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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Two weeks ago we looked at Joshua, the aide and apprentice of Moses 

who was anointed of God to lead Israel following the death of the great law 

giver and prophet.  It would be Joshua’s work to bring the children of Israel 

across the Jordan River into the Promised Land and to establish them there.  

Last week we considered God’s servant Rahab, the prostitute of Jericho.  

God had opened her heart to believe and she had, at great risk to herself and 

her family taken her stand for the cause of Israel and the Lord God.  

Through her working faith she was accounted righteous and delivered not 

only from the death and destruction that fell upon Jericho but, more 

importantly, from the wrath of God against sin.    In our lesson this morning 

we come to the fall of Jericho itself.  Our lesson puts in quite simply.  “By 

faith the walls of Jericho fell, after the people had marched around them 

seven days.”   

 There are, of course, many more details to the story.  Let me give you 

a bit of background.  Jericho was a heavily fortified city standing at the 

eastern entrance into Canaan a short distance from the western bank of the 

Jordan River.  Because of its strategic location along the central road that ran 

west into Canaan, it was an obstacle standing in the way of the Israelites’ 
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inheritance of the Promised Land.  It could not be bypassed because to do so 

would be to leave a dangerous and heavily armed enemy free to attack from 

the rear.  It had to be dealt with.   

 Had Joshua held a council of war we can imagine the sort of advice he 

might have received.  Some would say that the way to take a walled city like 

Jericho was to build a siege ramp.  That is how the Romans would take 

fortified cities more than a thousand years later.  They would pile up dirt and 

stones and rubble to construct a ramp so their soldiers could simply walk up 

to the top of the walls and invest the city.  The drawback to this strategy was 

that it took a very long time to accomplish.  Some would have advised 

Joshua to starve the people out.  They could surround the city and blockade 

it, allowing nothing out or in.  Eventually the supplies of food and water 

would have to run out and the people would open the gates to surrender.  

Various military forces use this technique to this very day.  

 Joshua, however, adopted neither of these counsels; in fact, he didn’t 

even seek them.  He was already in touch with the one who was the true 

strategist and commander of the Israelite forces and the angel armies of the 

Lord.  And he laid out the battle plan for Joshua.  Let’s look to our lesson 

from the Book of Joshua, chapter 6, picking things up at verse 1: 
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 Now Jericho was tightly shut up because of the Israelites.  No 
one went out and no one came in. 
 Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho 
into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men.  March 
around the city once with all the armed men.  Do this for six days.  
Have seven priests carry trumpets of rams’ horns in front of the ark.  
On the seventh day, march around the city seven times, with the 
priests blowing the trumpets.  When you hear them sound a long blast 
on the trumpets, have all the people give a loud shout; then the wall of 
the city will collapse and the people will go up, every man straight 
in.” 

From a human point of view, it was not much of a plan.  In fact, from a 

human point of view it seemed useless.  High walls do not usually fall down 

at the sound of marching feet and cities aren’t won by blowing trumpets.  

Yet in this case, that is exactly what happened.  The people followed the 

command of the Lord.  Each day for six days they walked around the city in 

silence.  On the seventh day they repeated this seemingly futile effort seven 

times.  Then, on the last go round on the seventh day, when the city was 

entirely surrounded by the Jewish army, Joshua commanded the people to 

shout and when the trumpets sounded and the people yelled, the city walls 

came tumbling down.  Jericho was destroyed as God had promised and in 

accordance with his command to Joshua.  Only Rahab and her family were 

spared, for she had saved the two spies who had scouted out the territory 

earlier.   
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 As we consider this account, one of the first things to think about is 

the preparation that came before the shout of victory and the falling of the 

city walls.  Joshua had been preparing for this moment all during the forty 

years in the desert with Moses when he commanded the army of the 

Israelites and walked before the Lord in obedience.  The people were 

prepared after the Jordan River was crossed.  Memorial stones were laid in 

the River as God had commanded, to be a perpetual reminder to the people 

of God’s provision and care for them in his parting the waters of the Jordan.  

