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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 For the next two weeks we are going to be looking at the faith of 

Moses, the second most important man in the whole of the Old Testament, 

second only to Abraham, the father of the faithful.  Today we are going to 

look at his growing up in Egypt and his growth in the faith; next Sunday, 

Lord willing, we will take a look at his work when, mature in faith, he 

delivers his people from the slave pens of Pharaoh and leads them to the 

borders of the Promised Land.  Our story starts in Egypt where, for some 

320 years the Israelites had been enslaved.  Although they were hard 

pressed, God nevertheless blessed them.  Their numbers grew as God had 

promised; in fact, they grew so much that Pharaoh became increasingly 

alarmed.  He thought they had grown in numbers to the point they were a 

very real threat to his regime.  He pressed them even harder, striving to 

reduce their numbers by working them to death.  It didn’t work.  The first 

chapter of Exodus explains the situation: 

 But the more they were oppressed, the more they multiplied and 
spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites and worked them 
ruthlessly.  They made their lives bitter with hard labour in brick and 
mortar and with all kinds of work in the fields; in all their hard labour 
the Egyptians used them ruthlessly. 

Seeing that none of his measures had worked, Pharaoh issued a terrible 

decree.  In an attempt to halt the growth of the Israelite population he 
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ordered that all the boy babies born to Hebrew mothers were to be killed at 

birth.  In was in that terrible situation that a young married couple, Amram 

and Jochebed, had a baby boy.  Let’s turn to our lesson. 

   “By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, 

because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the 

king’s edict.”  Amram and Jochebed had a baby boy and “they saw that he 

was no ordinary child.”  Now this, of course, does not mean that if Moses 

had been an ordinary child his parents would have turned him over to the 

Egyptian authorities to be killed.  None of the Hebrew parents did that.  It 

means that, by faith, they understood that their child had a special destiny 

from the Lord and had to be protected at all costs.  There is a tradition that 

says Moses’ parents were visited by an angel who told them that their son 

was to be the deliverer of his people.  People who believe this look at the 

births of various important people in the Bible and see that there is a pattern 

of such visitations.  Samson’s parents, Samuel’s mother, Zechariah the father 

of John the Baptist, and Mary and Joseph both had special visitations before 

becoming parents.  Now there is no direct biblical evidence that points to 

such a visitation, but I think it was likely.  Why?  Because of something 

Stephen said in Acts 7. 
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 Stephen was, as you recall, one of the first deacons of the church.  He 

was martyred—stoned to death—at the command of the Sanhedrin.  Before 

being killed he made a speech before the court.  He recounted the history of 

the Jewish people and he spoke of Moses in this way: 

 When Moses was forty years old, he decided to visit his fellow 
Israelites.  He saw one of them being mistreated by an Egyptian, so he 
went to his defense and avenged him by killing the Egyptian.  Moses 
thought that his own people would realize that God was using him to 
rescue them, but they did not. 

Here is clear, biblical proof that Moses thought himself to be the deliverer of 

his people even before he met the Lord at the burning bush.  Moses clearly 

got the timing of his deliverance wrong but he got the substance of his 

mission right. 

 So here is the question: Where would Moses get the notion that he 

was the one who would deliver his people?  Three things need to be said.  

First of all, his parents would have taught him the truths of the faith.  

Remember: Although Moses grew up in Pharaoh’s household his mother 

was employed to be his nurse.  She would have spoken of Adam and Eve, 

their fall into sin and God’s promise of a Redeemer.  She would have told 

him the story of Abraham and his being called from Ur of the Chaldees to go 

to a country he did not know.  She would have taught him about the 

covenant God entered into with Abraham and how that covenant was passed 
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down through Isaac, the child of the promise, through Jacob and then 

through all the children of Israel.  She would have explained the story of 

Joseph and why his bones were waiting to be taken back to the Promised 

Land.  Yes, they were slaves in Egypt, but not forever, for the Lord had made 

this promise: 

 Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a 
country not their own, and they will be enslaved and mistreated four 
hundred years.  But I will punish the nation they serve as slaves, and 
afterward they will come out with great possessions.  

It was a promise that Moses would go on to record in Genesis 15.  They 

would also have told him that he was “no ordinary child.”   

  

 So that is the first thing, then.  Moses parents, and particularly his 

mother, because of her access, taught Moses all about the Lord and his plans 

for his people.  Second, Amram and Jochebed lived with integrity.  Their 

teachings about the faith and Moses’ destiny wouldn’t have meant nearly so 

much had their lives not been examples of faithfulness and trust in the Lord.  

On pain of death they had protected their baby from Pharaoh.  When they 

could no longer hide him because he was growing up, they committed him 

into the Lord’s safe  keeping by setting him adrift on the Nile in a little 

basket of reeds and pitch.  When he was in Pharaoh’s court, right under the 

noses of the authorities and in the house of a man who claimed to be a god, 
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they taught Moses who he was, who the Lord was, and what was owed to 

God alone for his grace and mercy.  It is clear Moses’ parents took their faith 

seriously.  They lived it out in uprightness and truth and at great risk to 

themselves.   

