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Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 12:25-28
Sermon: The Kingdom That Cannot Be Shaken

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

Last week we visited two mountains—Mount Sinai and Mount Zion.
The first mountain, clothed with darkness and gloom and resounding with
the noise of trumpet and thunder, stood for the danger to the sinner in
drawing near to a holy and omnipotent God—in drawing near to the God of
the Bible who is a consuming fire and who in no way will let the guilty go
unpunished. The second mountain, filled with light and joy and the festal
celebrations of angels and saints, stood for the delight of the redeemed who,
because they have been covered in the righteousness of Jesus Christ, are able
to draw near to a holy and omnipotent God and be welcomed into his eternal
kingdom. We visited a mountain of conviction and a mountain of
forgiveness; a mountain of condemnation and a mountain of reconciliation; a
mountain of Law and a mountain of Grace. Given this reality—with this in
our mind’s eye—our author exhorts us cling to forgiveness, reconciliation
and grace. Let’s look at our lesson.

See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks. If they did not
escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, how much
less will we, if we turn away from him who warns us from heaven.
“See to it that you do not refuse him who speaks.” See to it. This is the fifth
and final exhortation against apostasy in our letter. See to it. It means, “Be
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watchful for there is real and grave danger near. There is a danger that for
the sake of the world and its passing treasures we might neglect the
everlasting glories of the heavenly Zion and miss them altogether.” Think
back to chapter 3, for we find an echo of that warning here. “See to it,
brothers, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away
from the living God” (3:12). Our author’s great concern is that among the
number of confessing believers in his congregation some might, under threat
of persecution, deny the faith and turn away from God.

To urge his congregation to take the right path our author makes two
arguments and draws one conclusion. First he tells them that if the Israelites
were judged when they refused to hear a warning given on earth, they will
receive an even greater judgement if they refuse to hear the warnings that
have been given them from heaven. Second, he tells them that it makes no
sense to cling to worldly kingdoms that will pass away when there is an
eternal kingdom that cannot be shaken. And third, he exhorts them to hear
the word of God, receive the eternal kingdom and respond with thankful,
reverent worship. Let’s take them one at a time.
His first argument is simple and it takes the form of what is called “an
argument from the lesser to the greater.” If the Israelites did not escape
judgement when they hardened their hearts to the Lord’s revelation at Mount
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Sinai, how much greater will the punishment be for those who do not heed
the gospel call which comes from the heavenly Mount Zion? If the lesser
offence brought condemnation, what must the greater offence bring? It is
the same argument found in Hebrews 2:2, 3: “For if the message spoken by
angels [at Mount Sinai] was binding, and every violation and disobedience
received its just punishment, [and it did, for a whole generation was
sentenced to wander in the desert for forty years and die without entering the
Promised Land] how shall we escape if we ignore such a great salvation?”
The answer is, of course, “We won’t.” We won’t escape if we ignore the one
way of salvation God has been gracious to offer.

Beloved, in this matter there is no middle ground; there is no
acceptable compromise. We will stand upon the salvation found in Christ by
grace alone or we will fall. George Guthrie put it this way:
The Word must be received or rejected. For those who reject
the Word there exists no escape from God’s judgment. At the end a
person either resides as a citizen of God’s unshakable kingdom or
perishes with the rest of the universe.
Don’t let anyone fool you on this account. Sometimes people get fooled
about the nature of the king. There are many who think that because Jesus
speaks of grace and peace God must no longer be as serious about obedience
as he was in the days of the Old Testament. People compare Moses and
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Jesus and get the mistaken impression that Jesus is a nicer fellow who will
be more tolerant of their sin and rebellious unbelief. Beloved, don’t mistake
the Lord’s longsuffering patience and kindness with indifference to sin. Yes,
the Lord says, “There is no fury in me” (Isaiah 27:24), but when he says it
he means simply that today remains the day of grace—today there remains
an opportunity for repentance, faith and reconciliation. But that day will not
last forever. A day of judgement and fury against sin has been unchangeably
appointed. The same Jesus who so tenderly ministers to his flock will return
in vengeance to judge the world that crucified him in unbelief. Listen to the
Apostle Paul as he writes of the Day of the Lord in II Thessalonians 1:1, 8:
This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven
in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish those who do
not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They
will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the
presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he
comes to be glorified.

