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January 13, 2008
Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 1:2-3
Sermon: Prophet, Priest and King

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

It was a remarkably difficult thing for the first generation of Jewish
Christians to commit themselves to following the Lord. First of all, they
were subject to all sorts of arguments against the faith. It was said that Jesus
was just a man like others, the son of a carpenter who was born in suspicious
circumstances that suggested something sinful had occurred. It was said that
he came from Nazareth—not a likely place for the Messiah to hail from.
The disciple Nathanael had said on first hearing of the Lord, “Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?” Some said that Jesus was just one of the many
zealous leaders of his day and that he had obviously failed in his mission for
he had gone to a shameful criminal’s death on a Roman cross. The real
problem, they said, was that his disciples were fooled into making outlandish
claims about him.

Not only were these early Christians subject to many arguments
against the lordship of Jesus, they were also subject to dire penalties for
following him. They risked estrangement from their families. They risked
expulsion from their synagogues and exclusion from Jewish society. They
also had to suffer from government persecutions—persecutions which at
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first involved the confiscation of property, but later on would involve torture
and the loss of life.

The Letter to the Hebrews was written because of these pressures.
Because you could not be a Christian without carrying a cross and suffering
at the hands of the world, it had to be worth it to believe on Jesus. The
Letter to the Hebrews is meant to impress upon its readers the surpassing
value of the Christian faith and the glorious supremacy of Christ. Its
argument can be boiled down to this: If we see Jesus for who he really is,
and if we receive what he has done on our behalf as God’s Son and our
Saviour, then we will be blessed and encouraged in all of our trials on earth
and will be rewarded with glory in heaven. We will be able to say with the
Apostle Paul, “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that he is
able to keep that which I’ve committed unto him against that day.”

As we come to our lesson today, and we will be focusing upon verses
two and three, we find seven statements about the supremacy of Christ. It is
not accidental that there are seven statements given. Seven is the biblical
number for perfection or completion and the writer wants to point out the
perfect supremacy of Christ. For that same reason we will find that in the
rest of the chapter there are seven Old Testament quotations given that teach
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us about the Lord. The seven statements about Jesus’ supremacy are
organized along the lines of the three great Old Testament offices that are
perfected in Christ: Prophet, Priest and King. The first two deal with Jesus
as King. The next three deal with Jesus as Prophet. The final two deal with
Jesus as Great High Priest. I’ll give you the seven statements and then we’ll
look at them one at a time.
1. Jesus is heir of all things
2. It is through Jesus that God made the universe
3. Jesus is the radiance of God’s glory
4. Jesus is the exact representation of his being
5. Jesus sustains all things by his powerful word
6. Jesus provided purification for sins
7. Jesus sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.

Jesus is “heir of all things.” This follows from his being the only
begotten Son of the Father, for in Israel it was the firstborn son who had the
right of inheritance. As heir, all things belong to Jesus in principle now just
as they will actually and finally be his at the end of time. God’s purpose in
creation was that his Son should be blessed and glorified in the receiving of
all things. To put it another way, the universe was created for Jesus.
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Not only that, not only was the universe created for Jesus, it was
created through Jesus. That is to say, it was created by Jesus. John puts it
this way in the opening verses of his gospel:
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and
the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was
made that has been made. In him was life, and that life was the light
of men.
The universe was made for Jesus and by Jesus. Beloved, you cannot make a
stronger claim of Kingship that that. If you are the one who made
something, and if it was made for you, then you are the rightful owner, Lord
and King. This is how Paul describes it in Colossians 1:16:
For by him all things were created; things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or
authorities; all things were created by him and for him.
When the first Jewish Christians were being tempted to turn from their faith,
the author of Hebrews reminded them that Jesus fulfills everything that the
office of king ever meant in Israel. He is the true, eternal and faithful King,
the Lord of all, and the faithful of Israel are those who acknowledge,
worship and serve him as such.
That is a message for us too, isn’t it? Jesus is the King of the church.
We are to submit ourselves to his lordship. We are to obey his commands
and to trust in his providential care, receiving all that comes from his hand
with thanksgiving and praise, for Jesus, right now, is enthroned “at the right
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hand of the Majesty in heaven.” Now let me add this. We cannot see Jesus
as Lord and King, enthroned on high, with our natural eyes. Hebrews 2:8
acknowledges in all seriousness that “at present we do not see everything
subject to him.” We look around the world and see terrible things—ungodly
things—blasphemous things. It looks like things are out of control. We can
feel like the disciples did when, out on the Sea of Galilee, the waves began
to rise and their little ship began to founder and Jesus slept quietly in the
boat, seemingly oblivious to the danger.

