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Text: Hebrews 2:10-13 
Sermon: Salvation: Adoption, Holiness, Victory 

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN. 



 In trying to sway a small band of believers to turn from Christ and 

revert to Judaism, enemies of the Lord have argued that it is grotesque to 

worship a God who would suffer and die upon a cross.  “What kind of God 

is that, who would let himself be so abjectly humiliated,” they said.  It is the 

same argument that is found today in the mouths of Muslims who, in their 

spiritual blindness and hardness of heart cannot see the glory and power of 

God in the cross of Calvary.  They see Christ crucified and are ashamed of 

him.  In answer to that rebuke the writer of Hebrews has proclaimed that it is 

entirely fitting that Christ should taste death.  It was appropriate and in 

keeping with the character of God that he should come in Christ, take upon 

himself the weakness of human flesh, fulfill all righteousness and offer up 

his life as a substitute for sinners.  Our author gives three reasons why it is 

fitting that Christ should suffer.   

 First of all, it is through the suffering of Christ that the power and 

glory of God are best displayed.  You can think of it this way.  The power 

and glory of God are displayed in the creation of the world.  It was a 

glorious work that the Lord God did.  But the work of redemption is greater 

by far.  In creation we see the power, knowledge and wisdom of God; in 

redemption we see those things too, but we also see the holiness, 
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righteousness, grace, mercy, compassion and love of God.  In the cross we 

see God maintaining his justice by faithfully keeping his promise that the 

wages of sin is death; in the cross we see God’s mercy, grace and love 

poured out for the salvation of sinners.  The work of redemption shows us 

more of the qualities and attributes of the Lord than the work of creation.   

 Let me make an aside here.  In the Old Testament the people of God 

celebrated the Sabbath on the last day of the week.  Sabbath means “day of 

rest” and the commemoration of the Sabbath was on the last day of the week 

because it was on the last day that God rested from the work of creation.  In 

the New Testament the Sabbath day of rest is celebrated on the first day of 

the week.  Why the change?  Because it was on the first day of the week, in 

the resurrection of Christ, that God rested from his greater work of 

redemption.  Every time we gather to worship on a Sunday we are declaring 

that it was fitting for Jesus to suffer and die on the cross so that the glory of 

God—the characteristics and attributes and essence of God--might best be 

proclaimed. 

 The second reason it was fitting for Christ to suffer was that through 

this suffering the Lord was perfected as our Saviour.  In a few weeks we will 

be taking up these verses that illustrate the point: 
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 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every 
way, just as we are—yet was without sin.  Let us then approach the 
throne of grace with confidence so that we may receive mercy and 
find grace to help us in our time of need. 

Because Jesus suffered in his human nature we know he understands our 

struggles, heartaches and burdens.  He is no distant Saviour, but one who 

knows us from the inside out.  That’s why he is the perfect Saviour.  I like 

the illustration Garth Leno uses in his commentary on Hebrews.  He writes, 

 According to one newspaper report, shortly after former 
announcer and catcher for the St. Louis Cardinals Joe Torre was 
named manager of the Cardinals, New York Yankees’ announcer Phil 
Rizzuto suggested that managing could be done better from high 
above the baseball field—from the level of the broadcast booth. 
 Thoughtfully Torre replied, “Upstairs you can’t look in their 
eyes.” 

It was only through coming to us in human forma and suffering with us that 

Jesus could “look in our eyes.” 

 And third, it was appropriate for Jesus to suffer because it was in this 

way and only in this way that he could “bring many sons to glory”—that he 

could save sinners.  The sacrifice of Christ provides the two things necessary 

for salvation.  On the one hand it meets the requirements of God, that justice 

and righteousness be upheld, so the utter holiness of God might be 

maintained.  On the other hand, it provides the one covering that alone can 

cloth the sinner and make him fit to enter into the presence of God—the 
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blood of Christ.  Christ suffers to satisfy the requirements of his Father and 

to take away the sin and guilt of his people.  The work of redemption could 

be done in no other way. 

 So it was fitting, then, that Christ should suffer to save sinners for the 

glory of God.  The next question for us today is this: What does that 

salvation look like?  What is its foundation?  What is its goal?  How sure is 

its consummation?  The answer to those three questions can be found in the 

words “Adoption,” “Holiness” and “Victory.”  “Adoption,” “Holiness” and 

“Victory.”  Let’s take them one at a time. 

 What is the foundation of the salvation Jesus brings?  Here is the 

quick answer: Salvation is founded upon our adoption into the family of 

God.  Our lesson tells us that believers are of the “same family” as Jesus.  It 

tells us that Jesus is “not ashamed to call [us] brothers.”  Jesus says that 

believers are “the children God has given me.”  You can think of it this way.  

