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February 10, 2008
Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 2:5-9
Sermon: But We See Jesus

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

The Letter to the Hebrews was written to a small band of Jewish
believers who were being subjected to tremendous pressures to deny Christ
and return to Judaism. If they renounced the Lord they would be received
back joyfully into their families and synagogues. They would escape the
growing threat of governmental persecutions. Their lives could take on an
appearance of peace and normalcy. But there is a peace that is no peace and
to encourage these believers to hold fast to the faith that alone can save the
author of Hebrews proclaimed the superiority of Jesus. Jesus is greater than
any Old Testament prophet, priest or king. Jesus is greater than any angel
that has ever served before the throne of God. And the gospel of Jesus—the
greatest treasure and the pearl of great price—the gospel that is the power of
God unto salvation, was given by Jesus himself, attested to by the apostles,
confirmed by signs and wonders from God the Father and accompanied by
gifts from the Holy Spirit. Such a great salvation must never be neglected.
It must be honoured with our obedience, praise and thanksgiving and our
devotion to the Lord himself. If we give anything less than our full
allegiance to this gospel, if we compromise or equivocate, if we are ashamed
of this gospel, we will be lost. We must cling to it no matter what.
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Now after declaring these truths about Jesus and exhorting these
Jewish believers to cling to the Lord at all costs, our writer anticipates an
objection. It is this. If the Lord is superior—with a greater name—the Son
and a greater honour—he is worshiped—and a greater existence—he is
eternal and uncreated—and a greater throne—one with all power and
authority—how is it that things are in such a mess? Those who read his
Letter might say, “But hold on a minute: We have been expelled from our
synagogues; our families have turned their backs on us; our government has
already confiscated our property and it seems that they will come after our
lives next. If Jesus is superior, why haven’t all these things been resolved?”
Now today we have difficulties that are different from those Christians in the
first century—at least in the details—but we ask the same sort of questions.
We have our own trials and tribulations and heartaches. What is going on?
Why is life so messy if the Lord rules?

Now to answer that question our author uses Psalm 8 to take us back
in time to the beginning of history. In Psalm 8 King David is pondering the
greatness and glory of the Lord.
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens.
From the lips of children and infants you have ordained praise,
Because of your enemies,
To silence the foe and the avenger.
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From considering the glory of the Lord, David turns to the glory of God’s
creation:
When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers,
The moon and the stars, which you have set in place,
What is man that you are mindful of him,
The son of man that you care for him?
David considers the vastness of the universe and the puniness of man and is
astonished that in spite of man’s insignificance God cares for him deeply.
The measure of God’s regard of such a small and seemingly insignificant
creature is found in the next verses:
You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings
And crowned him with glory and honour.
You made him the ruler over the works of your hands;
You put everything under his feet:
All flocks and herds and the beasts of the field,
The birds of the air and the fish of the sea,
All that swim the paths of the seas.
Here is our great big God, the sovereign Creator and providential Ruler of
all things. Here is our great big universe—so vast in scope that we cannot
number the stars in the sky. And here is man—lower than the angels,
because man has a physical body and so is bound in ways that angels as
spiritual beings are not bound—and yet crowned with a glory than no other
creature shares—not even those angels themselves.
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I said that Psalm 8 takes us back to the time of creation. This is what I
mean. In Genesis 1:26 and following it says,
Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness,
and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over
the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move
along the ground.” So God created man in his own image, in the
image of God he created him; male and female he created them.
God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and
the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the
ground.
God gave man dominion. He “crowned him with glory and honour and put
everything under his feet.” That is a reflection of the image of God in man.
Man is given dominion because there is something of the image of God
found in him. It is that image of God is us which makes us different—which
sets us apart—from any other creature, whether in heaven or on earth.

