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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Joshua was called of the Lord to take his people into the Promised 

Land.  He had been a long time preparing for the task.  During his forty 

years as Moses’ aide time and time again he had been tested and approved as 

a workman who needed not to be ashamed.  Joshua’s apprenticeship in faith 

and service to the Lord under Moses served him well ands he was given 

leadership over Israel after Moses died.  Though he was no doubt awed and 

perhaps even a little bit frightened by the responsibility he faced, as we saw 

last week he had God’s blessing and he had the Book of the Law and so 

equipped he quickly made the necessary preparations to cross the Jordan 

River and enter into Canaan.   

 One of the first things he did was send two spies over the River.  Our 

lesson begins, “Then Joshua son of Nun secretly sent two spies from 

Shittim.  ‘Go; look over the land,’ he said, ‘especially Jericho.’”  It’s 

interesting that Joshua sent over two spies.  Some thirty-eight years earlier, 

when Moses sent twelve spies to infiltrate the land, only two returned with a 

faithful report urging the people to forge ahead and make the land their own.  

The other ten insisted that the Israelites were not strong enough to fight the 
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native Canaanites and win.  That Joshua chose two men as spies is perhaps 

symbolic of his not wanting a repetition of this earlier disaster.   

 But some have said as they pondered Joshua’s actions, “Why did he 

send any spies at all?  Why didn’t he just move into the land to conquer it?  

After all, he had God’s promise.  What more did he need?  And anyway, he 

already knew what was there from his own personal experience.  Not that 

much would have changed over the past thirty-eight years.  Wouldn’t 

marshalling his forces and immediately crossing the Jordan River have 

shown an even greater trust in the Lord?”  Beloved, although the Bible is 

silent on the subject, I think it is clear that Joshua sent the spies in obedience 

to the command of God.  Think of it this way: God knew Joshua didn’t need 

information about Jericho, but God knew he needed information about 

Rahab and the arrangements through which she and her family were to be 

saved when Jericho was conquered.   

 The situation is similar to the one found in John 4, where we are told 

that Jesus “had to go through Samaria.”  It was not that the Samaritan Road 

was the only road from Judea to Galilee; it wasn’t.  In fact, most often a 

different route was taken.  Jews tended to avoid the Samaritan Road because 

of the danger of becoming ritually unclean through contact with the 
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Samaritans.  He took that road because God had one of his elect children 

living in that city and, as Jesus taught, not one of his sheep shall ever perish.  

Jesus had to enter Samaria in order to save the Samaritan woman.  In the 

same way the two spies were sent into Jericho to save Rahab.  Alan Redpath 

puts it this way in his commentary on Joshua: 

 There was a soul to be saved, and until that soul was saved, the 
judgement of God was held back.  That is always God’s way in 
dealing with men.  One righteous man lived in the city of Sodom and 
God could do nothing until that man for whom he had purposed 
deliverance was out of the city.  One feeble, sinful, immoral woman 
had but to touch the hem of the garment of Jesus, and his progress 
toward Calvary was arrested that he might save her soul.  One poor, 
blind beggar cried from the roadside, “O Jesus, have mercy upon me,” 
and what all the people could not do, what the disciples could not do, 
because his face was set towards Jerusalem, the cry of a needy soul 
did—at his cry Jesus stood still.  It has always been the way of the 
Master—he is not willing that one should perish. 

 Now the spies didn’t know about Rahab when they were sent out, of 

course, any more than we know the outcome of events when we are sent on 

some errand for God.  But from the divine viewpoint, Rahab was the reason.  

God had been working in Rahab’s heart, leading her to true faith.  Now he 

was sending his messengers to confirm her faith and physically save her.  

And so the first character in the Book of Joshua, other than Joshua himself, 

is this woman and the first story is her story. 
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 Another way to say much the same thing is this: the first story in the 

Book of Joshua is a story of God’s mercy and not his wrath.  Joshua is a 

book of harsh conquests.  The people of the land were ripe for the judgement 

of God, for their sin had reached its full measure.  They had stored up wrath 

against the day of wrath and now that terrible day had come.  All through 

Joshua we see God commanding his people to utterly destroy the nations 

occupying the land in a judgement that has as its closest parallel the 

destruction of the people of the earth at the time of the great flood.  Yet even 

in a book that deals primarily with judgement we find the very first story is 

about the salvation of a harlot in Jericho. 

