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In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit; AMEN.

In the Letter to the Hebrews our author has been insisting from the
very first verse of the very first chapter that Jesus is the perfect priest who
brings a perfect covenant that not only exactly meets the sinner’s deepest
need but also gives God the maximum glory and praise. He has told us that
Jesus is a better mediator than Moses. He has told us that Christ’s
priesthood is greater than Aaron’s. He has outlined the many ways in which
the New Covenant is more blessed than the Old Covenant and he has shown
us that the Heavenly Tabernacle, not made by human hands but made by
God and eternal in the heavens is greater by far than the tabernacle the
Israelites used for worship in the desert. All of these superior attributes and
blessings are summed up in our lesson in the phrase “the good things that are
already here.”
When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are
already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle
that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation.
Our author is simply saying that when Christ entered the heavenly tabernacle
to take his place at the right hand of God, the good things of the new
covenant were bestowed. Forgiveness of sins, peace with God, the presence
of the Holy Spirit, a living hope and a new and living way have become
present realities for all who simply believe and cast themselves upon the
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Lord. Our sins forgiven, we have access to God through Christ. We are
adopted into his family and made heirs and joint-heirs with Christ. We have
all that we need because we have Christ. We could not be more blessed than
we are blessed for united to Christ by faith his life is lived in us.

How did it happen? How were we made so very rich and so very
blessed? It happened through the shedding of Christ’s blood. Our lesson
says, “He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he
entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained
eternal redemption.” Our eternal blessing was bestowed through the blood
of Christ—through the giving of his life on the cross. Beloved, the blood of
Christ—his death on our behalf, is absolutely essential to the faith. It is at
the heart of Christianity. It is what Christ’s people must celebrate and
rejoice in. That’s why so many hymns focus on his atoning blood:
There is a fountain filled with blood
Drawn from Emmanuel’s veins,
And sinners plunged beneath that flood
Lose all their guilty stains.
Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
Are you fully trusting in his grace this hour?
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?
What can wash away my sin?
Nothing but the blood of Jesus!
What can make me whole again?
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Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
O precious is the flow
That makes me white as snow,
No other fount I know,
Nothing but the blood of Jesus.

Now not everybody loves the Bible’s talk of the blood of Christ. R.
C. Sproul once gave a lecture about biblical sacrifices. He spoke first of the
animal sacrifices of the Old Testament days. (During the time of Passover
so many animals were slaughtered at the temple in Jerusalem that a special
trough had to be constructed from the temple precincts down into the Kidron
valley for the disposal of blood. A river of blood literally ran through
Jerusalem.) Sproul then turned to the sacrifice of Jesus and spoke at length
of the physical pain of crucifixion and especially the spiritual pain of bearing
the wrath of God. Finally a student in the lecture hall couldn’t take it
anymore. He stood up and yelled, “That’s primitive and obscene!” Sproul
looked at him for a minute and finally answered, “Yes it is. I’m glad you got
the point. It is terrible. It is obscene. It’s supposed to be. What sin does is
an obscenity because the wages of sin is death and death is obscene. The
first message the Bible gives is this: sin brings death, sin brings death, sin
brings death.”
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Sin brings death, but thank God the blood of Christ brings life. For
the rest of my time today I want to focus on the blood of Christ and, in
particular, three aspects of it: The preeminence of Christ’s blood, the power
of Christ’s blood and the purpose of Christ blood. The preeminence, the
power and the purpose. Let’s take them one at a time, but first let me read
the lesson again, picking it up at verse 13:
The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled
on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are
outwardly clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse
our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the
living God!
Our lesson, in speaking of “the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a
heifer” is pointing to two problems the Old Testament man had to over
come. The first problem was sin. For sin goats and bulls were sacrificed,
their blood shed. The second problem was defilement. Any contact with a
dead body defiled a person. In that case, as described in Numbers 19, a
heifer had to be killed and its ashes sprinkled to make the defiled clean
again. These sacrifices, however, only cleaned the outer man. They made
him ceremonially fit to enter into the tabernacle, but they couldn’t clean him
on the inside. For that better blood—the blood of Christ—was required.
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Now Christ’s blood was preeminent—superior to that of bulls and
goats for three reasons. First of all, the blood of Christ made a better
sacrifice. The lambs and bulls offered up on the altar had to be unblemished,
young and strong. And so it was that Jesus, in the prime of life, offered
himself unblemished to God—but in a much greater sense than any animal
ever could. Jesus was unblemished in that he fulfilled the Law’s
requirement of perfect obedience. If you go to Exodus 19 you will find the
Israelites standing at the foot of Mount Sinai. Moses goes to speak with the
Lord and returns with a message for the people.
Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from
the mountain and said, “This is what you are to say to the House of
Jacob and what you are to tell the people of Israel: ‘You yourselves
have seen what I did to Egypt and how I carried you on eagles’ wings
and brought you to myself. Now if you obey me fully and keep my
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.
Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the
Israelites.”
So Moses went back and summoned the elders of the people
and set before them all the words the Lord had commanded him to
speak. The people all responded together, “We will do everything the
Lord has said.” So Moses brought their answer back to the Lord.
But the Israelites did not keep their word or their covenant. They disobeyed
God’s commands. So do we. But when Jesus came, he fulfilled the Law by
obeying it fully and perfectly. He fulfilled it so fully that no one could
accuse him of sin. And after rendering the necessary obedience he offered
his life and took upon himself the penalty due sinners like you and me.
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How could one man take the sins of so many upon him? He was more
than man; he was the Son of God, and so his blood was of infinite value. I
like the way Andrew Murray put it:
It was the life of God that dwelt in him. That life gave his
blood, each drop of it, an infinite value. The blood of a man is worth
more than that of a sheep. The blood of a king or a great general is
counted of more value than hundreds of common soldiers. The Blood
of the Son of God!—it is in vain the mind seeks for some expression
of its value; all we can say is it is his own blood, the precious blood of
the Son of God.

