
Faith Reformed Church 
Stevensville, Ontario 
December 5, 2004 
Morning Service 

Luke 20:41-21:4 
Sermon: Jesus Questions His Questioners 



In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Before we get to our lesson today, because I have been away for two 

Sundays, let me recap where we are and what is happening in our study of 

the Gospel of Luke.  Here is the big picture: The time has been fulfilled; the 

time appointed for Jesus to enter passion has come.  He came to earth to die; 

now it is time for him to fulfill his mission and go to the cross.  That's the 

big picture; here are some of the details: In order to give up his life, Jesus 

entered Jerusalem.  He did so publicly, to the acclaim of the masses and in a 

way that unmistakably proclaimed that he was the Messiah sent of God in 

fulfillment of biblical prophecy.  And in so doing, he provoked the religious 

authorities to fury and spurred them on in their plotting to take his life.  But 

it wasn't just his triumphal entry that stuck in their craws.  You see, Jesus not 

only came to Jerusalem in the presence of cheering throngs, but once in the 

city he cleansed the temple, overturned the benches of the moneychangers 

and drove out those who were selling animals.  And in using the Temple as it 

had been designed to be used--in using it as a place of ministry, of teaching 

and preaching and outreach--he made himself a living rebuke to those in 

charge who had so seriously abused the trust that God had given them. 

 The religious leaders didn't take kindly to this assault.  A delegation 

from the Sanhedrin, the Jewish Supreme Court, immediately confronted 



Jesus and demanded to know by whose authority he was doing these things.  

His answer silenced them.  Undaunted, they tried an indirect approach to 

bring their attack to the Lord.  They sent flattering spies to try to trap Jesus 

into either speaking against the government or against his own people.  

When that didn't work, they sent theologians to question him, who while 

pretending to be sincere, tried to make Jesus look foolish and unlearned in 

his biblical understanding.  Jesus was not fooled, for he searched their hearts 

and knew what was in them.  And so, with each confrontation his replies 

astounded his enemies and left them speechless.  Luke tells us that the 

victory was so complete that after he had confounded them, "no one dared to 

ask him any more questions." 

 And that is where we come in today.  Although Jesus' opponents did 

not dare to ask him any more questions, he had no qualms about taking the 

argument to them.  In our lesson today we will see the Lord's three pronged 

attack.  First Jesus will demonstrate that the Scribes, the teachers of the Law, 

the so-called biblical experts, have got it wrong.  They have a fundamental 

misunderstanding of the Bible.  Second, Jesus will show that as a result of 

their wrong thinking, they are cursed by wrong living.  Because their 

thoughts are wrong, their actions are wrong.  (There is a distinctive of the 

Protestant faith that declares the Bible is our only rule of faith and practice.  



What it means is that the Bible, because it is the Word of God, is our 

authority both for what we believe and how we live.  If you get the first part 

wrong, don't expect to get the second part right.  Those two things always go 

together.)  And third, Jesus will demonstrate what right thinking and right 

living look like, by pointing to a poor little widow with a great big heart.  

Let's look at our lesson. 

 Then Jesus said to them, "How is it that they say the Christ is 
the Son of David?  David himself declares in the Book of Psalms: 

The Lord said to my Lord: 
'Sit at my right hand 

until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet.' 
David calls him 'Lord.' 

How then can he be his son? 

 To illustrate the Scribes' misunderstanding of the Bible Jesus quotes 

Psalm 110 and asks a question.  He says to them, in effect, "You know that 

the Christ who is to come is the Son of David.  You recognize and 

acknowledge that the Messiah must come from the house and lineage of 

David.  Time after time the Bible asserts this.  You know the promise of God 

that is given to David in II Samuel 7: 

 The Lord declares to you that the Lord himself will establish a 
house for you: When your days are over and you rest with your 
fathers, I will raise up your offspring to succeed you, who will come 
from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom.  He is the one 
who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of 
his kingdom forever.  I will be his father and he will be my son. 



"You know what the Prophet Isaiah said.   

 A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a 
Branch will bear fruit.  The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him--the 
Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of 
power, the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord… 

"Now, you acknowledge that the Messiah is of the house and lineage of 

David, but that is all you acknowledge.  You think of the Messiah only in 

earthly, political terms.  You think the Messiah will sit on an earthly throne 

and reestablish David's earthly kingdom.  But if that were true, David would 

never call the Messiah his "Lord."  It would be unthinkable for David, who 

is older, to speak to a Messiah who is younger, in that way.  Don't you see--

the Messiah had to be the son of David, but he had to be so much more; he 

had to be both the son of David and the Son of God.  That is the dimension 

of biblical truth that you are missing.  You are too tied to the world to see 

spiritual realities that are right in front of your eyes." 

