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Morning Service
Text: Hebrews 7:1-10
Sermon: Melchizedek

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

In Hebrews 4 our author spoke about the priestly work of Jesus Christ
in those wonderful and familiar words:
Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hood firmly to the
faith we profess. For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. Let us
then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.
In Hebrew 5 our author spoke of the authority with which Jesus took up this
priestly office, saying, “No one takes this honour upon himself; he must be
called by God, just as Aaron was. So Christ also did not take upon himself
the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him… ‘You are a priest
forever, in the order of Melchizedek.’” In Hebrews 6, rather than go further
with his lesson about the mysterious Melchizedek, our author makes a
needed detour to admonish his flock against spiritual laziness and to
encourage them into a greater maturity and fellowship with the Lord. As we
get to Hebrews 7, we find our author returning to the subject of
Melchizedek, picking up the threads of his argument where he had left off.
Now it was very important for him to do so, and let me explain why.
Our author has proclaimed that Jesus is King of kings and Lord of
lords—that his throne will last forever and righteousness will be the scepter
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of his kingdom (1:8). If you look at the New Testament and the opening
verses of the Gospel of Matthew, you will see that under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit Matthew was very careful to fully establish and document
the lineage of Jesus and his royal descent from the house of David through
Judah and Abraham. The kings of Israel came from Judah as Jacob had
prophesied on his death bed: “The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor
the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes.” Shiloh here is a
name for Christ.

Now that is all straightforward as far as Jesus being the King of kings
is concerned, but when we come to his priestly office objections were raised.
Priests in Israel had to come from the tribe of Levi and the family line of
Aaron. Not only that, they had to be able to prove it or they couldn’t serve
as priests. The Book of Ezra tells the story of the return of the Jews from
exile in Babylon. They rebuild the altar and the temple. Among those who
returned were descendants of the priests Hobaiah, Hakkoz and Barzillai.
Tragically, their family records could not be found; they had been lost or
destroyed when Jerusalem had been sacked. This is how the situation is
described in Ezra 2:62: “These searched for their family records, but they
could not find them and so were excluded from the priesthood as unclean.”
If the kings came from the tribe of Judah and the priests came from the tribe
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of Levi, how could Jesus be both King and Great High Priest at the same
time? (As an aside let me say this. There was a group of Jews in the early
New Testament times called the Essenes. They were waiting not for one
Messiah but for two—one to be king from the line of Judah and one to be
high priest, from the line of Levi.)

Our author, to answer this objection, points out the fact that the
Levites weren’t the only priests of God in the Old Testament. In fact, he
points them to a priest who predated Levi and Aaron, who had an earlier
and, as we will see, a greater priesthood. His name was Melchizedek. It is
to this priestly order that the Lord Jesus belongs. Let’s look at our opening
verses:
This Melchizedek was king of Salem and priest of God Most
High. He met Abraham returning from the defeat of the kings and
blessed him, and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, his
name means “king of righteousness”; then also, “king of Salem”
means “king of peace.”
Melchizedek is a name made out of two words. Melech means “king.”
Tzedek means “righteousness.” The name Zadok, which is a common
priestly name, comes from that same Hebrew word for righteousness. The
name points to the character the priests of God are to cultivate. They are to
be righteous. Melchizedek was also the king of Salem. Salem is a word that
means “peace.” It gives us the word shalom. Salem, as it developed over
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the centuries, became Jerusalem. Jerusalem means “city or abode of peace.”
Melchizedek was a king of righteousness and peace. Note the order.
Righteousness comes first, peace comes second. It always works that way.
You cannot have peace without first having righteousness. If you have
righteousness you will have peace.

Melchizedek, the king of righteousness and peace, was a “priest of
God Most High.” Now when the Bible says “God Most High” it is not
speaking comparatively. That is to say, it is not suggesting that Jehovah is
the highest of a group of gods, in the way the Greeks thought of Zeus being
the greatest of a whole pantheon of deities. God Most High is the Bible’s
way of saying, the Creator God, the One and Only God, Jehovah himself.
So think of this: Abraham, the father of the Jewish nation, encounters
someone who is already a priest of Jehovah—a priest and a king.