 It is a story not only of mercy but of great mercy, because Rahab has 

absolutely nothing going for her.  Think of her liabilities.  First of all, she 

was a Gentile.  Now it is true that throughout the history of the Old 

Testament God reached out to save certain representatives of the Gentile 

peoples.  Ruth was a woman of Moab.  Namaan was a Syrian.  Still, as Jesus 

would later say, “Salvation is of the Jews.”  Paul put it this way in Romans 

when pondering the question, “What advantage, then, is there in being a 

Jew?”  He answered, “Much in every way!  First of all, they have been 

entrusted with the very words of God” (Rom. 3:1-2).  Later on in the same 

letter he would write, “Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, 
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the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises.  

Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of 

Christ” (Rom. 9:4-5).  Not all of those blessings belonged to Israel at the 

time of the conquest of Canaan, but most of them did and—this is the point

—it was Israel that possessed them.  Rahab had none of these things.  She 

was a Gentile and so a foreigner “to the covenants of the promises, without 

hope and without God in the world” (Eph. 2:12). 

 Rahab’s second liability was that she was an Amorite.  The Amorites 

were one of many people in the land at the time.  Others were the Kenites, 

Kenizzites, Kadmonites, Hittites, Perizzites, Rephaites, Canaanites, 

Girgashites and Jebusites.  But among all these people who were about to be 

destroyed for their wickedness, the Amorites were the worst.  They were a 

corrupt and vile people who, in their depraved religious rites, went so far as 

to sacrifice their own children.  They would throw living babies on to 

burning fires. 

 Third, Rahab was a prostitute.  Now there are some commentators 

who try to downplay that aspect of her life.  Some say that because it seems 

she had come to believe in the true God before the spies arrived, she must 

have reformed from her earlier way of life.  A. W. Pink argues that the flax 
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on her roof suggests she was engaged in a moral occupation, because 

Proverbs 31 states that a virtuous wife is said to work wool and flax in eager 

hands.  The fact of the matter is, however, that the Bible describes her as a 

prostitute and it seems it was for that very reason the spies went to her.  It’s 

not that they were interested in immoral dealings—it’s that two strangers 

could go to a brothel without having to deal with embarrassing questions.  It 

was good cover for them.  And more, when the king heard that spies had 

gone to Rahab and sent soldiers to have them arrested, he accepted it as 

normal that men would go to her and then leave as quickly as they had 

arrived.  There is no doubt she was a prostitute, just as the Samaritan woman 

was also sexually immoral.  It is simply that the grace of God reached out to 

touch and bless such a one.  It is not the righteous, but sinners that Jesus has 

come to redeem. 

 But for all her tremendous liabilities—a Gentile, an Amorite, a 

prostitute—Rahab had one blessed thing going for her.  She had heard about 

the God of Israel and, as a result, she believed in him.  As Paul tells us in 

Romans, “faith comes from hearing the message” (Rom. 10:17).  Rahab had 

heard the message.  Listen to her testimony: 

 Before the spies lay down for the night, she went up on the roof 
and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given this land to you and 
that a great fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this 

 7



country are melting in fear because of you.  We have heard how the 
Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of 
Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 
Amorites east of the Jordan, whom you completely destroyed.  When 
we heard of it, our hearts melted and everyone’s courage failed 
because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on 
the earth below. 

Now there was much that Rahab didn’t know.  She had heard only of God’s 

acts in delivering his people from Egypt and the victory over the two 

Amorite kings.  It was enough.  She did not have the adoption, the 

covenants, the law, the worship or the promises, but she had God-given ears 

to hear and she heard.   

 Now think about this.  How did Rahab hear about these things?  She 

must have heard of them from her customers.  Her home would have been a 

place of gossip as strangers from near and far told of what was happening 

out in the wide world beyond the walls of Jericho.  It was because of her 

occupation she was able to receive first-hand accounts of the plagues in 

Egypt, the Red Sea parting and the arrival of the Israelites east of the Jordan.  

Beloved, God can bring blessings into situations of horrible degradation and 

sin.  The Lord Jesus is a mighty Saviour for mighty sinners.  He not only 

gave Rahab ears to hear; he gave her a heart to receive.  As long as that can 

happen—and it can happen so long as it remains the day of grace—you need 

never despair of anyone—not even of yourself.  The Lord Jesus is able to 
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wash away your sins too.  God forbid that we should neglect so great a 

salvation. 

