just a few texts from the Old Testament.  The New Testament 

maintains the same witness throughout its pages as well: 

 Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are 
in their graves will hear his voice and come out--those who have done 
good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be 
condemned (John 5:28, 29). 

 Jesus said… "I am the resurrection and the life.  He who comes 
to me, though he die, yet shall he live and whoever lives and believes 
in me will never die (John 11:25). 

 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud 
command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After that, we who are still 
alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air.  And so we will be with the Lord forever (I 
Thessalonians 4:16, 17). 

 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will 
all be changed--in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet.  For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 
imperishable, and we will be changed.  For the perishable must clothe 
itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality.  When 
the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal 
with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
"Death has been swallowed in victory (I Corinthians 15:51-54). 
  



 Have you heard the message of resurrection and life found in Jesus 

Christ?  I don't simply mean, "Have you heard the words?  Have you read 

the message?"  I mean, "Have you really heard the message--heard it deep in 

your heart--heard it is such a way that it has transformed your life, moving 

you to give thanks in all situations, to know joy even in the midst of trials, to 

pursue holiness even when it costs?"  Have you heard the message delivered 

in the power of the Holy Spirit--in that power which alone can lead to 

repentance and newness of life?  Have you heard the message and bowed 

low to Jesus in reverence, faith and love?  Make sure you do; that way lies 

the resurrection and the life.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.   

  


