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February 3, 2008
Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 2:1-4
Sermon: Do Not Neglect Your Great Salvation

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

The first chapter of Hebrews stresses the superiority of Jesus. It tells
us that he is greater than any Old Testament prophet, for while the prophets
brought a word from God, Jesus is the word of God, the last, final and all
sufficient word, revealing to us everything we need to know about God, man
and our salvation. Hebrews 1 tells us that Jesus is greater than any Old
Testament priest, for their sacrifices could not wash away sins, no matter
how much blood they shed, no matter how many times they offered up the
lives of lambs and goats and bulls. The sacrifice Jesus offered as High
Priest, however, was effective to wash away all the sins of all his people;
after his death at Calvary no more blood needed to be spilled. The
atonement was completed, and so in triumph Jesus proclaimed on the cross,
“It is finished.” Hebrews 1 tells us that Jesus is greater than any Old
Testament king. Now it is true that some of those kings were magnificent;
nevertheless, their reigns came to an end in death and their kingdoms faded
away. Jesus the King, however, lives and reigns and he will do so eternally
on a throne that cannot perish.

After teaching us that Jesus was greater than any prophet, priest or
king, the author of Hebrews tells us that Jesus is also greater than any
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angelic being. He has a better name—the Son; he has a better honour, for
angels owe him worship; he has a better rule, for he is sovereign and reigns
with authority and power; he has a better existence, for he is eternal, from
everlasting to everlasting; and he has a better vocation, for he is called to be
the One who will bring all powers into submission; he will even conquer sin
and death and the grave.

It is a wonderful picture of the Lord Jesus that the author of Hebrews
paints; he gives us a wonderful summary of who Jesus is and what he has
done. But note this: He hasn’t written these words just to hear the sound of
his own voice. There are necessary and inescapable implications that go
together with the truths he has proclaimed about the Lord. There are
obligations that fall upon everyone who hears this word. And so along with
this portrait of Jesus he gives us the first of five major warnings, all of which
deal with the danger of falling away from faith in Christ. The warnings are
found in chapter 2, 3, 6, 10 and 12. In fact, you could properly say that the
Letter to the Hebrews was a sermon on the theme, “Do Not Fall Away.”
Let’s take a look at our first warning, which is found in today’s lesson. It
begins, “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we have
heard, so that we do not drift away.” Again, “We must pay more careful
attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away.”
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The word for “drift” is pararreo and it is a nautical term. It describes
a ship under sail that has drifted off course or a ship at harbour that has
slipped its moorings and has begun to float away from the dock. It was
sometimes used in other contexts. It could describe something that has
slipped the mind or a ring that has slipped unnoticed from a finger.
Occasionally in the news you will hear a story of a person’s bad day at the
beach. He has gone into the ocean and floated happily along on his inner
tube, enjoying the sunshine—only to look up and find that he has drifted
away from the beach and is some miles out to sea—and in need of a rescue
from the Coast Guard. That’s pararreo. It is something that happens largely
unnoticed; while it is happening the changes are imperceptible; but later the
consequences become crystal clear.

Beloved, there is a current in this present evil age that is pulling us
away from the safe harbour of salvation in Jesus Christ. Let me give you an
example or two. The notion of so-called homosexual “marriage” did not
happen overnight. It started years ago when as a society we decided that a
man and a woman simply living together was the same thing as a man and a
woman living together in marriage. When the importance of marriage was
downplayed in this way—it soon became downplayed in other ways. If
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marriage is the equivalent of two people living together, why not two men or
two women? Why only two, and not three of four, like the Moslems who
can have up to four wives? The point is this: People didn’t start off by
saying, “I know what we can do. Let’s destroy the institution of marriage as
God has given it to us and transform it into something unrecognizable.” No.
It was through inattention the moorings slipped and the institution drifted off
into open waters.

Let me give you a few more examples. How is it that we have
reached the place where in every corner store you can find pornography on
display? How is it that at the grocery store checkout we are assaulted by
magazine headlines that are filthy? How is it that some retailers make their
salesclerks say “Happy Holidays” but forbid them from saying “Merry
Christmas?” It’s a question of drift. These things happen in small
increments through lack of attention.

The same thing is true of our spiritual lives. It’s not all that often that
people actively renounce Christ; it’s that they have become preoccupied with
the sights and sounds of this world and so slowly leave Christ behind. Here
is the principle: If you do not pay attention to your spiritual condition it will
begin to deteriorate on its own. The natural push of this fallen world is to
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make us dull and deadened spiritually and to cause us to revert to greed,
pride, malice and sensuality—those characteristics that defined our natural
state in sin and which lead to destruction. C. S. Lewis said this: “If you
examined a hundred people who had lost their faith in Christianity, I wonder
how many of them would have been reasoned out of it by honest argument?
Do no most people simply drift away?”