 And third, Moses had eyes to see the providential hand of God at 

work.  He would have seen the hand of God at work in his survival after 

having been set adrift in a basket of reeds.  He would have seen God’s touch 

in his adoption by Pharaoh’s daughter and her employment of his own 

mother as his nurse.  As he grew he would have come to understand that the 

time of the Israelite slavery must soon to end.  He would have seen that he 

had been uniquely positioned by God in the court of Pharaoh to be of 

particular use in the deliverance of his people.  All these things together 

persuaded Moses that he was the one to rescue his people from slavery and 

lead them to the Promised Land. 

 Let me make an application here.  There are no parents here who, like 

Amram and Jochebed, have to teach a child that he is the one to deliver his 

people; that work has already been taken care of once and for all in Jesus 

Christ.  It is the job of all parents, however, to pass the faith on to their 

children in the same way Jochebed and Amram did.  It is our job as parents 

to tell them the stories of Jesus and what those stories mean for their lives.  
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We are to tell them what Jesus has meant for our lives and of the changes 

that Jesus made when he came into our hearts.  Listen to these words from 

Moses in Deuteronomy 6.  As he spoke them I can’t help but wonder if he 

was thinking of the way his parents had impressed the truths of God upon 

him when he was a child: 

 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength.  These commandments that I give you today are to be 
upon your hearts.  Impress them on your children.  Talk about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie 
down and when you get up.  Tie them as symbols on your hands and 
bind them on your foreheads.  Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates. 

Notice how Moses mentions the head, the heart and the hands.  True faith is 

an understanding faith, a trusting faith and a working faith.  Notice how 

Moses mentions both the home and the outside world—sitting at home and 

walking along the road.  He is teaching us that true faith is all encompassing.  

It’s not a Sunday faith but an all week faith—a faith to be lived at home and 

out in the world.  That is a key thing people will look for when they look at 

us to make a determination as to whether we take the faith seriously or not.  

Is it a full time faith or a part-time faith?  Beloved, teach your children the 

truth of God and then live out the truth in your lives.  Walk with integrity, 

faithfulness, patience, generosity, and forgiveness.  Don’t undercut your 

teaching by a life that doesn’t take God’s word seriously.   
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 Let me add another word of application.  What if you have failed in 

this duty?  What if you haven’t taught your children the truths of God or, if 

you have taught them but you haven’t walked the walk?  Your children are 

grown.  They are beyond the sort of influence you once had upon them.  

They have wandered far from the Lord and are living in ways that are clearly 

displeasing to him.  What do you do now?  The first thing to do is confess 

your sin to the Lord and ask for his forgiveness.  Second, you are to lift up 

your children in prayer trusting that as dear as they are to you they are dearer 

still to God.  Third, you are to persevere in prayer with a believing heart.  

And fourth, you are to walk in integrity and truth, doing your Christian duty.  

God will do what is right.   

 Moses grew up in the faith.  He absorbed the lessons of the faith at his 

mother’s knee.  And then the day came when he was confronted with the sort 

of choice that men and women of faith are called to make.  Let’s look at our 

lesson again: 

 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as 
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  He chose to be mistreated along with 
the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short 
time.  He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value 
than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his 
reward. 
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When Moses grew up a choice lay before him—a choice which would 

determine his destiny.  He would have to identify himself with the Hebrew 

slaves or he would have to identify himself with the Egyptian overlords.  He 

would have to throw his lot in with the people of Pharaoh or the people of 

God.  The choice was stark.  It was clear cut.  It was inevitable.  He would 

have to go one way or another.   

 Faith is always like that.  It demands both a “yes” and a “no.”  Now 

some people only want the “yes” part.  It doesn’t work that way.  John 

MacArthur tells a story about that.  He was on a plane going to a conference 

somewhere and struck up a conversation with the man sitting beside him.  

The man was a Hindu.  They began to speak of religious matters and 

MacArthur led the man to the Lord.  He spoke of sin and grace and 

forgiveness and repentance and how the estrangement between God and man 

is overcome through Christ.  The man wanted to accept Christ as his Lord 

and Saviour right there.  He said to MacArthur, “I am so happy to have Jesus 

as my Lord, along with all my other gods.  He is a wonderful and blessed 

addition.”  MacArthur, of course, had to tell the man it didn’t work that way.  

He could have Jesus as his Lord only if he renounced all other gods, for the 

living God is a jealous God who will not share his glory with another.  At 
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this the man’s face fell, for he was not willing to say “no” to his other gods 

so he could say “yes” to the Lord. 

 Let’s look at some of the things Moses had to leave behind—that he 

had to say “no” to.  First, Moses “refused to be known as the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter.”  Think of it this way: He had been aligned to a royal 

house in an age and place when to be royal meant to be divine.  He was 

casting aside phenomenal power and reputation.  Second, he refused to 

“enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.”  He turned away from the 

myriad of worldly pleasures have always been available to persons in high 

places and which were part and parcel of Pharaoh’s court.  Third, he rejected 

the treasures of Egypt.  He could have been one of the richest men on earth

—wealth we can scarcely imagine.  He decided he wanted none of it.  Moses 

said “no” to all those things to which the world so heartily aspires.   

