Faith Reformed Church
Stevensville, Ontario
January 25, 2009
Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 11:30
Sermon: Joshua

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

For the last two weeks we have been considering Moses—his call to
faith and his growth and maturity in the faith that made him a blessed and
effective instrument in the hands of the Lord. This week we are going to
take a look at Joshua, the man who filled Moses’ very considerable shoes. I
hadn’t planned it this way originally, but we will be taking a look at Joshua
next week too. This is why: In our lesson today our author says, “By faith
the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them for seven
days.” Because of that, I first thought that the battle of Jericho would be the
natural place to begin. As I worked on the sermon, however, it became clear
that I would have to start, not with the battle, but with the man. Who was
Joshua and how did he come to exercise such an extraordinary faith—a faith
that could cause massive walls to crumble? So that is what we will do this
morning. We will take a quick look at Joshua. Next week we will get to
Jericho.

Who was Joshua? Joshua was one of the Israelite slaves who crossed
the Red Sea with Moses. We first hear of him in connection with an attack
by the Amalekites. The Amalekites were a desert tribe who were given to
attacking Israelite stragglers as they made their way through the desert—
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they targeted women, children, the elderly and the sick—those who couldn’t
keep up and those who couldn’t defend themselves. After a number of
successes they got bold and attacked the Israelites en masse at a place called
Rephidim. Moses gave Joshua command of the Israelite forces. Joshua
counter-attacked. As the battle raged Moses looked on from a height. When
he lifted his hands, the battle went well. When his hands fell, the Amalekites
would gain the advantage. With Aaron and Hur standing beside Moses and
holding up his hands, Joshua was able to gain the victory. Shortly thereafter
Joshua became Moses’ aid.

Joshua was with Moses when he went up Mount Sinai, though he
didn’t go all the way to the top with him. He was with Moses when Moses
returned to the camp to find the people had made a golden calf. He was
called upon to spy out the Promised Land with eleven other spies and, as you
remember, only he and Caleb were faithful to urge Israel to enter the land to
possess it; the other ten spies thought the natives of Canaan were too strong.
And when Moses fell into sin so that he could not enter the Promised Land,
Joshua was designated as the Israelite leader who would be privileged to
lead his people into Canaan and establish them in the land.
As the Book of Joshua opens, this is the situation. Moses has died in
the desert, God having promised that he would not cross the Jordan to enter
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into the Promised Land. Joshua has taken over; it will be his job to lead his
people into Canaan and to settle them in the land. The Lord has given his
marching orders:
Now then, you and all these people get ready to cross the
Jordan River into the land I am about to give them—to the Israelites.
I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised
Moses.
Now I want you to think of this. Moses was a tough act to follow and very
often people who follow particularly prominent or important figures get lost
in the shuffle. Who was the president after Abraham Lincoln? Who was the
Prime Minister after Winston Churchill? Perhaps that’s why Joshua is the
first book in the Bible named after its main character. Think about this:
None of the first five books of the Bible carries a proper name, though they
deal with some of the greatest characters in history: Adam, Noah, Abraham,
Joseph, Moses and others. So that Joshua does not get lost in the shadow of
Moses, the book takes his name. You can think of it as God saying, “Have
you considered my servant Joshua? He was extraordinary. He was faithful
and hardworking. He was given over entirely to my service. You should
learn from his story.”

There is a very important lesson to be learned from Joshua. We find it
when we turn to Joshua 1:6-9. This is what God says.
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Be strong and courageous, because you will lead these people
to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them. Be strong
and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my servant
Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that
you may be successful wherever you go. Do not let this Book of
the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so
that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you
will be prosperous and successful. Have I not commanded you? Be
strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for
the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.
In the days of the patriarchs, during the time of the first five books of the
Bible, God spoke directly to Abraham. He also spoke directly to Moses, up
on the mountain. His fellowship with Moses was so intimate that in
Deuteronomy it says, “Since then, no prophet has risen in Israel like Moses,
whom the Lord knew face to face…” Now it is true that the Lord speaks
directly to Joshua in our lesson today. He will later appear to Joshua as the
commander of the army of the Lord. You will find that encounter in chapter
five. It is also true that specific revelations were given to Joshua for the
conducting of the war. But now, for the very first time, we find that Joshua
and the people of God are commanded to live by obedience to the written
Word of God and not in the hope of some sort of direct, special revelation.
Joshua is commanded to hold fast to the Book of the Law, the first five
books of the Bible, books written by Moses himself through the inspiration
of the Holy Spirit. It is there he and subsequent generations of the faithful
will find their help, strength and guidance. That holds true for us too. We
5

are not to expect some divine voice to speak to us from the clouds; the
divine voice has already spoken to us in the Bible. And what he has said is
full, complete and entirely sufficient for our salvation. Nothing needs to be
added; nothing ought to be taken away.

