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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 

 Hebrews 11 presents Old Testament heroes of the faith in 

chronological order, starting from the beginning and moving forward 

through history.  That is not the only order to their arrangement, however.  

There is another order, a theological order, to their presentation as well.  This 

is especially true of the three men who are lifted up in the period of history 

before the flood—Abel, Enoch and Noah.  Andrew Murray explained the 

theological order and progression by noting that Abel illustrates the sacrifice 

of faith, Enoch the walk of faith and Noah the work of faith.  That 

theological order is found in the life of every true Christian.  First we are 

brought into a right relationship with God by trusting in the sacrifice he has 

provided for us in the death of Jesus Christ.  Then, having been brought into 

this right relationship with God, we walk with him by faith, growing to 

know him more intimately and to love him better.  After—and only after—

we have trusted in his sacrifice and have come to know and love him, are we 

prepared to move into the third stage of the Christian life and perform the 

works of faith—the practical good deeds that begin to fill the life of the 

Christian as a result of God’s grace.  Arthur Pink, the noted Bible scholar, 

said much the same thing albeit in a slightly different way, by noting that 

Abel demonstrates faith’s worship; Enoch demonstrates faith’s walk and 

 2



Noah demonstrates faith’s witness.  Abel came to God trusting in the shed 

blood of a sacrifice who died in his place.  Enoch, by that same faith walked 

in love and fellowship with God, learning more and more what was pleasing 

in his sight.  Noah, by that same faith bore witness to the world by obeying 

the call of the Lord to build an ark.  It took him more than a hundred years.  

He kept at it in spite of the mocking and derision of his neighbours.  He 

expressed his faith publicly, for all to see, through obedience to the Lord.  

Today we find our selves in stage two of the Christian life, so to speak, and 

are going to take up Enoch and the walk of faith. 

 The Bible says very little about Enoch.  His name is mentioned in 

genealogies in I Chronicles 1:3 and in Luke 3:37.  In Jude we are told that he 

was a preacher of righteousness who looked into the future and saw the 

coming of the Lord in judgement.  The only other details of his life, other 

than our lesson from Hebrews, are found in the Old Testament in a 

genealogy given in Genesis 5:21-24.   

 When Enoch had lived 65 years, he became the father of 
Methuselah.  And after he became the father of Methuselah, Enoch 
walked with God 300 years and had other sons and daughters.  
Altogether Enoch lived 365 years.  Enoch walked with God; then he 
was no more, because God took him away. 

Enoch was the seventh patriarch in the line running from Adam through 

Seth, the son born to Adam and Eve after Abel had been murdered.  A 
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reference to his being seventh from Adam is found in Jude 14.  It seems 

strange to mention he was seventh from Adam, but that detail is given to 

differentiate this Enoch from another one who lived at about the same time.  

There was another Enoch who was the third descendant from Adam through 

the line of Cain.  The Enoch who came through the line of Seth was godly; 

the Enoch who came through the line of Cain was ungodly.  We are not to 

get the two mixed up.  In any event, at the age of 65 the godly Enoch had a 

son named Methuselah.  He lived a further 300 years, after which he 

mysteriously departed from the earth without dying.  Now that is not much 

to go on, but one detail of Enoch’s life is repeated twice, and that detail 

speaks volumes.  Twice it is said of Enoch that he “walked with God.”  He 

walked with God. 

 What does it mean to walk with God?  This phrase speaks of a living 

relationship—a companionship—a fellowship—between God and man.  It 

includes a personal knowledge, a growing understanding and an agreement 

of heart and mind.  Amos 3:3 says, “Do two walk together unless they have 

agreed to do so?”  Enoch and God walked together in intimacy, joy and 

fellowship.  Now it is true there is a hierarchy here.  Enoch was in no way 

the equal of God.  In this fellowship one was Lord, the other disciple; one 

was Teacher, the other student; one was Father, the other child.  But it was a 
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loving, intimate, joyful relationship marked by faith, hope and love.  The 

Puritan pastor Thomas Watson said that the walk of faith “...is like walking 

among beds of spices which send forth a fragrant perfume.”   

 Peter Lewis tells a story about that.  It is a timely one, because next 

week is a week set aside for us to remember especially the church under 

persecution—to remember those who are suffering in the name of Jesus for 

righteousness’ sake throughout the world.  Before getting to the story, let me 

make an aside.  Late in August of this year a leader of the World Hindu 

Council was assassinated by a Maoist group in the Indian state of Orissa.  

Militant Hindus used the assassination as an excuse to attack Christians.  

