Faith Reformed Church
Stevensville, Ontario
September 21, 2008
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Text: Hebrews 10:11-18
Sermon: Victory Secured for God’s People

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

There are some blessed, comforting and familiar passages of Scripture
that sum up great doctrinal themes. For example, in Paul’s Letter to the
Romans he outlines the doctrine of salvation in chapters three through eight.
He speaks of justification by grace alone through faith alone—of the
unshakable grip of grace in which God holds his people—and he finishes by
saying,
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril
or sword? No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. For I am sure that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come,
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation,
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
A few chapters later, after outlining the doctrine of God, Paul sums things up
with a doxology, saying,
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable his judgements, and his paths beyond tracing
out! Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has been his
counsellor? Who has ever given to God, that God should repay him?
For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be
the glory forever! Amen.
I start by mentioning this because in our lesson today the author of Hebrews
sums up the doctrinal portion of his Letter that began in chapter seven when
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he began to compare and contrast the person and priestly work of Jesus with
priests and the sacrificial system of the Old Testament. He has told us
(chapter 7) that Christ is superior to Aaron and his successors. He has told
us (chapter 8) that Christ’s covenant is better than the covenant given under
Moses. And he has told us that Christ’s blood is better than all of the blood
shed by all of the animals under the old sacrificial system. Our lesson this
morning drives home these points and proclaims that while the Old
Testament covenant offered no real solution for sin, Christ’s priestly work in
the New Covenant successfully and sufficiently solves the great problem of
mankind.

Let’s turn to our lesson.
Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious
duties; again and again he offers the same sacrifices, which can never
take away sins. But when this priest had offered for all time one
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God. Since that
time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool, because by one
sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.
“By one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being made
holy.” Let me say that again. “By one sacrifice he has made perfect forever
those who are being made holy.” From the very beginning of history human
beings have been longing to hear that good news. From the time God
clothed a guilty Adam and Eve with the skins of slain animals, to the time
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Abraham received a ram to sacrifice in the place of his son, to the time
Moses and the Israelites sprinkled the blood on the doorposts and lintels on
Passover night, throughout the generations after generations of Hebrew
priests who slaughtered thousands and tens of thousands of lambs, the world
has been longing to hear of a sacrifice that actually avails to do away with
sin and make us holy. The question that has troubled the heart of sinful and
guilty man is this: How long, O Lord? Where is the Lamb of God that takes
away the sin of the world? Where is the sacrifice that will not merely cover
up sin but will actually exhaust your wrath and judgement against sin so that
we can hear you say to sinners, “There is no fury in me.” “There is now no
condemnation.” Well, here we have it. “By one sacrifice he has made
perfect forever those who are being made holy.”

“By one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being
made holy.” Our lesson tells us that we have been saved from the power of
sin. When Jesus gave us a new heart we changed from being slaves to sin to
being slaves of righteousness (Romans 6:17, 18). We have been saved from
the penalty of sin. By Christ’s sacrifice, our sins, though as scarlet, have
become as white as snow (Isaiah 1:18). We have been saved from the
position of sin. When Christ died in our place he brought all who trust in
him from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light. You can think
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of it this way: When Jesus saved us we were adopted into a new family—the
family of God. We have been saved from the practice of sin. The blessing
of Christ's salvation is not only about coming to Christ; it is about walking
with Christ and being transformed more and more into his likeness. And one
day, one glad morning, we will be saved from the presence of sin. We will
be glorified and given new bodies that are incapable of sin and pain. And
beloved, as Paul said in Romans 13:11, that salvation “is nearer to us than
when we believed.” It is sure and certain and as close as a heartbeat away.

Now remember: The purpose of Hebrews was to warn Jewish
Christians against falling back into the ways of the Old Covenant. Their
situation was dire. They were being persecuted by the Jewish community.
They were being persecuted by the Roman government. Sometimes they
were being persecuted by both at the same time. The pressure to escape
persecution by denying Christ and returning to Judaism was great and
seemed to some to be a viable option. So our author asks, in effect, “How
can you return to a religion, a priesthood, a covenant that, despite all its
labour and activity and shedding of blood down through the centuries could
“never take away sins?” It is folly, despite the worldly pain of persecution
for Christ’s sake, to go from forgiveness, peace and access to God back to
the old reality of sin and alienation from God. By his one sacrifice Christ
5

has put away sin and made holy all who trust in him. No earthly prize
compares with this blessing; no worldly sacrifice is too great for such
everlasting gain.

