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Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 11:27-29
Sermon: Moses Grows in Faith

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

We met Moses last week and found that by faith his parents
understood that he was a child with a special destiny—that he would be the
instrument through which God would deliver his people from the slave pens
of Pharaoh. His found out that his parents taught him the truths of God
faithfully not only with their words but by their example: they lived with
integrity before God and man. And we saw that when the time came Moses
exercised the faith by rejecting fame, power and worldly treasures and
opting instead for mistreatment and disgrace with God’s people and for the
sake of Christ. I read this description of Moses last week:
Bred in a palace, he espoused the cause of the people; nursed in
the lap of luxury, he embraced adversity; reared in the school of
despots, he became the champion of liberty; long associated with
oppressors, he took the side of the oppressed; educated as her son, he
forfeited the favour of a princess to maintain the rights of the poor;
with a crown in prospect, he had the magnanimity to choose a cross;
and for the sake of his God and Israel, abandoned ease, refinement,
luxuries and the highest earthly honours to be a houseless wanderer.
That’s quite the resume.

But while he acquired the faith early on in his life it took some time
for him to mature into the leader and instrument of deliverance God needed
him to be. He had some growing to do. There is an incident recorded in
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Genesis 2:11-15 that illustrates this. One day, when he was some forty years
of age and something full of himself, he saw an Egyptian overseer beating a
Hebrew slave. He took matters into his own hands.
Glancing this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the
Egyptian and hid him in the sand. The next day he went out and saw
two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the wrong, “Why are you
hitting your fellow Hebrew?”
The man said, “Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are
you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?” Then Moses
was afraid and though, “What I did must have become known.”
Moses thought he was ready to deliver his people. He thought he was smart
enough. He thought he was strong enough and charismatic enough. He
thought the people would recognize him as the deliverer God had sent to
bring them out of Egypt. He was the right man, but it was the wrong time.
Peter Lewis said this:
Moses had to learn to be a servant not a master, a prophet not a
prince, the friend of God, not of Pharaoh. And so God stripped him of
his advantages and began his apprenticeship in spiritual leadership.
Moses spent his first forty years becoming a somebody, then his
second forty in becoming a nobody and then God could use him… It
was an apprenticeship of faith.

Let’s turn to our lesson. It begins, “By faith he left Egypt, not fearing
the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.” Now
right off the bat there seems to be a problem. Our author tells us that Moses
left Egypt unafraid, while the account of his leaving in Genesis 2—an
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account written by Moses himself—seems to indicate he left fearing for his
life because of the murder he had committed. Now there are two
possibilities. It may be that Moses was afraid initially, but by faith overcame
his fear before leaving Egypt for the Midian desert. The second possibility,
and the one I favour, is that our lesson here refers to the second time Moses
left Egypt—the time he left with the Israelites and the wealth of Egypt to
make his way to the borders of the Promised Land. I think the author of
Hebrews shows us Moses in two different periods—one when he makes a
decision for faith and the second when, after maturing in the desert for forty
years, he exercises the faith by confronting Pharaoh, encouraging his people
and leading them from Egypt through the Red Sea to freedom. The mature
faith of Moses cast out fear because, not seeking to do things in his own
strength, he cast himself fully upon “him who is invisible,” the Lord God
Almighty.

Now think of the people who received this letter. They were a small
congregation of Jewish believers in Rome. They were facing growing
persecutions at the hands of Caesar—a Roman Pharaoh. They were being
tempted to renounce Christ so they might dwell in what the world calls
peace and safety. And our author is telling them that the challenges that are
making them fearful need to be met head on by the exercise of a persevering
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faith that sees the Lord even though he is invisible. He is saying to them,
“Take God into account when trials come. Remember who he is. He is
sovereign. He is wise. He is good. He is almighty. He is a loving heavenly
Father. Nothing comes to you except that it has first passed through the
hands of this loving God. Remember who he is and remember what he has
done:
Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom
of God? Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor
idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders
nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers
will inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were.
But you were washed. You were sanctified. You were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.
That’s what God has done and that is what he has done for you at the cost of
the blood of his own dear Son. So stand firm and do not let yourself be
moved. Think of David, when he was but a youth and had to face the giant
Goliath. He said, “You come to me with a sword and a spear and a javelin,
but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts” (I Samuel 17:45). Think
of Daniel’s three friends in the fiery furnace. They saw the Lord, visible
through faith but invisible through the eyes of the world. Invisible, at least,
until God revealed himself to the king who exclaimed, “Look! I see four
men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks
like a son of the gods” (Daniel 3:25). Heed the words of the Apostle Paul in
II Corinthians 5:7, where he writes, “Walk by faith, not by sight.”
5