Now before I go on with the warning about drifting away, let me make
a point about the perseverance of the saints, what some people sometimes
call “eternal security.” The Bible teaches that those who have been born
again cannot be lost. Jesus says, “I give them eternal life and they will never
perish, and no one will snatch them out of my hand” (John 10:28). It is also
true, however, that not all who make a profession of faith are true believers.
Judas Iscariot walked with Jesus for three years and no one suspected him of
fraud until his betrayal. Demas, a one time companion of Paul is mentioned
at the end of both Colossians and Philemon. But in II Timothy 4:10 Paul
writes, “Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me.” Demas,
despite all appearances, never had been truly converted. Here is the point:
We are eternally secure in Christ by his grace, but like a good tree, true faith
is revealed by its fruit. If you do not bear good fruit, you need to examine
yourself to see if you really are joined to Christ through faith. If your life
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before your conversion and your life after your conversion are exactly the
same, then you haven’t really been converted. You are only fooling
yourself. That’s why Peter tells us to “be all the more diligent to make your
calling and election sure” (II Peter 1:10). And why Paul says, “Examine
yourselves, to see whether you are in the faith” (II Corinthians 13:5). And
why James says “Faith without works is dead” (James 2:17).

Aware of the ever present danger of drifting away, our author gives
this command: “We must pay more careful attention, therefore, to what we
have heard.” Pay more attention. The word for attention here is prosecho
and it too is a nautical term. It is a word that is used to denote “holding a
course” or “securing an anchor.” The remedy to drifting is to hold on to the
wheel of the ship or to make an anchor fast against the current. It terms of
salvation it means we must pay attention—we must be mindful—we must
remember—the message we have heard. We are to read, study, ponder and
meditate on the Bible. This is what Donald Grey Barnhouse wrote some
fifty years ago:
It is the Word of God that can establish the Christian and give
him strength to overcome the old forces and to live the new. It can
never be done in any other way…. You cannot find even one Christian
on this earth who has developed into strength of wisdom and witness
in the Lord who has attained it by any other means than study and
meditation in the Word of God.
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If we want to hold fast to Christ and advance in the faith, we must become
people of the Book—the Bible—giving careful attention to its message all
the days of our lives. We are to remember
1.
2.
3.
4.

humanity’s fall into sin and the corruption that remains in us
God’s holiness, and what an offense our sin is to him
God’s character: his faithfulness, power, wisdom and love
the cross, where God’s righteousness and mercy are so wonderfully
displayed
5. that we have been purchased by the precious blood of Christ and as
new and holy people we are never more to dwell in sin.
We need to remember
1. that we have been adopted into the family of God by grace through
faith
2. that we are destined to be co-heirs with Christ
3. that we are presently pilgrims sojourning through an alien and dying
world, but on our way to glory.

Our first verse gives us a warning: Don’t drift away! It gives us a
command: Pay attention! The rest of our lesson, verses 2 to 4, tells us why
we should take the warning and command so seriously. Let’s take it bit by
bit.
For if the message spoken by angels was binding, and every
violation and disobedience received its just punishment, how shall we
escape if we ignore such a great salvation?
What was this message spoken by angels? It was the Law of God that was
given to Moses at Mount Sinai. The role of angels in bringing this Law is
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not spoken of in the Old Testament, but it is in the New. In Stephen’s speech
before the Sanhedrin, just before he is martyred, the first deacon says, “…
Moses… told the Israelites, ‘God will send a prophet like me from your own
people.’ He was in the assembly in the desert, with the angel who spoke to
him on Mount Sinai, and with our fathers; and he received living words to
pass on to us” (Acts 7:37, 38). Paul makes the same point about angels
passing the Law to Moses in Galatians 3:19.

Angels acted as God’s mediator in bringing the Law to Moses. That
law was binding on Israel. Those who disobeyed its precepts were punished.
The Jewish Christians listening to this Letter would think of Korah, Dathan
and Abiram, who led a revolt against Moses in the desert. They were
swallowed up by the earth. They would think of Nadab and Abihu, the
wicked sons of Aaron who were consumed by fire because of their
disobedience to the Lord’s commands. They would think of the whole
generation of Israelites who wandered in the desert for forty years because
of their unfaithfulness. The law given to Moses by angels was binding and
its sanctions were carried out.

