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February 17, 2008
Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 2:10-13
Sermon: Fitting to Suffer

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

A small band of Jewish believers has come under attack because of
the faith they hold. Voices on all sides urged them to turn from the gospel
and leave the Lord Jesus Christ. These enemies of the faith have marshaled
together a number of forceful arguments to make their case. Some of the
believers have been wavering. And so the writer of the Letter to the
Hebrews has written to answer the charges against the faith and to encourage
the believers to hold on to the truth, for the gospel is the power of God unto
salvation for those who believe.

The first argument was that belief in Christ was some sort of religious
innovation that turned away from the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. No,
says the author of Hebrews. The Christian faith is not a repudiation of the
Old Testament but the fulfillment of the Old Testament. In fact, Jesus is the
ultimate Prophet, Priest and King; he is the One that all the Old Testament
prophets, priests and kings have pointed to.

The second argument tried to bring Christ down from his divine
status. The opponents of this small band of believers said, in effect, “Well,
okay. You can keep Christ. You can even acknowledge that he is a heavenly
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being and cherish the spiritual encounter you had with him. You don’t have
to reject him. You only have to drop this strange belief that he is God in the
flesh. Acknowledge he is an angelic being and leave it at that. Hebrews
replies, “Never.” Jesus has a name greater than the angels, for he is the Son
of God. He has a greater honour than the angels, for he is to be worshiped.
He has a greater status than the angels, for they are servants but he is Lord.
He has a greater existence than the angels, for they were created while he is
eternal and his kingdom will never end.

The third argument was this: “I’m from Missouri; show me.” That is
to say, the opponents of these believers look around and see that the world is
full of sorrow and heartache. It is full of tribulation. And so they say, “If
Christ has dominion and if it is a dominion that you as Christians are
supposed to share, where is it? We don’t see it. We see turmoil and distress
around every corner.” In response to this our author says, “That is true. We
see the same things that you do. But we also see Jesus and we know that the
story isn’t over yet. The One who died for us and rose for us has promised
he will return to us. We are waiting patiently and in certain hope for that
glorious day when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus
is Lord to the glory of God the Father.
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Now as we came to the end of our lesson last week, we read that Jesus
“taste[d] death for everyone,” and it is here that we get our next argument
and the one that we will address today. Jesus tasted death. The Greek word
translated “taste” does not mean “nibble.” It means that he partook of death
fully. He made a meal of death. He cleaned the plate. The Lord didn’t look
at death from a distance. He didn’t study death in an academic fashion. He
died. And he died in every sense of that word. He died physically, enduring
the terrible pains of crucifixion. In his soul he endured the unadulterated
wrath of God, for all the grace of his Father was withdrawn from him and all
the righteous fury of God was poured out upon him. It makes us think of
Psalm 116:3 in the Authorized Version: “The sorrows of death compassed
me, and the pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow.”
Now here is where the argument comes in. The enemies of Christ looked at
this and said to this small band of believers, “What kind of God is that?
Your so-called God suffered miserably. He was mocked, tried and executed
by being crucified. What kind of God is that? What kind of God would let
himself be humiliated and shamed in that way? Open your eyes! No being
can be God and be crucified at the same time. It isn’t fitting for God to be so
debased. Your thinking is really messed up. Turn away from this disgusting
sight and worship a God of real glory and power.
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The answer to this argument is found in today’s lesson. It reads, “In
bringing many sons to glory, it was fitting that God, for whom and through
whom everything exists, should make the author of their salvation perfect
through suffering.” It was fitting—it was appropriate—it was in keeping
with the nature of the living God—that his Son should suffer in order to save
his people. It is fitting for three reasons. His suffering displays God’s
power and glory, it perfects him as the Saviour and it brings many sons to
glory. Again, his suffering displays God’s power and glory, it perfects him
as the Saviour and it brings many sons to glory. Let’s take those things one
at a time.

First, the suffering of Christ displays God’s power and glory. Think
about this. If you want to see the power and glory of God displayed, you
can go outside on a dark night and look up at the sky. You will see
something of the glory of God as you look at all of the stars—far too many
to count—and think of how big everything is—and how small you are. The
God who made the universe is bigger than the universe. The God who made
a billion suns is more powerful and shines more brightly than them all.
Psalm 19 puts it this way:
The heavens declare the glory of God;
The skies proclaim the work of his hands.
Day after day they pour forth speech;
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Night after night they display knowledge.
There is no speech or language
Where their voice is not heart.
Their voice goes out into all the earth,
Their words to the ends of the world.
In order to create this universe and fill it with all it contains the Lord God
simply spoke a word. He commanded light to shine and it shone. He
commanded the stars to come forth and take their places and they did. He
commanded the earth to be filled and it was filled with all manner of living
creatures. That is power and glory indeed.