The people had been circumcised, a rite that had been neglected during their 

days wandering in the desert.  The Passover had been celebrated and God 

had been glorified and praised.  These things were a key to victory for they 

indicated that the hearts of the people had been made right with God—that 

their hearts had been made receptive to his blessings which were about to 

fall.  And then there were four more steps before the victory, four steps taken 

when the Israelites arrived at the gates of Jericho. 

 The first step in the preparation of the people was the command to 

march.  The soldiers were going to have to march around the city diligently.  

Now think of this.  The Lord has said, “See, I have delivered Jericho into 

your hands.”  Throughout the first five books of the Bible God repeatedly 

made promises regarding the people’s inheritance of the land.  We find them 
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over and over again.  But those promises were never designed to allow the 

Israelites to laze idly about doing nothing.  They had a job to do.   

 Beloved, God’s promises to us are not to lead us into inactivity.  Some 

have said, “I do not have to witness to the Lord.  I do not have to teach even 

my own children the ways of Christ.  If they are elect they will be saved 

without any effort of mine; if they are not elect, they won’t be saved and it 

will be through no fault of mine either.”  That is a wicked and perverse way 

of looking at things.  It is because God is at work in us that we can work out 

our salvation in fear and trembling.  It is because God has some in this town 

that we can have the confidence to preach and witness and to call people to 

faith in Christ.  Here is the principle: God always gives real faith something 

to do.  You are not saved for idleness but for work in the Lord’s vineyard.  If 

you are a soldier of Christ, God has some marching for you.   

 The second step in the preparation for victory was the command to 

keep silent.  They were to be utterly quiet as they encircled the doomed city.  

Their lips were not to utter a single word.  Joshua’s order is recorded in 

verse 10: “Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word 

until the day I tell you to shout.  Then shout!”  It must have been a very 

difficult thing to do.  Think of it.  It’s hard to imagine any large group of 
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people moving anywhere without a noisy hum at the very least.  Even when 

a group is not moving but standing still, like in the church hall at coffee 

time, you almost have to shout to be heard above the din.  But here at 

Jericho was an army numbering in the hundreds of thousands.  They had to 

get in line.  They had to find a route around the city.  And they had to march 

and they had to do it in complete silence.  The walk of faith can be a difficult 

one.   

 And think of this.  As they walked around they must have been 

taunted by the inhabitants of Jericho.  After the people inside the city got 

over the shock of seeing so many men they must have been puzzled at their 

strategy and then contemptuous.  “What do you think you are accomplishing 

by marching about like that?  Are you looking for an open door?  Are you 

afraid to fight?  Why don’t you try to get in?  We’ll show you how a city 

should be defended if you ever work up the guts to try!”  Under 

circumstances like that it must have been very difficult for the soldiers to 

keep quite.  This is what F. B. Meyer had to say about their silence. 

 That our voice should not be heard; that no word should 
proceed from our mouth; that we should utter our complaints to God 
alone—all this is foreign to our habits and taste.  As death is the last 
enemy to be destroyed in the universe of God, so is the restraint of the 
tongue the last lesson learned by his children.  We like to air our 
grievances; to talk over ailments; to compare ourselves with others; 
and to discuss the likeliest remedies.  We tell our friends our secrets 
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under strict promises of confidence, to discover with bitter experience 
the truth of the Master’s words, that what is told into the ear in closets 
will be proclaimed upon housetops.   
 It is only the still heart that can reflect the heaven of God’s 
overarching care, or detect the least whisper of his voice through its 
quiet atmosphere, or know his full grace and power. 

 What must the men of Israel have been thinking in their silence?  

Some may have been thinking that there would be no conquering of Jericho 

unless God were to deliver the city into their hands.  The city walls were 

high and the gates were strong and each time they circled the city they 

would have remarked in their minds on the impregnability of the place.  