If, then, they had to pay attention to the Old Covenant, given to Moses
through angels, how much more must they pay attention to the New
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Covenant—the better Covenant—given to them, not through angels, but
through Jesus Christ, the One who was greater than any prophet, priest or
king and more glorious than any angel. If you could be lost by not paying
attention to an angelic message and drifting away from the Old Testament,
how much more can you be lost by not paying attention to the Saviour’s
message and drifting away from the gospel. If you neglect a salvation that
great, how can you escape condemnation? It’s a rhetorical question. You
can’t escape if you ignore the gospel.

This salvation was “first announced by the Lord.” And a wonderful
announcement it was. Listen to his words:
I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go
hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty (John 6:35).
I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never
walk in darkness, but will have the light of life (John 8:12).
I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He
will come in and go out, and find pasture. The thief comes only to
steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and
have it to the full (John 10:9, 10).
I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know
me--just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay
down my life for the sheep (John 10:14,15).
I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and whoever lives and believes in me
will never die (John 10:25,26).
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Come unto me, all ye who labour and are heavy laden and I will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me, for I am
meek and lowly in heart and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

This salvation, first announced by the Lord, “was confirmed to us by
those who heard him.” Apostles—eyewitnesses to the resurrection—spoke
and wrote about what they has seen and heard. Jesus died on a cross. The
third day the tomb was empty. They saw the risen Lord. They touched him.
They ate with him. They learned from him. They worshiped him. They
received the Great Commission from him. They saw him ascend into
heaven and they rejoiced in his promise of the Holy Spirit and his promise to
return. In the days to follow they cheerfully gave their lives to spread their
message of reconciliation between God and man. And their message was
faithfully recorded by men moved by the Holy Spirit and preserved for us in
the Bible.

God bore witness to the work of his Son as well. “God also testified
to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit
distributed according to his will.” When Jesus came the lame walked.
Lepers were cleansed. The blind saw. The deaf heard. The dumb spoke.
The possessed were delivered. The dead were raised. All of these miracles
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were done to confirm the truth and authority of Jesus’ message. The
miracles were not important in and of themselves; they were important
because they were like billboards that pointed to Jesus, saying, “This man is
from God.” The wonders brought awe and amazement. The miracles
vouchsafed the power of God. The gifts revealed the workings of the Holy
Spirit. All of it was done to testify to the glory of the gospel of God in
Christ Jesus.

If the law meditated by angels was binding, how much more

accountable are we who have the word of salvation directly from Christ’s
lips, the confirmation of eyewitnesses in the New Testament, signs, wonders
and miracles that authenticated the message and on top of it all the presence
of the Holy Spirit who even now gives his people gifts?

Beloved, the author of this Letter is not concerned here with those
who have never heard the gospel; his burden is for those who have heard
and, while not rejecting the gospel outright, have begun to ignore it. He is
concerned about an attitude of heart which lets Christ quietly slip away. He
is thinking of those who no longer marvel at the atonement, who have lost
their appetite for reading the Bible and for prayer, who are drifting away
from Christ and are not really concerned about it. They have lost their first
love and they seem to have no inclination to fight for it to get it back.
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Does that describe you? Have you said, “Oh, there was a day when I
was eager to read the Bible, but if I am honest with myself I have to say,
‘Today? Not so much.’” Have you said, “There was a day when I was eager
to worship with God’s people, but I had a run in with someone at church—I
had a problem with the pastor—and now that bed on Sunday morning seems
to be so very hard to get out of.” Have you said, “There was a day when I
couldn’t begin to do anything unless I had spent time in my prayer closet—
but now I don’t seem to go there very often.”

I know that there are seasons in a believer’s life. I know there are ups
and downs. I know there are times of intense joy—mountain top
experiences—and times when we simply have to grind things out. But let’s
get realistic: Christianity requires hard work. Nobody ever said it was easy.
The New Testament describes the life of faith as a fight, a race, a field in
which a farmer labours. Paul says in various places, “I press on… I follow
after… I strive… I fight…. Christianity is a fight against the world, the
flesh and the devil and they are strong opponents—stronger than we are if
we are left to ourselves.

When you get home today, I want you to take a serious look at your
Christian faith, and if you have been drifting, if you have simply been going
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through the motions, resolve to take hold of matters again. Commit yourself
to reading the Bible daily. Commit yourself to daily devotions. Commit
yourself in worship and fellowship and service. Don’t wait until you feel
like it; do it first and let the feelings come later. Do not neglect such a great
salvation, but learn once more to glory in it, for it is glorious indeed. In
Christ’s name. AMEN.
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