In Christ, our author is proclaiming, we do not have mere religion, but
salvation; we do not have mere ritual and tradition, but spiritual reality and
power; we do not have warm sentiments and self-help but forgiveness of
sins through the work of Christ and power for holiness through the Spirit of
the Lord. Jesus has done on the cross what no priest of Israel could ever do
and which no worldly religion can ever achieve today: a true sacrifice for
our sins; forgiveness and reconciliation with God; a priest in heaven who
intercedes on our behalf, prepares a place for us and sends his Holy Spirit
into our hearts to make us into what we were meant to be. “By one sacrifice
he has made perfect forever those who are being made holy.”

The expression “made perfect” is used nine times in Hebrews. In
earlier chapters it referred to Jesus having been made perfect. How could
Jesus, who was already sinless and pure, be made perfect? He was made
perfect in the sense of being made a complete and fitting representative and
sacrifice for mankind. In order to be a representative and substitute for
sinful humanity Jesus had to live a human life. In order to be a fitting
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sacrifice he had to face and overcome all the temptations and challenges we
face. And this is what he did and did perfectly. He fulfilled all
righteousness. He resisted every temptation to sin. He loved God with his
whole heart and his neighbour as himself when he walked the hills and
valleys of Palestine throughout his earthly ministry.

In our lesson today, however, being made perfect forever refers to
believers. All who believe in Jesus are perfect forever. But notice this: in
the same sentence we are told that those who have been made perfect forever
are at the same time being made holy. How is it that we are perfect if at the
same time we are being completed or perfected in holiness? Which is it: Are
we perfect or are we not? The answer to that is this: We are perfect in one
way and being made perfect in another way. Let’s take them one at a time.
First of all, we are perfect as regards our justification. In our justification
God declares that believers are not guilty because Jesus has taken away their
sins. More than that, he declares that they are righteous because Jesus has
covered them with his righteousness. Jesus has transferred his goodness and
perfection to me; he has transferred my sin and guilt to him. So as I stand
before God the Heavenly Father looks at me and says, “Not guilty.” He
declares that I am washed, cleansed and made new. He looks at me and
receives me because I owe him no debt of sin. Jesus has paid that price
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himself for me in full. There is now no condemnation for me. This is true
of everyone who truly believes in Jesus. They all stand before God just as if
they had never sinned. They all stand before God as if all the love and
obedience of Jesus were their very own. Justification is God’s declaration
that once and forever those who believe in Jesus are right in his eyes.

But look: While our position before God is that we are freely and
forever forgiven, our condition, on the inside, is that we are still sinners.
The fact that God declares that when he sees me he will always see me
through the lens of Jesus’ sacrifice does not mean that I am in and of myself
holy, pure and perfect. I am not holy. I am not fully sanctified. The
struggle with sin is one that continues in my life and in the life of every
Christian. And think of this: Before Christ came into your life there was no
serious struggle with sin. Sin was not seen as something particularly
dreadful. We had all sorts of excuses and rationalizations for sinful actions.
We were experts at self-justification. It was only when Christ came into our
hearts that we began to understand the serious nature of sin. It was only in
the light of Calvary that we could see the damage and cost of sin. And it
was only as Christians that we began to fight the good fight.
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But now, by his grace, the Spirit of Christ is at work in the hearts and
lives of believers. He works to reveal to Christians the exceedingly sinful
nature of sin. He works to develop in Christians an aversion and hatred of
sin and an appetite and longing for godliness and righteousness. He makes a
way of escape when temptations come and enables believers to carry
burdens in ways that are honouring of God. The Holy Spirit is working in us
to make us holy. He has set us apart for the things of God by taking us from
the kingdom of this world and placing us in the kingdom of God. He works
in us to gradually, day by day and bit by bit, to conform us into the likeness
of Christ so that his character is more and more reflected in us: his purity, his
righteous and his goodness. And while this work of perfecting us will not be
completed in this life, we have a start and we have a destiny and one day we
will bear perfectly the image of Christ: perfect in thought, perfect in word,
perfect in deed, perfect in worship, perfect in fruit: love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
And let me add this. The work of sanctification that is slowly
transforming our lives by the power of the Holy Spirit is just as sure and
certain as the work of justification that Christ completed once and for all.
The gospel says to believers, “When Jesus died, you died in him. When
Jesus rose, you rose in him. Because he is made perfect, you are made
perfect in him. Our justification is of Christ and our sanctification is of
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Christ too. We are “predestined to be conformed to the image of God’s Son
and as nothing can thwart the purposes of God we can think of our
sanctification as having been accomplished. God says it this way through
Isaiah in Isaiah 46:
I am God and there is no other; I am God and there is none like
me. I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times
what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all
that I please… What I have said, that will I bring about; what I have
planned, that will I do.