But the work of God in creation is not as powerful nor as glorious as
the work of God in redemption. Look at it this way. To bring creation into
being God simply had to speak a word and it happened. He said “fish” and
there were fish. He said “birds” and there were birds. God cannot speak a
word and bring salvation. He could not simply say to a sinner, “You are
saved.” Why not? Because there is an iron rule that not even God can
break. It is this. Sin must be paid for. Put it in a positive way the rule says,
“The righteousness, justice and holiness of God must be maintained at all
costs.” To save even a single soul, God had to do more than speak a word.
Instead of speaking a word, he had to send the Word.
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To bring salvation to his people God had to send his Son to us. The
Lord Jesus had to leave the glory of his heavenly home. He had to take upon
himself a human nature, body and soul. He had to fulfill all righteousness.
He had to suffer and die in the place of his people. He had to rise on the
third day, ascend into heaven and sit at the right hand of the Father to
intercede for his people. And so it is that the overcoming of sin and the
granting of new birth is a much greater accomplishment than the creation
ever was in the first place. Redemption is greater than creation.
Redemption shows us more of God’s love, more of God’s grace, more of
God’s mercy, more of God’s power, more of God’s sovereignty, more of
God’s holiness, more of God’s righteousness—more of God—than the
creation does. If you want to see the power and glory of God, you can catch
a glimpse of it outside on a dark night. If you want to see it much more
abundantly open your Bibles and read about the death and resurrection of the
Lord for poor, lost sinners.
See from his head, his hands, his feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

So first, it was fitting that Christ should suffer in order to better
display the power and glory of God. Second, it was fitting that Christ should
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suffer “in order to make the author of their salvation perfect.” Jesus Christ
was made perfect through suffering. Now we have to be careful here so as
not to misunderstand. Jesus was not made perfect in terms of his being, for
as the Son of God and the Second Person of the Holy Trinity he is already
perfect. There is nothing lacking in Christ that needs to be added in order to
make him perfect. There is nothing in Christ that needs to be taken away to
make him perfect. He suffers from no taint, spot, wrinkle or blemish. He is,
was and ever will be perfect in every attribute and every excellency. Jesus’
being made perfect through suffering refers not to his nature but to his office
as Saviour.

Now in thinking about how to explain how Christ was made perfect
through suffering I ran across something written by Lewis Bayly, one of the
favourite writers of John Bunyan. It is a conversation held between a
redeemed soul and the Lord Jesus in which the redeemed soul asks about
Christ’s sufferings. This is what Bayly wrote:
Soul: Lord, why did you let yourself be taken when you might have
escaped your enemies?
Jesus: That your spiritual enemies should not take you and cast you
into a prison of utter darkness.
Soul: Lord, why did you let yourself be bound?
Jesus: That I might loose the cords of your iniquities.
Soul: Lord, why did you let yourself be lifted upon a cross?
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Jesus: That I might lift you up with me to heaven.
Soul: Lord, why were your hands and feet nailed to a cross?
Jesus: To enlarge your hands to do the works of righteousness and to
set your feet at liberty, to walk in the way of peace.
Soul: Lord, why did you have your arms nailed wide?
Jesus: That I might embrace you more lovingly.
Soul: Lord, why was your side opened wide?
Jesus: That you might have a way to come near to my heart.
Through suffering Jesus became the perfect Saviour. A little later on in
Hebrews 2 it says of the Lord, “Because he himself suffered when he was
tempted, his is able to help those who are being tempted” (2:18). In chapter
4:15, 16 it says,
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every
way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us then approach the
throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help us in our time of need.

Beloved, don’t for a minute think that the Saviour does not understand
your condition, whatever it might be. Don’t for a minute think that Jesus
hasn’t been where you are now and so cannot know what you need. He is a
mighty Saviour for mighty sinners and he has been sent of God to bring
home all the Father has given him.