So sometimes people get fooled about the nature of the king, thinking
he is one who will tolerate their sin. Sometimes they get fooled about the
nature of the kingdom. This is what I mean. When Jesus stood before
Pontius Pilate he affirmed that his kingdom was not of this world. It was a
spiritual kingdom. Some people hear that and think, “If that is the case, his
authority does not extend to earthly matters. He is only concerned with
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spiritual things. I will receive him as the Saviour of my soul, for that is what
he cares about, but I will not offer him my day to day life. I will do what I
want to do and live as I want to live. I will have Jesus to be my Saviour but
not my Lord.” There is a large movement within contemporary Christianity
that thinks this way. They call themselves “carnal Christians.” They think
that Jesus has saved their souls and that they can, at the same time, walk in
sin, doing whatever they want to do.

That is a lie from the pit. Christ is not divisible. He cannot be your
Saviour without also being your Lord. He cannot save you in your sin; he
can only save you from your sin. If your conversion doesn’t bring about a
change of heart and life then it wasn’t a real conversion in the first place, for
faith without works is dead. The spiritual authority of Jesus lays claim to
our soul and body, our life in church and our life at work, our life at prayer
and our life with the family. There is no area of life, spiritual or physical,
that is not to be brought unto submission to Christ. James Boice put it this
way:
When we say that Christ’s kingdom is not of this world, what
we are really saying is that Christ’s kingdom is of heaven and
therefore has an even greater claim over us than do the earthly
kingdoms we know so well… Over these is Christ and we flout his
kingship not merely at the peril of our fortune and lives but at the peril
of our eternal souls.
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Now our author is dealing here with the most important of matters.
He is deal with eternal destinies and so he brings forth a second argument.
He tells his congregation that it makes no sense to hold on to the things of
the world that are passing away when they could receive that which is
eternal. We pick it up at verse 26:
At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has
promised, “Once more I will shake not only the earth but also the
heavens.” The words “once more” indicate the removing of what can
be shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken will
remain.
Let’s work through this. At Mount Sinai God shook the earth. Our
responsive reading, Psalm 68, puts it this way:
The earth shook,
The heavens poured down rain,
Before God, the One of Sinai,
Before God, the God of Israel.
That shaking of Sinai is a foreshadowing—a portent or a pointer to an even
greater shaking that is to come. The shaking that is to come will not only
shake the earth, it will shake the heavens. It will be such a shaking that only
those things that are built upon an eternal, unshakable foundation will last.

Beloved, a day is coming when great changes will be made. This
teaching is not unique to the author of Hebrews; it is found throughout the
7

New Testament. Peter says, “The heavens will disappear with a roar; the
elements will be destroyed by fire and the earth and everything in it will be
laid bare” (II Peter 3:10). Paul wrote that “this world in its present form is
passing away” (I Corinthians 7:31). John wrote this in his First Letter: “The
world is passing away along with its desires, but the man who does the will
of God lives forever” (2:17). The point is this: Only those things that are
done out of love and obedience to God and for his glory will last.
Everything else will melt away. This is how Paul put it in I Corinthians 13:
If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not
love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the
gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and
if I have faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing. If I give all I posses to the poor and surrender my body to
the flames, but have not love, I gain nothing….
And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the
greatest of these is love.
So see to it that you don’t make a mistake about what counts and what
doesn’t count. The world tells you that the lasting things, the things of
substance, the things that are stable, are worldly things. Big buildings of
steel and stone; achievements in the courts of the nations; cash; commerce;
art. The world tells you that spiritual matters are of secondary consideration
and should never interfere with the pursuit of the lasting things of the world.
With this view a practical person would abandon Christianity. Think of the
Hebrew Christians who received this letter. They were about to have their
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property confiscated. They were going to lose their homes and their jobs.
They were going to lose their freedom and many were going to have their
lives taken from them. And they were facing all this when, with a simple
denial of Jesus, all of peril they faced would simply go away. It is lunacy to
hold on to Christ if the things of the world are what really matter.