Let’s look at our next verse. It says, “By faith he kept the Passover
and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the firstborn would not
touch the firstborn of Israel.” This takes us back to Exodus chapters 4
through 10. It is here we find Moses confronting Pharaoh and commanding
him to let the Israelites go so they might worship the Lord in the desert.
Pharaoh hardened his heart and refused to heed the word of the Lord, and so
a terrible battle ensued. Now we need to be clear. The battle that took place
wasn’t a political battle between Moses and Pharaoh; it was much bigger
than that. It was a battle between the God of Moses and the gods of Pharaoh
and each of the ten plagues that were visited upon Egypt were designed to
mock and disgrace their gods. Hapi was the god of the Nile; the living God
turned the Nile to blood. Hekht was the frog god of Egypt. By the hand of
the living God dead frogs covered the land in stinking piles. Amen Ra was
the sun god of Egypt. God sent a darkness upon the land so thick that you
couldn’t see your hand in front of your face and no light could penetrate the
gloom. When Egyptian priests performed their rituals they had to be
immaculate and clean; God sent lice and boils so they couldn’t appear before
their gods in worship.
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The tenth and final plague was the passing of the angel of death
through the country to take the firstborn. It is described in Exodus 11:
So Moses said, “this is what the Lord says: ‘About midnight I
will go throughout Egypt. Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from
the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the throne, to the firstborn
son of the salve girl, who is at her hand mill and all the firstborn of the
cattle as well. There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse
than there has ever been or ever will be again.
Now notice this. God does not say he will take the firstborn of Egypt and
spare the firstborn of Israel. He simply says he will take the firstborn. Both
Egyptians and Israelites are guilty in the eyes of the Lord. They have all
fallen short of the glory of God and incurred bloodguilt. So why weren’t the
Israelite firstborn slain that night? Because God made a provision for those
who were guilty by which they could escape condemnation—by which the
angel of death would pass over their homes and families. The people were
to take a lamb, strong, healthy and without blemish and kill it. They were to
take its blood and paint it on the doorposts and lintels of their houses. Any
firstborn—Hebrew or Egyptian—sheltering in a house so marked would be
safe.

A house marked by blood—that is a picture of the church. The church
is a place where people have been delivered from the sting of death and the
power of the grave through the blood of Jesus Christ. Those Passover lambs
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pointed to the Lamb of God whose blood would truly cleanse sinners from
every stain and blemish. Philip Hughes writes,
As the Passover lamb was required to be perfect and
unblemished and its sacrifice was the moment of the people’s moving
from bondage to liberty, so Christ is the fulfillment of all that was
symbolized by this event: he is the Lamb of God (John 1:29, 36)
whose precious, redeeming blood is “like that of a lamb without
blemish or spot” (I Peter 1:19) and who through his death has
destroyed the power of the devil, our spiritual Pharaoh, and delivered
us from lifelong bondage (Hebrews 2:14).
It is faith which lays hold of Christ as the Lamb of God to remove our sins
and preserve us against the coming of God’s sure and holy wrath. Some
1,700 years ago John Crysostom put it this way:
If the blood of a lamb then preserved the Jews unhurt in the
midst of the Egyptians and in the presence of so great a destruction,
much more will the blood of Christ save us, for whom it has been
sprinkled not on our doorposts but on our souls. For even now the
destroyer is still moving around in the depths of night; but let us be
armed with Christ’s sacrifice since God has brought us out from
Egypt, from darkness and idolatry.
It was this that Moses laid hold of by faith. Our author is telling the Jewish
believers in Rome that should they fall back to Moses from Christ they
would be abandoning that very thing through which Moses himself had been
saved—his faith in the atoning work of the promised Messiah.
Let’s return to our lesson and read the last verse. “By faith the people
passed trough the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do
so, they were drowned” (v.29). After the plague upon the firstborn Pharaoh
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and the Egyptians insisted on Israel’s immediate departure from their
country. They even supplied their former slaves with vast amounts of
treasures—the wealth of Egypt. You can think of it as 400 years of back
pay. But while Pharaoh had declared they were free to go, he soon changed
his mind. He went after them with his vast army of horsemen, chariots and
infantry, intent on destroying the Israelites once and for all. He caught up
with them at the Red Sea.