I like the way Elizabeth Clephane put it

some 140 years ago:

9

There were ninety and nine that safely lay in the shelter of the fold,
But one was out on the hills away, far off from the gates of gold—
Away on the mountains wild and bare,
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care,
Away from the tender Shepherd’s care.
“Lord, thou hast here thy ninety and nine; are they not enough for thee?”
But the Shepherd made answer: “This of mine has wandered away from me,
And although the road be rough and steep,
I go to the desert to find my sheep,
I go to the desert to find my sheep.”
But none of the ransomed ever knew how deep were the waters crossed;
Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed thro’ ere he found his sheep
that was lost.
Out in the desert he heard its cry—Sick and helpless and ready to die;
Sick and helpless and ready to die.
“Lord, whence are those blood drops all the way that mark out the mountain
track?”
“They were shed for the one who had gone astray ere the Shepherd could
bring him back.”
“Lord whence are thy hands so rent and torn?”
“They’re pierced tonight by many a thorn;
They’re pierced tonight by many a thorn.”
But all thro’ the mountains, thunder-riven, and up from the rocky steep,
There arose a glad cry to the gate of heaven, “Rejoice, I have found my
sheep!”
And the angels echoed around the throne,
“Rejoice for the Lord brings back his own!
Rejoice for the Lord brings back his own!”
It was fitting that Christ should suffer, for in his suffering he better
displays the power and glory of God. It was fitting that Christ should suffer
for through his suffering he became the perfect Saviour for his people. And
third, it was fitting that Christ should suffer because through that suffering
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he was able to bring “many sons to glory.” Our lesson calls Jesus the
“author of… salvation.” The word for author is archegos and it means
“pioneer” or “forerunner.” The biblical scholar F. F. Bruce wrote about what
the author was getting at:
[Jesus] is the pioneer who blazed a trail of salvation along
which alone God’s “many sons” could be brought to glory. Man,
created by God for glory, was prevented by sin from attaining that
glory until the Son of man came and opened up by his death a new
way by which humanity might reach the goal for which it was made.
Jesus is a trailblazer, a pioneer.
You can think of it this way. When Adam and Eve fell into sin they
were expelled from the Garden of Eden. The Bible says that “After [God]
drove the man out, he placed on the east side of the Garden of Eden
cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to guard the way to
the tree of life” (Genesis 3:24). Man was cast out of paradise and out of the
presence of God. Cherubim—mighty and terrifying angels—block the way
back. Now move from the Garden of Eden to the desert wilderness of Sinai.
You will see the Israelites in the desert. In the centre of the camp is the
tabernacle. It is a fenced compound with a large tent in the middle. The tent
has two compartments. The outer chamber is called the Holy Place. The
inner chamber is called the Holy of Holies. In the inner chamber is the Ark
of the Covenant, symbolic of the presence of God. Now separating the Holy
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Place and the Holy of Holies is a curtain and embroidered on the curtain are
cherubim. They symbolism tells us that these mighty angels are blocking
the way so that man may not come into the presence of God, just as they
were blocking the way back to Eden.

All was not hopeless, however. One day a year the high priest was
able to enter into the Holy of Holies. He stood before the Ark of the
Covenant in the presence of God. On the ends of the Ark were golden
cherubim. They were looking down at the Ark, which contained the two
tablets of the Ten Commandments—the commandments that had been
broken by man. The tablets were symbols of man’s sin and guilt. The priest
would take the blood of a sacrifice and pour it on the top of the Ark. The
gold top of the Ark was called the “mercy seat.” Covered by the blood, the
angels could no longer “see” the tables of the law. They could not longer see
the sin and guilt of man. The Lord God himself would neither see nor
regard any sin covered by the blood. The blood of the sacrifice covered up
man’s sins. It satisfied the law’s demands. It turned away the wrath of God.
Sinners could dwell in peace before the Lord.

Now what was done in the Tabernacle couldn’t really cover up man’s
sins. The Tabernacle was only a symbol. It was a tool that God used to
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teach his people about what really could cover up man’s sin. It is not the
blood of bulls or goats that avails, but the blood of Jesus Christ. Now move
ahead from the desert of Sinai to a hill outside of Jerusalem. There you will
see the Lord crucified. And when his blood was shed the curtain of the
temple was torn in two and access to God was made possible—not by one
man on one day of the year—but by all who trust that the sacrifice of Christ
at Calvary was made for them, for them personally. The barrier has been
broken. The way has been cleared. Through his suffering and death Christ,
our pioneer and trailblazer, brings us through the desert of sin and guilt and
so cleanses and renews us that we are made right with God and are able to
come into his presence.

“Jesus suffered,” critics of Christ maintained. “Yes he did,” the writer
of Hebrews replied. “He suffered more than anyone else ever will. He
suffered more than any else ever could. But we are not ashamed of him on
that account. Instead we glory in his suffering, for through that cup of
bitterness he displayed to its utmost the power of God, he made himself the
perfect Saviour for dreadful sinners like us, and he brought many back home
from the far country of guilt and sin through his cleansing blood.” Beloved,
Paul put it this way: “The message of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing, but to those who are being saved it is the power of God” (I
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Corinthians 1:18). Rejoice in that message and delight in his salvation. In
Christ’s name. AMEN.
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