Now the Book of the Law that Joshua was to cling to was not for him
to hold on to physically, as if it were some sort of magic talisman. He was
not to think that it would ward off evil in the same way some people
foolishly think a crucifix can. Joshua was not to hold on to the Bible in a
superficial and superstitious way. Instead, Joshua was to hold fast to the
Law in a personal sense. This is what I mean. First of all he was to read it
and study it. If it was to be his guide, he would need to know just what it
said. And so the first five books of the Bible were not laid up in the Ark of
the Covenant as a relic to be looked at from time to time but never touched.
On the contrary, Joshua would have to get the book out on a regular basis or
make a copy he could hold and read and study as he worked to bring his
mind into conformity with the will of God as revealed in Scripture.
Second, Joshua was to talk about God’s word. The command to
Joshua was, “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth.”
Joshua was commanded to speak of the Bible often—in his everyday
conversations with his family, his friends, his soldiers, his fellow Israelites.
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He was not to be a secret follower of the Lord; he was to let people know
where he stood and, more importantly, with whom he stood.

Third, Joshua was to meditate on God’s word. Meditation on the
Word is more than knowing it or talking about it. Meditation means to think
about the Word of God in such a way that we begin to see how the Word
must be applied in our lives. It means to ponder and treasure God’s Word in
our heart to such an extent that we begin to think as Christians. It becomes a
part of our character. Let me illustrate it this way. You know how a
pessimist thinks. He is relentlessly negative. No matter what happens, he
says to himself, “This is going to turn out badly.” That particular way of
thinking has become a part of his character. You know how an optimist
thinks. No matter what happens he says to himself, “This is going to turn
out well.” That particular way of thinking had become a part of his
character. A Christian doesn’t think like a pessimist or like an optimist. A
Christian thinks like a Christian. And so, for example, when something bad
happens he thinks, “God is good. God is in charge. God has his reasons. I
will bow myself down before the Lord and wait for things to be made clear.
I know what God is like and what he has done, so I can trust him fully.”
When something good happens, he thinks, “God is good and merciful. He
has sent me blessings from heaven and a season of refreshment. What a
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mighty God we serve!” That God-centered Christian way of thinking comes
from consistent, daily meditation on the Word.

Fourth, Joshua was called to obey God’s Word in its entirety. God
said to him, “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law
my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left….
Be careful to do everything written in it.” Our reading of the Bible is not an
academic exercise. We read the Bible to learn God’s will and to obey it, for
obedience to God and love for God are the same thing. John, the beloved
disciple, put it this way in I John 5:3: “This is love for God: to obey his
commands.”

Let me make the obvious application. Because we are in the same
position as Joshua—we have the Word of God written down—it is
incumbent upon us to know how to get the most out of our Bibles. We need
to know how to read them to our profit. Let me give you some guidance on
how to read your Bibles. These suggestions are not given in order of
importance and one way or another they are all interconnected. I pray they
might be a blessing to you and work to exalt the precious name of the Lord
Jesus.
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First, read the Bible thoughtfully. We are to love God with our minds.
We are to display the mind that was in Christ Jesus. We cannot do that
without using our minds in reading and thinking through God’s word, what
it means and what it means to our particular situation. You can help yourself
think through the meaning of a passage if you make a few brief notes.
Writing things down can make things clearer. It can also help you review
and retain what you read previously.

Second, read the Bible prayerfully. Before, during and after reading
God’s Word we should ask God to make our reading of the Bible real and
personal to us through his Holy Spirit and to use it to produce a renewed
spiritual life within us—a life of increasing honour to God that is more and
more like Christ each day. When you read his book, don’t just open your
mind—open your heart to him as well.
Third, read the Bible regularly. First, read it each day by setting apart
a time that suits you. Many read the Bible the first thing in the morning.
Some read it each evening before bed. Others find that there is a time in the
day when it suits them best. It doesn’t much matter when you read, as long
as you establish a meaningful, unhurried and regular time each day to read
the Word and pray. But second, reading the Bible regularly means reading
the Bible in a pattern, rather than randomly. Don’t pick up a Bible, open it
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randomly and begin there, only to do the same thing the next day. See to it
that you read the whole Bible. Read from the gospels. Read from the
epistles. Read from the New Testament and the Old Testament; don’t
neglect the Law, the prophets and the writings. There are many plans or
outlines you can use that will help you to read through the whole Bible in a
year or two. Make sure you do this in addition to going over your favorite
passages.