 That is what Moses said “no” to.  But what did Moses say “yes” to?  

He said “yes” to mistreatment and disgrace.  Charles Spurgeon put it this 

way: 

 O Moses, if you needs must join with Israel there is no present 
reward for you; you have nothing to gain but all to lose; you must do 
it out of pure principle, out of love to God, out of a full persuasion of 
the truth, for the tribes have no honour or wealth to bestow.  You will 
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receive affliction, and that is all.  You will be called a fool, and people 
will think they have good reason for so doing. 

It’s a strange sort of advertisement for Christianity, isn’t it?  Sometimes 

people try to evangelize by promising that the Christian life is a life of ease

—of health and wealth.  Not so Moses.  He presents a truer picture.  To be a 

Christian you must give up the world and embrace a cross.   

 Why would anyone do that?  Look at the life of Jesus and you see a 

life of tribulation.  Listen to the words of Jesus and you will hear him say, 

“A student is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master…. If the 

head of the house has been called Beelzebub, how much more the members 

of his household!” (Matthew 10:24, 25).  They called Jesus a devil; they will 

call you a devil too.  Why would anybody embrace this sort of hardship and 

slander?   Because faith declares that the Lord and the Lord alone has a 

peace and contentment which the world cannot give and the world cannot 

take away.  Because faith declares that present worldly losses are 

compensated with present spiritual peace and future blessings that can never 

be lost and will never fade away.  Because faith declares that honour lost 

with men means honour gained with God.  Faith reckons that disgrace for 

the sake of Christ is better than all the treasures of Egypt.   
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 Moses lost honour with men—but what happened?  Instead of being a 

dusty mummy in the basement of the British Museum his name is found in 

Hebrews 11—the hall of God’s own beloved heroes.  Moses gave up the 

pleasures of sin, but in doing so lost nothing.  J. C. Ryle put it this way: 

 Faith told Moses that worldly pleasures were “pleasures of sin.”  
They were mingled with sin; they led on to sin; they were ruinous to 
the soul and displeasing to God.  It would be small comfort to have 
pleasure while God was against him.  Better to suffer and obey God 
than be at ease and sin. 

Moses forfeited the vast treasures of Egypt—but those riches were 

temporary and fading away and not to be compared with the surpassing 

riches of knowing Jesus Christ.  God’s riches are spiritual and eternal.  They 

never fail to satisfy.  They never wear out.  God’s children can never tire of 

them.  Yes, Moses looked like a fool in the eyes of the world but in giving up 

the world’s riches he gained a crown of glory that cannot fade away.  I like 

the way Paul puts it in Romans 8:18: “I consider that our present sufferings 

are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”   

 Here is J. C. Ryle again, summing things up for us: 

 Faith told Moses that affliction and suffering were not real 
evils.  They were the school of God in which he trains the children of 
grace and glory; the medicines which are needful to purify our corrupt 
wills; the furnace which must burn away dross; the knife which must 
cut away the ties that bind us to the world. 
 Marvel not that he refused greatness, riches and pleasure.  He 
looked forward.  He saw with the eye of faith kingdoms crumbling 
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into dust, riches making to themselves wings and fleeing away, 
pleasures leading to death and judgement and Christ only and his little 
flock enduring forever.  He saw with the eye of faith affliction lasting 
but a moment, reproach rolled away, and ending in everlasting honour, 
and the despised people of God reigning as kings with Christ in his 
glory.   

 Let me add two more things.  Remember them when you are faced 

with faith’s choice and are looking at a broad road and a narrow way and are 

tempted to travel in the wrong direction.  When Moses chose to be 

mistreated he chose to be “mistreated with the people of God.”  He was not 

alone, but stood within the fellowship of believers.  And second, when he 

chose disgrace he did so “for the sake of Christ.”  With the people of God 

and for the sake of Christ: Those things make all the difference in the world.  

What a blessing and encouragement we have from the cloud of witnesses, 

past and present, that surround us and show by their faith and example the 

joy of the Lord in the middle of trials.  What a blessing and encouragement 

we have from the presence of the Lord, for if we have him we have 

everything we need.   

 Beloved, there are choices we are faced with every day.  Am I 

honouring God or betraying him?  Am I compromising with sin or am I 

restraining it?  Am I serving my fellow man or am I exploiting him?  Am I 
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being a witness for Christ or am I being a witness for the world?  Is my heart 

here, with earthly things, or is it in heaven with Christ?  Let Moses be an 

encouragement to you here.  He gave no half-hearted allegiance or faint 

commitment.  He didn’t look back.  He didn’t prove himself to be double-

minded.  He endured reproach, disgrace and hardship all for the sake of 

Christ and his people and he was blessed beyond measure with riches that 

will endure throughout endless ages.  God give us grace to offer our hearts 

and lives to the Lord Jesus in that same way.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.
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