Unblemished and so of infinite value. Second, the blood of Christ is
preeminent in that it is the appointed means of our salvation. Verse 14
speaks of “the blood of Christ,” which is to say, the blood of the Anointed
One, the Promised One, the Servant of the Most High God. Jesus was
authorized by the Father to shed his blood unto our salvation; it is why he
came. Jesus came into this world with a commission—to offer his life and
save his people. Before he was born and angel appeared to Joseph and said
of Mary, “She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name
Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins” (Matthew 2:21).
When Jesus had fulfilled all obedience and it was time to die he said to his
Father, “I have brought you glory on earth by completing the work you gave
me to do” (John 17:4). When he hung on the cross, having suffered the
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wrath of God for the sins of his people, he said in triumph, “It is
finished!” (John 19:3) before he committed his spirit into his Father’s
keeping. The blood of Christ—the sacrifice of Jesus at Calvary—was the
way God appointed for sins to be cleansed and forgiven. It is the one way
appointed by God, apart from which there is no salvation.

And third, the blood of Christ is preeminent because the offering of
Christ at Calvary was both a physical and spiritual offering. That is to say,
Christ suffered not only in body but in soul. The physical agony of Christ,
extreme as it was, was not worth comparing with the spiritual agony he
endured as the wrath of God was poured out upon him. It is this spiritual
agony that Isaiah saw through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit:
After the suffering of his soul he will see the light of life and be
satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many
and he will bear their iniquities.
You can think of it this way. Animal blood applied to the outer man but the
blood of Christ, a physical and spiritual sacrifice, is applied to the inner man.
The sinful heart is sprinkled with the blood of Christ to provide cleansing
from the inside out.

The life blood Christ offered up is preeminent because it is of infinite
value, it was appointed by God for the set purpose of bringing salvation and
8

it applies not only to the outer but to inner, spiritual man as well. After
noting the preeminence of the blood of Christ, the second thing for us to note
is that it is more powerful than all the rest. The blood of Christ, our lesson
tells us, has the power “to cleanse our consciences.” Now we don’t usually
think of this as a serious problem. The problem we think we face is what
God thinks of us, not what we think of ourselves. But even after God has
accepted us, our unclean consciences can keep us far from God.

