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Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 10:32-39
Sermon: Living between Victory and Hope

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

In reading the Letter to the Hebrews it is easy to see that our author is
a pastor with a pastor’s heart. He has an unwavering focus on his
commission from God to teach and preach the gospel of Christ. He loves the
Lord and he loves lifting him up in all his beauty and excellence. Jesus is
greater than angels—greater than Moses—and greater than Aaron and all the
company of the priests of Levi. And Jesus has accomplished far more than
all of the sacrifices carried out down through the centuries at the Tabernacle
and Temple. He alone is the one who has made a full, complete, final and
sufficient atonement for all of the sins of all of God’s people. This is the
Jesus our author loves to glory in.

He loves the flock as well, which is why he longs to see the gospel of
Christ more firmly established and lived out in the hearts of his people. He
knows the riches of Christ and he wants them to know the fullness of the
Lord and of his blessings too. To impart to them what the Lord has given
him, he has had to become intimately familiar with his people, a task he has
accomplished full well. He knows their background and the events that have
gone into the making of their history as Christians and as a congregation.
He knows their strengths and their weaknesses. He knows their struggles
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and the threats to their faith. He knows what makes them tick and so he has
tailored his message to them in the way that will have the greatest impact.

You can think of it this way. Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in
the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.” That
proverb isn’t simply about training the child in the truth; it is about training
the child in the appropriate way—in the way that is best suited for his
personality and circumstances. Some children are naturally compliant.
Some are strong-willed and stubborn. Some are tender; others are thickskinned. We need to train up our children in ways that take these factors into
consideration. What works well with one won’t necessarily work well with
another. Our author, in training his people in godliness and righteousness,
knew that different members of his congregation had different personalities
and different needs. Some needed to be spoken to tenderly. Some needed to
be spoken to gruffly. Some of the flock needed to be challenged, because
they were beginning to waver. Some needed to be encouraged, because they
had begun to neglect meeting together. Others needed to be inspired,
because they were starting to grow cold in their faith.
And so it was that while last week we had a stern warning about the dangers
of hell and of raging fire, this week we find our author speaking in a much
gentler tone. He understands, as Paul explained in I Thessalonians 5:14, that
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not one size fits all. Here is Paul's pastoral prescription: “And we urge you,
brothers, warn those who are idle, encourage the timid, help the weak, be
patient with everyone.”

So, our author is a pastor with a pastor’s heart. He loves the Lord and
he loves his people and he has a single-minded concern that his flock never
shrink back from the faith, for he knows deep in his bones that this is,
ultimately, the only thing that counts. He knows that it doesn’t matter if you
gain the whole world at the cost of your soul; that is no bargain. And so in
our lesson today, to help them remain firm in the faith, our pastor urges his
charges to look to the victory of the past and the hope of the future that they
might live in the present with holy perseverance. He calls them to live
between victory and hope with a spirit of perseverance and confidence.
Let’s turn to our lesson.

Remember those earlier days after you had received the light,
when you stood your ground in a great contest in the face of suffering.
Sometimes you were publicly exposed to insult and persecution; at
other times you stood side by side with those who were so treated.
You sympathized with those in prison and joyfully accepted the
confiscation of your property because you knew that you yourselves
had better and lasting possessions.
Now here is the situation that this congregation was facing. Family
members were pressuring these Jewish believers to turn back from the faith.
4

Governments were instituting persecutions—persecutions that only
promised to become worse. Christianity was no longer brand new to the
congregation and so it had lost the charm of novelty. Now its doctrines had
lost nothing of their importance or truth, but the long continuing hardships
faced by the flock were clearly of the kind that could shake the stability of
their faith and dampen the ardour of their zeal.

Now this is not a particularly good illustration, but it might be helpful.
Think back to the early days of our congregation when we were meeting at
Stevensville Public School. It was an exciting time in the life of the
congregation. It was a new experience for us all. We to set up chairs in the
gymnasium before each service. We rolled the piano into the gym and set up
the communion table. We set up tables in the hall for our coffee fellowship.
There were a hundred small chores like that we had to do each week and
every week. For the first few years it was exciting and new. But after three
years and then four years, and then four and a half years, it got pretty
monotonous. The sense of adventure was gone. And that was just a matter
of setting up a few chairs on a Saturday night. The Hebrew believers were
subject to real, grinding oppression. It picked at them day after day. It was
like trying to work with a constant, low grade fever. It was wearing on
them. You know, it’s one thing to rise to the occasion when the crisis is short
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and sharp; it is another thing to meet a challenge that is long and drawn out
and seems to have no end in sight. That long battle was what this small
congregation of Jewish believers was facing.