 Let me tell you a story about that.  One day John Newton was walking 

down the street with a friend.  As they were walking they noticed a man 

walking down the other side of the road.  The man had been a notorious 

sinner.  Infamous.  And one day God touched his heart, moved him to 

repentance, made him clean and granted him a forgiveness full and free.  

The man’s life changed dramatically.  He became gentle and humble of heart 

and bore the fruit of the Spirit to the glory of God.  Newton’s friend said to 

him, “After having seen his conversion, I have never despaired of the 

conversion of any man.”  Newton replied, “I have never despaired of the 

conversion of any man after God saved me.”  Jesus is a mighty Saviour for 

mighty sinners—Rahab, the Apostle Paul, John Newton, you and me. 

 Rahab was saved because of her faith in God.  Now notice this: Her 

faith was a lively, active and living faith.  It was a true saving faith.  Our 

lesson from Hebrews says of her, “By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she 

welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were 

disobedient” (Hebrews 11:31).  The Book of James says of her, “Was not 

even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she 

 9



gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction?” (James 

2:25).  Hers was a faith in action. 

 And think of what she did over and above the mere welcoming of the 

spies.  She put her own life and the lives of her family members on the line.  

Jericho was not a nice place; it was more along the lines of a military outpost 

guarding the border.  Rahab’s life would not have been worth anything had 

her deception been discovered.  If the messengers of the king had searched 

her house and discovered the men on the roof, she would have been dragged 

before the king and most likely tortured before being killed.  Her family 

would probably have suffered in that same way.  Rahab knew those risks, yet 

she took them anyway, for the sake of her spiritual discovery and her new 

life. 

 Rahab also repudiated her own past and her own people.  This was a 

military situation and everyone knew that when the Jews attacked the city no 

quarter would be asked or given.  If they succeeded, every one in the city 

would be killed; if they failed, all the Jews would be killed.  Rahab refused 

to remain loyal to her city or her people.  Did that make her a traitor?  No.  It 

meant that she had bowed down and accepted the judgement of God, that the 

sin of her people had filled up the cup of judgement to overflowing.  She 
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knew that God was doing only what was right and just and true and she fled 

to him for mercy and grace.   

 The third thing Rahab did was identify with the Jewish people.  

Though she was not a Jew, she believed in the God of the Jews, and so she 

knew that her place was with them.  In passing out of the kingdom of 

darkness into the kingdom of light, her citizenship changed from that of 

Jericho to that of the kingdom of God.  And she was accepted as a full 

citizen.  You might think that out of mercy God would let her be received 

and protected by the Jews and allowed to serve them.  She might be allowed 

to serve in the way the Gibeonites were allowed to serve—as hewers of 

wood and drawers of water.  (You will find that story in Joshua 9.)  But that 

is not what happened.  Though Rahab was a Gentile, an Amorite and a 

prostitute, she was accepted as a full member of the nation.  She married a 

Jew and became an ancestor of the Lord Jesus Christ.  She married a man of 

Judah named Salmon.  Their son was Boaz, who married Ruth, the 

Moabitess.  Their son was Obed, who was the father of Jesse, who was the 

father of King David.  Rahab had no second class salvation; from the start 

she received a full salvation.  Her position was equal to that of any native 

citizen of Israel and as proof, she was incorporated into the noble line of 

Judah. 
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 And she was incorporated into the kingdom of God in the way people 

always have been incorporated into the kingdom of God, for there is now 

and always has been only one way of entrance—through the blood of Jesus 

Christ.  The Bible tells us that after Rahab had helped the spies and they had 

agreed to spare her and her family when the city was taken, they said, 

 This oath you make us swear will not be binding on us unless, 
when we enter the land, you have tied this scarlet cord in the window 
which you let us down, and unless you have brought your father and 
mother, your brothers and all your family into your house.  If anyone 
goes outside you house into the street, his blood will be on his own 
head; we will not be responsible.   