Holiness is the destiny of the child of God and if holiness is our
destiny it must start to become a present and growing reality in our lives.
Those who come to faith simply cannot go on living as before. We have
been changed on the inside and that change will be reflected on the outside.
If that cannot be said of us as individuals, the Bible maintains that our claim
to be in Christ in the first place must be challenged.
If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the
darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth (I John 1:6)
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is
still in the darkness (I John 2:9).
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For everything in the world—the cravings of sinful man, the lust of
his eyes and the boasting of what he has done and does—[the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes, the pride of life] comes not from the
Father but from the world (I John 2:15, 16).
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Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy;
without holiness no one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14).

In the last verses of our lesson our author quotes the prophet Jeremiah
in order to confirm the points he has been making. Jeremiah preached in a
dark period in the history of Judah, at a time when the judgement of God fell
and the people were taken into Babylonian captivity. Although disaster has
come through their breaking of the covenant, Jeremiah points them to a time
of restoration. The law of God, which had been written on tables of stone
and which the people had no power to obey—the law of God which served
only to convict them of their sins—would one day be written on the hearts of
God’s people by the Holy Spirit. That means that the Spirit would plant in
the heart of man a love of the law that he had never had before. He would
plant in the heart of man an affection and desire to follow the law from his
heart, with a new, willing and cheerful obedience. The Spirit would make
the law lovely and so, rather than terrify God’s people by the threat of
condemnation it would become sweet to their taste. The law would be a
signpost showing the way to godliness and holiness of living. “And then he
adds, ‘their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.’” Fully justified;
fully sanctified. That is the destiny of those who trust in the Lord.

11

William Barclay said this: “the priests stand offering their sacrifices;
Christ sits at the right hand of God. Theirs is the position of servant; his is
the position of monarch. Jesus is the king come home, his task
accomplished and his victory won.” And he waits for his enemies to be
made his footstool. Beloved, men may mock, deride, and deny the Lord and
exult in their own self-esteem and self-rule, but all the while Jesus sits
enthroned and history races towards the day he has appointed as the day of
judgement. And on that day those who have refused him will cower in
terror, calling for the mountains to fall on them that they may be hidden
from the wrath of the Lamb. But there will be no hiding from him who
searches the hearts of men. But for those who receive him, for those he
gives the right to become children of God—there is no longer any sacrifice
for sin. The sacrifice is over and done with. It is in the past as are the sins
that once defiled the saints.
Let me close with this. The Letter to the Hebrews teaches us that the
tabernacle and temple are really pictures of Jesus and his work. The priests
and the rituals and ceremonies point to Jesus. The blood that was shed day
after day speaks of the blood that was shed once for all at Calvary. And the
veil of the temple that was torn in two invites us to gaze up into heaven
where Jesus sits enthroned, pondering the good news that he prepares a place
for us, intercedes on our behalf and sends the Holy Spirit to comfort, guide
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and protect his own. It all points to Jesus. Everything is found in him and
with him. Everything for us comes from him and draws us closer to him.
So strive to know him better. Strive to serve him better. Strive to grow in
godliness and righteousness—in his image. Strive to give him all the honour
and glory and praise. That is our work as his children and it is how we, who
by his grace have been made perfect forever, are by that same grace being
made holy. In Christ’s name. AMEN.
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