 Look at the opening verses of Psalm 110 again and we will follow the 

logic of Jesus.  If you look closely, you will see that the word "Lord" is 

written in two ways.  First it is written in capital letters.  In the Bible when 

the word "LORD" is written that way it is a translation of the word 

"Jehovah."  This is the proper name of God, the name that he gave to Moses 

at the burning bush when he said, "I AM WHO I AM.  The second time the 



word "Lord" is written it has a capital "L" and then small letters.  When it is 

written this way it is not a name but a title.  It is the sort of thing we find, for 

example, in Luke 11, where one day, after Jesus had finished praying, one of 

his disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his 

disciples."  Now, with that understanding, let's read the first verses of Psalm 

110.  It is a psalm of David.  David is speaking and moved by the Holy 

Spirit he records a conversation that has taken place in heaven.  And this is 

what he says: 

The Lord [Jehovah] says 
to my Lord [to the Messiah, the son of David]: 

"Sit at my right hand 
Until I make your enemies 
A footstool for your feet." 

I, Jehovah will extend your mighty 
[messianic] scepter from Zion; 

you [the Christ] will rule in the midst 
of your enemies. 

Your troops, [O Christ] will be willing 
On the day of your battle. 
Arrayed in holy majesty, 

From the womb of the dawn 
You will receive the dew of your youth. 

Jehovah has sworn and will not change his mind: 
You, [O Messiah, O son of David], are a priest forever, 

In the order of Melchizedek. 

I the Messiah were only a descendant of David after the flesh David would 

never have called him Lord.  David calls the Christ "my Lord" here because 

the Christ is much more that his descendant after the flesh; the Christ, as he 



is depicted in Psalm 110, is the divine, eternal and sovereign ruler and judge 

of all nations.  The heavenly Father promises him such power, authority, 

majesty and pre-eminence as are only appropriate for one who is himself 

divine, who has been from all eternity, who is now and forever will be.  All 

of this is to say that the Messiah is, according to the biblical witness, exactly 

who the Scribes deny him to be.  He is the Son of God and the Son of Man 

both. 

 I like very much what our old friend J. C. Ryle has to say here.  He is 

speaking about the way that Jesus is found in every page of the Old 

Testament and especially the psalms.  He writes, 

 We err greatly if we suppose that [the Book of Psalms] is 
nothing but a record of David's feelings, of David's experience, 
David's praises and David's prayers.  The hand that held the pen was 
generally David's.  But the subject matter was often something far 
deeper and higher than the history of the son of Jesse.  The book of 
Psalms, in a word, is a book full of Christ,--Christ suffering,--Christ in 
humiliation,--Christ dying,--Christ rising again,--Christ coming the 
second time,--Christ reigning over all.  Both advents are here,--the 
advent in suffering to bear the cross,--the advent in power to wear the 
crown.  Both kingdoms are here,--the kingdom of grace, during which 
the elect are gathered,--the kingdom of glory, when every tongue shall 
confess that Jesus is Lord.  Let us always read the Psalms with a 
peculiar reverence.  Let us say to ourselves as we read, "A greater than 
David is here."   

"A greater than David is here."  That is what the Scribes couldn't see. 



 Well, because the Scribes had gotten their theology wrong, they had 

gotten their whole lives wrong.  They failed to understand that Jesus was the 

promised Messiah.  They were blind to the truth that he was both God and 

man.  They failed to recognize his authority or comprehend the 

authenticating power of his miracles of deliverance, of healing, of forgiving, 

of raising the dead, of controlling nature.  And because they did not 

recognize the Messiah in their midst or their duty to love, trust and obey 

him, neither did they fulfill their God-given obligation to love their 

neighbour.  It is this failing that Jesus turns to next, because their failing 

towards him they had already amply demonstrated by their plotting and their 

schemes.  Look at the lesson again: 

 While all the people were listening, Jesus said to his disciples, 
"Beware of the teachers of the law.  They like to walk around in 
flowing robes and love to be greeted in the marketplaces and have the 
most important seats in the synagogues and places of honour at 
banquets.  They devour widows' houses and for a show make lengthy 
prayers.  Such men will be punished most severely." 