But there is a problem. Look at Hebrews 2:8. “In putting everything
under him, [under man], God left nothing that is not subject to him. Yet at
present we do not see everything subject to him [to man.].” Dominion,
given to man at the time of creation, has been lost. What God intended for
man at creation is not what we see today. Things are not under our control;
they are out of control. Do you know what I mean? Has it ever seemed to
you that your life is lived at the whim of forces beyond your control? A few
years ago a fellow lived across the street from me. He used to car pool to
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work. He also used to sleep in. At about 5:45 in the morning his ride would
pull up, and if he wasn’t right there the man would honk his horn. Over and
over again. It didn’t matter what you said; the guy couldn’t get out of the
habit of honking his horn. My getting a good night’s sleep depended upon
whether or not my neighbour slept in. Now that’s not the most serious thing
in the world, of course. There are much more serious events that cause our
lives to change in ways we did not anticipate or want. We get a dread
diagnosis. A child rebels and begins a wayward path. A drunk driver hurts a
friend. Something has gone wrong. The dominion we have been given has
been broken.

So what went wrong? Is it that people don’t have enough knowledge
and enlightenment? Do we need more education? Is it that many people are
poor? Do we need to have a further redistribution of wealth? Is it that
people grow up in bad home environments? Do we need a different sort of
social structure? It is none of these. The Bible tells us what went wrong in
Genesis 2 and 3. In Genesis 2 God forbids Adam from eating fruit from the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. You see, while man was given
dominion over the earth he still had to live in submission to the Lord God.
Man was not to be a law unto himself. Along with this prohibition came a
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penalty. Disobedience to the divine decree would earn death; God said, “For
when you eat of it you will die.”

Genesis 3 tells the horrible tale. The serpent deceived the woman and
she ate, for Satan lied and claimed that God was trying to hold man back
from his rightful destiny. Aided by Eve, Adam ate the forbidden fruit as
well. In doing so he did come to know good and evil; he knew the good he
had lost and the evil he had gained by rebelling against God. Adam didn’t
become like God through this disobedience; he became the like devil, whom
he had obeyed. Matthew Henry put this tragedy into these words:
Too late they saw the folly of eating the forbidden fruit. They
saw the happiness they had fallen from and the misery they had fallen
into. They saw a loving God provoked, his grace and favour forfeited,
his likeness and image lost, dominion over the creatures gone. They
saw their natures corrupted and depraved…. They saw themselves
disrobed of all their ornaments and ensigns of honour, degraded from
their dignity and disgraced in the highest degree, laid open to the
contempt and reproach of heaven and earth and their own
consciences.
And so it was that man, created by God as his image-bearer and crowned
with honour and glory and dominion became subject to God’s curse, even to
the point of death. That curse remains, so far from ruling over creation each
of us will return to the dust from whence we came. That is the problem of
man and the basic problem of history. God’s good creation, recorded in
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Genesis 1 and celebrated in Psalm 8 has been spoiled by Adam’s sin and the
resulting curse of death.

Let me be clear. This is a problem that runs deep—much deeper than
education or law or politics or economics. We are all, since the fall, sinners
by nature, condemned by God and unable to walk in righteousness and
peace. We are unable in our natural state to please God. Spiritually
speaking the Bible tells us we are dead in our trespasses and sin. We were
created in honour and glory and dominion. We fell from that estate. And
what is needed to recover honour and glory and dominion is beyond the
grasp of our cursed hands. The only solution possible has to come from
God, not man, from heaven, not earth.

When we see ourselves in the world we do not see honour and glory
and things subject to man—but there is nevertheless good news. Look at the
last sentence of verse 8: “Yet at present we do not see everything subject to
him.” That sums up the bad news of Adam’s sin and curse in a few short
words. Bad as it is, the good news immediately follows. “But we see
Jesus.” Yes, we know that things are not what they were before the fall.
Yes, there are many things that are not right—and those things that are not
right begin with me, with my heart that is turned inward, against God and
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against my neighbour. But in spite of it all, by God’s grace we see Jesus.
“But we see Jesus.”

We see Jesus in Psalm 8. It is both a psalm that refers to man and a
psalm that refers to the Messiah. The Lord Jesus himself was made “a little
lower than the angels” when he took upon himself human flesh. He was
“crowned… with glory and honour” when he rose victorious from the grave
and ascended into heaven. All things were “put under his feet” when he sat
down at the right hand of the heavenly Father with all authority in heaven
and on earth.”