When they called out to Jesus in the midst of the storm do you
remember what he said to them? He said, “Where is your faith?” He wasn’t
denying that they had faith. He knew they did, for he was the one who had
given it to them by his Spirit. He was asking, in effect, “Why aren’t you
exercising your faith? You know who I am. You have seen the miracles that
attest to my power and authority. You know also that I love you and have
come that you might have abundant life. So trust me.” That is what we are
called to do. What we cannot see with our natural eyes we can see with the
eyes of faith. So we are to believe on Jesus in our hearts and obey him with
our lives and be comforted in the midst of our trials because one day soon he
will come to vindicate his name and make things clear to one and all. And
on that day every eye will see him and every knee shall “bow in heaven and
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on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father” (Phil 2:10, 11).

Jesus is the great King. Unlike Old Testament kings, his throne is
established forever and his rule will never end. Second, Jesus is the final
Prophet, the one who reveals God in all his glory better than anyone else.
That is where the next three statements of the supremacy of Christ come it.
Jesus is the “radiance of God’s glory.” What does that mean? You can think
about it this way. As hot and brilliant as the sun is, we would never see it’s
brightness or feel its warmth without its radiating beams that come to earth.
So it is with God and his Son. Without the Son we would remain in the dark
regarding the glory—the essence, the substance—of God. Now note this:
Hebrews does not tell us that Jesus is a reflection of God’s glory. The moon
reflects the sun’s rays, but does not radiate them. Jesus radiates the Father’s
glory. It comes from him. Think back to the Mount of Transfiguration.
Jesus goes up a mountain with Peter, James and John. While they are there
Moses and Elijah show up. Moses represents the Law. Elijah represents the
prophets. And Jesus was transfigured. His divine nature, for a moment,
shone through his earthly nature. “His face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became as white as the light” (Matthew 17:2). Where Jesus is, there
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you see the glory of God, and you see it in a way that is better, fuller and
clearer than in the words of any prophet.

You can think of it like this. You can tell a lot about a master by
looking at those who work for him. One way to judge a prime minister, for
example, is to take a look at his cabinet. What kind of people does he
surround himself with? But you can learn a lot more about a master by
looking at his son. Martin Lloyd-Jones put it this way:
A servant may be able to say everything that is right about his
Lord and Master, he may know him well and intimately, but he can
never represent him in the way that the son can. The son is a
manifestation of the father by being what he is. Thus our Lord
himself, while on earth, represented and manifested the name of the
Lord in a way that is incomparably greater than all others, because he
is the Son of God.
John 1:18 says this: “No one has ever seen God, but God the one and Only,
who is at the Father’s side, has made him known.” If we see Jesus we will
know what the God of the universe is like.
Not only will we learn what God is like if we see Jesus, we can have
full confidence that what we learn in accurate and true, for Jesus is the
“exact representation of his being.” Not only does Jesus reveal God’s glory,
he does so perfectly. If you see Jesus you have seen the Father. The word
for “representation”—it can also be translated “imprint”—is from the Greek
word charakter. It gives us the word “character.” In the original language,
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however, it referred to a stamp or imprint made by a seal or a die. At the
Canadian mint they have dies that imprint the picture of Queen Elizabeth on
our coins. Hebrews tells us that Jesus bears the stamp or imprint of the
heavenly Father. He is, as it says in Colossians, “the image of the invisible
God” (1:15). Here is the point: We can trust to the uttermost the revelation
of God that Jesus gives to us. There is an exact correspondence between
what we see in Jesus and what is true of God.

And so it is that as the great Prophet Jesus “sustain…[s] all things by
his powerful word.” You can think of it this way: As the final Prophet, Jesus
not only reveals God’s will; he has the power to establish God’s will upon
the earth. This is why Jesus is superior to all other prophets. Let me
explain. The prophets who came before Jesus spoke the truth about God.
They did not lie. They spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. But
the import of their message was to look for the Messiah who was yet to
come. They told people to look for the prophet who would not only point to
God’s salvation, but would bring that salvation to pass. Take Isaiah, for
example. Isaiah wrote that a child would be born and a son given whose
name would be “Wonderful Counselor” (9:6). He also wrote that “the Spirit
of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
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And his delight shall be in the fear of the Lord” (11:2-3). How can a person
be true to Isaiah and to this message? It’s simple: Believe his message and
receive in faith the One he is speaking about, the One who is the head of all
prophets and the fulfillment of their age-old longing, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ is the everlasting King and so we must remain faithful to
him. Jesus Christ is the full and final Word of God. Nothing more can be
added to what the Father has said in the Son. We must commit ourselves to
hearing and obeying all he says, for in that way our lives are sustained. And
third, Jesus is the great high Priest. The sixth statement about the superiority
of Jesus is this: “he had provided purification for sins.” This work is crucial.
You see, apart from this work we could bow down to Christ as Lord and we
could listen to him as our Prophet, but we could never draw near to him and
be accepted by him or stand in his presence had we not been purified. Think
of it this way: Jesus rules us by his Spirit and he speaks to us in his Word,
but these are only possible because as the Lamb of God he laid down his life
for our sins, purifying us through the blood he shed on our behalf at Calvary.
So here we come to the heart of the gospel. It is this: In Jesus Christ God
came down to earth as a human being. He lived a life of sinless perfection.
He offered up his sinless, perfect life in the place of sinners, taking on
himself the punishment their sins had earned and giving to them the
10