Some 50,000 Christians in that province were forced to flee into the jungle; 

another 13,000 fled to state government relief centres.  Dozens of churches, 

thousands of homes and many other Christian institutions have been 

destroyed.  The full extent of the losses is still being calculated.  There are 

many, many places around the world where Christians are persecuted 

because of their love of Jesus.  We need to pray for them and to take heart 

and be encouraged by their witness and faithfulness.  We should also be 

humbled when we think of their love for God and their willingness to suffer 

for the sake of the Lord Jesus.   
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 But back to the story Peter Lewis tells of a Chinese pastor.  The 

Chinese government is a persecutor of Christians.  This pastor was arrested 

and sent to a labour camp because of his faith in Jesus.  In order to punish 

and humiliate him, he was given the dreaded job of cleaning the camp 

latrines.  Every day he would have to take the slop buckets out into the fields 

where they were used as fertilizer.  The smell was so bad the guards 

studiously avoided him.  They wouldn’t come near.  It turned out to be a 

blessing, for in the solitude, that no one else in the camp was given, the 

pastor was able to sing aloud hymns to the praise and glory of God—an act 

that was otherwise strictly forbidden.  He called the latrines his garden and 

could happily sing aloud,  

I come to the garden alone 
While the dew is still on the roses; 

And the voice I hear, 
Falling on my ear,  

The Son of God discloses. 
And he walks with me, and he talks with me, 

And he tells me I am his own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, 
None other has ever known. 

Beloved, the Christian life is meant to be a walk of faith and abiding 

fellowship with God, whose presence transforms the worst circumstances of 

life into a garden, simply because He is there with us. 
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 Let’s turn to our lesson.   

 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not 
experience death; he could not be found, because God had taken him 
away.  For before he was taken, he was commended as one who 
pleased God.  And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and that 
he rewards those who earnestly seek him. 

Now the Letter to the Hebrews doesn’t talk of Enoch “walking with God;” it 

talks of Enoch “pleasing God.”  Walking with God and pleasing God are two 

different ways of saying the same thing, but however you speak of the 

relationship between Enoch and God, the important thing to note is that it 

was grounded upon faith.  Two elements of that faith are noted in our lesson.  

The person of faith must first believe that God exists and, second, the person 

of faith must earnestly seek him.  Let’s take those things one at a time.   

 “Everyone who comes to [God] must believe that he exists.”  You can 

think of it this way.  Faith must have an object.  We are often told today 

about the power of faith without being told of the object or the content of the 

faith.  It is as if people imagine that faith—any faith—can be profitable if 

only it is held sincerely.  This is not the faith that the author of Hebrews is 

talking about.  Now when we first read his words—“everyone who comes to 

God must believe that he exists”—it seems that our author is simply calling 

for people to believe that God exists—to hold a general and abstract assent 
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to the idea of God.  He is, however, being much more specific than that.  In 

the Greek our lesson literally says, “It is necessary for anyone who comes to 

God to believe that he is.”  That wording would have reminded the original 

recipients of this letter of the basic creed of Israel called the Shema.  “Hear 

O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is One.”  They would have understood 

this as a way of saying, “Anyone who comes to God needs to have straight 

in his mind just who God is.”  They would have made a connection to the 

great statement made by God to Moses at the burning bush (Exodus 3:14).  

Moses asked God his name so he could relay it to the Israelite slaves in 

Egypt.  “If I go to them, who shall I say sent me?”  God replied, “I am who I 

am….Say to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.’”  In the 

Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Old Testament used in the early 

church it is translated, “Tell them I AM the One who exists.” 

 So the first element of faith has to do with the content and doctrine of 

the faith.  Faith must identify the God of the Bible—the God who came to 

Abraham, calling him out of Ur of the Chaldees and setting him upon a 

journey to the Promised Land—the God who spoke to Moses at the burning 

bush and commissioned him to go to Egypt to free his people from 

Pharaoh’s hand—the God who wrote the Ten Commandments on tablets of 

stone with his own finger—the God who brought his people across the 
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Jordan into Canaan—the God who appointed judges and kings, called 

prophets to speak his Word and, when the time was fulfilled, sent his only 

begotten Son into the world to take upon himself human flesh and offer up 

his life at Calvary as an atonement for all of the sins of all of his people.  

Faith says, “This is God, and there is no other.”  Faith says, “I believe that 

God has commanded, ‘You shall have no other gods before me.’”  Faith 

says, “All forms of idolatry, all idols, all philosophies and theologies that 

stand against the Bible must go.”   