That red cord hanging out of the window represents the blood of Jesus Christ 

protecting all who shelter in the house.  It is much like the blood of the 

lambs that was painted on the doorposts and lintels of the Hebrew houses on 

the night of Passover.  Whenever the blood was found, the angel of death 

passed over the house and those inside were saved.  From the skins of 

animals that were used to cover Adam and Eve’s nakedness, through to the 

sacrifice of Abel of the firstfruits of his flock, from the Passover lambs and 

the scarlet cord of Rahab through to the daily sacrifices at the tabernacle and 

temple, a red cord runs through the Scripture and leads to Calvary and to the 

offering made once and for all by the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.  

That red cord tells us that shelter from the wrath of God against sin is to be 
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found only by taking cover under the blood of Christ.  It is only by trusting 

that he has taken away our sins and given us his own righteousness that we 

can receive forgiveness and live eternally. 

 Listen to what James Boice has to say about this lesson: 

 We are Rahab if we truly understand her story.  We are not at all 
part of the family of God or within the scope of what God is doing in 
a saving way in human history.  What is worse, we were part of a 
corrupt, degenerate society in which we each had our own 
reprehensible sins.  But God set his hand on us.  He made his great 
saving acts in history known to us and then brought us into contact 
with his messengers and representatives.  He called forth faith in us… 
and, as a sign of that, the blood of Christ, like a scarlet cord, was 
spread over our homes and lives.   
 And now?  Now we live in an alien land between the moment 
of our commitment of faith and the moment of the final judgement, 
which will be the time of our full deliverance.  In this important 
interim we are to be God’s people in opposition to the surrounding 
godless culture. 

Beloved, we are to put off the world.  We are to put on Jesus Christ.  We are 

to walk in faith, in obedience to the law of God, with hearts full of 

thanksgiving and good cheer, trusting that our faithful God and Father will 

supply all our needs.  We are to love, for we have been loved.  We are to 

forgive, for we have been forgiven.  We are to bless, for we have been 

blessed.  We are to encourage, for we have been given a mighty inheritance.  

We are to walk in righteousness, for through our baptisms we bear the mark 
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of Jesus Christ and he has graciously supplied us with robes that are clean 

and spotless.   

 And if you have not done this?  Then you are in the same condition as 

the citizens of Jericho.  You look at the great walls of your secular city and 

you think that you are safe and sound, for the walls look strong and they 

have stood for centuries.  But inside, your heart is failing, for you fear.  The 

day of reckoning is certain and judgement is approaching and one day the 

trumpet will sound.  But why would you stay in the city of destruction?  You 

have the law and the gospel.  The law condemns you for your sin but the 

gospel shows you the way from death to life, through the blood shed by the 

Lord Jesus at Calvary.  Why would you perish under God’s just 

condemnation?  Why wouldn’t you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ for 

forgiveness and new life, turn from your sinful past and take your place with 

God’s people?  Let’s pray about that now. 

Heavenly Father, 
 As I stand here I am praying with and on behalf of all those who have 
given their hearts to the Lord Jesus in true and living faith and have received 
your gift of eternal life.  Hear our prayer.  For this richest of blessings, for 
this pearl of great price, freely given to me though I had earned 
condemnation because of my sin, I give you honour and glory and praise.  
Your love and grace to me are astounding and beyond my ability to measure.  
Help me to walk before you in gratitude and obedience all the days of my 
life.  Help me to shine with the love of Jesus and to do all things to the glory 
of your holy Name.  Use me as you will; only let me be a true soldier of 
Jesus Christ.   
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 And now, dear Father, I am praying with and on behalf of those who 
have not surrendered to the Lord Jesus.  Some are cold.  Some are labouring 
under conviction.  But they have not received the Lord in their hearts and 
stand under your righteous condemnation. 
 Dear God, My heart is not what it should be.  It is turned inward and 
is a slave to sin and self.  My desires are ungodly.  My attitudes are selfish.  I 
have heard your gospel call with my ears but not in my heart and I find that 
though I am responsible for my sins I have no power to turn from them to 
the Lord Jesus in repentance.  Lord, if I am going to repent you must first 
work repentance in me.  If I am going to be saved you, you and you alone 
must save me.  If I am going to be forgiven you must apply the blood of 
Christ to my heart by your Holy Spirit.  I have no right to ask for such a 
blessing.  I am not even sure I want it.  But you have the power to change 
that.  Show me the light of Jesus Christ.  Save me from condemnation and fit 
me for eternal life in your presence.  Deal with me in mercy.  In Christ’s 
name.  AMEN.   

In Christ’s name.  AMEN. 
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