blessings his perfect life had earned. He died, suffering the judgement of
God upon himself and enduring the pains of hell so that his people could
enter into glory and bliss in the presence of the heavenly Father.

It is Jesus and Jesus alone who has provided this purification. It took
nothing less than his death on a cross. It took nothing more. What Jesus did
as our Great High Priest was to offer a sacrifice that was true, perfect,
complete, sufficient and unrepeatable. Because of what he did at Calvary
there is now no condemnation for those who cast themselves upon him in
faith. Some people will tell you that they think they will go to heaven
because they are good people who have never tried to hurt anyone and who
have always tried to live honest lives. Do you see how blasphemous that
really is? God tells us that we are sinners. He tells us that the only way to
escape condemnation is for his Son to die in our place. And yet some say,
“But I am a good person and I think that my life is a good, pure and
acceptable as the life of Jesus Christ. I don’t need his sacrifice on my
behalf.” There are others who say, “I need Jesus to die on my behalf, but I
need more. I need to add to his sacrifice my own works. If I say certain
prayers, or refrain from going to movies or dances, or wear certain clothes I
will be saved.” Do you see how blasphemous that is? They are saying,
“The work that Jesus did at Calvary was not enough to save me. I have to
11

supplement it with my own righteousness.” The message of Hebrews is,
“No. What Jesus did is perfect both in what he said about God and in what
he did for sinners. Nothing is to be added. Nothing is to be taken away. All
is simply to be received with a thankful, obedient heart.”

That message is confirmed with the last of the seven statements of
supremacy. After providing purification for sins, Jesus “sat down at the right
hand of the Majesty in heaven.” There were no seats in the Jerusalem
Temple. The priests offered sacrifices day and night without ceasing. They
could not stop because the problem of sin was not dealt with adequately with
the shed blood of bulls and goats. And so the priests never sat down while
they were on the job. But when Jesus, God’s true Son, the true Priest whom
the Old Testament priests merely represented, shed his blood for us, his
sacrifice was accepted by his Father as full and complete payment for our
sins. The resurrection is the sign that the holiness and righteousness of God
have been fully satisfied in the cross. And so, his work complete—“It is
finished, was his cry,” he ascended into heaven to sit at the right hand of
God.

I like the way Charles Hodge put it. Hodge was a Presbyterian
theologian of the 1800s.
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We as fallen men, ignorant, guilty, polluted and helpless, need a
Saviour who is a Prophet who instructs us, a priest to atone and make
intercession for us; and a king to rule over and protect us. And the
salvation which we receive at his hands includes all that a prophet
priest and king in the highest sense of those terms can do. We are
enlightened in the knowledge of the truth; we are reconciled to God
by the sacrificial death of his Son; and we are delivered from the
power of Satan and introduced into the kingdom of Gold; all of which
supposes that our Redeemer is to us at once Prophet, Priest and King.

Beloved, if you have a Saviour like this, never let him go. If you have
to lose your job, your family, your possessions or even your life, then so be
it. There is great profit to gain from holding on to Christ even if we lose all
else; there is great treasure to lose if we gain all things except Christ.

Now my time is running short so let me leave you with something to
ponder. This lesson not only teaches us that we must cling to Christ, it also
teaches us how we can cling to Christ. The lesson on how to cling to Christ
also had to do with his work as our King, Prophet and Priest. Because we
need to be ruled, governed, protected and led we must crown Jesus as King
and Lord of our life, forsaking all other kingdoms and rulers. Because we
must be instructed in the truth and Jesus is the Truth, we must come to him
seeking his light and forsaking all false prophets who would lead us astray.
Because we need cleansing and Jesus is our High Priest, we must come to
him daily, confessing our sins and seeking his intercession for us. Crown
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him. Listen to him. Pray to him. In that way you will find rest and peace
now, while in the midst of trials, and later in the midst of glory. In Christ’s
name. AMEN.
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