Fourth, read the Bible trustingly. When we come to the Bible we are
not dealing with just a great book, though it is that. We are not dealing with
just adventure or intrigue, though there is plenty of that too. We are not
dealing with just history, though no other history book is more accurate or
relevant. Above everything else, the Bible reveals to us who God is—what
he is like and what he has done. And it reveals to us who we are—our
deepest misery and need and the way of our salvation. It reveals to us that
our God is entirely trustworthy, faithful and loving. Above all it reveals the
person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, who was promised to us in the
Old Testament, who came to us in the New Testament and who has promised
to come to us again at the end of all days, to rule as King of kings and Lord
of lords. As we read trusting that the Bible is the written Word of God, our
trust that Jesus is the living Word of God will grow.
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Fifth, read the Bible enthusiastically. Just as a hungry person delights
to sit down at a meal that is delicious and nutritious, so the Christian,
spiritually hungry for the bread of the Word of God, delights to feast upon
the Bible. Just as a husband away from his wife longs to receive a letter
from her, and will sit down and reads it over and over again when it arrives,
so the Christian needs to delight in the love letter the Lord God has written
to him. We need to pray that the Lord would give us a constant and holy
enthusiasm to meet him in the pages of Scripture.

Sixth, read the Bible faithfully. Beloved, sometimes it is easier to
read the Bible than others. Sometimes, when we are feeling well and strong,
we are able with relative ease to maintain our times of study and prayer. At
other times it is difficult. What’s the answer? Walk with God from day to
day. When feelings help us to read the Bible, pray, worship and fellowship
with one another, welcome them. When feelings are a hindrance, leave them
behind. Make a commitment to God now and every day that you will
remain faithful no matter how you feel, no matter what your circumstances.
Pray for his enabling grace and strength that you may remain faithful. When
you discipline yourself to walk faithfully in this way, your feelings will
eventually catch up with you again. A faithful wife can kiss her husband
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because she loves him. A faithful wife can also kiss her husband so that she
will begin to feel loving to him again. Kiss her husband and the feelings
will follow. Read your Bible, and the feelings will follow.

Seventh, read the Bible practically. Just as faith without works is
dead, so too is Bible reading, if its teachings are not applied to our lives.
You cannot be a man or woman of God without being a man or woman of
the Bible, but you can be a man or woman of the Bible without being a man
or woman of God. It is not enough to know what the Bible says. The devil
knows what the Bible says. We must be willing to obey the teachings of
Scripture and apply them to our daily living. Look back over the course of
the past several years. Ask yourself, “How has my life changed in that time
because of the lessons God has shown me in the Bible?” Have you retuned
to standards, principles and practices you once had but fell away from?
Have you come to a new understanding about something you did not
understand or realize before? Have you stopped doing some things and
begun to do others? Think about these areas: Home, work, entertainment
and leisure, money, possessions, the use of time, relationships. Are you
operating in these areas as you were several years ago or have you made
changes, for the better or otherwise. Have you let go of bitterness? Have
you forgiven? Have you gained a greater measure of gentleness and self12

control? These are all areas we need to ponder as we seek to take God’s
message to heart and apply it to our lives.

And eighth, read the Bible submissively. Read it with a reverent,
humble, teachable and devoted spirit. The Bible is the written Word of God.
What God says, the Bible says. Scripture teaches truth. It reproves sin and
error. It corrects behaviour. It trains in righteousness. It thoroughly equips
those who read it submissively for every good work. That is how Joshua
read the Book of the Law. His great secret was to read the Bible and obey it
quickly, cheerfully and completely. He made it his job to know the law of
God and to do it. James Boice made that point this way, writing,
In Deuteronomy 27 there are instructions for how the law was
to be read from Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim after the people had
entered and begun to possess the land. When Joshua got to that point
in the unfolding of God’s plan he did exactly that—to the tiniest
detail. Joshua did not try to second guess or improve on God’s
instructions. Moreover, when he reached the end of his life, this was
still his overriding concern, for he instructed his people with very
nearly the identical words God had originally given him: “Be very
strong; be careful to obey all that is written in the Book of the Law of
Moses, without turning aside to the right or to the left” (Josh. 23:6).
That is the spirit we are in need of today in the church of Christ. We need
people committed to knowing and understanding the Word of God, receiving
it humbly in their hearts and obeying it cheerfully with their lives. With that
attitude Joshua entered the Promised Land of Canaan; with that attitude we
13

will be able to enter a much greater Promised Land, one whose foundations
are not made with human hands but are eternal in the heavens. In Christ’s
name. AMEN.
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