Now how was it that these two came to meet? The story is told in
Genesis 14. It happened this way. A coalition of Canaanite kings from the
east moved south into the Promised Land, sacking a number of cities and
taking plunder and hostages. One of those cities was Sodom and it was in
Sodom that Lot, Abraham’s nephew lived. Lot and his family were among
the hostages taken. On hearing the news of the abduction, Abraham
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gathered together 318 of his trained men—you can think of them like an
early version of the British SAS. These were tough fighting men. They
pursued the army of the east and caught up with it somewhere outside of
Damascus. Being greatly outnumbered they had to act with stealth, so they
mounted a night raid against the unsuspecting marauders. They attacked the
camp. They threw everyone into confusion and routed the enemy. They
returned with plunder and all the hostages, including Lot and his family.

Abraham and his men returned in triumph. See the picture in your
mind’s eye. There are fighters mounted on horseback and camels, smeared
with the dirt and blood of battle. They are riding in triumphant procession,
escorting the freed hostages and carrying heaps of plunder. Abraham has
shown himself to be courageous, daring and successful. He is having a
mountaintop experience. And as he rides along, coming out to meet him
from Salem is Melchizedek, a king of righteous and of peace. And when
they meet two extraordinary things happen. First, Abraham, the great
warrior, returning in triumph, pays the priest-king a tithe. It says in verse
four that “Abraham gave him a tenth of the plunder!” The word “plunder”
literally means “the top of the heap.” It was the choicest part of the plunder
that Melchizedek was given. And the second thing that almost takes our
author’s breath away is that Melchizedek blessed Abraham, the one who
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“had the promises” (7:6). Think of it this way: Abraham had received the
covenant promises of God. It was going to be through Abraham that all the
nations of the world would be blessed. But now Abraham, the great blesser,
had become the humble blessee.

So in both the matter of the tithe and the blessing Melchizedek shows
himself to be superior to Abraham—a superiority that Abraham recognizes
even though they meet at a moment of great victory for the patriarch. You
can think of it this way. Tithes are paid by the weaker to the stronger, by the
lesser to the greater. Blessings are given by the stronger to the weaker, by
the greater to the lesser. In both cases Melchizedek proves himself to be
greater than Abraham. Now let’s do the math. Abraham is the Father of
Israel and the greatest patriarch. He is greater than Isaac. He is greater than
Jacob and he is greater than Levi. If Abraham is greater than Levi, and
Melchizedek is greater than Abraham, then Melchizedek is greater than
Levi. Melchizedek has a greater priesthood.

So who is this man? Our lesson describes him this way: “Without
father or mother, without genealogy, without beginning of days or end of
life, like the Son of God he remains a priest forever.” “Without father or
mother” makes him sound like a non-human. Some in the early church
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thought Melchizedek was an angel. Some thought he was the Holy Spirit.
Others believed him to be a preincarnate manifestation of Jesus Christ—a
Christophany like that found in Joshua 5 when Joshua meets the commander
of the army of the Lord. I don’t think those understandings are necessary. I
think we have in Melchizedek a real, historical human being who is a type of
Christ.

What do I mean by a “type of Christ?” In the Bible there are
historical events and people who have something about them that points to a
greater reality that is to come. For example, the exodus from Egypt is a type
or proto-type. That is to say the freedom from physical bondage the
Israelites experienced when they escaped from Egypt points us to the greater
reality of the freedom that comes when Jesus, a greater Moses, breaks the
bondage of sin, death and the grave. The physical exodus from Egypt under
Moses points us to the spiritual exodus from sin under Christ. Melchizedek
is a type too. That is to say, there are things about who he is and what he
does that point us to Jesus Christ. Let me go through them.

Melchizedek bore the title of king. Jesus bears the title King of kings
and Lord of lords—a title that will be written on his robe and on his thigh
when he returns in glory (Rev. 19:16).
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Melchizedek was a priest-king, something no Levitical priest could
ever be. Jesus is the ultimate priest-king, fulfilling to the letter what was
promised through the prophet Zechariah who wrote, “Yes, it is he who will
build the temple of the Lord and he who will bear the honour and sit and rule
on his throne. Thus, he will be a priest on this throne and a counsel of peace
will be between the two offices” (6:13).

Melchizedek means king of righteousness and he was the king of
Salem, the king of peace. In Isaiah 9 the prophet calls the Messiah the
“Prince of Peace” and tells us that he will reign with “justice and
righteousness.” I John 2 calls Jesus “the Righteous One” and Paul tells us in
Ephesians 2:14 that Jesus “himself is our peace.”