Jesus is the best of elder brothers.  He is a source of inspiration for younger 

members of the family.  He is a source of help for the spiritual siblings he 

loves and cherishes.  Jesus, by his resurrection and ascension has entered 

into his inheritance as the Son of God, and believers, who are united by faith 

to Jesus, are co-heirs with him.  All of the rights and privileges Jesus has as 
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the Son of God have become ours when we are joined to Christ by grace 

through faith.  The Westminster Confession of Faith says that those who 

have been adopted into the family of God,  

…enjoy the liberties and privileges of the children of God, have 
[God’s] name put upon them, receive the Spirit of adoption, have 
access to the throne of grace with boldness, are able to cry, Abba, 
Father, are pitied, protected, provided for and chastened by [God] as 
by a father: yet never cast off, but sealed to the day of redemption; and 
inherit the promises, as heirs of everlasting salvation. 

I like that.  Those who belong to God are “pitied, protected, provided for and 

chastened by [God] as by a father.”  That’s what it means to be adopted into 

God’s family.   

 Before going on let me clear something up here so there is no 

misunderstanding.  It is very often said that God is the Father of all people.  

That is true in a limited sense.  You can say that by virtue of the fact that 

God made man he is the Father of man.  But that being said, it is decidedly 

not the truth that God is in a fatherly relationship with all people.  He is not 

in a fatherly relationship with unreconciled sinners.  They are enemies and 

rebels against him.  Paul tells us that the wrath of God abides upon them, the 

godless and wicked.  (Romans 1:18).  And listen to what Jesus has to say in 

the Gospel of John, chapter 8, as he is addressing some Pharisees: 

 If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from 
God and now am here.  I have not come on my own; but he sent me.  
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Why is my language not clear to you?  Because you are unable to hear 
what I say.  You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry 
out your father’s desire.  He was a murderer from the beginning, not 
holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him…. He who belongs to 
God hears what God says.  The reason you do not hear is that you do 
not belong to God. 

There are two families on earth.  We all start off in the same family.  We are 

all, each and every one of us without exception, born into the family of 

sinners.  By natural birth we are enemies of God.  But by grace some are 

reborn into a second family—the family of God.  It is a rebirth made 

possible by the suffering of Christ at Calvary. 

 That brings us to the second point.  What does this family of God look 

like?  What are its characteristics?  Different families have different 

qualities.  Some families are noted for their athletic abilities.  The Sutter 

family from out west had six sons playing in the NHL.  It might be more by 

now if you count the cousins.  Some families are noted for their wealth or 

their political power or their brains.  Some are noted for partying.  Some are 

noted for crime.  What about the family of God?  What is it noted for?  Look 

at verse eleven, for it tells us.  It says, “Both the one who makes men holy 

and those who are made holy are of the same family.  So Jesus is not 

ashamed to call them brothers.”  The family of God is to be noted for its 

holiness.  Paul tells us in Ephesians 1:4 that “[God] chose us in [Christ] 
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before the foundation of the world that we should be holy and blameless 

before him.”  Paul speaks of the changes that have been wrought in believers 

in I Corinthians 6. 

 Do you not know that the wicked will not inherit the kingdom 
of God?  Do not be deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor 
idolaters nor adulterers nor male prostitutes nor homosexual offenders 
nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers 
will inherit the kingdom of God.  And that is what some of you were.  
But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 

 The Christian life is essentially about holiness.  To put it another way, 

it is about sanctification.  The word “sanctification” is related to the words 

“sanctuary” and “saint.”  A sanctuary is a part of the church that has been set 

aside for the worship of God.  We pray and praise the Lord in here.  A saint 

is a person who has been set apart from the world for the things of God.  

(When I say saint I am not using the word in the Roman Catholic sense.  For 

them saints are “super-Christians.  I am using it in the sense of any believer.)  

A saint seeks more and more to live according to the will of God and not 

according to the ways of the world.  If you want to know what God’s will for 

your life is, you need only to open your Bibles to I Thessalonians 4:3.  It 

says, “It is God’s will that you be sanctified.”   
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 Holiness, which comes through the process of sanctification, is about 

more and more taking off the old man—the old ways—the ways of the 

world, the flesh and the devil—and more and more putting on Jesus Christ.  

As Paul writes in Ephesians 4, 

 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put 
off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to 
be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, 
created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.  

As we mature in Christ we are to grow more and more in true righteousness 

and holiness.  Such holiness includes a cheerful obedience to God’s laws, for 

God’s laws are the means he uses to throw a hedge of protection around his 

people.  If you want to know joy in this life, worship the Lord alone, honour 

your parents, don’t hate anyone in your heart, respect other people’s 

husbands and wives, don’t take what isn’t yours, don’t lie and live with 

thankfulness for what God has given you, not with bitterness because of 

what God has seen fit not to give you.  Live with a heart of humility, a 

teachable spirit and a servant’s attitude.  Let your life be marked by trust and 

faithfulness, and a love of God’s ways.  Here is a way to test your growth in 

holiness.  You can be sure you are making progress in holiness when it hurts 

to hear God’s name taken in vain; when it hurts to see godly values trashed 

in the popular culture; when it makes you heart sick to see people throwing 

their lives and souls away on what is cheap and tawdry and passing away.  
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When it hurts your heart to see the things of God treated with disrespect and 

scorn you are on the right track. 