 So first, the faith that is pleasing to God—the faith that walks with 

God—understands that it is the God of the Bible we have to deal with.  And 

second, the faith that pleases God “rewards those who earnestly seek him.”  

Think of it this way.  True faith knows that God is the one who judges.  It 

knows that God is the one who determines eternal blessing or eternal curse.  

And so true faith seeks God earnestly and pleads his favour.  The faith that 

pleases God turns to him because he is the only one who can save.  It seeks 

him diligently, earnestly, in order to plead for grace and mercy and reward.   

The opposite of this—the opposite of faith—is to ignore God, to imagine it 

doesn’t matter what he thinks of us and to believe he doesn’t matter for our 

future. 
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 When you get right down to it, there are not many people who will 

outright deny the existence of God.  It is hard to deny his existence when 

“the heavens declare the glory of God” and “the skies proclaim the work of 

his hand.”  But while many will not deny God exists, many live as if he 

doesn’t matter.  Many deny the relevance of God and the necessity of going 

to him for salvation.  Multitudes admit that God exists without seeking him 

out.  Instead of seeking him they are serving other gods, worldly idols that 

they believe are the source of the rewards they firmly covet.  They look for 

peace and comfort elsewhere.  They say, “Sure I believe that God exists—

but what has that to do with me?”  Don’t make that dreadful mistake.  Do 

you have to deal with the real God?  Do you need to pay attention when he 

speaks, open you heart to him, let him change the way you live and make 

him the great hope for you whole life?  The Bible answers, “Yes!  Yes you 

do!”  And it gives us two reasons to come to God in this sort of faith.   

 First of all, the Bible tells us that God is a holy judge who will punish 

sinners, not letting the guilty go free.  Romans 3:23 tells us that all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God.  Romans 6:23 tells us that the 

wages of sin is death.  That is a sentence God will hand out—eternal death—

eternal separation from grace and mercy and light and joy and peace—for 

those who are not covered by the perfection of Jesus Christ which is 
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available through faith alone.  Second, the Bible tells us that for those who 

come to God in faith there are blessings and riches forevermore.  Here is 

Romans 6 again: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 

life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Walk with God to avoid his wrath; walk with 

God to secure his blessing.   

 Enoch’s walk of faith is an illustration of the wisdom of turning from 

sin and seeking the Lord, for Enoch didn’t die.  One day he was here; the 

next day he wasn’t.  He wasn’t because God had taken him.  People looked 

for him, but he was gone.  God had taken him from this life to the next 

without his having to die.  (The same thing happened to the Prophet Elijah.)  

Enoch had sought the Lord and the Lord had found him.  And Enoch 

received his reward.  He found eternal life in a loving fellowship and walk 

with God.  It is an example that we are to follow. 

 Earnestly seek the Lord.  What does that mean in concrete terms?  

Look: God has not left an obscure trail for us to follow.  God is all around 

us.  The evidence of his being is on display for all to see.  Paul writes this in 

Romans 1:20: “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities

—his eternal power and divine nature—have been clearly seen, being 

understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”  
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There is evidence aplenty for the existence of God.  That being the case, 

fulfill the second part of faith by seeking a relationship with him.   

1. Come to him in humility, on the only path he had made, through faith 
in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

2. Confess that you are a sinner in need of his grace, mercy and 
forgiveness, for if you do not receive grace you will perish. 

3. Make him the Lord of your life—your Lord, Teacher, Father and 
King.   

4. Turn from sin and offer your life for his pleasure by seeking to do 
what is pleasing in his sight.  Walk before him in obedience, devotion 
and love—a love expressed for him and for one another. 

Seeking the Lord in this way is simply another way of saying, “Walk by 

faith, as Enoch did.”   

 Will you do that?  Will you make that commitment?  Will you give up 

on yourself so you can rely upon Jesus alone for your salvation?  Will you 

come to him with empty hands, saying, “Lord, I know that without you I will 

be condemned.  I also know that with you I will live.  So here I am.  I don’t 

have anything of value to offer you.  I have no deeds that are worthy of your 

regard.  I have no works that are good enough.  Everything I have and 

everything I am is tainted with sin.  I stand in need of your mercy.  Only that 

will suffice.  Take pity on me.  I believe that if you wash me I will be clean.  

I believe that if you come to live in me you will give me power to repent and 

to walk in a way that pleases you.  I believe that if you abide in me I will 
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never perish but have eternal life.”  Make that commitment and live.  In 

Christ’s name.  AMEN.  
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