Some may have been thinking that when the Lord fights it is best to stand 

back and let him, so that everyone will see that it is the Lord’s battle and the 

Lord’s victory that is being won.  Time and time again in Scripture we see 

that God’s glory is made manifest through the weakness of men so that man 

cannot boast except in the Lord.  Some may have been silently rejoicing in 

that truth.  But whatever they might have been thinking, they obeyed, and 

that takes us to the third step of preparation. 

 The third step of preparation for the Israelites was the step of 

obedience, for it is obedience that God most delights to honour.  God gave 

the command to march around the city in silence.  He explained it to Joshua 
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but not to the people.  They didn’t know what the plan was.  They only knew 

what was required of them.  And that which was required, they did.  Let me 

give you two examples of how seriously God takes obedience, one in which 

his commands are not obeyed and the other in which they are.  Saul was the 

first king of Israel.  God commanded him to destroy the Amalekites 

completely.  Saul didn’t do it.  Instead he saved some of the livestock in 

order to sacrifice it to the Lord.  The prophet Samuel had this to say to that 

king: 

Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
As much as in obeying the voice of the Lord? 

To obey is better than sacrifice, 
And to heed is better than the fat of rams. 

Contrast that disobedience with the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was honoured and 

exalted by the heavenly Father and given a name which is above every name 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth because he was obedient: “…

obedient to death—even death on a cross” (Phil 2:8).  The obedience of the 

Israelites before the walls of Jericho prepared them to experience the victory 

of the Lord. 

 The fourth step of preparation is closely related to the third step of 

obedience; in fact, we could say that they are identical; it is obedience over 

time, to the very end.  Now it is true that obedience that does not last over 
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time is not obedience at all, but I wanted to emphasize the requirement to 

persevere in obedience because it is one in which we frequently fall short.  

Now we see the Israelites’ obedience over time in this: Joshua did not tell 

the people how many times they were going to be required to circle the city 

or what precisely was going to happen at the end of their seven days of 

marching.  The people were given their instructions one day at a time and, at 

the end of the day, after completing their assignment, they were directed 

back to their camp.  And then nothing happened.  They had obeyed Joshua, 

who had been listening to God.  They had encircled the city in silence.  But 

when they returned to camp the walls were still standing, no one had 

surrendered and the Jewish armies seemed to be no closer to the conquest of 

Canaan than they had been the day before.  And so it was after the first day, 

and the second day, and the third day and the fourth day and the fifth day 

and the sixth day.  And so it was after six tours of the city on the seventh day 

as well. 

 There is a lesson here that we must learn if we are to be mature 

Christians.  There is no substitute for obedience to God in all particulars, 

right to the very end.  And when God does not act as quickly as we think he 

should or in the way that we think best, we are still not justified in pulling 

back or trying an alternative procedure.  A W. Pink said at this point, 
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“Seeming failure did not warrant them in adopting other measures; they 

must adhere strictly to the divine directions unto the end.”   

 I think that today’s evangelical church has fallen down in this regard.  

The Bible says that faith comes by hearing.  The message of the cross is not 

only foolishness to the world—the means of getting that word out through 

the preaching and hearing of it seems like foolishness to the world too.  And 

in the evangelical church too little emphasis has been placed on serious and 

devoted expositional preaching of the word of God.  We now have in the 

church dramas and dialogues and liturgical dances and performances on the 

“stage.”  A while ago I read a gem of a book by James White on the doctrine 

of justification.  It is entitled, The God Who Justifies.  After speaking of a 

world which denies the existence of God and of absolute truth and of moral 

laws which are to be obeyed by all people everywhere, he writes this: 