 The foundation of the Christian life is our adoption into the family of 

God through Christ.  The goal of the Christian life is holiness.  But how sure 

is its consummation?  Can we be sure that once we are on the road to glory 

we will be kept on the road to glory?  The answer is, “Yes, we can be sure.  

We can be sure of victory through Jesus.”  That is where the three quotations 

from the Old Testament come in.  The first quotation is from Psalm 22.  

Psalm 22 describes the crucifixion of Christ in terrible detail.  It starts off 

with the words, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”  It 

describes Christ’s being mocked by a callous crowd.  It describes his thirst, 

the piercing of his hands and feet and the lots cast for his clothing.  And it 

describes his victory after the resurrection and that is what the author of 

Hebrews quotes: 

I will declare your name [i.e. God’s name] to my brothers; 
In the presence of the congregation 

I will sing your praises. 

 There are two things to note here.  First of all, Jesus promises that he 

will declare his Father’s name to the brethren—to the church.  We have 

Christ’s own Word to heed and obey.  It is a word that is true and perfect and 
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entirely sufficient to teach us everything we need to know about salvation.  

It is the Holy Bible.  Don’t just read it; feed upon it.  Take it to heart and 

pray that by the Spirit the gospel’s transforming power will make you more 

and more like Jesus.   

 The second thing to note is this.  Jesus is present in the church to sing 

the praises of God.  Think about it.  Kay may play and Sandy may 

accompany and I may sing—but it is Jesus who really leads the praises and 

the worship of this church.  He is here to guide us, to illumine our hearts, to 

inform our minds and to make our sacrifice of worship an offering fit to be 

placed at the foot of his Father.  I like to think of it this way: Jesus takes our 

poor offering of worship, such as it is, and polishes it until the rough bits 

become smooth and the dirty bits become shiny and the whole service 

becomes something beautiful for God.   

 The last two quotes come from the eighth chapter of Isaiah.  This is 

the situation.  Isaiah has brought a message of repentance to his people.  His 

people have not listened.  They have not turned to the Lord.  They have 

hardened their hearts and stiffened their necks.  As a result, God is going to 

bring a heavy judgement down upon the nation.  He is going to hide his face 

from his people.  He is going to remove his word away from them and as a 

result “many will fall and be broken…snared and captured.”  In spite of this 
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suffering, suffering that will deeply touch the prophet too, Isaiah stands 

before the Lord and says, “I will put my trust in him.”  I will put my trust in 

God no matter what.  In the midst of suffering and persecution Isaiah casts 

himself upon the Lord.  The author of Hebrews quotes this passage in order 

to show that in the midst of his suffering and persecution Jesus cast himself 

upon the care of his Father too.  As he was about to die the Lord said to his 

Father, “Into your hands I commit my spirit.”  And our author quotes this 

verse to teach us that we too are to cast ourselves upon the Lord in the midst 

of our trials and cares.   

 The last quotation is taken from Isaiah 8:18.  In this passage Isaiah 

stands with his two children—his two boys—at his side and says, “Here am 

I, and the children the Lord has given me.”  One son was called Maher-

Shalal-Hash-Baz.  It means “quick to the plunder”.  He was called that to 

indicate that the enemies of Israel were soon going to be plundered.  His 

second son was called Shear-Jashub.  That name means, “a remnant shall 

return.”  It was a name that promised restoration after a time of chastening.  

So see this in your mind’s eye.  The prophet Isaiah is standing before the 

Lord in a time of national crisis.  His people are about to be devastated.  And 

Isaiah—whose name means “the salvation of Jehovah” stands with his two 

children and declares that they are signs of God’s promise: God’s enemies 
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will be destroyed and God’s people will be restored.  The author of Hebrews 

takes these words and, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit applies them 

to Jesus.  So see that picture in your mind’s eye.  The Lord Jesus stands 

before his Father.  His hands are outspread, touching his brothers and sisters.  

He says to his Father, “Here am I, and all of the children you have given 

me.”  He is saying, in effect, “Dear Father, I have not lost even one that you 

have given me.  I have brought them all safely home through many dangers, 

toils and snares.  I have brought them home so that they might know you 

face to face.  So they might love you with their whole hearts.  So that they 

might serve you with joy and gladness throughout all eternity.  I have 

brought them home for your glory and the praise of your name.  They are 

now and ever will be testimonies to the victory won at Calvary.” 

 Can you see yourself standing there, with Jesus’ arm around you?  

That is what the Christian life looks like.  Adopted into the family of God.  

Made to grow in holiness.  Secure in the victory won through Jesus.  That is 

what it means to be a Christian.  God give us grace that it might be true of 

each one of us.  In Christ’s name.  AMEN.
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