To encourage them, our author exhorts them first to remember the
early days when they had just been converted, when they had “received the
light.” The interesting thing about this admonition is that in calling them to
remember he is calling them to ponder a time of difficulties and dangers. He
says, in effect, “Think back to the time of the “great contest” when
persecutions broke out following the death of Stephen and the Christian
population of Jerusalem was forced to flee. Think back to the time Herod
killed James, the brother of John, with the sword. Think back to the time
when John and Peter were flogged at the command of the Sanhedrin for
preaching the cross of Christ. Remember those days. Remember the insults
—the false charges brought against you and worse—the ridicule and
mocking of Jesus you were forced to endure. Remember the persecutions—
the trials and the death sentences that were meted out to those who named
the name of Christ. Remember visiting the brethren in prison or the time
you had to endure a prison stay yourself. Remember when the authorities
came and took your possessions and your worldly goods just vanished.
Remember those times. Ponder them. Think on them.
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Why would he call his flock to remember those hard times? What
help could such remembrance bring? Two things. First of all, when they
thought of enduring mocking and ridicule, suffering and persecution, they
had to think of Jesus. They would think of his birth. The king of glory was
born in a stable and greeted by lowly shepherds—by men of no reputation.
King Herod sought to kill him and his earthly family was forced to flee into
Egypt. They would think of his ministry. When he began his public
ministry the people of Nazareth drove him away. Many of his followers
only wanted to see a show. They wanted signs and wonders and healings;
they didn’t want him. The birds had their nests and the foxes their dens, but
the Son of Man had no where to lay his head. And they would think of his
death. When the time came, his own people turned on him, his disciples
deserted him and the authorities lied about him, mocked him, tortured him
and, finally, crucified him.

Here is the principle: When we think back to persecutions and trials
we have undergone, we must think of Jesus, for he is the one who underwent
the deepest trial of all. He bore the wrath of his Father so that we won’t
have to. When we think of the persecutions and trials he underwent, we
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must not shrink back when they inevitably return to us, for a servant is not
above his Master. Listen to the words of Jesus found in Luke 9:23:
If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take
up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life
will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.

To remember our past trials is to remember Jesus. The second thing is
this. When we think back and remember our trials, we are reminded once
again that God is faithful. He was there when tragedy struck. He was there
when sickness came. He was there when the job was lost. There are many
psalms that are helpful here. Some record the history of Israel—the
challenges they faced in Egypt and in the desert—and they recount how God
was ever faithful to deliver them. (Psalm 105, 106, 107.) Some record the
challenges faced by King David—the enemies who sought his life—and
again they recount how God preserved him time and time again in the face
of dangers. (Psalm 54, 55, 56, 57.) What was true of Israel and David is
true of you. Think about the difficulties you have faced in the past. Did
God not prove to be faithful in the midst of them? As you look back, can’t
you see how God used them to make you the disciple you are today?

Ravi Zacharias tells a wonderful story about this. In 1971, some three
of four years before Vietnam fell to the communists Zacharias worked with a
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Vietnamese translator, a young Christian man named Hien Pham. This
young man worked with many missionaries who would come to his country.
Shortly after Vietnam fell to the communists Hien was arrested and put into
a prison-re-education camp. The idea was to “cure” him of his faith. His
Bible was taken away. He was given a daily dose of Marx. An as time
passed he began to buckle under the pressure. He began to think, “Perhaps I
have been lied to. Maybe God doesn’t exist after all. Maybe the western
powers had deceived him. Zacharias continues the story:
The more the thought about it, the more he moved toward a
decision. Finally, he made up his mind. He determined the when he
awakened the next day he would not pray anymore or ever think about
his Christian faith again.
The next morning he was assigned to clean the latrines of the
prison. It was the most dreaded chore, shunned by everyone, and so
with much distress he began the awful task. As he cleaned out a tin
can filled to overflowing with toilet paper, his eye caught what he
thought was English printed on one piece of paper. He hurriedly
washed it off and slipped it into his hip pocket, planning to read it at
night. Not having seen anything English for such a long time, he
anxiously waited for a free moment. Under his mosquito net that
night after his roommates had fallen asleep, he pulled out a small
flashlight and shining it on the damp piece of paper he read at the top
corner, “Romans, Chapter 8.” Literally trembling with shock he
began to read:
And we know that in all things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose.
What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is
for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his own
Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along
with him, graciously give us all things?
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Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or
peril or sword? No, in all these things we are more that
conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nr depth,
nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Hien wept. He cried out to God, asking for forgiveness, for this was
to have been the first day in years that he had determined not to pray.
Evidently the Lord had other plans.