There are three basic charges brought against the Scribes here: pride, greed 

and hypocrisy.  Let's take them one at a time. 

 The Scribes were proud and their "uniform" reflected the fact.  They 

wore long, flowing white robes.  These robes had lovely long fringes that 

swayed as they walked.  They were, as one commentator put it, 



"ecclesiastical power dressers."  They loved to be greeted in the 

marketplaces.  This doesn’t mean that they were friendly, gregarious sorts.  

There were special greetings used for Scribes that reinforced their self-

importance.  Rabbi, Lord, Master and Father were the preferred forms of 

address.  Every time somebody said hello to them, they got a jolt of 

satisfaction because their titles set them apart from the riffraff.  And they 

liked the most important seats in the synagogue.  The most important seat in 

the synagogue was at the front, beside the ark where the Bible scrolls were 

kept, facing forward.  From that vantage point they could see everything that 

was going on.  More important, everyone could see them and admire their 

pious ways.  They loved the most important seats at banquets, too.  The 

Scribes were the celebrities of their day.  A wealthy man wouldn't hold a 

feast without inviting a few Scribes to come.  It would be like having a 

Hollywood party without any actors in attendance.   

 It's sad, isn’t it?  They were rich in self, but poor in the things of God.  

They had invested their lives in "treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal" rather than in the things that 

last, that truly delight and satisfy.  Beloved, is there a warning here for us?  I 

think so.  I think so especially at this time of year, which for so many is not 

the Christmas season but the shopping season.  Listen to these words from 



Isaiah.  They were first spoken some 2,700 years ago, but they were spoken 

for our situation too: 

 Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who 
have no money, come, buy and eat!  Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without cost.  Why spend money on what is not 
bread and your labour on what does not satisfy?  Listen, listen to me, 
and eat what is good, and your soul will delight in the richest of fare.  
Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. 

 The Scribes had given themselves over to the world.  And because the 

treasures of the world cannot satisfy the human heart they needed to fill up 

the empty space that constantly remained.  They needed to have more and 

more.  And so they grew greedy.  Jesus tells us that they "devoured widows' 

houses."  He doesn't go into detail, but several things might be involved.  

Kent Hughes gives us the possibilities: 

 They did this by taking payment from widows for legal aid 
even though such payments were prohibited, cheating inexperienced 
widows of their inheritance, living off the hospitality of lonely 
women, mismanaging widows' property who had dedicated 
themselves to service in the temple and accepting money from naïve 
elderly in exchange for special prayer.   

By their actions they showed themselves to be hirelings instead of 

shepherds.  They cared nothing for the flock; they just wanted to fleece it.   

 And this brings us to the third charge.  Their pride was coupled with 

greed and then joined together with lengthy, showy and ostentatious prayers.  



They were hypocrites.  They said one thing and did another.  Their prayers, 

which they made sure were heard by men, were not heard by God.  Their 

thoughts were wrong.  Their actions were wrong.  Their hearts were wrong.  

Beloved, God requires "truth in the inner parts."  A cold and stubborn heart 

is not acceptable to God.  It is the heart that is broken by sin, that is contrite 

and repentant, which God honours and receives.  It is the submissive heart 

that is hungry and thirsty for true godliness and righteousness that will be 

satisfied.  It is the heart that loves God and neighbour that is blessed. 

 What does such a heart look like?  Turn back to the lesson and you 

will see: 

 As he looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the 
temple treasury.  He also saw a poor widow put in two very small 
copper coins.  "I tell you the truth," he said, "this poor widow has put 
in more than all the others.  All these people gave their gifts out of 
their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on." 

There is only one explanation for such a level of giving.  She knew her God.  

She loved him.  She trusted him.  A writer early in the 1700s said, "She gave 

two--one of which she might have retained.  She was silently saying to God, 

"I love you.  Here's my heart, my life.  It's not much, but it's all I have."   

 It wasn't much, but it was all she had and in the hands of God is was 

enough.  Two thousand years later people are still talking about her example 



and her Lord's commendation.  The Lord can take something of very little 

worth and make it extraordinary.  It is what he does every time by his grace 

he takes a cold and stony heart and turns it into a heart of flesh, a heart ready 

and willing to serve him in love and devotion.  Has he taken your heart and 

changed it?  Do not rest until he does.  And if he has already, offer yourself 

to him wholeheartedly.  Walk in the power of his Spirit in the path of 

obedience, thanksgiving and praise.  In Christ's name.  AMEN.   