Our lesson tells us that Melchizedek had “no father or mother” and
was without “beginning of days or end of life.” Now that does not mean that
he literally had no mother or father. It does not mean that he literally was
not born or that he did not die. Our author is simply noting that these events
are not recorded in the Scripture, and, because of that, Melchizedek is a
good symbol of the Lord who is eternal, who was not born into this world as
you and I are born, and whose ministry will never come to an end. The
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Levites could minister before the Lord for thirty years. You could not be a
priest before you were thirty. You had to retire at sixty. Not so Melchizedek
and not so Jesus Christ.

Now our author is at pains to demonstrate that the priesthood of
Melchizedek was superior in every way to the Levitical priesthood. But
remember: Melchizedek’s priesthood was only a type or shadow of the
vastly more superior priesthood of Jesus. Think about it this way.
Melchizedek was a king of righteousness and a king of peace, but he could
never make men righteous nor give them peace. But Jesus can.
Jesus is righteousness incarnate. He is the essence of righteousness,
the sum of righteousness and the source and fountain of righteousness. He is
the way and the truth and the life. Not only is Jesus righteousness, he is the
bestower of righteousness. He is the one who gives true righteousness to
lost and helpless sinners. This is how Paul described it in Romans 3:21, 22
after he has spent three chapters explaining why the righteousness of mere
men is not sufficient to save:
But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been
made known to which the Law and the Prophets testify. This
righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who
believe.
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Not only that, Jesus is the Mediator of righteousness. That is to say, after
bestowing righteousness through faith Jesus becomes the believer’s personal
priest and intercessor who prays the Father that righteousness might be
worked out in every area of the Christian’s life.

As this is true for righteousness, so is it true for peace. Jesus himself
is peace. He is the Prince of peace, the essence and sum and source and
fountain of all peace, such that if you have him you have peace and if you
don’t have him you don’t. And not only is Christ peace, he is the bestower
of peace. At his birth the angels said, “Peace to men on whom his favour
rests” (Luke 2:4). Before his death he said to his disciples, “Peace I leave
with you, my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give unto you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (John 14:27).
After his resurrection Jesus’ word to his disciples was “Peace be with
you” (John 20:19). Peace between God and man, peace between brothers
and sisters, is the gift of God through Jesus Christ. And more, as our eternal
priest he is the mediator of our growth in peace. He prays for our peace—
for our “shalom.” Righteousness and peace kiss each other and that kiss
Christ bestows upon his bride.
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So let me recap. Our author is saying to his congregation, “The
ministry of Jesus is a ministry in every way superior to the ministry of the
Levites. Unlike the Levitical priests, Jesus Christ is an eternal Priest/King
who actually secures righteousness and peace for you and devotes himself to
intercession for you before the Father’s throne that these qualities might be
vibrantly present in your lives. He works in you godliness, righteousness
and peace. And because he does that, don’t you dare turn away from him.
No matter what pressures might come, no matter what persecutions might
develop, even if it costs you your livelihoods or your lives, never turn away
from Christ or despise his sacrifice. This world is fleeting. It is passing
away. There is nothing here that is worth gaining at the cost of your soul;
everything here is worth giving up for the sake of “knowing Christ and the
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his
sufferings” (Philippians 3:10).

Let me make an application. If it was unworthy for these Jewish
believers to turn away from Christ and return to the ministrations of the
Levitical priesthood, which, in its time, was an honourable and Godordained institution, how much more unworthy is it for us to turn away from
Christ and return not to a Levitical priesthood but to the passing world. To
return to Judaism would be bad enough, but to wallow in consumerism, to
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give ourselves over to the gods of entertainment, to serve the gods of
political correctness that insist that all religions are the same, to bow down
to gods of ease who tell us that abortion and euthanasia are wonderful
escapes from the difficulties of life, to worship at the altar of a casino or to
numb our lives with alcohol or drugs or promiscuity—all of these things are
unworthy substitutes for the gentle ministrations of our Lord. To go off in
these directions is to waste our lives on trifles. It is ingratitude and rebellion
and will lead to nothing but ruin and despair.

Beloved, never turn back from the path of Jesus Christ. Instead lift up
your eyes and see him. He is majestic. Righteous. Holy. Awesome.
Merciful. Tender. Gracious. Faithful. And altogether lovely. Let the song
sung in heaven and recorded for us in Revelation 5 be a song sung in your
hearts:
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain
To receive power and wealth and
Wisdom and strength
And honour and glory and praise.
To him who sits on the throne and
To the Lamb
Be praise and honour and
Glory and power,
For ever and ever!
Amen.
Let us pray.
13

14