But, as our author said so many years ago, and as I repeat to you
today, the world and its glories are not what finally matter. God, who shook
the earth at Sinai, is going to shake the earth again when Christ returns in his
power and glory. And on that day, if your hopes and dreams, your security
and salvation are rooted in world and the things of the world you will find
yourself brought to utter ruin along with it. Let me give you an example.
Think of the Roman Empire. It was at the height of its power when the
Letter to the Hebrews was written. It controlled the whole of the known
world. If you were to ask someone who lived in that time, “What do you
think will last—the Roman Empire or the little band of nobodies called
Christians—I am sure that most everybody would have said, “The Empire,
of course. What a silly question. Why do you think we call Rome the
‘eternal city’?” Just a few centuries later Rome was overrun by barbarians,
its building burned, its statutes overturned and its treasures looted. The
Roman Empire is now only a memory and a few ruined buildings.
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Beloved, the voice we need to heed is the voice of Jesus Christ. He
says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away”
(Matthew 24:35). That is to say, a Christian’s priorities are to be different
from the world’s priorities. Now this does not mean that worldly things are
unimportant or that we cannot be involved with them. Christians can build
great buildings and grow great corporations and do any number of different
things. But when worldly agendas involve sin or get in the way of our
obedience to Christ we have to let them go. If a worldly priority calls us to
put aside the command to love God with our whole heart and our neighbour
as ourselves we must leave the worldly priority behind. Allegiance to Christ
and to a life of obedience and love comes first.

In I Corinthians 3 the Apostle Paul tells us that all our work will be
tested. He writes, “It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his
reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss…” (3:13-15). Paul is saying, if
what you have done with your life was done out of thanksgiving and love to
God, it will last. It will endure God’s testing. It will receive its reward. If
what you have done was done out of selfishness or greed, with no thought to
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God or obedience to his Word, it will not last. When the shaking comes it
will fall apart.

Those Hebrew Christians could save their jobs, their homes, their
bank accounts and their freedom. All they had to do was deny the Lord. But
if they had done that, all that they had “saved” would have been lost anyway
in the great shaking. On the other hand they could stand true to the Lord and
lose their jobs and homes and money and freedom for the sake of Christ.
But in losing these things for the sake of Christ they would receive a reward
far beyond their imagining, a reward that was eternal, a reward that was
imperishable and unfading. It is as the Lord said in his Sermon on the
Mount:
Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy
and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure
is, there you heart will be also.
Why give yourself to something that will perish? It makes no sense.

Let’s turn back to the lesson, to the conclusion our author draws from
his arguments. It ends,
Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be
shaken, let us be thankful and so worship God acceptably, with
reverence and awe, for our “God is a consuming fire.”
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We are by God’s grace receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken. Because
that is the case we are to do two things. First of all, we are to be thankful. It
seems simple, and it is, but it is more than that too. Thankfulness is the key
to the Christian life. The Scottish theologian John Brown wrote that
thankfulness is the soul and the substance of Christian duty. He said,
“Where it is absent, no duty can be performed aright; where it is present in
due energy, every duty will be performed aright.” And think of the constant
thankfulness and praise we find throughout the biblical witness:
“I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 7:25).
“Thanks be to God who gives us the victory though our Lord
Jesus Christ” (I Corinthians 15:57).
“Thanks be to God for his unspeakable gifts” (II Corinthians
9:15).
“Give thanks always to God the Father in the name of Jesus
Christ” (Ephesians 5:20).
The list goes on and on.

The second thing we are to do is worship God with due reverence and
awe. There is a holy fear which is due the Lord. C. S. Lewis caught a
wonderful sense of this in one of his Narnia books, The Silver Chair. An
adventurous girl named Jill has been lost and in dying of thirst when she
comes upon a stream of water. As she goes forward she sees a lion sitting
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calmly by the water’s edge. It is Aslan, the great and majestic lion that
depicts the Lord. Terrified at the sight, Jill stops in her tracks. The lion
invites her: “If you are thirsty, come and drink.” Drawn by the stream she
takes a few steps further, and then asks, “Will you promise not to—do any
thing to me if I do come?” “I make no promise,” was Aslan’s answer.
Drawn by the water nevertheless she wondered aloud, “Do you eat girls?”
He said, “I have swallowed up girls and boys, women and men, kings and
emperors, cities and realms.” At this Jill recoiled and said, “I dare not come
and drink.” Aslan replied, “Then you will die of thirst.” She said, “Oh, dear.
I suppose I must go and look for another stream.” But the lion responded,
“There is no other stream.”

Beloved, if you are going to have the thirst of your souls quenched by
eternal life you are going to have to deal with this sort of God. He will not
move out of the way for you. He will not become a more palatable,
chummier kind of God for you. He will not make himself safe. Come to
him and you will have to make changes and some of them will be painful.
You will have to pickup a cross and lose your life to find it. But this God,
who is a consuming fire, who shakes the earth and the heavens, gives his
own a kingdom that can never be moved but which will stand eternally. Do
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not refuse him who speaks, but offer him your life, body and soul, now and
always. In Christ’s name. AMEN.
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