Let’s pick up our lesson at verse 35.
So do not throw away your confidence; it will be richly
rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you have done the will
of God, you will receive what he has promised. For in just a very
little while, “He who is coming will come and will not delay.”
We are not only to look back at the victory won for us in Christ, we are to
look to the future, for while the past held suffering, the future holds
receiving—the rich reward promised to the children of God. The rule of the
world is “buy now, pay later;” the rule of the Christian is “sacrifice now,
receive later.” Let me point to a few verses that lift up the future orientation
a Christian is to live with:
Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in id destroyed,
we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by
human hands.
II Corinthian 5:1
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
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resurrection of Jesus from the dead, and into an inheritance that can
never perish, spoil or fake, kept in heaven for you, who through faith
are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the salvation that is
ready to be revealed in the last time.
I Peter 1:3-5
They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more. The sun
shall not strike them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb in the
midst of the throne will be their shepherd and he will guide them to
springs of living water and God will wipe away every tear from their
eyes.
Revelation 7:16, 16

Look back and remember the faithfulness of God. Look forward and
rejoice in the hope that is before you, for the day will come when “at the
name of Jesus every knee [shall] bow in heaven and on the earth and under
the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of
God the Father” (Philippians 2:10, 11). And in between remembrance and
hope, persevere. “Do not throw away your confidence,” our author writes.
“You need to persevere.” To put it another way, you need to live your life in
a way that is fitting for who it is God has made you to be. He has delivered
you in the past. He has a glorious eternity for you. So live like it in this day
he has given you. Persevere in godliness. Persevere in righteousness. Walk
in faith, hope and love, with a spirit of contentment and good cheer. Strive
to make your calling and election sure.
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Thomas Watson, the Puritan pastor, spoke of perseverance in this way:
Christians do not arrive at perseverance when they sit still and
do nothing. It is not with us as with passengers in a ship who are
carried to the end of their voyage while they sit still in the ship; or, as
it is with noblemen, who have their rents brought in without their toil
or labour; but we arrive at salvation in the use of means; as a man
comes to the end of a race by running, to a victory by fighting.
Persevere in the means of grace. Worship together. Feed upon God’s Word.
Join him at his table. Commune with him in prayer. Love and serve the
brethren. Let me give you a few examples of what the life of Christian
perseverance looks like:
A grieving believer smiles through tears at a graveside, thinking
of the resurrection morning to come.
A believer shows an unpleasant neighbour the love of Christ
because of Christ’s love for the world.
A believer stands firm in the midst of a mocking culture,
refusing to abandon the creed or to compromise his morals.
A congregation sings a hymn of joy even though jobs or houses
or health or friends have been lost.
Believe and persevere in believing and in the necessary results of believing.
Obey the command given through Peter in his Second Letter:
Make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to
goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to selfcontrol, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to
godliness, brotherly-kindness; and to brotherly-kindness, love.
That is what the godly life we are to strive for looks like.
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Let me close with this. We are to remember that the God who has
been ever faithful to us in the past will not change. His mercies are new
every morning. We are to look to the future with hope, knowing that one
day the Lord will return in glory. And between the past and the future, we
are to live with perseverance, holding firmly to the faith no matter what
might come our way. I would also have you ponder this. Though Jesus
ascended and will return in glory one day, he had not left us alone. Because
he ascended to heaven and presented his sacrifice to the Father, we have
greater access to God now than ever before. We can draw near to his throne
of grace and mercy with confidence, because through the cross we will be
received, heard and answered. There is nothing we need as Christians that
has not been granted. We have, right now, forgiveness of our sins,
reconciliation with God the Father, the intercession of Jesus Christ, the
presence of the indwelling Spirit and a peace which passed understanding, in
token of which we will now gather at his table and give thanks. In Christ’s
name. AMEN.
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