 What happens when Christians who have been deeply 
influenced by the world attempt to proclaim the gospel in a society 
bent upon denying God his place as Sovereign, Creator and Judge?  In 
many instances the specter of pragmatism arises: “Let’s find 
something that works and not worry about the details.”  And so a 
truncated gospel replaces the biblical one.  This new gospel fits with 
the culture: it does not speak of sin, since that implies a law against 
which man has sinned, and that leads inevitably to a lawgiver.  It does 
not speak of repentance for the same reasons.  Instead, it seeks out the 
felt needs of the culture and seeks to tailor a message that adapts.  
Wrath and anger do not blend, so they are jettisoned.  Love becomes 
preeminent, but not the love of the Bible, which involves holiness, 
obedience, self-sacrifice, and the like.  No, the mantra is that God 
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loves everyone just as they are, no strings attached.  Unlike a good 
parent whose love will seek the best for the child, God’s love is 
reduced to that of a grandparent who rarely even has contact with his 
grandchild but only showers him with gifts without any thought of his 
true and lasting welfare.   

 Here are two applications for us.  First, if you are a Christian then you 

are a soldier in the army of God and are engaged in a war where many 

enemy strongholds need to be conquered.  We are in a battle against the 

world, the flesh and the devil.  There are fortresses where wealth is 

worshiped, where abortion is celebrated and where believers are persecuted 

for speaking the truth.  There are temples were degradation is called 

“fulfillment,” where wickedness is approved and where a call for moral 

living is named “intolerance.”  These fortresses are surrounded by high walls 

and strong gates and mighty defenses.  They are manned by experienced and 

dedicated defenders.  What are we to do against such long standing outposts 

of the enemy?  The answer is that we are to assault them in the way that God 

has ordered us to assault them—by prayer, by the word of God and by the 

word of our testimony.   

 When we look at these enemies, we may be tempted to think that the 

weapons given us by the Lord are inadequate to the task.  We may be 
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tempted to pick up the weapons of the world.  But that would be a mistake.  

The apostle Paul wrote, “The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of 

the world.  On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish 

strongholds.”  And John says of the saints in the Book of Revelation, “They 

overcame [Satan] by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony.”  We need to listen to God and to obey to the end.  If he tells us 

that the key to victory is to be consistent in prayer, consistent in adherence to 

the word of God and bold and confident in our testimony of Jesus then we 

need to be consistent in prayer, consistent in adherence to the word of God 

and bold and confident in our testimony of Jesus.  When we obey 

persistently the walls of Satan’s strongholds will come tumbling down in 

God’s own time.   

 The second application is for those who are not Christians—for those 

who profess the faith but do not possess the faith or for those who make no 

profession at all.  If you are not a Christian you are still in arms against the 

Lord Jesus Christ, the rightful ruler of this world and everything that is in it.  

You are, spiritually speaking, in Jericho.  You have shut your heart against 

God.  You have manned the battlements of your life against him and even 

though you are trembling, you still refuse to repent of your sin and turn to 

God for cleansing.  It is utter folly.  How can you hope to stand against the 
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sovereign Lord of the entire universe?  You need to remember that the 

victory won by Joshua at Jericho was followed by the destruction of that 

entire city.  If you do not come to terms with God now, if you continue to 

hold out, you will perish in the final judgement and your doom will be just.  

Our lesson paints a picture of what will come to you in the day of God’s 

judgement.   

 In Psalm 2: 12 we hear this command: “Kiss the Son, lest he be angry 

and you be destroyed in your way.”  That is what Rahab did.  Our lesson 

says,  

 Then they burned the whole city and everything in it, but they 
put the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron into the 
treasury of the Lord’s house.  But Joshua spared Rahab the prostitute, 
with her family and all who belonged to her, because she hid the men 
Joshua had sent as spies to Jericho—and she lives among the Israelites 
to this day. 

Rahab was neither better nor worse than you, and she was saved.  Why 

shouldn’t her experience be yours too?  Turn to Christ in faith.  Repent of 

your sins.  Know the joy of forgiveness, of service in God’s kingdom and of 

everlasting life.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 
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