We have here two movements of the Lord. You can think of them as
the two middle acts in a four act play. First is his humiliation. Consider this.
The Lord Jesus is the Second Person of the Holy Trinity. He is eternal, from
everlasting to everlasting. He is uncreated, for he has in himself the power
of self-existence. He is of the same substance as the Father and Holy Spirit.
He lived in perfect joy, harmony and glory in the fellowship of the Father
and the Holy Spirit. He lacked nothing. He needed nothing. And yet he set
aside this perfect glory to take upon himself a human nature. He did not
consider equality with God something to be grasped, but left his heavenly
glory to become a man.
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And as a man, as the second Adam, he did what the first Adam was
unable to do. He was tempted, but he did not sin, for he held fast to the
Word of God. He fulfilled all righteousness, loving God with his whole
heart and loving his neighbour as himself. And he did all this in
circumstances replete with suffering. During his ministry, while the foxes
had their dens and the birds their nests he had no where to lay his head. He
was rejected by his own people, mocked, beaten, tried and crucified.
Hardest of all, on the cross he endured the righteous and undiluted wrath of
his Father against sin, because he who knew no sin became sin for us.

Our lesson says that Jesus “suffered death, so that by the grace of God
he might taste death for everyone.” That word “taste” does not mean that he
just “nibbled” death like we might sample a piece of stilton at a wine and
cheese party. In the Greek the word means “to partake fully.” Jesus made a
meal out of death. He cleaned the plate. He did it so thoroughly that there is
nothing left for us. Death has been transformed for the believer so that it is
merely an entrance into glory.

“But we see Jesus.” We see Jesus condescend to come to us, to live as
one like us and to die in our place that we might escape condemnation.
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There is more. After we see the humiliation of Jesus in his incarnation, we
see his exaltation in the resurrection. This is the next act of the play. In
response to Jesus’ giving of himself over to death for the salvation of his
people, God raised him from the dead. In the resurrection God honoured the
Son’s perfect obedience, vindicated his cause, accepted his sacrifice and
established his reign over the new humanity. Jesus rose from the dead. He
ascended into heaven. He sat at the right hand of God the Father in order to
rule over all things in heaven and on earth.

“So why is the world still in a mess?” you ask. Because there is
another act in Christ's play that is yet to come. In Act 1 God created the
world and through man’s sin the creation was ruined. In Act 2 God sent
Christ to set things right by fulfilling all righteousness and giving up his life
as a substitutionary atonement at Calvary. In Act 3 Christ rises from the
dead, ascends to heaven, is seated on the throne of power and authority,
sends his Holy Spirit and prepares a place for his people in heaven. In Act 4
Christ will return in glory and the kingdom will come in all of its fullness.

We are presently in Act 3. Christ reigns now, but not visibly. At
present we do not see all things subject to him. Not every knee is bowed.
Not every tongue confesses that Jesus is Lord. Yet through the eyes of faith
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we know that Christ rules spiritually over this age and is advancing against
his enemies with the sword of the gospel. He is leading his own out of this
present evil age by turning them more and more from sin and leading them
more and more into paths of righteousness. He is giving them eternal life
even now in the midst of this age. And one glad morning sin, death, the
devil and this present world will be placed under his feet and destroyed,
making way for the new creation of holiness and light.

You can think of it this way. This present world is passing away.
There is a new world coming when Christ returns in glory. What world do
you belong to? In what world are your hopes and dreams? Is your
allegiance to the present world—the world we can see and touch and smell
—the world that is passing away? Or is your allegiance to that new world
that we cannot yet see but which is real and lasting, made with foundations
which cannot be shaken, eternal in the heavens?

In a time of distress the Apostle Paul wrote,
So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting
away, our inner nature is being renewed every day. For this slight,
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory
beyond all comparison, because we look not to the things that are seen
but to the things that are unseen; for the things that are seen are
transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal (II Corinthians
4:16-18).
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He was saying, “In spite of it all, I see Jesus.” When the dread diagnosis
comes, look it full in the face and say, “I see. I have a disease and a serious
one. I do not deny it. But I also see Jesus in this situation.” When a
heartache comes, do not try to pretend it is not real. Acknowledge the hurt,
and then say, “But I also see Jesus.” When burdens and disappointments
weigh you down, say in your heart, “But I see Jesus.” Take your stand on
him. Cling to him. Keep your eyes lifted to him. Never let go. He is
mindful of you; be mindful of him. That is the one and only way of peace
and blessing. In Christ’s name. AMEN.
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