The situation for Israel was dire. On one side was an ocean; on the
other side was an army. The people grew faint of heart and panicked. Their
reaction is described in Exodus 14:10:
As Pharaoh approached, the Israelites looked up, and there were
the Egyptians, marching after them. They were terrified and cried out
to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there were not
graves in Egypt that you brought us to the desert to die? What have
you done to us by bringing us out of Egypt? Didn’t we say to you in
Egypt, ‘Leave us alone; let us serve the Egyptians’? It would have
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the desert!”
I wonder if the Jewish believers in Rome were being tempted to think along
those lines. I wonder if any of you have ever been tempted to think along
those lines. You are at work. It is a good job. It is satisfying and it pays the
bills and supports your family. But your boss wants you to do something
shady and you know if you resist you will have to leave—and you will be
facing a grim job market. It seems that God has put you between a rock and
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a hard place. What do you do? Maybe you are having difficulties in your
marriage. It’s a tough spell and you seem to be all alone. You are tempted
to leave or to find somebody who can really be your soul mate. What do
you do? When face with a situation from which there seemed to be no
escape Moses stepped out in faith by remembering who God is and what
God had done and what God had promised. He said to the Israelites that
day,
Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance
the Lord will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will
never see again. The Lord will fight for you; you need only to be
still.”
Faith means obeying God—standing firm and trusting he will carry the fight
and deliver you from your enemies. Moses hadn’t understood that the first
time he tried to free his people some forty years earlier; he understood it as
he stood on the shore of the Red Sea.

And so it was that the people that day walked through the sea as if on
dry land. Not even their shoes got wet. The crossing of the Red Sea is an
earthly picture of a spiritual reality; it is a picture of salvation by grace
through faith. First of all, God made a way of escape from the fury of his
wrath. The way for us is not through the sea, but through Jesus, who is the
way, the truth and the life. The people stepped out in faith. Had they stayed
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on the shore they would have perished. But theirs was a working faith and
by the thousands they walked between the walls of water to get to the other
side. Our faith is to be a working faith too. As James reminded us not too
long ago, “as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is
dead” (2:26). Moses raised his staff and the waters parted to open the way
of deliverance. Jesus was lifted up on a cross to open the way to our
salvation.

Let me close by making a couple of points about Moses as a leader.
First of all, the key to the leadership of Moses was his faith. He had it and
he inspired and instilled it in others. He knew the truth of God and he lived
the truth of God. We see these same elements in the Apostle Paul and in his
young protégé Timothy. Listen to Paul’s instructions to Timothy in his First
Letter, 4:9 and following:
This is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance (and
for this we labour and strive), that we have put our hope in the living
God, who is the Saviour of all men, and especially of those who
believe. [Paul here holds up the gospel—the great treasure of
salvation by grace alone through faith alone.]
Command and teach these things. Don’t let anyone look down
you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in
speech, in life, in love, in faith and in purity. Do not neglect your gift,
which was given you through a prophetic message when the body of
elders laid their hands on you. [Set an example by what you say and
what you do, making sure to strive for holiness of life.]
Be diligent in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, so
that everyone may see your progress. Watch your life and doctrine
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closely. Persevere in them, because if you do you will save both
yourself and your hearers. [Watch your life and doctrine—what you
do and say—and persevere in them, turning neither to the left nor to
the right, for that is the way of salvation and blessing.]
Moses was a man who watched his life and his doctrine so that the one did
not contradict the other. He made the truths of God plain in what he taught
and how he lived.

Our lesson today is a very humbling one, for we are called to walk in
the same faithfulness as Moses, whether we are leaders in the church,
leaders in our homes, leaders at work or foot soldiers of Jesus Christ. We
are to watch closely what we say and do so as not to contradict the teaching
of the Lord or cause others to stumble and fall away from the path of life.
Who among us is up to so important a task? The blessed thing about being
humbled is it forces us to look to Christ who alone has the resources we need
to walk before him in obedience and faith.

My last word is this. Notice how faith served as an antidote to fear.
Unbelief fears the king, cringes before earthly powers, shrinks back from
trials and difficulties and caves in to pressures, opposition, temptations and
dangers. Faith, however, fears the Lord and nothing else. Moses’ parents
were not afraid of Pharaoh because they were people of faith. Moses, by
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faith, overcame his fear and was able to do great things. By faith we are to
do the same. By faith we are to see him who is invisible; we are to be
certain of what we do not see; and we are to walk with confidence, boldness
and meekness through this world to the next. In a little while we will come
to Hebrews 13. As our author concludes his letter he quotes Psalm 118 to
bless and encourage his flock. He says with confidence, “The Lord is my
helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” Let that word be
written upon your hearts so that you believe it deep down in your bones and
so that you walk accordingly, day by day. Say in your hearts, “The Lord is
my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?” In Christ’s name.
AMEN.
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