C. H. Spurgeon knew that. He said that our conscience speaks to us
and points out three problems: our knowledge of our past sinful acts; our
knowledge of our sinful nature, with its sinful thoughts and desires and our
ongoing contact with the evil in the world. All of these things conspire,
unless cleansed, to keep us from effective service to the Lord. The blood of
Christ, however, deals with all three problems.

The blood of Jesus preaches to us that the debt of our past sins has
been fully paid; an infinite atonement has been made to relive us of our
burdens. One of my favourite passages in Scripture is Matthew 11: 28.
Jesus says, “Come unto me, all ye who labour and are heavy laden and I will
give you rest.” This is a verse that addresses those who are weary from
carrying their sins. They are sin-sick and exhausted, at the end of their rope.
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Beloved, there are burdens that weary the body, but an accusing conscience
wearies the soul. The blood of Christ is made for such a case:
Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin?
The blood of Jesus whispers peace within.
And so, having been forgiven through the blood of Christ you can now draw
near and enter his service.

The blood of Jesus addresses our sinful nature and sinful thoughts and
desires too. Think about it this way: Our conscience tells us what we think
of ourselves, but the blood of Jesus tells us what Christ thinks of us. And
what does it say? Picture this in your mind’s eye. Jesus is standing in front
of you. He has a basin and a towel in his hand. He looks at you and says,
“Unless I wash you, you have no part of me” (John 13:8b). And then he
washes you and says, “You are clean.” And then he sends his Holy Spirit to
work in you, to make us more and more like him. If that is what Christ
declares about you, that “you are clean,” who are you to argue with him?
Step forward with boldness and serve him with a glad and merry heart.

But our conscience has another trick up its sleeve. It accuses us
because of our ongoing contact with the evil of this world. There is a daily
defilement in this world that we cannot avoid and as the plain truth states, “If
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we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us” (I
John 1:8). But the blood of Christ gives us an answer here too:
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us
our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. If we claim we have
not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in
our lives. My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not
sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in
our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. He is the atoning
sacrifice for our sins, and not only four ours but also for the sins of the
whole world.
That is how powerful the blood of Christ is; it is sufficient to atone for the
sins of the whole world.

The blood of Christ is preeminent blood—blood of infinite value. The
blood of Christ is powerful blood—blood powerful enough to cover all of
your sins. Third, the blood of Christ has a glorious purpose. Now it is true
that the blood of Christ was shed for the glory of God, to display for all to
see his holiness, righteousness, grace and love. It was shed so people might
see how at Calvary love and sorrow meet and thorns compose so rich a
crown. But our author points out a different purpose today. Look at verse
14:
“How much more then, will the blood of Christ, who through
the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our
consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the
living God!”
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So that we may serve the living God. That is the reason Christ shed his
blood on our behalf; it is so we might be rendered fit to offer him an
appropriate sacrifice. The word for “serve” in the Greek (latreuein) is a
special word used for priestly service to God. God has purchased our
redemption so that we might be priests in his kingdom, offering him
sacrifices of thanksgiving and praise. Peter put it this way in his First Letter:
But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. Once you were
not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not
received mercy, but now you have received mercy (I Peter 2: 9, 10).
In the Book of Revelation John describes the blessings of those who serve
him in that way:
They are before the throne of God and serve him day and night
in his temple; and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over
them. Never again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The
sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. For the Lamb at
the centre of the throne will be their shepherd; and he will lead them
to springs of living water. And God will wipe away every tear from
their eyes (Revelation 7:15ff).
And here is an example of their message of thanksgiving and praise:
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his
blood, and has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve his God
and Father—to him be glory and power for ever and ever. AMEN
(Revelation 1:5-6).
I like the way our author will go on to wrap this letter:
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May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal
covenant brought back from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great
Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything good for doing his
will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. AMEN.
By the blood of Christ, God works what is pleasing to him in us, and equips
us with everything good that we need to do his will. No wonder our author
is constrained to add, “To whom be glory for ever and ever.” Let that be our
song of praise as well. In Christ’s name. AMEN.
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